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ALL 

The  FOURTH  CALIPH. 

HITHERTO  the  Arabians  have  ap-  Alî- 

peared  to  be  folely  intent  on  making  ^gyra6  3fc 
conquefts5  and  propagating  and  efta-  3  5 
blifhing  their  enthuftaftic  tenets  by  force  of 
arms,  through  the  whole  extent  of  their 
dominions  :  But  during  the  reign  of  the  pre- 
fent  Caliph,  the  fcene  will  appear  to  be  to¬ 
tally  changed. 

Though  the  Arabians  were  unanimous  in 
profefling  the  fame  religion,  yet  its  influence 
was  not  lo  great  as  to  prevent  them  from  fall¬ 
ing  into  feuds  and  animofities,  and  even 
from  breaking  out  into  open  revolts  :  The 
flame  of  fedition  was  lirft  lighted  during  the 
adminiftration  of  the  unfortunate  Othman* 
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and  the  difturbances  increafed  in  the  time  of 
his  fucceffor.  The  Mufiulmen  pointed  the 
fword  at  their  own  breads  :  and  thence  arofe  a 
fchifm  which  being  drengthened  by  time,  dill 
fubfids  among  the  followers  of  Mahomet. 

Such  intedine  divifions  might  have  intirely 
overthrown  their  weak  and  infant  empire: 
but  that  mighty  hand  which  at  his  pleafure 
difpenfes  crowns  and  kingdoms,  protected  that 
people  in  his  wrath,  and  made  them  his  in- 
druments  for  punifhing  the  fhameful  lives  of 
the  Greeks,  and  the  wicked  behaviour  of  the 
Chridians. 

The  very  day  of  Othman’s  death,  the 
whole  city  of  Medina  concurred  in  the  choice 
of  his  fuccelfor.  They  did  not  give  them- 
felves  time  to  deliberate,  but  nominated  Ali 
with  the  louded  acclamations. 

As  this  illudrious  Mudulman  had  formerly 
fought  that  dignity  with  the  greated  eager- 
nefs,  it  might  have  been  reafonably  concluded 
he  would  have  accepted  it  with  the  utmod 
pleafure  3  and  yet  when  the  deputies  came  to 
notify  his  election  to  him,  he  darted  many 
difficulties,  declared  he  was  not  difpofed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Caliphate,  and  that  he  would 
rather  ferve  in  the  capacity  of  a  vizir,  if  he 
might  be  appointed  to  that  office. 

Upon  this  the  deputies  became  more  earned 
in  their  intreaties,  and  expreffed  the  fenfe  and 
defires  of  the  whole  nation  in  fuch  drong 
terms,  that  at  lad  Ali  promifed  to  comply  ; 
upon  condition,  however,  that  he  fliould  be 
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appointed  in  a  full  alTembly  of  the  electors;  Ali. 
for  he  faid  that  they  alone  were  inverted  with  pfgyra  I5** 
the  right  of  chufing  a  Caliph,  and  that  any  55 

other  kind  of  eledion  would  be  unconfti- 
tutional. 

It  was  no  more  than  prudence  in  Ali  to  ob- 
ferve  all  neceflary  formalities  on  that  impor¬ 
tant  occafion  ;  fin  ce  he  would  thereby  pre¬ 
vent  his  enemies  from  difputing  his  eledion  ; 
which  they  would  certainly  have  controverted 
had  it  been  in  any  refped  defedive. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  very  ftrong  party 
againft  Ali  •  among  whom  were  Aïefha  Ma¬ 
homet’s  favourite  wife,  Tellah,  and  Zobeir. 

Thefe  were  ali  his  irreconcilable  and  impla¬ 
cable  enemies,  and  in  particular  Aïefha,  to 
whom  he  had  done  an  ill  office,  widch  wo¬ 
men  never  forgive*  :  and  indeed  fhe always 
fhewed  the  mort  inveterate  hatred  to  him  $ 

*  Aïefha,  though  the  beft  beloved,  was  not  the  moft  con¬ 
fiant  and  faithful  of  Mahomet’s  wives.  She  was  pubhckly 
called  in  queftion  for  being  guilty  of  adultery.  Ali  was  fo 
imprudent  'as  to  intermeddle  in  the  affair  and  even  to  give 
evidence  againft  her.  Though  Mahomet  had  fufficient  cauie 
to  think  her  guilty,  he  wifely  concealed  his  fentiments,  and 
declared  he  thought  the  accufation  was  nere  calumny  ;  nay 
he  even  went  farther,  he  proved  it  b}  a  revelation  which 
came  very  opportunely  in  about  a  mon.h  afterwards  to  clear 
up  his  doubts.  It  is  contained  at  length  in  the  24th  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Alcoran,  intitled  light,  on  iccount  of  the  elucid¬ 
ation  it  gives  in  fo  nice  an  affair.  — See  alio  the  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Koran  by  Sale,  fol.  288-9,  vhere  the  ftory  that  gave 
rife  to  this  accufation  is  inferted  at  large  :  but  it  does  not 
thereby  appear  that  Ali  had  the  left  concern  either  in  the 
accufation  or  profecution  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  charge  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  other  perfons  who  are  uere  exprefsly  named. 
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*•  and  when  a  Caliph  was  to  be  eledted,  die  had 

635'  fo  managed  as  to  get  him  excluded. 

):)S’  Had  Ali  been  oppofed  by  no  other  enemy 
than  A’ieftia,  he  would  have  been  hard  put 
to  it  to  fecure  himfelf  from  her  intrigues  and 
refentment  :  but  TelSah  and  Zobeir,  men  of 
eminence  among  theMuffulmen,  formed  pré¬ 
tendons  to  the  Caliphate  and  were  fupported  by 
a  pretty  numerous  party.  A  third  pretender 
had  alfo  entered  /he  lifts,  even  in  the  life-time 
of  the  former  Caliph,  who  had  fome  hopes 
of  fucceeding,  or  at  leaft  of  raiding  great  dis¬ 
turbances,  if  they  fhould  refufe  to  eledt  him. 
It  was  the  famous  Moawiyah  governor  of 
Syria,  wb>  from  the  importance  of  his  poft, 
and  by  means  of  his  immenfe  treafures,  might 
have  oc^afioned  the  greateft  troubles  if  they 
had  gi/en  him  caufe  of  difcontent. 

Ah,  who  perfedtly  well  knew  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  each  of  his  opponents,  was 
perfuaded  he  fhould  be  capable  of  making 
head  againft  them,  if  he  could  attain  the 
throne  ;  but  he  refufed  to  afeend  it  by  any 
other  than  the  ufual  means,  that  he  might 
obviate  all  pretences  for  difputing  his  election. 

This  reafon  induced  him  to  require  that 
the  eledtors  fhoild  aflemble  and  proceed  ac¬ 
cording  to  law.  And  they  met  accordingly. 
Tellah  and  Zobtir  appeared  as  eledtors,  and 
concurred  with  thi  reft  in  chufing  Ali.  Though 
they  were  his  competitors,  the  unanimity  of 
votes  prevented  thtrn  from  fhewing  their  dis¬ 
content  -,  befides,  asAli’sparty  was  theftrongeft 
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in  Medina,  they  feared  left  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city  fhould  have  punifhed  them  for  ?^yra* 
their  oppofition,  before  their  friends  could  ^ 

have  been  able  to  aftift  them. 

So  loon  as  the  ele&ion  was  over,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  men  of  Medina  came  to  Ali’s  houfe,  and 
there  offered  to  take  the  oath  of  fealty  to  him  ; 
but  the  new  Caliph  declined  accepting  of 
their  allegiance  in  private,  and  defired  that  a 
ceremony  of  fo  much  importance  as  the  pay¬ 
ing  of  homage,  might  be  performed  in  open 
mofque,  and  in  a  full  affembly  of  the  people. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  that  folemnity 
Ali  went  in  the  morning  to  the  mofque,  cloath- 
ed  in  a  gown  of  thin  cotton,  a  coarfe  turban 
upon  his  head,  his  flippers  in  one  hand,  and 
a  bow  in  the  other  inftead  of  a  walking  ftick. 

The  Muflulmen  came  in  crowds  to  do  ho¬ 
mage  to  their  new  fovereign  ;  but  Ali  obfe li¬ 
ving,  before  the  ceremony  began,  that  Tel- 
lah  and  Zobeir  were  not  prefent,  fent  and  de¬ 
fired  they  would  come  thither. 

Upon  their  arrival  Ali  afked  them  if  they 
difapproved  of  his  eledion,  or  whether  they 
honeftly  meant  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  him,  for,  he  added,  that  if  they  had  any 
objections  to  make,  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
fond  of  the  new  dignitv  then  offered  him, 
that  he  would  inftantly  decline  it,  and  take  the 
oath  to  either  of  them  that  would  accept  the 
government. 

They  both  refufed  it,  and  affured  the  Ca¬ 
liph  that  far  from  being  defirous  of  enjoying 
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his  poft,  they  would  do  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  make  him  eafy  in  the  poifeflion  of 
*  it,  by  fwearing  with  the  greateft  fincerity  and 
fubmiffion,  to  obferve  the  duty  which  fubjedts 
owe  to  their  fovereign. 

The  whole  affembly,  and  Ali  in  particular, 
knew  what  little  credit  was  to  be  given  to  the 
protections  of  thofetwo  Muffulmen,  but  no 
perfon  expreffed  his  diftruft,  and  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  taking  the  oath. 

At  the  very  time  the  ceremony  was  per¬ 
forming,  fome  perfon  prefent  openly  made  a 
fmart  obfervation,  which  plainly  fhe wed  what 
opinion  they  entertained  of  Tellah’s  fair  pro- 
mifes.  It  is  neceffary  to  be  obferved  that  it 
was  a  cuftom  among  the  Arabians  for  the 
vaffal  to  give  his  right  hand  to  the  fovereign 
in  token  of  homage.  Tellah’s  right  arm 
having  been  fhortened  by  fome  wounds  he 
had  received  in  battle,  when  he  came  to  of¬ 
fer  it  to  Ali,  he  could  not  reach  fo  far  as  the 
others  ;  which  occafioned  one  of  the  by-ftand- 
ers  to  fay,  that  it  was  a  bad  fign,  and  like  to 
prove  but  a  lame  kind  of  bulinefs  that  was 
begun  with  a  lame  hand.  How  far  this  pre- 
fage  was  fulfilled,  will  appear  from  the  fe¬ 
ll  u  el  of  All’s  hiftory. 

Tellah  and  Zobeir  now  joined  together, 
and  refolved  on  the  Caliph’s  deftru&ion  3  but 
before  they  proceeded  to  open  force,  they 
llrove  to  draw  him  into  fome  fnare,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  £0  deprive  him  of  his  dependants, 
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and  fuch  as  feemed  the  moft  firmly  attached  Ali. 
tO  him.  Hegyra  35. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  he  had  taken  poflef-  “E1‘ 
fion  of  the  fovereign  authority,  they  came  J^bcir  pef- 
to  him,  repeated  their  promifes  of  obedience,  fuade  Ali  to 
and  made  him  frefh  offers  of  their  fervice.  ^ven§e^lie 
After  thefe  general  propofitions,  they  entered  eatl  °  ° 
into  the  particulars  of  what  they  thought 
neceffary  to  be  done  in  order  to  gain  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  Amongft  other  things 
they  infinuated  that  he  ought  to  revenge  the 
death  of  Othman,  and  they  offered  to  affift 
him  with  the  greateft  zeal  in  that  undertaking, 
wherein,  they  faid,  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  poft  was  nearly  concerned. 

What  anfwer  foever  Ali  fhould  give  to 
their  propofal,  they  expedted  it  would  equally 
tend  to  his  deftrudion.  If  he  had  refufed, 
the  public  would  have  been  confirmed  in 
the  fufpicions  which  had  been  artfully  propa¬ 
gated  that  he  had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the 
affaflination  of  the  Caliph.  On  the  other 
hand,  had  he  confented  to  punifh  the  murder¬ 
ers  and  their  accomplices,  he  would  have  in¬ 
curred  the  hatred  of  all  Othman’s  enemies, 
who  were  very  numerous  and  powerful,  and 
who,  in  order  to  avoid  a  profecution,  might 
take  fuch  fleps  as  would  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  him. 

Eut  Ali  artfully  eluded  the  difficulty.  He  All’s  anfwer. 
fhewed  a  great  inclination  to  punifh  Othman’s 
alfaffins  ;  fpoke  of  their  confpiracy  as  the 
blackeffc  attempt,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  ri- 
goroufly  punifhed  ;  but  he  at  the  fame  time 
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reprefented  to  them  how  impracticable  it 
would  be,  confidering  the  great  number  of 
the  malecontents,  who  had  all  approved  of 
the  affaffination,  and  even  advifed  it  ;  that  if 
he  punifhed  thofe  who  had  dared  to  lift  up 
their  guilty  hands  againft  Othman,  he  mu  ft 
alfo  of  neceffity  infliCf  a  mod  fevere  punifh- 
ment  on  all  the  accomplices  :  which  would 
not  fail  of  exciting  great  difturbances,  and 
perhaps  even  a  civil  war,  which  might  end  in 
the  ruin  of  the  ftate. 

He  added,  however,  that  if  they  could  point 
out  to  him  thofe  who  had  actually  ftruck  Oth¬ 
man  the  fatal  blows,  or  would  undertake  to 
find  them  out,  he  would  not  be  wanting  on 
his  part,  and  would  take  care  to  punifh  the 
guilty. 

As  Tellah  and  Zobeir  were  unwilling  to  be 
perfonaliy  engaged  in  fo  important  a  matter, 
they  no  longer  infifted  on  their  propofal  ;  and 
departed,  in  all  appearance,  fatisfied  with  the 
Caliph's  prudent  conduCt  ;  but  in  faCt  not  a 
little  difconcerted  that  he  had  efcaped  the  fnare 
laid  for  him. 

The  conduCt  of  Ali,  in  ftriving  at  the  be¬ 
gin]  n  g  of  his  reign  to  gain  the  affeCtions  of  the 
people,  and  avoid  every  caufe  of  difturbance, 
efpecially  at  a  time  when  all  the  members  of 
the  ftate  teemed  but  too  much  inclined  to  take 
violent  meafures,  was  moft  prudent.  And 
had  he  afterwards  behaved  with  the  fame  cau¬ 
tion  and  wifdom  as  he  fbewed  in  his  anfwer 
Relating  to  Qthman’s  affaffination,  he  might 
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have  reafonably  hoped  for  fuccefs  ;  but  he  foon  Ali* 
changed  his  conduct  :  and  that  Caliph  who 
was  feemingly  fo  circumfpedt  in  all  his  actions 
which  might  win  the  good  will  of  his  fub- 
jedfs,  in  the  fequel  took  thofe  very  fteps  which 
unavoidably  brought  on  a  civil  war. 

Pie  refolved  to  take  away  the  governments refoïves 

of  provinces  from  all  thofe  perfons  that  had  the^vernoi 
been  appointed  by  his  predeceffor.  On  this  of  provinces, 
defign  he  conferred  with  Al-Mogeirah-ebn- 
Said,  one  of  the  chief  men  amongft  the 
Arabians,  who  with  great  warmth  reprefented 
to  him  that  the  projedd  would  end  in  his  de- 
ftrudtion  ;  he  earneftly  intreated  him  not  to 
be  over  hafty  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance, 
and  to  wait  at  lead:  till  he  was  more  firmly 
eftablifhed  in  his  government. 

This  advice  did  not  pleafe  All,  however  he 
did  not  iffue  his  orders  fo  foon  as  he  at  firft 
intended  to  have  done.  The  next  day  Al- 
Mogeirah  made  him  another  vifit,  and  the 
fame  matter  having  been  again  brought  on  the 
tapis,  Ali  fhewed  that  he  had  hill  the  fame 
objedd  in  view,  and  he  gave  Al-Mogeirah  to 
underhand  that  he  propofed  fhortly  to  put  it 
in  execution. 

That  Muffulman  who  had  fo  earneftly  dif- 
fuaded  the  Caliph  from  taking  a  hep  which 
in  ils  confequences  might  be  fatal  to  the  hate, 
and  to  Ali  in  particular,  on  a  hidden  changed 
his  mind,  and  told  him,  that  having  maturely 
confidered  what  had  pafted  in  their laft  conver¬ 
sion,  he  thought  it  would  be  beftfor  Ali  to 
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proceed  according  to  his  own  propofal  ;  for  by 
putting  in  places  of  truft  perfons  he  could  rely 
‘on,  he  would  doubtlefs  firmly  eftablilh  his 
authority,  and  caufe  it  to  be  duly  reverenced  in 
all  the  provinces  of  the  muflulman  empire. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  this  conference  Abdollah- 
ebn-Abbas  chanced  to  come  in,  and  Al-Mo- 
geirah  departing  to  leave  them  together,  Ali 
acquainted  Abdoilah  with  his  defign  to  change 
the  governors,  and  at  the  fame  time  told  him, 
that  Al-Mogeirah  had  at  firft  ftrongly  oppofed 
it  ;  but  that  he  had  now  altered  his  opinion, 
which  was  the  caufe  of  the  vifit  he  had  juft 
paid  him. 

Abdoilah,  amazed  to  find  that  the  Caliph 
was  infenfible  of  the  dangerous  fnare  that 
Muflulman  had  laid  for  him,  told  Ali,  he 
ought  to  weigh  his  fcheme  well  before  he  put  it 
in  execution  ;  that  the  firft  advice  Al-Mogei¬ 
rah  had  given  him  was  good,  and  worthy  a 
zealous  citizen  who  had  the  tranquillity  of  the 
ftate,  as  well  as  of  his  fovereign  at  heart  ; 
but  the  laft  was  the  council  of  a  traytor,  who 
probably  had  fome  intereft  in  railing  difturb- 
ances  in  his  country. 

He  added,  that  it  was  his  opinion  no  changes 
fhould  be  made  ;  and  as  he  knew  the  Caliph 
had  particularly  in  his  eye  Moawiyah,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Syria,  he  infilled  on  his  being  conti¬ 
nued  in  his  government  ;  for  as  that  Muflul¬ 
man  had  a  very  ftrong  party  there,  the  dif- 
mifling  him  might  occafion  a  general  riling  of 
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the  people  in  his  favour,  and  occafion  the  lofs  Ali- 
of  that  province.  Hegyra^. 

Abdollah  then  told  Ali  that  no  truft  was  to  ‘  Ær‘  5j 
be  repofed  in  Tellah  or  Zobeir,  for  it  was 
manifeft  they  had  traitorous  defigns,  and  he 
was  fureif  any  infurredtion  fhould  happen  they 
would  be  the  firft  to  appear  in  arms  againft 
him  ;  wherefore  he  advifed  him  to  continue 
Moawiyah  in  his  poft  till  he  was  certain  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  he  would  fubmit  to  his  authority, 

<c  and  then,  fays  he,  leave  it  to  me  to  bring 
him  from  his  houfe  neck  and  heels,  which  I 
will  do  when  ever  you  defire  it.” 

Thefe  fage  remonftrances  had  no  effedt  onHegyra  36. 
the  obftinate  Ali,  who  being  bent  on  the  ex.Ch-ær-656* 
ecution  of  his  purpofe,  imprudently  difmifled 
all  the  governors,  and  by  fo  extraordinary  a 
change  raifed  deadly  feuds  in  the  ftate,  which 
caufed  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs  during  his 
whole  reign. 

The  new  officer  she  fent  out  to  the  refpedtive 
provinces  were  Othman-ebn-Hanif,  who  was 
ordered  to  Baflbrah;  Ammarah-ebn-Sahal  to 
Cufah  ;  Abdollah-ebn- Abbas  to  Arabia  Fælix^ 
Sahel-ebn-Hanif  to  Syria  5  and  Saad-ebn-Kais 
to  Egypt. 

Of  all  thefe  governors  only  one  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  poft;  and  if 
fome  others  entered  on  their  government  it 
was  not  effedted  without  the  greateft  op  pollu¬ 
tion.  Amongft  others,  Sahel  going  to  Syria, 
was  flopped  by  a  party  of  horfe  at  Tabuk. 

The  commandant  knowing  he  had  been  ap- 
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pointed  governor  of  Syria,  fo  plainly  declared 
Hegyra  36.  t0  hjm  how  the  people  of  that  province  flood 
’  ær“ 3  *  affected,  that  he  did  not  think  proper  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  further.  He  was  told  that  if  any 
befides  Othman  had  fent  him,  he  might  go 
about  his  bufinefs.  Sahel  did  not  chufe  to 
difpute  the  matter  and  forthwith  returned  to 
Medina, 

Kais  went  into  Egypt,  where  he  was  op- 
pofed  by  a  party  of  the  Othmanians,  who  re- 
fufed  lofubmit  to  Ali’s  government,  till  juf- 
tice  was  done  on  the  murderers  of  Othman. 
The  inhabitants  of  BafTorah  and  Cufah,  be- 
flowed  the  like  kind  of  treatment  on  their 
new  governors,  and  would  not  even  fuffer 
them  to  enter  their  territories. 

Abodllah  eftablifhedhimfelf  in  Yaman,  and 
was  the  only  officer  that  iucceeded  ;  but  this 
was  attended  with  no  very  advantageous  confe- 
quences;  for  Yali,  who  was  governor  there, 
by  virtue  of  a  commiffion  from  Othman,  car¬ 
ried  off  all  the  money  that  was  in  the  trea- 
fury,  and  haflening  to  Mecca  delivered  the 
treafure  to  Ai’efha,  Tellah  and  Zobeir. 

Ali  refufes  to  The  two  latter  retired  from  the  Caliph’s 

fnd  Zobeir court,  on  his  refufal  to  employ  them  at  the 
the  govern-  time  he  appointed  new  governors.  The  one 
ments they fue 0f  them  fued  for  the  government  of  Cufah, 

î  O  IP  * 

the  other  for  that  of  BafTorah  (both  which 
were  places  of  very  great  importance)  Ali 
who  knew  them  too  well  to  put  any  truft  in 
them,  gave  them  a  denial  foftened  by  a 
complement,  he  told  them  that  he  had  no 
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body  about  him  of  fo  great  capacity  as  they,  Ali- 
or  with  whom  he  could  fo  properly  confult  J^S>'ia  36- 
in  inch  emergencies  as  a  new  eitabiiined  go- 
vernment  was  likely  to  be  expoled  to.  He 
added,  that  their  abode  at  court  Ihould  not  be 
fo  much  loft  time  to  them,  and  that  he  would 
take  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  them  in 
proportion  to  their  merit  and  fervices. 

Âli’s  promifes  produced  no  great  effeét  up« 
on  the  two  Mulfulmen.  They  plainly  law 
that  the  Caliph’s  deiign  was  to  keep  them  near 
him,  that  he  might  be  a  witnefs  to  their  con¬ 
duct,  and  perhaps  with  a  view  to  make  them 
refponlible  for  fuch  difturbances  as  might 
arife  at  Medina.  However,  for  a  time  they 
concealed  their  fentiments  •  andfofoon  as  they 
heard  that  A'iefha  was  gone  to  Mecca,  they 
asked  leave  to  go  thither,  on  pretence  of  per¬ 
forming  the  pilgrimage,  which  was  granted. 

And  there, in  concert  with  the  prophet’s  widow, 
they  raifed  a  formidable  party,  which  the 
Caliph  vainly  endeavoured  to  quell.  The 
money  which  the  governor  of  Yaman  had 
brought  them  was  of  lingular  ufe  in  keeeping 
up  a  correfpondence,  and  gaining  friends  in 
all  parts,  and  fo  artfully  did  they  conduct  their 
plot,  that  in  a  fhort  time  all  Syria  broke  out 
into  open  revolt. 

Amongft  others  they  ftrirred  up  the  Mota-^ey  raife  a 
zelites,  that  is  to  fay  the  Seperatifts  ;  (  by  ^olt  agamii 
which  appellation  fuch  as  difputed  Alifs  elec¬ 
tion  were  diftinguiftied.)  And  they  having 
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by  means  of  their  emififaries  procured  the  bo* 
Hegyra  36.  jy  0f  Othman  to  be  taken  out  of  the  grave* 
i' ær*  5  *  and  got  pofleflion  of  the  bloody  fhirt  which 
he  wore  when  he  was  afiaffinated,  they  made  a 
very  advantageous  ufeof  it,  fometimes  it  was 
fpread  on  the  pulpit  of  the  mofques,  when 
the  people  aflembled  there  3  and  fometimes 
it  was  carried  in  the  army  as  a  banner  during 
their  march  thro’  the  chief  cities  of  Syria. 

This  bloody  fpedacle,  daily  expofed  to 
open  view,  had  a  ftronger  effed  than  the  moft 
pathetic  fpeeches.  The  Syrians,  who  were 
greatly  indebted  to  Othman’s  munificence,  in 
a  fury  took  up  arms  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  benefador  3  and  only  waited  till  the  vic¬ 
tim  that  was  to  be  facrificed  to  his  memory 
fhould  be  pointed  out  to  them. 

All  applies  to  Ali  having  received  information  of  the 
^knowledge0  tranfaâions  in  that  province,  wrote  to  Moa- 
him as  Caliph,  wiyah  in  very  mild  terms.  Without  mention¬ 
ing  the  feuds  he  had  raifed  in  Syria,  he  only 
exhorted  him  to  give  a  proof  of  obedience, 
by  acknowledging  him  for  Caliph,  which  he 
hoped  he  would  the  more  readily  refolve  to 
do,  as  no  illegal  means  had  been  ufed  in  his 
eledion,  and  as  he  had  been  chofen  by  the 
unanimous  votes  of  the  eledors. 

Moawiyah,  who  well  knew  how  Ali  was 
difpofed  towards  him,  was  unmoved  at  his 
letter  ;  he  attributed  the  Caliph's  moderation 
to  his  want  of  power  ;  and  to  fhew  him  how 
flightly  he  regarded  his  remonftrances,  inftead 
of  returning  him  an  anfwer,  he  infulted  him 
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in  the  groflefl:  manner.  About  three  months  «Ali. 
after  Othman’s  death,  he  called  a  meffenger  Hegyra36- 
to  whom  he  delivered  a  packet  fealed  up,  and  Ch’  ær*  65 
directed  thus  :  cc  Moawiyah  to  Ali.”  Then 
giving  him  private  inflxuétions,  he  fent  him 
to  Medina,  together  with  Ali’s  melfenger, 
whom  he  had  detained  till  that  time.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  orders,  he  entered  Medina  in 
the  evening,  a  time  when  in  that  hot  climate 
the  ftreets  are  the  mod:  frequented,  for  the 
fake  of  enjoying  the  cool  air. 

When  the  courier  entered  the  city,  he  car¬ 
ried  the  packet  on  the  top  of  a  ftaff,  to  in¬ 
form  the  inhabitants  that  the  governor  of 
Syria  had  written  to  the  Caliph.  The  arrival 
of  that  courier  gave  great  pleafure  to  all  fach 
as  were  defirous  of  peace  ;  they  concluded  he 
was  ordered  to  make  foch  a  fhew  of  the  letter; 
and  fuppofed  it  might  contain  fome  terms  for 
an  accomodation,  which  might  put  an  end 
to  all  mifunderftanding  between  the  Caliph 
and  Moawiyah. 

The  people  therefore  immediately  thronged 
after  him  to  know  the  contents  of  his  mef- 
fage.  Ali,  on  his  part,  was  alfo  very  dedrous 
of  coming  to  terms  with  Moawiyah,  and  es¬ 
pecially  at  a  juncture  when  the  flame  of  re¬ 
volt  was  fpreading  with  the  greateft  violence  ; 
but  when  he  opened  the  letter  he  was  greatly 
amazed  to  find  it  was  only  a  blank  paper,  not 
fo  much  as  a  word  being  written  in  it;  which 
he  rightly  iudged  to  be  a  token  of  the  utmoft 
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defiance  and  contempt,  which  called  for  a 
fpeedy  vengeance. 

However,  the  Caliph  had  fo  much  the 
maftery  of  his  paffions,  as  to  fhew  no  great 
change  in  his  countenance  3  he  even  dif- 
courled  with  the  courier,  and  asked  him  what 
news  in  Syria.  The  meffenger  anfwered^  that 
there  were  fixty  thoufand  men  in  arms,  who 
only  waited  for  orders  to  begin  their  march. 
He  added,  that  the  firft  appearance  of  the  in- 
furredion  was  at  Dama  feus,  where  they  had 
fet  up  Othman’s  bloody  fhirt  as  a  ftandard, 
over  the  pulpit  in  the  open  mofque, 

Aii,  unable  to  contain  himfelf  at  this  rela¬ 
tion,  anfwered  with  great  emotion,  “Do  they 
require  the  blood  of  Othmanat  my  hands? 
I  call  God  to  witnefs  I  am  not  guilty  of  it, 
and  hope  he  will  affitt  me.” 

After  fo  plain  an  information,  a  war  in 
Syria  was  unavoidable.  But  whilft  he  was 
endeavouring  to  guard  againft  a  diftant  enemy, 
a  party  was  formed  even  in  Arabia,  which 
was  by  fo  much  the  more  formidable,  as  the 
famous  Aïefha,  the  Caliph’s  inveterate  ene¬ 
my,  was  at  the  head  of  it.  She  was  the 
main  fpring,  and  as  it  were,  the  foul  of  that 
eonfpiracy  againft  Ali,  and  at  her  houfe  the 
eonfpirators  ailembled  to  debate  on  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  were  proper  to  be  taken  for  fecuring 
the  fuccefs  of  their  plot.  And  there  appeared, 
either  perfonally  or  by  deputies,  the  whole 
houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who  all  concurred  in 
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the  defign  of  revenging  the  death  of  Othman, 
who  was  one  of  their  family. 

As  to  the  Ommiyans  they  feèmed  to  have 
fome  pretence  to  punifh  the  Caliph  for  the 
death  of  their  kinfman  :  they  fincerely  thought 
that  Ali  was  the  perpetrator  of  it  5  and  no 
pains  had  been  fpared  to  confirm  them  in 
that  belief.  But  in  refpedt  to  Aïefha,  Tellah, 
and  Zobeir,  who  headed  the  confpiracy, 
their  conduft  in  that  juncture,  was  an  effect 
of  the  bafeft  treachery. 

If  we  may  rely  on  the  teflimony  of  Ebn 
Athir,  an  arabian  writer,  Aïefha  and  her  two 
affociates  were  the  real  contrivers  of,  or  at 
leaft  accomplices  in  Othman’s  affaffination. 
They  alone  deferved  to  have  received  the  pu- 
nifhment  due  to  fo  heinous  a  crime  ;  but  by  an 
uncommon  flretch  of  wickednefs  they  con¬ 
trived  to  throw  the  whole  blame  on  Ali,  that 
they  might  more  furely  deftroy  him.  Such 
was  the  virtuous  Aïefha,  fo  highly  boafted  of 
by  her  countrymen,  and  fo  well  known  in 
the  muffulman  hi  (lory,  by  the  title  of  the 
<c  mother  of  the  faithful’"  which  might  fure¬ 
ly  have  given  her  a  difpenfation  from  appear¬ 
ing  as  an  accufer  of  any  of  her  children,  even 
though  they  had  been  fignally  culpable  j  but 
it  was  certainly  a  moft  infamous  piece  of 
treachery  firft  to  commit  a  crime,  and  then 
to  charge  it  upon  another  perfon,  upon  her 
fovereign,  andifl  may  fo  exprefs  rnyfelf,  upon 
the  whole  (late,  which  was  thereby  expofed 
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to  jfuffer  ail  the  ill  coniequences  of  furious 
and  inteftine  divifions. 

Their  revolt  having  been  agreed  upon,  no¬ 
thing  remained  but  to  fix  on  proper  meaiures 
for  carrying  it  into  execution  ;  to  which  end 
conferences  were  held  at  the  houfe  of  Âïeflha. 
Thaï  vindictive  woman  propofed  they  fhould 
forthwith  march  to  Medina,  She  was  for  ta¬ 
king  away  the  malady  root  and  branch. 
Some  others  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought 
to  march  into  Syria,  to  join  the  numerous 
army  which  Moawiyah  had  raifed  in  that 
province. 

Thefe  different  opinions  having  been  fully 
debated  and  maturely  weighed,  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  follow  either  of  them.  It 
was  obferved  that  almoft  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Medina  fided  with  the  Caliph,  and  to  fall 
on  him  there,  would  be  attacking  him  in  his 
ftrongeft  part.  As  to  the  march  into  Syria, 
it  was  faid,  that  as  Moawiyah  was  ftrong 
enough  to  maintain  the  poffeffion  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  they  might  fafely  leave  to  him  the 
defence  of  that  province. 

As  the  party  did  not  come  into  either  of  thefe 
meaiures,  a  third  was  propofed  ;  namely,  to 
begin  their  operations  of  war  in  thofe  parts 
where  they  might  have  the  greateft  profpeCl 
of  fuccefs,  and  forthwith  to  feize  forne  ftrong 
places.  Tellah,  who  was  at  the  meeting, 
propofed  an  expedition  to  Baforah,  which  he 
was  of  opinion  they  might  eafily  become 
mailers  of,  he  having  a  good  intereft  in  that 
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city.  This  fcheme  was  approved  of,  and  the  AhI- 
confederates  were  forthwith  informed  of  it  ™eg7raA3  ** 
by  proclamations  macie  in  the  ltreets  or  Mec¬ 
ca,  and  by  a  circular  letter,  couched  in  the 
following  terms. 

<c  The  mother  of  the  faithful,  Tellah,  They  afFem» 
and  Zobeir  are  going  in  perfon  to  Baforah.  nd 
Whofoever  therefore  is  defirous  of  defending  march  to¬ 
ll  is  religion,  and  fighting  voluntarily  to  re- wards 
venge  the  death  of  Othman,  let  him  come,1" 
and  if  he  has  not  the  neceffary  conveniences  for 
the  journey,  they  fhall  be  provided  for  him.” 

Their  troops  having  been  foon  affembled, 
they  prepared  for  their  departure.  Aïefha, 
mounted  on  a  camel,  headed  the  forces  in 
their  march  from  Mecca  towards  Baforah, 

When  they  arrived  at  a  place  called  Jowab,  A  fmgular 
they  halted  fome  time  to  refrefh  the  troops,  event/doPs 
which  ftep  had  like  to  have  put  an  end  to  their  march, 
expedition.  The  dogs  of  the  village  having 
gathered  together,  came  running  out,  and 
barked  at  Aïefha  for  a  considerable  time. 

This  event  appeared  to  her  to  be  fo  ill  an 
omen,  that  fhe  immediately  asked,  with  great 
fur  prize,  what  was  the  name  of  the  place; 
and  having  been  informed  that  it  was  called 
Jowab,  flie,  quoting  that  verficle  of  the  Koran 
which  is  often  repeated  in  cafes  of  imminent 
danger,  <c  My  fupport  is  from  God  alone,  in  Alcoran* 
him  do  I  truft,  and  unto  him  do  I  turn  me.”  chaP*  Iltîu 
declared  fhe  would  not  ftir  a  flep  further,  and 
prepared  to  difmount  from  her  camel 
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The  chiefs  being  greatly  alarmed  at  a  re- 
folution  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  en- 
terprize,  earneftly  intreated  her  not  to  aban¬ 
don  them  ;  but  the  longer  fhe  reflected  on 
that  accident,  the  lefs  fhe  feemed  inclined  to 
go  forwards.  She  declared  that  fhe  had 
heard  the  prophet  fay  when  he  was  travel¬ 
ing  with  his  wives,  “  I  wifh  I  had  known  it, 
and  they  fhould  have  lodged  within  the  bark¬ 
ing  of  the  dogs  of  Jowab;”  that  Mahomet 
had  alfo  formerly  declared  to  her,  that  one 
of  his  wives  fhould  at  a  certain  time  be 
barked  at  by  the  dogs  of  the  fame  village  ; 
that  fhe  ought  to  take  care  of  it,  for  fhe 
would  then  be  in  moft  imminent  danger. 

It  was  no  eafy  matter  to  eradicate  fuch  a 
kind  of  prejudice  from  the  mind  of  a  woman 
who  from  her  infancy  had  imbibed  enthufiaf- 
tic  and  fuperftitious  notions  :  However  the 
chief  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  fen- 
lible  of  the  ill  confequences  that  might  refult 
from  fo  unluckv  an  accident,  endeavoured  to 
quiet  the  appréhendons  of  Aïefha,  by  fuborn- 
ing  fome  peafants,  who,  for  the  lucre  of  a  little 
money,  agreed  to  aflert  that  it  was  a  miftake 
to  call  their  village  Jowab,  for  it  had  never 
been  known  by  that  name,  and  they  agreed 
to  give  it  another,  which  probably  was  not 
fo  ill  boding.  Upon  this  they  forthwith  re¬ 
turned  to  Aïefha  and  informed  her  of  the 
news*  They  even  caufed  their  witneffes  to 
appear  before  her,  who  declared  on  their  oath 
what  they  had  promifed  to  aflert.  But  Aïefha 
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[  had  not  yet  got  over  her  fears,  and  fhe  re- 
:  folved  to  lye  all  night  at  the  village,  that  fhe  j?^rra  ^ 
might  have  time  to  confider  what  refolation  '  3 
fhe  fliould  come  to. 

Tellah  and  Zobeir,  vexed  to  find  that  a 
flop  was  put  to  their  march  on  account  of 
fuch  ridiculous  difficulties,  and  knowing  of 
how  great  importance  it  was  to  make  the  befl 
ufe  of  their  time  (there  being  great  caufe  to 
fufpeét  that  Ali  would  fpeedily  march  after 
them)  contrived  an  expedient,  which  foon 
removed  all  obftacles.  They  previoufly  in- 
ftmdled  fome  horfemen  of  their  army  and 
fent  them  to  a  diftance  from  the  camp,  who 
returned  full  gallop,  crying  out  quick,  quick, 
yonder  comes  Ali  and  his  troops. 

This  artifice  fucceedecL  Fear  of  the  pre-  The  revokes 
fent  danger  prevailed  over  all  apprehensions  appear  before 
on  account  of  the  prediction  ;  they  all  de-  Bafoiah* 
camped  in  the  greateft  hafte,  and  the  fuper- 
flitious  Aïeffia,  nimbly  leaping  up  on  her 
camel,  was  foon  foremoft  of  the  company,  and 
led  them  on  fo  briskly,  that  in  a  ffiort  time 
they  arrived  in  fight  of  Baforah. 

They  did  not  expeâ  that  the  city  would 
make  any  great  refiftance.  Tellah,  as  has 
been  faid,  held  a  correfpondence  there,  and 
had  raifed  a  confiderable  party  of  malecontents 
who  had  very  roughly  treated  Othman  Ebn 
Hanif,  when  he  came  to  take  pofîèffioq  of 
the  government  of  that  city  in  the  room  of 
him  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  laft 
ÇpJiphu  Othman  was  therefore  obliged  to 
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return  to  Medina  ;  but  as  there  were  great 
divifions  amongft  the  inhabitants,  by  means 
of  the  party  that  had  declared  for  Ali,  he  was 
recalled.  On  which  he  returned  to  Baforah, 
entered  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  and 
ftrove  to  put  an  end  to  the  fedition.  In  time, 
perhaps,  he  might  have  prevailed  ;  but  by 
the  pernicious  cabals  of  Tellah,  a  party  was 
always  kept  up  which  would  by  no  means 
agree  to  an  accomodation. 

When  Aïeffia  appeared  with  her  army 
before  the  city,  the  new  governor  marched 
out  at  the  head  of  his  troops  to  prevent  them 
from  inverting  the  place  3  but  as  he  was  infe¬ 
rior  in  numbers  to  his  enemies,  he  was  de¬ 
feated  at  the  firft  onfet  ;  and  having  loft 
about  forty  of  his  men  in  the  fkirmifti,  he 
was  taken  prifonef.  They  treated  him  in 
the  mort  outrageous  manner.  The  Arabians 
had  a  great  veneration  for  their  beards,  a 
greater  injury  could  not  (in  their  opinion)  be 
done  them  than  to  cut  them  off* :  and  Aïefha’s 
party,  that  they  might  add  a  kind  of  tor¬ 
ment  to  the  injury,  tore  out  by  the  roots, 
hair  by  hair,  the  beard  and  eyebrows  of  the 
unfortunate  governor.  They  kept  him  pri- 
foner  during  a  fhort  time,  after  which  they 
fet  him  at  liberty,  as  an  example  to  all  fuch 
as  fhould  dare  to  make  refiftance. 

Whilft  Othman  was  in  confinement,  Ani¬ 
ma  r  his  deputy  undertook  the  defence  of 
the  city,  and  prepared  to  face  the  enemy. 
But  as  he  well  knew  that  divifions  reigned 

amongft 
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amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Baforah,  he  was  Ali- 

Hegyrt  36. 

fedted  towards  their  countrymen  who  were  Ch‘  ær‘  65  * 
come  in  an  hoftile  manner  to  attack  them. 

He  therefore  called  the  inhabitants  to  the 
mofque  to  hold  a  confultation.  One  of  them 
flood  up  and  fpoke  in  the  following  terms.  “  If 
thefe  people  come  hither  out  of  fear,  they 
come  from  a  country  where  a  bird  may  be 
fafe.  If  they  make  inquiry  for  the  blood  of 
Othman,  we  did  not  kill  Othman  :  Where¬ 
fore  take  my  advice,  and  fend  them  back  to 
the  place  from  whence  they  came  ;  for  furely 
the  caufe  of  their  coming  hither  is  different 
from  what  they  pretend/’ 

That  orator  would  probably  have  enlarged 
on  the  motives  which  he  pre fumed  had  en¬ 
gaged  Aïefha  and  her  confederates  to  un¬ 
dertake  that  expedition  ;  but  the  people  did 
not  give  him  time.  So  great  a  tumult  arofe 
that  no  meafures  could  be  refolved  on  ; 
and  thereby  it  was  perceived,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  at  great  variance  with  each 
other. 

In  the  mean  time  Aïefha  and  her  train  A 

-i«  1  •  f  /'i  lent  to  Ai- 

drawing  nearer  the  city,  tome  or  the  molt  mo- 
derate  amongft  the  inhabitants  went  out  to 


flrft  defirous  to  found  how  they  flood  af~ 


her,  to  know  why  fhe  had  raifed  fuch  great 
difturbances  in  her  own  country.  A'fefha, 
with  a  loud  fhrill  voice,  harrangued  the  de¬ 
puties  and  all  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants 
prefent  in  a  long  fpeech  ;  but  whether  file 
not  exprefs  herfelf  clearly,  or  whether 
C  4  paffion 
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pafîion  prevented  them  from  putting  a  proper 
conftru&ion  on  what  fhe  uttered,  they  differ¬ 
ed  in  opinion  touching  her  difcourfe.  Some 
faid  fhe  had  fpoken  well,  the  oppofite  party 
gave  them  the  lye  ;  and  from  words  they 
came  to  blows.  But  the  combat  was  not 
very  dangerous,  for  they  only  threw  the  gra¬ 
vel  and  pebbles  at  each  other. 

When  the  difpute  was  a  little  over,  one 
of  the  Arabs  approaching  Aïefha,  fpoke  to 
her  in  a  very  rational  manner  touching  the 
ffep  fhe  had  taken.  “  O  mother  of  the 
faithful,”  faid  he,  <c  the  murdering  of  Othman 
was  a  thing  of  lefs  moment  than  thy  coming 
out  from  thy  houfe  upon  this  curfed  camel. 
God  hath  bellowed  on  thee  a  vail  and  a  pro¬ 
tection  :  but  thou  haft  rent  the  vail,  and  fet 
the  protection  at  nought.  The  fame  perfons 
that  now  are  witneffes  of  thy  quarrelling 
here,  will  alfo  be  witneffes  of  thy  death.  If 
thou  cameft  to  us  of  thine  own  accord,  re¬ 
turn  back  to  thine  own  houfe  ;  if  thou  waff 
brought  hither  by  force,  call  for  aftiftance, 
and  thou  fhait  find  Muffulmen  enough  to 
conduCh  thee  home  with  all  honour  and 
fafetyd’ 

Another  of  the  inhabitants,  with  deftgn 
to  upbraid  the  prophet’s  wife  for  having, 
againft  the  modefty  of  her  fex,  put  herfelf 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  came  up  to  Tellah 
and  Zobeir,  and  told  them  he  perceived  they 
had  brought  their  mother  with  them,  and 
afked  if  the  officers  and  foldiers  had  not  alfa 

brought 
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brought  their  wives  to  accompany  them  Mi. 
upon  that  expedition.  Hegyra  $6. 

This  reproach  bore  hard  on  A'iefha  and  * ær*  5 
all  her  retinae  ;  who  at  the  fame  time  were  re 

far  from  being  pleafed  with  the  firft  ha-  volters  and 
rangue,  though  they  had  not  even  a  plaufi-  the  inhabi- 

«  1  r  &  J  •  1  .  1  *  1  tants  of  Bafo- 

bie  anlwer  to  give  either  to  the  one  or  the  rah> 
other;  infomuch  that  invedtives  foon  enfued, 
which  were  followed  by  blows.  The  aftion 
was  bloody,  many  being  killed  on  each  fide. 

The  next  day  it  was  renewed,  but  the  troops 
of  Aiefha  fuftained  the  greateft  lofs. 

It  may  be  truly  faid,  that  hitherto  the 
parties  had  fought  without  fcarce  knowing 
why.  Some  of  the  moft  difpaffionate  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Baforah,  demanded  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  till  the  return  of  the  deputies 
they  were  about  to  fend  to  Medina,  to  make 
a  proper  enquiry  about  the  çaufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  quarrel. 

Aïeftia  and  her  adherents  accepted  the  pro-  The  revoke» 

pofal  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  as  the  turbu-  Jempttofeize 
lent  difpofition  of  her  adherents  prevented  the  governor, 
them  from  remaining  long  ina&ive,  they  de- 
figned  to  feize  Baforah  by  furprize  :  and  in 
order  to  forward  the  fuccefs  of  their  intended 
enterprize,  they  propofed  to  get  the  perfon 
of  the  governor  into  their  hands. 

Othman  Ebn  Hanif,  whom  they  had  fo 
injurioufly  treated  at  the  firft  attack  of  Bafo¬ 
rah,  was  ftill  governor  of  that  city,  into 
which  he  retired  after  his  enlargement,  and 
which  he  was  now  preparing  to  defend  in  the 

beft 
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beft  manner  he  could.  To  him  they  fent  a 
meflenger,  requefting  that  he  would  come  to 
their  camp,  in  order  to  confer  with  A'fefha. 
But  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  confi- 
dering  the  bafenefs  of  their  late  conduct,  he 
had  no  inclination  to  put  himfelf  again  into 
their  power,  by  yielding  to  an  invitation  which 
he  alfo  concluded  to  be  a  frefh  inftance  of 
their  treachery.  However  it  did  not  appear 
from  the  anfwer  he  returned,  that  he  enter¬ 
tained  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  their  defign,  for 
he  alledged  as  a  reafon  why  he  declined  the 
conference,  the  convention  that  had  been  fti- 
pulated  for  a  fufpenfion  of  all  hoftilities  on 
both  fides,  till  the  deputies  ffiould  return. 

Tellah  and  Zobeir,  being  highly  vexed  at 
miffing  their  aim,  refolved  to  make  themfelves 
amends  by  feizing  the  city  itfelf,  which  they 
confidered  to  be  an  important  poft  that  might 
ferve  their  party  as  a  place  of  arms. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  dark  and  tem¬ 
pe  ft  o  lis  night,  they  furprized  the  city,  and 
lodged  themfelves  in  the  mofqne.  Othman  did 
prodigies  of  valour  in  attempting  to  diflodge 
them  ;  but  as  he  had  not  a  fufficient  number 
of  troops,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat.  And 
the  enemy,  encouraged  by  fuccefs,  purfued 
and  pufhed  him  very  hard.  The  governor, 
who  had  but  an  handful  of  foldiers  about  him, 
for  a  long  time  defended  himfelf  with  great 
bravery  3  but  at  laft  refiftance  became  vain, 
and  he  was  feized  by  the  enemy. 

So 
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*<  *•  *  "  *■ 

So  foon  as  he  was  taken  prifoner,  word  was  A  L  !* 
fent  to  Aïe  (lia,  to  know  which  way  {he  ^S7ra  36* 
would  pleafe  to  difpofe  of  him.  The  fir  ft  *  5 
fentence  {he  pronounced  was  death  ;  but  at 
the  intercefiion  of  one  of  her  attendants,  who 
adjured  her  in  the  name  of  God,  and  the 
companions  of  the  apoftle,  not  to  kill  him, 
the  fentence  was  changed  into  forty  ftripes, 
and  imprifonment. 

So  foon  as  full  poffeffion  was  taken  of  the 
new  conquered  city,  Aïefha,  together  with 
Tellah  and  Zobeir,  the  leaders  of  the  party, 
made  their  publick  entry  therein.  They 
ftrove  to  gain  the  affections  of  the  people, 
and  to  prevail  on  them  unanimoufly  to  declare 
againft  Ali,  whom  they  had  devoted  to  de- 
ftruCtion. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  Medina,  where  Ali  The  Caliph 
was  endeavouring  to  fix  the  inhabitants  more  t]ie 
firmly  in  his  intereft.  He  looked  upon  the  rife  up  in  his 
Medinians  to  be  his  firmed:  friends  5  for  as  defence* 
his  eleClion  was  the  work  of  their  hands,  he 
expeCted  they  would  exert  themfelves  to  fup- 
port  it.  He  made  a  fpeech  to  the  people  at 
a  general  affembly  held  in  the  mofque.  He 
loudly  and  warmly  declaimed  againft  the  pre- 
fumptuous  defigns  of  the  rebels,  who  refufed 
to  acknowledge  him  as  fovereign,  and  there¬ 
by  manifeftly  controverted  their  right  of  con¬ 
ferring  the  crown.  He  exhorted  them  not  to 
overlook  fo  great  an  infult,  and  aflured  them 

that 
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that  God  would  direél  and  help  them  in  their 

affairs. 

Though  Ali  was  well  beloved  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  though  they  well  knew  he  was  fairly 
ele&'ed,  and  though  he  was  allowed  to  be  the 
bed  orator  of  the  age,  yet  his  harangue  was 
far  from  having  the  defired  effed.  Indead 
of  loud  acclamations,  and  that  readinefs  which 
he  expeded  his  friends  would  have  fhewn  to 
take  up  arms  without  delay,  and  which  was 
fo  neceflary  in  order  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  the  revolt  3  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  an  univerfal  filence  and  backwardnefs 
amongft  them,  the  fear  of  a  civil  war  fee  ru¬ 
ing  to  have  tyed  up  their  tongues,  as  well  as 
frozen  their  zeal  for  his  caufe. 

Ziyad-ebn-Hantelah,  a  perfon  of  emi¬ 
nent  rank  and  diftinguifhed  valour,  was  fo 
moved  at  the  indifference  fhewn  by  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  that  he  voluntarily  ftepped  up  to  Ali 
and  faid,  <c  Let  whofoever  will  hold  back,  we 
will  be  forward.” 


This  flep  of  Ziyâd  made  a  flrong  impref- 
fion  upon  the  minds  of  the  whole  affembly. 
They  were  inwardly  vexed  that  they  had 
not  fhewn  the  fame  courage.  Infenfibly  a 
murmur  arofe  in  behalf  of  the  Caliph,  and 
they  feemed  inclinable  to  join  in  his  defence  ; 
but  many  of  them  were  prevented  by  the 
reports  which  Ai'efha  and  her  party  had  art¬ 
fully  propagated  touching  the  death  of  the 
laft  Caliph,  not  that  they  generally  believed 
him  to  be  guilty  of  fo  heinous  a  crime  3  but 

the 
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the  very  imputation  of  it  made  them  back-  •Ali* 
ward  to  declare  in  his  favour.  Nv 

But  this  impediment  was  loon  removed. 

Two  of  the  religious  anfars,  who  were  doc¬ 
tors  of  the  muflulman  law,  and  held  in  great 
efteem  on  account  of  the  integrity  of  their 
lives,  flood  up  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  alTembly, 
and  loudly  pronounced  that  c<  The  *  imam 
Othman,  mafter  of  the  two  teftimonies,  did 
not  die  by  the  mafter  of  the  two  teftimo¬ 
nies.  Meaning  that  Ali  was  not  guilty  of 
of  the  death  of  Othman, 

So  folemn  a  decifion  caufed  all  their  fcru- 
ples  to  vanifh.  Abu  Kotadad,  an  anfar  of 
great  diftinétion,  drawing  his  iword  and  (hew¬ 
ing  it  to  the  people,  faid,  “  The  apoftle  of 
God,  upon  whom  be  peace,  girt  me  with 
this  fword,  which  I  have  fheathed  a  long 
while  ;  but  it  is  now  high  time  to  draw  it 
againft  thefe  wicked  men  who  are  always  de¬ 
ceiving  the  people.” 

All  diftinftion  of  party  being  now  at  an 
end,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Medina  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  march  out  in  defence 
of  the  Caliph  ;  Ali,  well  pleafed  with  the 
favourable  refolutions  of  the  people,  was 


*  Imam,  in  Arabic,  fignifies  a  head  or  pontiff,  and  is  the 
fame  amongft  the  Mahometans  as  a  biihop  or  pariih  prieft 
amongft  the  Chriftians.  They  gave  the  Caliphs  the  title  of 
Imams,  becaufe  they  were  fupreme  both  in  fpirituals  and 
temporals . 

t  The  mafter  of  the  two  teftimonies,  figniHes  the  Caliph, 
as  head  of  the  muffulman  religion,  which  conflits  in  thefe  two 
fundamental  points  :  «  There  is  but  one  God.  Mahomet 
is  the  apoftle  of  God  ” 


defirous 
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defirous  of  marching  after  Aïefha  and  hef 
party,  in  hopes  of  preventing  the  rebels  from 
getting  poffeffion  of  Baforah  3  to  which  end 
he  departed  from  the  city  at  the  head  of 
about  nine  hundred  men.  But  being  in¬ 
formed  at  a  place  called  Arrabdah,  that  it 
would  be  in  vain,  he  halted  there,  and  fent 
expreffes  to  different  parts  of  his  dominions, 
with  orders  that  they  fhould  fend  him  fpeedy 
fuccours.  During  his  ftay  there  he  aifo  dis¬ 
patched  Mahomet  the  fon  of  Abubecre,  and 
Mahomet  the  fon  of  Giaffer,  withinftrudlions 
to  treat  with  the  inhabitants  of  Cufah,  and 
to  obtain  from  them  a  timely  reinforcement  of 
troops  3  but  their  embaffy  was  not  attended 
with  fuccefs.  The  governor  of  Cufah 
who  in  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  had 
fent  him  word  that  all  was  well  in  thofe 
parts,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  all  that  concerned  him  there,  per¬ 
ceiving  how  the  face  of  things  was  changed, 
and  apprehenfive  of  the  fuccefs  of  Aïefha 
and  her  affociates  at  Baforah,  began  to  be 
in  fufpence,  and  treated  All’s  envoys  with 
great  coldnefs  3  and  though  they  intreated 
him  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs,  they  could 
not  prevail  on  him  to  declare  for  the 
Caliph. 

The  deputies  finding  that  intreaties  flood 
them  in  no  flead,  reproached  him  for  his 
ingratitude  and  injullice  :  but  this  only  ferved 

*  Abu  Mu  fa. 
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to  difcover  his  ill-will  towards  Ali  ;  for  he  Atu 

declared  with  an  oath,  that  the  affaffination  syra  3^ 

as  their  matter's  head  ;  and  they  were  re- 
folved  not  to  ftir  in  the  quarrel,  unlefs  com¬ 
pelled  by  abfolute  necefiity,  till  they  had 
cleared  their  hands  of  Othman’s  murderers. 

The  envoys  being  unable  to  obtain  any  other 
anfwer,  fet  out  to  join  Ali,  full  of  rage  and 
vexation. 

They  went  to  the  camp  at  Arrabdah,  ex¬ 
pecting  to  have  found  the  Caliph  there; 
but  he  had  quitted  it,  and  was  marched 
nearer  to  Baforah,  having  been  joined  by 
a  reinforcement  which  the  tribe  of  Thai 
had  fent  him  under  a  chief  named  Said-ebn- 
Obeid.  And  fhortly  after,  during  his  march, 
he  received  further  fuccours  from  the  tribe 
of  Afed,  which  infenfibly  increafed  his 
little  army,  and  infpired  him  with  the  mott 
fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  defigns. 

The  deputies  who  returned  from  Cufah, 
came  up  with  him  at  Dulkhar,  at  the  very 
time  when  Othman,  the  governor  of  Bafo¬ 
rah,  came  to  wait  upon  the  Caliph,  and 
give  him  an  account  of  what  palled  there. 

Ali,  perceiving  upon  his  vifage  marks  of 
the  cruel  treatment  he  had  met  with  from 
Aïelha  and  her  attendants,  pitied  his  mis¬ 
fortune,  and  publickly  beftowed  high  com¬ 
mendations  on  his  fidelity  and  conftancv. 

The  deputies  he  had  fent  to  Cufah,  then 
gave  him  an  account  of  their  negotiations. 

The 


of  Othman  ftill  hung  over  his  own,  as  well 
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The  behaviour  of  Abu  Miifa  touched  him 
Hegyra  36.  to  the  quick;  however  this  infulting  anfwer 
* ær*  did  not  difcourage  him  ;  he  fent  other  de¬ 
puties,  who  were  as  unfuccefsful  as  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  and  upon  their  return,  he  finally  re- 
folved  to  fend  his  eldefl  fon  Hafan  thither, 
together  with  Ammar-ebn-Yafar,  (whom  he 
appointed  his  colleague)  with  orders  to  make 
a  frefh  attempt,  and  to  ufe  all  poffible  means 
for  bringing  over  to  his  fide  the  governor 
and  inhabitants  of  that  city. 

Hafan  nego-  Abu  Mufa  received  Hafan  with  great 

Cufians  for  marks  of  refpecl  ;  but  when  they  came  into 
the  obtaining  the  mofque  to  debate  the  matter,  he  oppo- 
o  uccouis.  ^  wjth  the  fame  vigour  as  before,  and 

exerted  his  utmoft  to  prevent  the  people  from 
complying  with  Ali's  propofals.  But  things 
took  a  fudden  turn  ;  for  a  tumult  beginning 
to  arife  in  the  aflembly,  Zeid-ebn-Sauchan 
flood  up,  and  produced  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  Aïefha,  commanding  him 
either  to  flay  at  home,  or  to  come  to  her 
afliflance  ;  together  with  another  to  the 
Cufians  to  the  fame  eflfedt.  Having  read 
It  is  a  text  m  them  both  to  the  people,  he  fkid,  £C  Aïefha 

the  iioran.  ,  ,  1  1  ,  .  .  .  ,  .  r 

was  commanded  to  abide  m  her  houle, 
and  we  to  fight  till  the  fedition  fhould  be 
quelled.  Now  fhe  hath  commanded  us  to 
do  her  part,  and  hath  taken  ours  upon 

herfelf.” 

The  freedom  with  which  Zeid  had  cen- 
fured  the  conduct  of  Aïefha,  provoked  the 
cppofite  party,  who  began  to  murmur  and 

utter 
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j  utter  invedtives,  and  a  warm  debate  enfued  : 
I  but  Hafan  appearing  inclined  to  fpeak  to 

I  the  people,  the  tumult  by  degrees  fubfided, 
and  filence  having  been  obtained,  he  arofe, 
and  fpoke  thus  :  “  Your  monarch/’  faid  he, 
meaning  the  Caliph,  £C  requires  your  affift- 
ance,  and  it  is  both  your  duty  and  intereft  to 
|  grant  it  him.  Can  you  alledge  any  juft 
j  caufe  for  refufing  it  ?  Can  any  man  truly  up¬ 
braid  him  with  having  (hewn  a  covetous  in- 
^  clination,  or  with  having  perverted  juftice  ? 

Will  any  amongft  you  fay,  that  he  hath  intru- 
;  ded  himfelf  into  the  Caliphat,  or  is  unworthy 
of  that  digity  ?  The  rebels,  indeed,  pretend 
f  they  have  taken  up  arms  to  avenge  the  death 

I  of  Othman  :  but  be  not  deceived,  O  ye 
men  of  Cufah  ;  the  avenging  Othman  is 
but  a  pretext,  the  dethroning  Ali  is  their 
real  defign.  Ali,  who  was  unanimoufly 
chofen  at  Medina,  and  to  whom  Tellah  and 
Zobeir,  that  now  head  the  rebels,  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.” 

This  harangue  had  a  greater  effecft  than 
all  the  preceding  negotiations.  The  Cubans 
were  moved  at  the  perfections  the  Caliph 
buffered.  Hafan,  who  was  attentive  to  all 
that  pafled  at  the  affembly,  plainly  faw  the 
temper  of  the  people,  and,  by  his  affable 
and  condefcending  behaviour  during  his  fhort 
ftay  in  that  city,  intirely  fixed  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  his  intereft.  When  he  took  his 
leave,  he  told  them  he  was  going  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  ;  that  he  would  acquaint  him  with  their 

V  ol. IL  I)  good 

& 


34 

Al  r. 

ïlegyra  36. 
Ch.  ær..  656. 


The  Cufians 
raife  troops 
for  the  Ca¬ 
liph. 


•  The  HISTORY  of  ' 

I»  , 

good  intentions  towards  him,  and  give  him 
hopes  they  would  be  fpeedily  carried  into 
execution.  The  Cufians  having  exprefied  a 
defire  of  marching  forthwith  in  defence  of 
their  fo vereign,  Hafan  declared  how  greatly 
he  was  obliged  to  them  for  their  readinefs, 
and  at  his  departure  told  them,  that  fuch  as 
thought  fit  to  follow  him,  would  do  an  ef- 
fential  fervice  to  the  ftate,  and  he  fhould 
think  it  an  honour  to  march  at  their  head. 

The  promifes  of  the  Cufians  were  foon 
carried  into  effect,  and  about  nine  thoufand 
of  them  began  their  march.  Hafan,  who 
was  equally  furprized  and  pleafed  at  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  negotiation,  forthwith  difpatched 
a  mefienger  to  the  Caliph,  to  inform  him 
of  fo  happy  an  event. 

This  important  news  filled  AU  and  his 
party  with  joy.  The  higheit  encomiums 
were  beftowed  on  the  zeal  of  the  Cufians  ; 
and  in  order  to  (hew  his  gratitude,  the  Ca¬ 
liph  marched  forwards,  and  met  and  wel¬ 
comed  them.  He  harangued  the  new  re¬ 
cruits  with  his  accuftomed  eloquence  3  and 
after  having  greatly  praiied  their  valour,  for 
which  they  had  been  diftinguifhed  on  fo 
many  occafions,  and  particularly  at  the  time 
they  conquered  Perfia,  he  addrefled  them  in 
the  following  terms,  in  relation  to  the  pre¬ 
fect  pofture  of  affairs  : 

I  have  called  you  hither,  (faid  he)  brave 
Cufians,  to  be  witnefies  between  us  and  our 
brethren  of  Baforah.  It  is  my  intention  to 

make 
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make  ufe  of  gentle  means,  in  hopes  of  bring-  Alî- 
ing  them  to  their  duty  without  the  fhedding 
of  muffulman  blood.  And  if  any  amongft  you  ’ ær'  5  * 
maintain  a  correfpondence,  or  have  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  place,  I  intreat  that  you  will 
labour  with  me  in  bringing  about  an  ac¬ 
commodation  ;  for  I  here  openly  declare,  I 
prefer  peace  to  all  the  advantages  that  may 
be  gained  by  arms  :  fince  on  which  fide 
foever  the  fortune  of  war  declares,  the  por^ 
tion  of  the  fubjeét  is  certain  defolation.” 

The  loud  acclamations  uttered  by  the 
people  on  the  concluding  this  harangue, 
convinced  the  Caliph  that  he  might  rely  oil 
their  favourable  difpofitions.  Ali  therefore 
Shortly  began  his  march  to  find  out  the 
rebels. 

On  receipt  of  this  news,  Àïefha  and  her 
party  in  Baforah  began  to  be  in  no  fmâil 
perplexity.  But  when  they  faw  the  Caliph 
appear  with  his  army,  and  pitch  his  camp 
near  the  walls  of  the  city,  they  feemed  tô 
be  in  a  defpairing  condition.  The  rebels 
having  held  feveral  conferences  in  a  very 
tumultuous  manner,  Tellah  and  Z  obéir  re*- 
folved  to  have  an  interview  with  Ali,  in  order 
to  compromife  matters  upon  the  heft  terms 
they  could  procure. 

Ali,  who  breathed  only  peace,  readily  Conference 
agreed  to  confer  with.  them.  At  the  firft  between  All 
interview  the  Caliph  fpoke  to  them  with 
great  moderation  5  however  in  fuch  terms  as 
manifested  their  infidelity  and  perfidioufnefs  > 
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Ali.  in  a  word,  their  rebellion,  for  which  he  had 
Hegyra  3 6.  not  given  them  the  lead  caufe. 

Ch.  ær.  656.  cc  j^emem|3er?”  faid  he  to  Zobeir,  €c  what 

paSTed  between  the  prophet,  you  and  me, 
when  he  afked  you,  if  you  did  not  love  his 
dear  fon  Ali.  You  anfwered,  Yes  ;  and  he 
replied,  Notwithstanding  this,  a  day  will 
come  when  you  Shall  rife  up  againft  him, 
and  be  the  occafion  of  great  miferies  both 
to  him  and  all  the  Muffulmen.” 

Zobeir,  being  equally  moved  at  the  mo¬ 
deration  with  wrhich  the  Caliph  fpoke  to 
him,  and  the  reproach  of  having  been  falfe 
to  that  friendship  he  had  fworn  even  in  the 
prefence  of  Mahomet,  anfwered  with  a  great 
foiveTto'hy  fhew  of  contrition  :  Cc  I  well  remember  it  ; 
down  his  and  had  I  recollected  my  promife  before,  I 
arms.  would  never  have  borne  arms  againft  you.” 

Upon  this  he  retired,  and  refolved  that  what 
turn  foever  affairs  Should  take,  he  would  no 
more  oppofe  Ali. 

But  the  envenomed  AïeSha  never  ceafed 
till  She  had  brought  him  back  to  the  former 
refolutions  She  had  inftiiled  into  him  :  and 
that  She  might  have  no  future  caufe  to  fear 
the  unfteadinefs  of  that  Muffulman,  She  pre¬ 
vented  his  having  any  more  interviews  with 
the  Caliph.  And  as  Zobeir  expreffed  great 
uneafmefs  on  account  of  the  oath  of  alle-7 
giance  he  had  taken  to  Ali  at  the  time  of  his 
inauguration,  *  She  bad  him  expiate  his  oath, 

*  Ockley,  in  his  Hhlory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  II.  fol.  42, 
fays,  It  was  the  opinion  of  fome  that  Abdollah,  the  fon  of 
Zobeir,  gave  his  father  the  hint. 
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which  he  performed  by  ^fetting  a  flave  at  Ali* 
liberty.  By  means  of  this  expedient,  Zo-  (^^656. 
beir  again  joined  the  rebels,  and  bore  arms 
againft  Ali,  at  the  battle  which  was  fought 
fhortly  after. 

All  the  conferences  that  had  palled  were 
fruitlefs.  In  vain  did  the  Caliph,  who  had 
reafon  and  juftice,  as  well  as  a  numerous 
army  on  his  fide,  take  meafures  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  ;  the  turbulent  Àïefha 
would  not  lifien  to  his  terms,  and  defeated 
1;  all  his  meafures,  infomuch  that  they  were 

1  at  laid  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  a  decifive 
adrion. 

The  two  armies  drew  up  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  lay  on  their  arms  oppofite  each 
other.  Aïefha,  in  order  to  give  vigour  and 
;  courage  to  her  friends,  mounted  her  great 
camel,  and  was  carried  up  and  down  the 

2  battle  in  a  litter  made  like  a  cage.  So  foon 
f  as  the  fignai  was  given,  both  fides  engaged 

iwith  equal  fury  and  bravery.  The  battle 
was  very  bloody,  and  for  a  long  time  victory 
feemed  doubtful  to  which  party  fhe  fhould 
favour.  But  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 
rebel  generals,  Ali’s  troops  had  a  manifeft 
advantage. 

Tellah,  one  of  the  chief  commanders,  Tellah  is  kit- 
i:  finding  the  ardour  of  his  troops  greatly led* 

I  abated,  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  encourage 


*  This  was  the  method  ufed  by  the  Muffulmen  to  expiate 
an  oath  which  they  were  unwilling  to  keep,  or  which  would 


I  prejudice  them  to  obferve 
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Ali-  them.  Merwan,  who  was  then  with  A1i3 
Qi^ær  6%  °^ervec^  him,  and  faid,  “Behold  a  traytor  and 
^  '  murderer  of  Gthman,  who,  in  hopes  of  bet¬ 
tering  his  condition,  now  appears  the  fore-* 
moft  a  mon  gif  thofe  that  feek  to  revenge  his 
blood  5  but  I  fhall  hop  him  in  his  career.’* 
And  with  thefe  words  he  let  fly  an  arrow 
which  mortally  wounded  Tellah  in  the  thigh. 
He  was  forthwith  carried  out  of  the  battle  to 
a  houfe  in  Baforah,  and  his  wound  dreffed, 
but  he  was  foon  fenlible  he  had  not  long  to 
live.  A  ihort  time  before  he  died,  he  law 
one  of  Alfls  men  (who  had  probably  been 
taken  prifoner,)  and  being  informed  that  he 
belonged  to  the  emperor  of  the  faithful, 
e£  Give  me  your  hand  then/5  faid  he,  sc  that  I 
may  put  mine  into  it  ;  and  by  this  addon  re¬ 
new  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  I  have  already 
made  to  All.’ *  Which  words  were  no  fooner 
out  of  his  mouth  than  he  expired. 

When  this  was  told  to  Ali,  he  returned 
thanks,  and  faid,  “  God  would  not  call  him 
to  heaven  till  he  had  blotted  out  the  firft  breach 
of  his  word  by  this  laft  proteftation  of  fidelity/* 
The  death  of  Ali  was  at  the  fame  time  informed  that  Zo- 
beir,  another  commander  of  the  rebels, had  alfo 
loft  his  life.  It  has  been  obferved  that  after 
his  interview  with  the  Caliph  he  had  differed 
himfelf  to  be  feduced  by  Aïefha,  and  had 
again  taken  up  arms  againft  Ali  ;  but  as  the 
two  armies  were  on  the  point  of  engaging,  he 
was  feized  with  feme  frefh  fcruples,  having 
been  informed  that  a  famous  Muflulman, 

named 
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named  Ammar-ebn-Yafler  was  in  Alfscamp, 
and  recolleéting  he  had  formerly  heard  Maho- 
met  fay 3  that  Yafler  was  fo  greata  lover  of  equi¬ 
ty  and  juftice,  that  the  party  he  fhould  efpoufe 
would  be  the  honed:  one;  the  idea  fo  affeded 
him,  that  he  füentîy  withdrew  out  of  the  battle, 
and  went  towards  Mecca.  Being. come  as  far 
as  a  valley,  eroded  by  a  rivulet  called  Sabaa, 
he  met  an  arabian  detachment  commanded  by 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais,  who  had  fided  with  neither 
party,  and  knowing  they  were  ready  to  come 
to  blows,  was  encamped  there  with  his  men, 
attending  the  fuccefs  of  the  battle,  with  an 
intent  to  join  the  conqueror. 

It  appears  however  from  the  relation  of 
Mirkoud,  a  perfian  hiftorian,  that  Hanaf 
was  much  more  inclined  to  the  Caliph  than  to 
the  other  party  :  for  feeing  Zobeir  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  who  was  coming  towards  him,  and  to 
whofe  treachery  he  was  no  ftranger,  he  asked 
his  men,  if  there  was  nobody  that  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  give  him  a  good  account  of  Zobeir? 

Amru-ebn-Giarmouz  ftepping  out  under¬ 
took  the  com  million,  and  immediately  rode 
up  to  Zobeir,  who  bad  him  keep  his  dis¬ 
tance  ;  but  after  a  fhort  converfation  growing 
into  greater  confidence  of  Zobeir,  they  both 
alighted  from  their  horfes.  Whilft  they  were 
converting  on  what  paffed  in  the  Caliph’s  ar¬ 
my,  Zobeir  çryed  out,  Salat,  that  is  to  prayers, 
(for  the  hour  of  prayer  was  come)  and  as  he 
proftrated  himfelf  to  pray,  Amru  feized  the 
opportunity,  and  with  one  blow  of  his  ch- 
meter  fevered  his  head  from  his  body, 

D  4 


That 


4o  The  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of 

Ali-  That  Muffülman  inftead  of  carrying  the 
Hegyra  36.  peac[  t0  }pls  captain,  as  he  was  ordered  to  do, 
ær'  5  ’  ran  inftantly  to  the  Caliph’s  army,  at  the  time 
tt  Zobeir’^  v^ory  had  declared  in  favour  of  Ali.  Amru 
death,  flattered  himfelf  that  by  prefen  ting  to  the 
Caliph  the  head  of  fo  confiderable  an  enemy, 
he  fhould  enhance  the  advantages  the  Caliph 
had  obtained.  But  Ali,  far  from  teftifying 
the  leaft  fatisfadtion,  could  not  help  fhedding 
tears  at  the  fight.  He  fpoke  very  harfhly  to 
Amru,  and  even  threatened  him  with  hell. 
And  he  who  had  expected  an  ample  recorn- 
pence,  was  aftonifhed  at  fuch  a  rate  to  fee  the 
matter  take  fo  different  a  turn,  that  laying  afide 
all  refpedt  he  faid  to  the  Caliph,  “  You  are  the 
evil  genius  of  the  Muflifimen  ;  if  one  delivers 
you  from  your  enemies,  you  immediately 
threaten  him  with  hell  :  and  if  a  man 
kills  any  of  your  adherents,  he  becomes  in¬ 
ftantly  a  companion  of  the  devil.  And  fo 
great  was  the  rage  of  Amru  that  without 
uttering  another  word  he  drew  his  fword,  and 
plunged  it  in  his  own  breaft. 

By  the  death  of  Tellah  and  Zobeir,  and 
the  utter  defeat  of  the  rebels,  Ali’s  victory  was 
compleat.  And  he  had  no  longer  reafon  to 
fear  any  oppofition  from  enemies  in  the  heart 
of  his  dominions  5  Aïefha  herfelf  was  made 
prifoner  ;  va‘n  had  fhe  attempted  to  efcape 
amongft  the  runaways  ;  *  her  camel  having 

been 


*  So  long  as  Aïefha's  camel  Hood  on  his  legs  the  hotteft 
of  the  battle  was  about  him.  Tabu  fays  that  threefcore  and 
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been  hamftringed  in  the  heat  of  the  a&ion, 
fhe  was  obliged  to  lye  upon  the  field  till  the 
battle  was  over,  and  there  the  Caliph  had  an 
interview  with  her. 

The  conference  began  with  mutual  re¬ 
proaches.  However,  Ali  in  the  end  treated  her 
with  great  civility  and  moderation,  anddifmiffed 
her  to  Medina  with  a  very  good  equipage 
commanded  by  his  two  fons.  He  required  her 
to  remain  in  her  houfe,  not  to  intermeddle 
any  more  with  ftate  affairs,  and  particularly 
not  to  join  for  the  future  in  any  faction,  which 
would  fpare  her  the  lhame  of  reflecting  upon 
herfelf  for  having  been  a  fécond  time  the  au- 
thorefs  of  fuch  disturbances  as  fhe  had  already 
occafioned,  to  the  great  detriment  of  her 
country. 

After  the  departure  of  Aïefha,  Ali  having 
given  orders  for  collecting  all  the  booty  taken 
from  the  enemy,  took  a  refolution  to  difpofe 
of  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  likely  to  gain 
the  love  of  all  the  army  ;  for  he  directed  that 
a  *  considerable  part  of  it  Should  be  divided 
amongft  the  representatives  of  fuch  of  his 
foldiersas  had  been  killed  in  the  battle.'  And 
having  conftituted  Abdallah- ebn-  Abbas  gover¬ 
nor  of  Balorah,  in  a  Short  time  he  departed 
from  that  city. 

ten  men’s  hands  were  cut  off  that  held  his  bridle.  And  Aï- 
elha’s  litter  was  ftuck  fo  full  of  arrows  and  javelins,  that  it 
looked  like  a  porcupine.  Gckley’s  Life  of  Ali,  fol.  46. 

*  Ockley  fays  all  the  booty.  Ibid. 

f  They  did  not  exceed  one  thoufand.  Ibid. 
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The  Caliph  went  to  Cufah,  where  he 
fixed  the  feat  of  his  empire.  Meaning  by 
that  honourable  mark  of  diftindion  to  teftify 
his  gratitude  for  the  fervices  done  him  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  to  whofe  afiiftance 
and  valour,  he  confeffed,  he  was  indebted  for 
the  vidory  he  had  juft  obtained. 

This  great  fuccefs  having  rendered  Aii  ex¬ 
ceeding  powerful,  he  feemed  to  be  no  longer 
apprehenfive  of  any  moleftation  from  Moa¬ 
wiyah  ;  he  was  unwilling  at  that  time  to  at¬ 
tack  the  governor  of  Syria  with  open  force, 
and  overlooking  the  indecent  treatment  he  had 
received  from  that  Muffulmao,  on  account  of 
a  letter  he  had  formerly  fent  him,  he  refolved 
to  write  to  him  a  fécond  time  in  hopes  of  pre¬ 
vailing  with  him  to  fubmit  to  his  authority. 

Moawiyah  for  a  time  declined  to  fend  any 
fatisfadory  anfwer.  He  was  unwilling  to 
take  the  leaft  ftep  without  previoufly  con  fak¬ 
ing  Amru-ebn-al-As,  that  famous  conqueror 
of  Egypt,  who  having  been  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  of  that  province  by  Omar,  had  been 
deprived  of,  and  afterwards  reftored  to  it  by 
Othman,  and  had  been  lately  difmiffed  from 
that  poft  by  Ali.  Moawiyah  did  not  fail  en¬ 
tering  into  a  ftrid  league  with  fo  confiderable 
a  malecontent,  and  they  in  concert  ufed  their 
utmoft  efforts  to  protrad  the  diforders,  that 
they  might  by  degrees  deprive  the  Caliph  of 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  Upon  receipt,  there¬ 
fore  of  Ali’s  letter,  Moawiyah  comrnuni- 

cated 


the  ARABIANS,  43 

eated  the  contents  to  Amru,  and  defired  -^LI* 
he  would  inform  him  of  his  fentiments  ^g7ra  36- 
upon  the  matter.  And  he  at  the  fame  time  '  <er*  5 
affured  him,  that  he  was  dill  bent  on  reveng¬ 
ing  the  death  of  the  Caliph  Othman,  that  all 
Syria  entertained  the  fame  defign,  and  that 
he  would  do  what  in  him  lay  to  fpur  them 
on. 


Amru  was  in  Paleftine  when  he  received 
Moawiyah’s  letter  :  It  gave  him  the  moil: 
fenfible  pleafure  to  find  that  governor  ftill  per¬ 
illing  in  his  refolutions  to  oppofe  Ali.  He 
returned  for  anfwer  that  he  foon  propofed 
to  fécond  him,  and  heartily  join  in  taking 
vengeance  for  the  Caliph’s  death. 

He  no  longer  bore  in  mind  that  Othman 
had  formerly  omitted  no  means  of  difcredit- 

j 

ing  him,  and  that  fo  foon  as  he  was  eîeâed 
Caliph,  he  had  deprived  him  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Egypt,  to  which  he  had  reflored 
him  only  on  account  of  the  then  exigency 
of  affairs,  and  of  the  great  credit  he  was  in 
amongft  the  Egyptians,  When  Ali  afcended 
the  throne,  he  forthwith  again  difmiffed  him 
from  that  government,  which  ftep  induced 
Amru  to  declare  againft  him,  and  to  join 
with  Moawiyah  in  that  fatal  union  which  filled 
the  muffalman  empire  with  inteftine  di¬ 
visions,  and  in  the  end  deprived  the  Caliph  of 
his  crown  and  life. 

The  conne&ions  between  Moawiyah  and 
Amru,  were  greatly  flrengthened  by  the  vic¬ 
tory  Ail  had  juft  obtained.  They  fore  fa  w  that 

if 
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AhU  if  they  remained  divided*  the  power  he  had 

Ch^ær*  656  ga*ne^  by  fuch  an  advantage  would  enable  him 
eafily  to  crufh  them  both.  But  that  by  unit¬ 
ing  their  ftreogth,  the  entei  prize  would  be 
attended  with  much  greater  difficulties;  and 
it  might  even  be  prefumed,  that  two  chief¬ 
tains  equally  renowned  for  their  conquefts, 
and  skill  in  politics,  might  be  able  to  coun¬ 
terbalance  the  Caliph's  authority,  and  in  time 
effectually  caufe  his  deftruftion. 

During  the  time  Moawiyah  expected  the 
arrival  of  Amro,  he  ufed  all  poffible  means 
his  party. tQ  t0  *ncenfe  die  Syrians  againft  Ali.  He  re- 
prefented  him  as  the  affaffin  of  Gthman, 
wffiofe  death  he  was  concerned  to  avenge,  not 
only  as  he  wTas  a  defcendant  from  Ommiyah, 
as  well  as  the  Caliph,  but  alfo  out  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  lignai  fervice  he  had  done  him  in 
bellowing  on  him  the  government  of  Syria, 
of  which  the  new  Caliph  was  bent  to  deprive 
him. 

It  has  appeared  that  Moawiyah  had  already 
raifed  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  more 
than  fufficient  to  have  faced  the  Caliph,  at  the 
time  of  the  firft  difturbances  in  Medina  :  but 
Ali’s  forces  were  fo  much  augmented  lince  his 
late  victory,  that  it  was  unfafe  to  march  out 
againft  him,  without  having  firft  taken  the 
utnioft  precautions.  Befides,  Moawiyah  was 
revolving  in  his  mind  an  important  fcheme 
which  he  could  not  carry  into  execution 
without  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to  fupport 


his  ambitious  defigns. 


For 
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For  this  caufe  he  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  Al  * 
gain  the  whole  hearts  of  the  people  ;  and 
without  making  the  lead  difcovery  of  thofe 
motives  which  were  the  main  fprings  of  his 
condudt,  he  pretended  that  his  only  view 
was  to  revenge  the  death  of  Othman.  The 
populace  who  had  teftified  their  affedlion  to 
that  Caliph  at  the  time  his  bloody  garments 
were  difplayed  in  public,  gave  frefh  proofs 
of  their  regard  for  him  when  Moawiyah  ha¬ 
rangued  them  on  the  fame  fubjedt  in  the 
chief  mofque  of  Damafcus. 

He  loudly  accufed  Ali  of  having  facrificed 
Othman  to  his  ambitious  views  of  obtaining 
1  the  throne.  He  afferted  that  the  eledion  of 
the  new  Caliph  had  not  been  confirmed  by 
>  the  voices  of  the  people  ;  that  he  had  com¬ 
mitted  outrages  on  feveral  of  the  Muffulmen, 
to  force  them  to  pay  him  homage  ;  that  Tel- 
I  lah  and  Zobeir  having  protefted  againft  his 
election,  he  had  purfued  them  fword  in  hand, 
and  having  obtained  a  vi&ory  over  thofe  no- 
:  ble  defenders  of  the  blood  of  Othman,  and 
8  the  liberties  of  their  country,  he  had  pre¬ 
fumed  to  ill  treat  the  widow  of  the  prophet  ; 
that  indeed  he  had  not  taken  away  the  life  of 
the  mother  of  the  faithful,  but  that  his  pre¬ 
tended  moderation  was  owing  to  his  appré¬ 
hendons  of  ftirring  up  the  whole  nation 
again  ft  him  :  and  in  a  word,  that  the  trium¬ 
phant  Caliph  was  preparing  to  march  into 
Syria  in  order  to  deprive  him  of  his  govern¬ 
ment. 


This 
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This  fpeech,  which  he  uttered  with  great 
vehemence,  made  an  impreffion  on  the  minds 
of  his  auditors,  and  a  murmuring  was  heard 
in  the  affembly  which  feemed  to  foretel  the 
concurrence  of  the  people.  He  feized  the 
lucky  moment,  and  dill  the  more  to  move 
them  cried  out,  “  Syrians,  will  you  forfake 
me  in  fojuft  a  caufe?  if  I  avenge  the  death 
of  Othman  by  (bedding  every  drop  of  my 
blood  (if  need  fo  require,)  (ball  not  I  revenge 
the  death  of  your  fovereign,  who  was  your 
benefador,  your  father,  &c.” 

This  harrangue  was  broke  off  by  the  arri¬ 
val  of  Amru,  who  fuddenly  marched  into 
Damafcus  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops 
which  he  brought  to  join  Moawiyah.  It  is 
afferted  that  this  unexpected  arrival  had  been 
artfully  concerted  by  the  two  captains,  with 
a  view  that  the  people,  already  deeply  affeCted 
by  Moawiyah’s  fpeech,  might  by  their  accla¬ 
mations  (hew  their  approbation  of  the  fcene 
that  was  about  to  pafs  in  their  prefence. 

So  foon  as  Moawiyah  was  informed  of 
A  mm’s  arrival,  he  defcended  from  the  pulpit 
to  go  and  meet  him,  and  was  followed  by 
the  whole  affembly.  On  his  way  he  told 
fuch  as  were  about  him  that  Amru’s  arrival 
was  miraculous  ;  and  that  he  could  not  ac¬ 
count  for  his  having  been  fo  expeditious  :  in 
this  manner  he  advanced  to  the  principal 
fquarc,  oppofite  the  mofque,  where  he  found 
Amru, 
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The  people  were  all  in  amaze  to  fee  him  Alï* 
fall  prodrate  at  Moawiyah’s  feet;  but  how  656 
great  was  their  adonifhment  when  they  heard  . 
Amru  acknowledge  him  for*  Caliph,  and  acknmvledg! 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  How-  ed  Caliph, 
ever  the  fpedators  were  too  much  warmed 
with  what  had  already  palled,  not  to  follow 
this  example.  In  fliort,  they  proclaimed  him 
with  a  kind  of  frenzy,  and  the  whole  city  of 
Damafcus  was  filled  with  tumultuous  acclama¬ 
tions  in  behalf  of  the  new  Caliph.  The 
news  of  this  extraordinary  inauguration  foon 
reached  all  the  other  cities  of  Syria,  and  each  of 
them  envied  the  good  fortune  of  Damafcus, 
which,  by  this  event,  would  become  the 
capital  of  the  muflulman  empire.  He  Inform» 

Ali  was  not  long  a  dranger  to  thefe  extra-  Ali  of  to 
ordinary  emotions  ;  but  he  mud  have  been cvenL 
fenfibly  touched  at  the  infulting  manner  in 
which  Moawiyah  communicated  the  tranf- 
adion  to  him.  That  governor  kept  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  courier  at  Damafcus  till  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  and  when  it  had  happened, 
he  fent  for  the  courier,  and  delivered  to 
him  the  pacquet,  which  informed  his  mailer 
of  the  fatal  blow  jud  given  to  his  authority. 

This  refolution  was  by  fo  much  the  more 
formidable,  as  Moawiyah  had  gained  the 
greated  reputation  among  thofe  he  governed  : 
befides,  Syria  was  a  very  extenfive  province. 


*  Abu'l  Pharagius  fays  that  they  did  not  fwear  to  him  by 
the  title  of  Caliph,  but  only  of  Emir. 


and 
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and  capable  of  receiving  affiftance  from  fo¬ 
reigners,  by  means  of  its  fea  ports  on  the 
Mediterranean. 

Ali,  without  delay,  ftrove  to  reduce  the 
rebels  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  ufing 
gentle  means  ;  he  promifed  them  a  general 
pardon,  andan  act  of  oblivion,  but  all  in  vain. 
At  length,  négociations  proving  ineffectual, 
he  found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  taking 
contrary  meafures,  and  of  uiing  force,  to 
obtain  that  which  moderation  could  not 
effect.  He  therefore  departed  from  Cufah 
at  the  head  of  ninety  thoufand  men,  and 
marched  towards  Syria. 

On  his  arrival  upon  the  frontiers  of  that 
province,  he  halted  fome  time  to  refrefh  his 
troops,  greatly  fatigued  by  their  march.  And 
there,  according  to  the  relation  of  arabian 
hiftorians,  an  extraordinary  event  happened, 
which  greatly  augmented  the  love  and  refpect 
they  bore  to  the  Caliph. 

In  the  place  where  Ali  encamped,  water 
failed  him,  and  he  fent  into  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  inquire  out  a  perfon,  who  might 
(hew  them  a  well  or  ciftern  capable  of  fup- 
plying  his  army.  They  brought  before  him 
an  old  hermit,  whofe  cell  was  not  far  from 
the  camp  ;  and  the  Caliph  having  interrogated 
him,  he  anfwered  that  he  knew  of  no  more 
than  one  ciftern,  which  might  contain  about 
two  or  three  buckets  of  water;  but  he  at- 
the  fame  time  give  them  to  underftand,  that 
there  were  means  of  finding  greater  plenty. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon  the  Caliph  replied,  that  he  knew  Ali. 
the  ancient  patriarchs  had  digged  wells  there»  Hegyra  3 6. 
abouts  ;  but  the  difficulty  was  to  find  them.  Cn-ær*6S6*. 

The  hermit  faid  he  had  been  informed  by 
fome  ancient  men,  that  there  was  a  well  ; 
but  that  the  mouth  of  it  was  clofed  by  a 
ftone  of  an  enormous  fize  ;  that  no  man 
knew  where  it  lay  ;  and  the  tradition  of  the 
country  was,  that  no  perfon  could  find  and 
open  it,  but  a  prophet,  or  one  fent  by  a 
prophet. 

Ali  forthwith  caufed  his  men  to  dig  in  a 
fpot  which  he  pointed  out  to  them  ;  and  not 
far  from  the  furface  they  found  the  huge 
Hone  mentioned  by  the  hermit,  which  the 
Caliph  removed  with  the  greateft  eafe  imagi¬ 
nable. 

The  hermit  furprized  at  the  fight,  fell  at 
Ali’s  feet,  acknowledged  him  to  be  a  pro¬ 
phet,  and  by  way  of  confirming  the  eminent 
title  he  had  beftowed  on  him,  ran  to  his  cell, 
whence  he  brought  an  old  worn  out  parch¬ 
ment;  which  he  faid  was  written  by  the 
hand  of  Simeon  ben  Safah,  otherwife  called 
Simon,  the  fon  of  Cephas,  one  of  the  apofiles 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  wherein  there  was  an  account 
given  of  the  coming  of  the  laft  prophet,  and 
the  miraculous  difcovery  of  the  well,  and  taking 
away  the  ftone,  by  his  lawful  fuccefibr.  The 
credulous  Muffulmen  looked  upon  the  parch¬ 
ment  as  an  authentic  evidence  which  it  would 
be  criminal  to  difpute,  and  joined  with  Ali 
Vol.  II,  E  in 
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in  returning  thanks  to  heaven  for  fo  wonder^ 
fill  an  event. 

After  Ali  had  given  his  troops  fome  time 
for  refrefhment,  and  taken  water  fufficient 
for  their  ufe,  he  continued  his  march  towards 
Seffein  ;  where  he  knew  the  enemy’s  army 
was  ported*.  The  proximity  of  the  two  ar¬ 
mies  did  not  occafion  any  memorable  adtion 
during  the  fpace  of  a  year  3  but  after  feveral 
fruitlefs  conferences  in  order  to  an  accomoda¬ 
tion  between  the  parties,  many  fkirmifhes 
happened  between  fmall  bodies  of  troops  on 
each  fide,  which  were  from  time  to  time  fent 
out  to  fcour  the  country  3  it  feeming  as  if  the 
two  chiefs  were  afraid  of  hazarding  a  general 
engagement. 

However,  in  a  fhort  time,  as  many  men 
were  killed  in  the  -f  feveral  fkirmifhes,  as  if 
a  pitched  battle  had  been  fought.  Ali  lort 
J  five  thoufand  men,  the  mort  illuftrious  of 
whom  was  Ammar-ebn-Yafiar,  Ali ’s  general  of 
of  the  horfe.  He  had  been  prefent  with  Ma¬ 
homet  in  feveral  battles,  at  which  he  had  done 
him  fignal  fervice,  and  had  acquired  a  great 
reputation  amongft  the  Muffulmen  :  he  was 
about  ninety  years  of  age  when  he  was 

*  That  army  confifted  of  eighty  thoufand  men.  Ockley's- 
hill,  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  II.  p.  50. 

t  It  is  reported  that  in  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  days  there  were  no  lefs  than  ninety  Ikirmilhes  between 
them.  Ibid. 

I  Ockîey  fays,  twenty  five  thoufand  ;  and  though  he  pro¬ 
duces  no  authority  for  the  fame,  yet,  it  is  highly  probable,  from 
the  nature  of  things,  that  his  obfervation  is  right.  Ibid. 
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Upon  the  death  of  Ammar,  Ali  with  twelve  . 
thoufand  chofen  men,  fo  fiercely  attacked  rexf^1ty0a^10. 
Moawiyah’s  army,  that  he  threw  them  into  with  Ali  in 
the  u  tin  old  confufion.  However,  the  Caliph,  j^Sle  com“ 
with  a  view  to  fpare  the  blood  of  his  foldiers, 
challenged  Moawiyah  to  a  fingle  combat, 
and  offered  that  the  conquerer  fiiould  enjoy 
the  whole  :  but  the  governor  of  Syria  de¬ 
clined  the  combat,  fpight  of  the  remonftrances 
of  Amru,  who  declared  he  thought  the  pro- 
pofal  very  fair,  and  that  he  could  not  avoid 
accepting  it.  But  Moawiyah  (hewed  him- 
felf  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  for  he 
faid  that  Ali  never  fought  hand  to  hand  but 
he  killed  his  adverfary,  and  he  had  no  incli¬ 
nation  to  undergo  the  fame  fate.  But  Amru 
fiill  reprefenting  to  him  that  his  reputation 
would  be  blafted  by  fuch  a  refufal,  Moawi¬ 
yah  in  a  rage  at  being  fo  hard  driven,  put  an 
end  to  the  difcotirfe,  and  told  Amru,  he 
wanted  him  out  of  the  way  that  he  might 
afterwards  enjoy  the  government  himfelf. 

Moawiyah,  not  chufing  to  engage  per  fo¬ 
il  all  y  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  kept  himfelf 
out  of  the  reach  of  danger  during  the  feve- 
ral  fkirmiihes  that  paffed  between  the  two 
armies  after  All’s  arrival.  In  thefe  combats 
Moawiyah  fuftained  great  lofs  ;  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  arabian  hiftbrians,  amounted  to 
forty  five  thoufand  men. 
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Stratagem 


Ali  being  encouraged  by  the  daily  advan« 
tages  he  gained,  was  in  hopes  of  getting  a 
complex t  victory,  whether  the  enemy  fhould 
refolve  on  fighting  or  retreating  :  but  Moa- 
wiyah  having  called  a  council  to  confider 
what  meafures  were  proper  to  be  taken  in 
their  prefent  unhappy  fituation,  they  be¬ 
thought  themfelves  of  a  iiratagem  likely  to 
raife  divifions  amongft  All’s  troops,  and  free 
themfelves  from  the  difficulty. 

The  expedient  was  to  fix  books  of  the 
uied  by  M°-  p^oran  on  the  points  of  their  lances,  and  cry 

niufeathe°Ca-oab  cc  This  is  the  book  which  ought  to  decide 
liph’s  troops,  all  our  differences  ;  and  which  prohibits  the 
filed  din  g  muffalman  blood  without  caufe,  as 
is  now  done.”  Moawiyah  greatly  relying  on 
the  fuccels  of  this  artifice,  put  it  to  the  proof 
during  an  addon  in  which  his  troops  were 
very  hard  preffed,  and  on  the  point  of  being 
utterly  routed.  He,  at  a  proper  opportunity, 
caufed  the  detachment,  who  bore  the  pikes 
Ï  have  mentioned,  to  advance  ;  and  fo  loon 
as  the  Irakians,  in  whom  the  chief  ffrength 
of  All’s  army  confided,  law  this,  they  gave 
over  fighting,  and  required  that  they  might 
retreat.  Ali  did  all  in  his  power  to  re-animate 
his  foldiers  ;  he  reprefented  to  them  that  it 
was  only  an  artifice  of  Moawiyah  and  A  mm 
(who  he  faid  had  no  relation  to  religion 
or  the  Koran)  and  fuggefted  to  them  by  de- 
fpair  3  but  fpight  of  his  remonftrances  they 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  threatened  not 
only  to  defert  their  general,  but  to  deli¬ 
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ver  him  up  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  if  Ali* 

he  did  not  catife  a  retreat  to  be  forthwith  37* 

r  ,  ,  On.  ær.  657. 

founded. 

Th  us,  by  the  tumultuous  conduit  of  the 
bigotted  Irakians,  was  Ali  forced  to  retreat, 
at  the  very  inftant  he  was  on  the  point  of 
eafily  gaining  a  com  pleat  victory. 

So  foon  as  the  battle  was  at  an  end,  a  ne-Pr°p°&lto 
gociation  was  fet  on  foot  between  the  two  ar-  ^^ences  by 
mies,  to  determine  the  difference  in  an  arnica-  the  opinion  of 
ble  manner,  fince  it  was  not  thought  proper  arbitrators, 
to  decide  the  matter  by  the  fword.  It  was 
propofed,  that  according  to  the  meaning  of 
the  Koran,  and  the  tradition  of  the  apoitle, 
the  whole  fhould  be  referred  to  the  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  two  men,  the  one  to  be  chofçn  by 
Ali,  the  other  by  Moawiyah. 

1  his  meafure  having  been  refolved  on3 


without  All’s  knowledge  or  confent,  they 
afked  him  if  he  approved  of  th.e  expedient. 
Ali  coldly  anfwered,  “  He  that  is  not  at  li¬ 
berty  cannot  give  his  advice  ;  you  may  ma¬ 
nage  this  affair  in  fuch  manner  as  you  think 
fit,”  It  plainly  appearing  by  the  Caliph’s  an- 
fwer,  that  he  was  in  no  wife  fatisfied  with 
the  method  propofed,  they  who  had  begun 
the  négociation,  took  every  ft ep  in  their 
power  to  terminate  it  3  and  of  their  own 
accord  they  nominated  as  arbitrator  for  A!i, 
Abu  Mufa-al  Afhari,  an  honefi  well  meaning 
man,  but  exceeding  fimple, 

Ali  had  more  reafons  than  one  to  difap- 
prove  of  him,  for  Abu  Mufa  had  formerly 

E  3  Ali 
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Ali-  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  drawn  afide,  and  had 
*ÿsyra  V'  forfaken  the  Caliph's  intereft.  He  mentioned 
’æl‘  57‘  his  diflike  of  the  man  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
Irakians,  who  had  undertaken  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  affair,  and  defired  they  would 
difmifs  Abu  Mufa,  and  appoint  Abdollah- 
ebn-Abbas  in  his  ftead  :  but  he  was  an- 
fwered  that  he  was  his  coufin  german, 

and  they  would  have  none  but  fuch  as  fliould 

• 

deal  impartially  between  him  and  Moa¬ 
wiyah.  He  then  nominated  Alafhtar,  but 
they  were  refolved  he  fliould  accept  of  Abu 
Mufa, 

On  the  part  of  Moawiyah  was  named  as 
arbitrator,  the  famous  Amru-ebn-al-As,  de¬ 
fer  vedly  reputed  the  moil  fenfible  man  of 
the  age.  The  two  referees  took  a  fecurity, 
figned  by  Ali  and  Moawiyah,  and  both  the 
armies,  for  themfelves  and  their  families, 
that  all  fhould  contribute  to  their  affiftance  to 

4  i 

ratify  and  confirm  what  they  fhould  agree 


upon.  i 

So  foon  as  the  fecurity  was  figned,  a  treaty 
was  drawn  up,  the  title  of  which  caufed 
much  altercation.  The  fecretary  had  begun 
it  with  thefe  words,  <£  Ali,  chief  and  com¬ 
mander  general  of  the  Muflulmen,  agrees  to 
a  peace  with  Moawiyah  upon  the  following 
terms/'  Moawiyah  having  read  the  title, 
refufed  to  fign  the  treaty,  and  faid,  “  I 
fhould  be  a  very  wicked  man  indeed,  fliould 
I  make  war  on  him,  whom  I  acknowledge 
to  be  chief  and  commander  general  of  all 

to 
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the  faithful.”  A m m  ebn- al- As  alfo  difput- 
ed  that  title,  and  faid  it  ought  to  be  blot¬ 
ted  out.  And  on  the  other  fide,  All’s  ad¬ 
herents  counfelled  him  by  no  means  to  give 
it  up. 

Ali  knew  not  at  firft  what  refolution  to 
take  in  the  affair,  but  he  foon  refolved  to 
forego  the  title  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  he 
gave  his  reafons  for  fuch  a  refolution,  in  a 
conference  he  held  on  that  fubjedl  with 
Hanaf-ebn-Kais. 

cc  I  remember,  faid  he,  that  when  I  was 
formerly  fecretary  to  my  father  in  law  Ma¬ 
homet,  I  drew  up  articles  of  peace  between 
him  and  Sohail,  who  had  revolted  againft 
him,  in  which  I  had  intitled  Mahomet  the 
apoftle  and  mefienger  of  God.  Sohail,  fee¬ 
ing  the  title,  refufed  to  fign  the  treaty,  faying, 
if  I  had  acknowledged  your  father  in  law  to 
be  the  apoflle  and  meffenger  of  God,  I 
fhould  have  had  no  peace  to  fign,  for  I 
would  never  have  made  war  againft  him.  I 
acquainted  Mahomet  with  this  difficulty,  who 
anfwered  me,  “  Blot  out  the  title  forthwith; 
it  in  no  wife  depends  upon  this  treaty  ;  time 
will  manifeft  the  truth  of  it  ;  and  remember 
that  a  day  will  come,  when  you  will  find 
yourfelf  in  the  fame  cafe.”  Ali  therefore 
obferving  to  Hanaf  that  he  fhould  advance 
the  public  tranquillity  by  foregoing  the  title 
on  that  occafion,  declared  that  he  thought 
himfelf  under  an  obligation  of  complying  ; 
and  more  efpecially  as  he  was  countenanced 
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Ali*  by  fo  venerable  an  example  as  that  of  his 
Hegyni.  37*  father-in-law. 

fl  h  2EV  O  "  7 

J  So  foon  as  the  difficulty  was  removed,  the 
treaty  was  figned  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  Ali  re¬ 
tired  to  Cufah,  and  Moawiyah  to  Damafcus, 
leaving  each  of  them  their  army  under  the 
command  of  one  of  their  generals,  and  as 
to  things  concerning  religion  they  each  ap¬ 
pointed  an  Imam» 

The  manner  The  authority  given  to  the  arbitrators 

tw'o^arbkra-  having  fpecified  the  *  place  of  meeting  to  hold 
tors  aft  on  their  conferences,  they  arrived  there  fome 
that  occafion.  j-jme  af|-er  ^  departure  of  Ali  and  Moawh 

yah.  Amru,  who  well  knew  the  genius  of 
his  partner,  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  ci¬ 
vility  and  refpeCt,  and  at  laft  had  fo  far  infi- 
nuated  himfelf  into,  and  gained  fo  great  cre¬ 
dit  with  Abu  Mufa,  as  to  perfuade  him,  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impracticable  ever  to  bring 
matters  to  an  accommodation  without  depo- 
ling  both  the  competitors,  and  leaving  the 
choice  of  a  third  to  the  people. 

This  important  article  once  fixed,  they 
returned  each  to  his  camp,  and  on  the  day 
appointed  for  publifhing  their  award,  the 
troops  of  Ali  and  Moawiyah  advanced  near 
each  other,  and  a  tribunal  was  raifed  between 
the  two  armies,  from  which  each  of  the 
arbitrators  was  publickly  to  pronounce  his 
award. 

*  Dumat  al  Jondel,  a  place  lying  between  Mecca,  Cufah 
and  Syria,  Ockley,  vol.  II,  page  56. 
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There  was  a  kind  of  polite  contention  Ali* 
between  them,  touching  which  of  the  two 
mould  fpeak  firir.  Abu  Alula  would  have 
yielded  the  honour  to  Amru  5  but  he  had 
his  reafons  for  declining  it,  and  feemed  fo  de¬ 
termined  to  give  the  other  the  preference, 
that  at  laft  he  was  perfuaded  to  accept  it. 

Abu  Mufa  therefore  firft  afcended  the  tribunal, 
and  with  a  loud  voice  uttered  thefe  words  : 
cc  I  depofe  Ali  and  Moawiyah  from  the  Ca-  . 
liphate,  to  which  they  both  lay  claim,  in 
like  manner  as  I  take  this  ring  from  my 
finger  and  having  made  this  declaration  he 
immediately  came  down. 

Upon  this  Amru  went  up,  and  faid  c<  You 
have  heard  how  Abu  Mufa  has  on  his 
part  depofed  Ali  $  I,  on  my  own  part,  de¬ 
pofe  him  alfo  ;  and  I  give  the  Caliphate  to 
Moawiyah,  and  inveft  him  therewith,  in 
like  manner  as  I  put  this  ring  upon  my 
finger  :  and  this  I  do  with  the  greater  reafon 
and  juftice,  as  he  is  Gthman’s*  heir  and  aven¬ 
ger,  and  the  worthiefl  of  all  men  to  fucceed 
him.” 

The  friends  of  Ali,  amazed  at  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  publication  of  the  referees,  com¬ 
plained  grevioufiy  of  the  conduct  of  Abu  Mu¬ 
fa,  who,  by  way  of  exculpating  himfelf,  ac~ 
cufed  Amru  of  not  having  performed  the 
agreements  made  between  them.  From  com¬ 
plaints  they  came  to  ill  language,  and  Abu 
Mufa,  afhamed  of  his  conduct,  and  juftly 
fearing  Ali’s  difpleafure,  befides  not  thinking 

himfelf 
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himfelf  fafe  in  the  army,  fled  to  Mecca  :  and 
the  friends  of  Moawiyah,  fenfible  how  ad¬ 
vantageous  this  determination  was  to  them, 
refolved  to  fupport  this  election  of  their  chiefs 
with  all  their  might. 

At  this  time  began  that  fo  famous  fchifm 
amongfl:  the  Mahometans  when  the  two  parties 
not  only  curfed  one  another,  but  carried 
matters  fo  far  as  to  come  to  a  mutual  folemn 
excommunication,  which  was  always  pro¬ 
nounced  when  they  harangued  the  people  in 
their  mofques,  and  which  was  pradifed  a 
long  time  by  the  defcendants  of  Ali  and  Om¬ 
ni  iy  ah,  of  which  laft  houfe  were  Othman  and 
Moawiyah. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  tranfading  in 
Syria,  with  a  view  (as  was  pretended)  of  fet¬ 
tling  the  tranquillity  of  the  muflulman  ftates 
Ali,  to  his  great  grief,  found  himfelf  deferted 
by  a  fed,  which  till  that  time  had  appeared 
firmly  attached  to  his  intereft.  Thefe  feda- 
ries  were  called  Karejitès,  and  were  a  kind 
of  thorough  enthufiafts,  who  acknowledged 
no  authority  but  fuch  as  might  heft  promote 
their  intereft. 

After  Ali  had  retired  to  Cufah,  fome  of 
the  Karejites  came  to  him  ;  they  reproached 
him  for  having  referred  that  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  men,  which  ought  to  be  decided  by 
God  alone  :  that  inftead  of  obferving  the 
treaty  he  had  imprudently  entered  into,  he 
ought  to  purfue  his  enemies,  who  were  alfo 
the  enemies  of  God,  without  giving  quarter. 


Ali 
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Ali  anfwered,  that  having  plighted  his  faith,  Al 
he  thought  him  (elf  obliged  to  keep  it  ;  and  ^gyra 
that  in  fo  doing  he  obeyed  what  the  law  of  *ær' 
God  prefcribed.  But  the  Irakians  replied,  that 
there  was  no  other  judge  or  arbitrator  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Moawiyah  but  God  alone, 
that  what  he  had  done  was  a  fin,  and  that  he 
ought  to  repent  of  it. 

Ali  remonftrated  to  them  with  great 
warmth,  that  if  it  was  a  fin,  it  lay  at  their 
own  door,  who  had  fhewn  fo  great  in- 
çonftancy  and  ftubbornnefs.  He  bid  them 
remember  that  when  Moawiyah  caufed  the 
Alcoran  to  be  carried  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  he  told  them  it  was  a  meer  artifice 
of  the  enemy,  but  that  neverthelefs  they  had 
çeafed  fighting  without  his  orders  ;  and  that  in 
fhortit  was  highly  injurious  in  them  to  urge  him 
to  break  a  treaty  which  they  themfelves  had 
forced  him  to  fign,  and  which  he  could  not 
contravene  without  being  guilty  of  perjury. 

The  rebels,  not  in  the  leaf!:  fatisfied  with 
thefe  reafons,  urged  what  they  had  further  to 
fay  by  way  of  reply,  and  the  conference  ending 
in  a  quarrel,  they  openly  revolted  from  Ali, 
and  chofe  for  their  captain  Abdollah-ebn- 
Waheb,  who  appointed  Naharwan  (a  town 
between  Bagdat  and  Wafet,  four  miles  eaft 
of  the  river  Tigris,)  for  the  place  of  their 
rendezvous.  Thither  came  all  fuch  as  were 
difcontented  with  Ali,  of  which  there  was 
a  great  number  from  Cufah,  Baforah,  and 
other  parts  of  Arabia, 
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Alfs  thoughts  were  at  firft  fo  totally  taken 
up  with  Moawiyah,  whom  he  coufidered  as 
much  the  more  formidable  enemy,  that  he 
took  little  notice  of  the  new  formed  party  : 
but  hearing  that  they  were  twenty  five  thou- 
fand  men  ftrong,  and  had  by  dint  of  the 
fword  propagated  doctrines  which  were  abio- 
lutely  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Mahomet,  he 
refolved  to  exterminate  the  fedt. 

However,  he  firft  endeavoured  to  gain 
them  by  gentlenefs,  and  to  bring  them  back  to 
their  duty  by  good  advice;  but  thefe  means 
proving  ineffectual,  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  body  of  forces,  and 
marched  out  againft  them,  and  encamped 
within  fight  of  the  rebels  tents. 

Before  he  began  the  battle,  he  made  ufe  of 
this  expedient,  in  hopes  of  h  inging  them  to 
obedience  :  he  caufed  a  ftandard  to  be  planted 
at  the  head  of  his  camp,  with  a  waring  fixed 
to  the  flag-ftaff,  importing,  that  all  fuch  as 
fhould  come'  under  it  fhould  have  good 
quarter;  and  if  any  of  them  would  return  to 
Cufah,  they  fhould  there  find  a  fan<ftuary. 

He  caufed  the  fame  thing  to  be  proclaimed 
by  found  of  trumpet,  and  had  the  pleafure 
to  find  his  fi  ratage  m  fuccefsful.  The  rebel 
troops  foon  difperfed  themfelves  ;  and  of 
their  numerous  army  only  four  thoufand  men 
remained  together  :  however,  Abdollah  was  re¬ 
folved  with  this  fmall  number  to  iignalize 
his  bravery  by  a  defperate  attempt.  He  at-, 
tacked  All’s  armies,  notwithftanding  the  great 

inequality 
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An. 


inequality  of  numbers:  but  his  rafhnefs  was  ^ 
duly  punifhed,  for  he  and  all  his  men  were  cut 
in  pieces,  except  nine  only,  which  was  the 

very  number  Ali  loft  in  the  battle. 

* 

This  viâory  having  re-united  the  Arabians  Ali  prepares 
under  the  government  of  Ali,  he  thought t0 
his  authority  was  well  eftablifhed,  and  would  °* 

have  marched  againft  Moawiyah  immediately 
after  he  had  won  the  battle,  in  hopes  that  the 
news  of  his  great  fuccefs  might  have  ft  ag¬ 
ger  ed  Moawiyah’s  party,  and  fmoothed  the 
way  to  his  gaining  equal  advantages  in  Syria. 

But  his  chief  officers  reprefented  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  the  troops 
fome  time  for  refrefhing  themfelves,  and 
making  due  preparations  for  a  war,  which 
threatened  to  be  of  long  continuance.  Ali 
followed  their  advice,  and  formed  his  camp 
at  Nakilah,  near  Cufah.  There  his  troops 
had  time  to  recover  their  fatigue,  and  there 
his  army  was  confiderably  ftrengthened  by 
new  recruits,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  well  in- 
ftrudted  in  difcipline,  in  order  to  fit  them  for 
the  trade  of  war. 

Whilft  the  Caliph  was  making  ready  his 
forces  to  aft  againft  Moawiyah,  that  formi¬ 
dable  rival  was  ufing  all  poffible  meafures  to 
enable  him  to  ftand  his  ground  againft  Ali, 
and  to  deprive  him  of  the  obedience  of  fuch 
of  his  fubjefts  as  Hill  remained  firm  in  his  in- 
terefh:  in  particular  he  ftrove  to  raife  diftur- 
bances  in  Egypt,  which  he  brought  about  in 
a  very  artful  manner. 
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Ëgypt  flil!  continued  faithful  to  Ali.  Some 
confiderable  emotions  had  indeed  happened  in 
that  province  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign  i 
the  Egyptians  had  infixed  that  he  ought  to 
punifh  the  affaffins  of  Othman  ;  and  he,  un¬ 
willing  to  engage  in  fo  nice  an  affair,  having 
fhewn  a  great  backwardness  in  complying 
with  their  requefl:,  they  refufed  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  Saad-ebn-Kais,  whom  he  had  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  over  them,  in  the  room  of 
Amru. 

Their  firft  warmth  being  a  little  abated, 
Saad  again  returned  to  Egypt,  and  gained  pof- 
feffion  of  his  government.  That  Mufful- 
man  was  a  man  of  confummate  prudence 
and  known  fidelity,  and  behaved  in  his  poft 
with  fo  much  caution  and  (kill,  that  though 
there  was  in  the  province  a  numerous  party 
of  men  totally  devoted  to  Moawiyah,  he  not 
only  found  means  to  maintain  All’s  authority 
without  difpleafing  his  opponents,  but  alfo 
gained  the  good  will  of  the  greateft  part  of 
them. 

The  artful  Moawiyah  forefeeing  that  all  his 
pra&ices  in  that  country  would  be  fruitlefs, 
whilft  it  fhould  be  under  the  conduct  of  fuch 
a  governor,  refolved  within  himfelf  to  get 
Saad  recalled.  For  which  purpofe  he  caufed 
a  report  to  be  fpread  over  all  Syria,  that  he 
was  very  well  fatisfied  in  refpecf  to  Egypt, 
which  he  knew  would  declare  for  him  in 
due  time  ;  that  this  governor  was  his  friend 
and  aéted  in  concert  with  him,  and  therefore 

had 
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had  not  attacked  the  party  of  the  Othma-  Ali* 
nians  ;  that  he  could  the  more  rely  on  him,  as  ?hegy^a 
he  aded  with  uncommon  prudence  ;  and 
that  they  might  boldly  truft  him  with  their 
moil  important  fecrets,  without  fear  of  his 
difcloling  them. 

This  report  being  firft  fpread  with  a  pre¬ 
tended  caution  and  referve,  was  foon  propa¬ 
gated  in  ali  parts.  Moawiyah,  who  had  his 
fpies  and  concealed  friends  even  in  All’s 
court,  found  means  to  hint  fufpicions  of  that 
governor’s  mifconduét,  which  they  attempted 
to  make  appear  from  his  moderate  behaviour 
to  Ali’s  enemies  ;  in  a  word  they  omitted  no¬ 
thing  capable  of  giving  the  Caliph  an  ill  irn- 
preffion  of  him. 

The  poll:  which  Saad  then  pofleflfed  was 
too  lucrative  not  to  roufe  the  defires  of  the 
greedy  courtiers,  many  of  whom  indu  ft  ri- 
oufly  ftrove  to  forward  the  belief  of  this  in¬ 
vidious  accufation,  with  a  view  to  ruin  the 
governor,  and  enjoy  his  fpoils.  By  this  ar¬ 
tifice  was  Ali  deceived  ;  they  represented 
Saad  to  him  as  a  falfe  traytor.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  could  believe  the  accufation 
true  ;  but  they  whole  intereft  it  was  that  he 
fhould  believe  it,  were  fo  indefatigable  in  Sa*d,is  ve~ 

*  O  CSJlCd  2.tlQ  hl3 

their  applications  and  remonftrances,  that  at  government 
laft  he  recalled  Saad  from  his  government,  given  t0  Ma> 
and  appointed  Mahomet,  thefon  of  Abubeker, homct’ 

(the  firft  Caliph)  in  his  (lead. 

The  conduct  of  this  new  -governor  pro¬ 
duced  juft  fuch  an  effect  as  Moawiyah  hoped 

for 


64  The  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of 

Ali*  for  from  the  change.  Mahomet  thought  he 
?hgyra  6%  Should  recommend  himfeîf  to  Ali  by  treating 
5  *all  his  enemies,  and  above  all  thofe  of  the 
fadion  of  Othman,  with  the  utmoft  rigour* 
This  imprudent  zeal  exafperated  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  againft  the  new  governor  •  even  thofe 
who  were  Ali’s  fafteft  friends  could  not  help 
condemning  the  rigour  with  which  he  treated 
the  oppofite  party.  They  forefaw  with  great 
grief  that  fuch  a  procedure  would  intirely  de- 
flroy  the  Caliph's  intereft  ;  and  in  a  very  fhort 
time  the  whole  province  was  divided  and  at 
war  with  each  other,  and  their  diffentions 
and  diforders  were  carried  to  the  greateft 
height. 

Malec  Shu-  Ali,  being  fpeedily  informed  how  highly 

ad*his fuccef-  prejudicial  it  would  be  to  his  intereft  in  Egypt, 
for,  is  poifon-  fhould  Mahomet  be  any  longer  continued 
governor  of  that  province,  appointed  Malec 
Shutur  (fometimes  called  Ufhtur  Malec)  to 
fucceed  him,  and  reftore  his  authority  there. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  Malec  was  a  man  of 
no  inconiiderable  abilities,  and  it  feems  that 
Moawiyah  was  afraid  his  arrival  in  Egypt 
might  ruin  his  project,  for  fo  foon  as  he  had 
notice  of  the  fending  this  new  governor,  he 
dealt  wdth  a  countyman  that  lived  upon  the 
confines  of  Arabia  and  Egypt,  at  whole  houfe 
Malec  Shutur  was  to  lodge,  to  give  him 
poifon  in  the  entertainment  he  had  prepared 
for  him.  The  peafant,  who  was  a  friend  to 
Moawiyah,  pundtually  executed  his  orders, 

and 
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and  gave  him  poifoned  honey  to  fup,  of  Ali- 
which  he  died  in  the  houie. 
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Moawiyah  having  foon  received  the  news, 


Hegyra  38  . 
Ch.  ær.  658» 

Amru  feizes 


which  he  expedted  with  the  greateft  impa~p™f^rz 
tience,  dilpatched  in  all  hafte  Amru-ebn-al-Moawiyahn 
As,  with  fix  thoufand  horfe,  to  take  poffeffion 


of  the  government  of  E 


gypt 


m 


his 


name. 


That  general  marched  with  inch  expedition, 
that  in  a  few  days  he  reached  the  capital  city  3 
where  he  joined  Ben  Scharig,  chief  of  Qth- 
man’s  party,  who  waited  only  for  a  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  to  retaliate  on  the  governor 
the  injuries  he  had  done  to  the  Egyptians. 

The  two  chiefs  joined  their  forces,  and  march¬ 
ed  out  in  queft  of  the  enemy. 

Mahomet,  who  retained  the  title  and  au¬ 
thority  of  governor  for  Ali,  till  another  was 
fent  to  fucceed  him,  had  collected  as  many 
troops  as  he  could,  in  hopes  of  bridling  the 
rebels,  but  thofe  troops  were  not  numerous 
enough  to  enable  him  to  with  ft  and  fuch  con- 
fiderable  fuccours  as  were  brought  to  them 
by  Amru  and  Scharig:  infomuch  that  having 
marched  up  to  thole  two  generals,  to  give 
them  battle,  ere  they  advanced  farther  into 
the  country,  he  was  beaten  ;  and,  what  added 
to  his  misfortune,  he  fell  alive  into  hisenemvs 
hands,  who  quickly  flew  him,  and  inclofing Mahomet  ii 
his  dead  body  in  the  carcafs  of  an  embowel- kllled* 
led  afs,  (to  (hew  their  deteftation  of  him  for 
the  cruelties  he  had  inflided  on  them)  they 
burned  it  to  afhes. 

Vohi  IL  F  Thé 
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The  revolution  of  affairs  caufed  by  the  lofs 
rhSyra  a  8«  this  battle,  filled  Ali  with  grief.  He  fent 
i.  ar.  j  •  £or  Abdallah  e]3n  Abbas,  from  Baforah,  of 

which  city  he  was  governor,  that  he  might 
enjoy  the  pleafure  of  his  converfation,  and 
that  they  might  together  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  were  mod  proper  in  the  melancholy 
fkuation  of  his  affairs. 

It  is  a  little  amazing  that  Ali  did  not  re- 
folve  to  make  ufe  of  his  numerous  army, 
which  was  encamped  at  Nakilah,  and  had 
fully  recovered  their  fatigue,  and  forthwith 
to  march  out  againft  an  adlive  enemy,  who 
loft  not  a  moment,  and  who  being  already 
mafter  of  Egypt,  was  on  the  point  of  enlarg¬ 
ing  his  conquefts  :  but  Ali  wTafted  his  time 
in  ufelefs  conferences  and  confultations.  Moa- 
wiyah,  who  was  watchful  to  take  advantage 
of  all  opportunities,  was  no  fooner  informed 
Had  rami  Abdallah's  departure  from  Baforah,  than 

takes  Baforah  he  fent  out  two  thoufand  horfe,  under  the 
by  iurprize.  command  of  Hadrami,  who  advanced  up  to 
the  city,  and  took  it  by  furprize.  Abdallah 
had  conftituted  Ziyad  his  lieutenant  in  that 
place  :  and  the  deputy  not  having  troops  iuf- 
ficient  to  withftand  Hadrami,  abandoned  the 
town  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  and  informed 
Aii  how  very  necefiary  it  was  to  fend  him 
fpeedy  fuccours,  that  he  might  at  leaft  be  able 
to  keep  the  field. 

The  Caliph  without  delay  caufed  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  to  march  to  his  aftif- 

tance 
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1  tance  which  arrived  fo  opportunely  that  Ali- 
|2iyad  fought  out  Hadrami,  engaged  him  nearCj1e^a6^, 
/Baforah,  and  totally  routed  the  enemy,  whofe 
A general  was  killed  in  the  aftion.  Upon  this  He  is  de- 
r  the  city  furrendered  to  All’s  government,  and 
h  who,  being  a  little  encouraged  by  this  advan-  taken  ^  ^ 
Mtage,  forthwith  lent  away  Abdallah  to  re- 
E  affame  the  government,  who  returned  to  the 
:fi  city,  and  tiled  his  belt  means  to  put  it  in  fuch 
a  pofture,  as  to  prevent  any  future  fur- 
I  prize. 

This  event  happened  in  the  clofe  of  the  Hegyra  39. 
d  3 8th  year  of  the  Hegyra.  The  next  year Ch.  ær.  659; 
;fpaffed  without  any  coniiderable  adventures  3 
/for  the  Syrians  being  weary  of  the  war,  un- 
:  dertook  nothing  againft  the  Arabians,  who 
:  were  unable  to  do  more  than  hand  upon  the 
defenftve. 

After  a  fhort  eeffation,  in  the  beginning  of  Hegyra  40, 

:  j  the  40th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  Moawiyah  Ch.  ær.  660. 
/ftgnalized  himfelf  by  new  exploits.  TheMoavviyah 
/private  correfpondence  he  had  kept  in  the  bec°n esrrr 

ri  r  1  1  ma  iter  of  He¬ 

jaz- 

:j  cipal  towns,  and  by  that  means  to  open  him- 
:1  felf  a  way  into  Yemen,  or  Arabia  Fælix. 

The  conqueft  of  Hejaz  by  the  Syrians  was 
fo  rapid,  that  it  had  rather  the  appearance  of 
;  a  journey  than  a  military  expedition.  The 
:  Arabians,  who  had  full  time  to  have  put  their 
|c  towns  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence,  and  pre~ 

\i  pare  an  army*  had  neither  taken  care  of  the 

F  a  dree* 


province  of  Hejaz,  induced  him  to  form  a 
refolution  of  fending  a  body  of  troops  to  that 
:  province,  in  order  to  feize  upon  its  two  prin- 
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A  l  r. 

Hegyra  40. 
Ch.  ær.  660. 


one,  nor  provided  the  other  ;  infomuch  that 
on  the  firft  approach  of  the  Syrians,  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  chief  places  abandoned  their 
pofts.  Thus  the  generals  of  Moawiyah,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!;  difficulty,  became  mafters  of  the 
chief  towns  in  that  province,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  Mecca  and  Medina,  whofe  inhabitants 
were  forced  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 


Moawiyah, 

His  troops  ra-  The  Syrian  troops  having  made  prepa- 

vage  Yemen,  rations  to  invade  the  province  of  Yemen, 
Abidallah,  governor  of  that  country,  marched 
out  againft  them  with  all  the  forces  he  could 
raife,  in  hopes  of  beating  them  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  and  preventing  them  from  entering  the 
province  ;  but  the  fuccefs  did  not  anfwer  his 
expectations  :  his  troops  were  broke,  and 
totally  routed  ;  and  he  was  forced  to  fave 
himfelf  by  flight.  Having,  in  his  confufion, 
left  behind  him  two  of  his  fons,  who  were 
very  young,  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Syrians,  who  put  them  both  to  a  very  cruel 
death. 

Arabian  hiftorians  relate,  that  Ali  was  fo 
greatly  affedted  with  the  unhappy  fate  of 
thofe  two  children,  that  he  curled  the  author 
of  fo  great  an  outrage,  and  begged  of  God 
to  deprive  him  of  fenfe  and  reafon.  And 

M 

they  add,  that  Arthah  (for  fo  the  general 
of  Moawiyah,  who  had  been  guilty  of  that 
cruelty,  was  called)  in  a  few  years  actually 
became  a  madman,  and  at  lad  died  in  a  fit  of 
rage  and  defpair. 


At 
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At  the  time  the  Syrians  were  in  Yemen,  Ali- 
Ali  fent  thither  four  thoufand  horfe,  under  ;Aegyra  4°* 

t  ,  or  •  i  t  •  î  Ch.  ær.  660* 

the  conduct  or  a  captain,  named  janah,  to 
purfue  Arthah.  But  this  fuccour  was  of 
no  ufe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ; 
for  fo  foon  as  the  enemy  had  entered  it,  they 
plundered  it  from  one  end  to  the  other  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  and  retired  with  great 
precipitation  ;  infomuch  that  they  were  re¬ 
turned  to  their  own  country  by  the  time 
Jariah  reached  Yemen. 

Am  id  ft  thefe  misfortunes  anew  calamity  okaiî  Soes 
befei  Ali,  which  the  more  fenfibly  afflided  ^yah°  M°^ 
him,  as  it  was  caufed  by  his  own  brother. 

Gkail,  for  that  was  the  MufTulman’s  name, 
was  fo  bafe  to  abandon  Ali,  and  join  Moa- 
wiyah,  who  received  him  with  open  arms, 
and  affigned  him  a  great  revenue.  Okail  al~ 
ledged  no  other  reafon  for  his  defertion,  but 
that  his  brother  had  not  maintained  him  fuit- 
ably  to  his  rank. 

At  this  very  time  a  con  (piracy  was  formed 
with  intent  to  deftroy  the  two  competitors 
for  the  Caliphate  and  Amro.  The  projed 
was  contrived  by  three  of  the  Karegites, 

(men  moft  zealous  for  the  advancement  of 
their  fed)  who  being  met  together  at  Mecca, 
fell  into  difcourfe  on  the  battle  of  Naharwan, 
in  which  four  thoufand  of  their  brethren  loft 
their  lives. 

After  having  exalted  the  merit,  and  be-  A  confpiracy 
wailed  the  lofs,  of  thofe  who  were  killed  intoklllAîl» 
that  battle,  they  debated  amongft  themfelves  andXnrL* 

F  3  what 
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what  had  occasioned  thofe  inteftine  divifions 
Hegyra  40.  whjch  had  fo  long  rent  the  ftate  ;  and  having 
æf-  °*  unanim0ufly  agreed  that  All,  Moawiyah,  and 
Amru  were  the  foie  authors  of  them,  they 
refolved  to  difpatch  them  all,  being  firmly 
perfuaded  that  on  the  death  of  thofe  three 
perlons,  whom  they  called  erroneous  Imams, 
their  country  would  be  reftored  to  its  ulual 
tranquillity, 

Thefe  Karegites  were  called  Abdalrahman- 


Moavyiy.ali  is 
wounded*  but 
recovers. 


ebn-Melgem,  Barak-ebn- Abdallah,  and  Am- 
ru-ebn-Beker.  And  after  having  held  feveral 
conferences,  the  fini:  of  them  undertook  to 
goto  Cufah,  and  give  a  good  account  of  Ah; 
the  fécond  engaged  to  do  the  fame  in  regard 
to  Moawiyah  ;  and  the  third  promifed  to  make 
away  with  Amru. 

Thefe  three  men  having  thus  refolved  to 
execute  their  defign,  pitched  upon  the  time 
of  the  fclemn  aflembly  of  the  Muffolmen  at 
Mecca,  when  they  might  be  lure  the  chiefs 
would  not  be  from  home,  and  would  be 
more  flenderly  accompanied  than  ufual.  The 
confpiratprs,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  fuccefs 
of  the  enterprise,  poifoned  their  fwords  ;  after 
which  each  man  went  his  way  towards  that 
place  where  he  was  to,  flrike  his  blow. 

Barak  arriving  at  Damafcus,  gained  admit¬ 
tance  as  one  of  Mqawiyalvs  retinue  ;  and  on 
the  appointed  day,  perceiving  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity,  he  fmote  him  in  the  reins.  This 
event  threw  the  courtiers  into  the  greateft 

>  •  »  *  O 


conflernation 


the  ARABIAN  S.  7i 

confternation  ;  but  the  wound  was  not  mortal  ;  Ali. 
and  though  the  fword  was  poifoned,  he  had  H^gyra  4°* 
fuch  fpeedy  and  effectual  afliftance,  that  in  a  C  ‘  ær‘  66°* 
fhort  time  he  was  perfectly  cured. 

It  is  related  that  the  furgeon  who  was 
called  in  to  drefs  him,  having  fearched  and 
considered  the  wound,  gave  him  his  choice 
either  to  have  it  cauterized,  or  to  drink  a  po¬ 
tion  that  would  render  him  incapable  of  gene¬ 
ration.  Moawiyah  without  heflitation  chofe 
the  latter,  and  had  no  other  children  than 
fuch  as  we  re  born  previous  to  his  affaffi- 
nation. 

As  to  the  affaflin  he  was  immediately  Puniihmentof 
feized,  for  he  neither  ftrove  to  conceal  or  de- the 
fend  himfelf,  but  readily  confeffed  the  plot 
with  fuch  an  unconcern  as  amazed  thofe  who 
were  appointed  to  examine  him.  He  was 
condemned  to  have  his  hands  and  feet  cut  off  • 
after  which,  further  pu m (lament  was  inflidled 
on  him,  and  it  is  faid  he  furvived  the  lofs  of 
his  limbs  many  years,  and  was  married*. 

Amru-ebn-Beker,  who  had  undertaken  to  efcapes 
affaffinate  Amru-ebn-al-As,  miffed  his  blow  nilSe 
by  an  accident,  ror  the  latter  having  been 
feized  with  a  violent  cholick  on  the  day  fixed 
for  his  affafiination,  did  not  go  to  the  mofque 


*  It  is  related  that  one  of  Moawiyah’s  friends,  hearing  in 
what  manner  Barak  had  been  punifhed,  and  that  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  a  wife,  faid,  it  was  by  no  means  reafonable  that  the 
aifaffin,  who  had  prevented  Moawiyah  from  having  children, 
fhould  have  any  of  his  own,  and  that  he  killed  him  with 
his  own  hand.  Oddey’s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens  vol.  II. 
fol.  74. 
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Âbdalrati- 
man  enters  in¬ 
to  a  leaeue 

O 

with  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  en¬ 
courages  him 
in  his  defign 
tp  kili  Ali. 
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to  perform  the  office,  but  fent  one  of  his 
friends,  whom  he  defired  to  officiate  in  his 
head.  The  ailaffin  not  knowing  him,  and 
midaking  him  for  Amru,  gave  him  a  wound, 
of  which  he  dropped  down  dead.  The 
murderer,  who  did  not  fly  the  place,  was  im¬ 
mediately  feized,  and  being  informed  that  he 
had  killed  Charijah,  he  faid,  without  the  lead 
concern,  t£  I  defigned  Amru,  but  God  de- 
figned  another.” 

The  third  of  thefe  confpirators,  Abdalrah- 

man,  was  more  luccefsful  in  the  execution  of 

his  wicked  deiigns  againd  Ali,  than  his  two 

companions  ;  for  being  arrived  at  Cufah,  he 

hired  lodgings  at  the  houfe  of  a  woman  whole 

neared  relations  had  been  killed  at  the  battle 

of  Naharwan,  and  who  on  that  account  en- 
%  * 

tertained  a  violent  inclination  of  being  re¬ 
venged  on  the  Caliph.  Abdairahman  having 
met  with  an  opportunity  of  founding  her  in¬ 
clinations,  which  he  found  quite  favourable 
to  his  defigns,  frankly  con  felled  to  her  that 
he  was  come  thither  with  a  full  refolution  to 
rid  them  of  the  author  of  their  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

The  woman,  pleafed  at  this  refolution, 
promifed  him  her  utmod  abidance.  Abdai¬ 
rahman,  with  a  view  to  fix  her  more  firmly  in 
his  intered',  made  her  an  overture  of  mar¬ 
riage.  She  did  not  much  decline  the  offer,  but  ' 
anfwered,  that  die  required  of  the  man  who 
propofed  to  take  her  to  wife  three  things  as  a 
dowry  3  namely,  three  thoufand  drachmas  of 

filver, 

\ 
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fil  ver,  a  flave  of  each  fex,  and  All’s  head. 
Abdalrahman  inftantly  accepted  the  condi-  ^gyrafff 
tions,  and  at  the  time  appointed  tor  executing 
his  defign,  (he  joined  with  him  two  other  men, 
named  Darwan  and  Shabib,  to  bear  him 
company,  and  aflift  him  in  cafe  of  need. 

It  is  laid  that  Ali,  during  all  the  month  of  AH’s  prefages 
Ramadan,  in  which  he  was  killed,  had  fre- 
quent  prefages  of  his  death,  and  had  more  death, 
than  once  dropped  words  to  that  purpofe, 
when  he  was  in  private  with  his  friends.  It 
was  vifible  to  all  about  him  that  he  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  deepeft  melancholy,  and 
that  he  had  great  inward  conflicts.  He  fre¬ 
quently  talked  to  himfelf,  and  w7as  once  over¬ 
heard  to  fay,  “  Alas  !  my  heart,  there  is 
need  of  patience,  for  there  is  no  remedy 
i  again  ft  death.” 

On  that  day  which  was  to  terminate  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  Caliph,  he  left  his 
houfe  early  in  the  morning  to  go  to  the 
]  mofque.  As  he  crofted  his  court-yard,  a  great 
number  of  domeftic  birds  uttered  loud  cries, 

1  which  being  obferved  by  one  of  his  flaves,  he 
threw  a  ftick  at  them  to  make  them  quiet, 
but  the  Caliph  faid  to  him,  4C  Let  them  alone, 
for  their  cries  are  only  lamentations  fore- 
!  boding  my  death.” 

The  three  aflaflins  waited  for  Ali  at  the  He  is  affaffi- 
door  of  the  mofque,  and  as  he  was  ready  to  nated* 
enter,  they  feigned  a  quarrel  amongft  them- 
felves,  and  drew  their  fwords.  Darwan 
made  a  ftroke  at  Ali,  but  miffed  him,  and  the 

blow 
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Ali*  blow  fell  on  the  gate  of  the  mofque.  Ab- 
?hêær"  660  dalrahman  ftruck  him  on  the  head,  in  the 
very  place  where  he  haa  before  received  a 
wound  at  the  battle  of  Ahzah,  which  was 
fought  in  Mahomet’s  time,  and  the  ftroke  was 
mortal. 

Two  of  his  The  blow  given,  the  three  villains  fled 

murderers  aie  with0ut  being  apprehended.  Darwan  crept 


taken,  and 
puniihed. 


home,  where  he  was  killed  by  a  perfon  who 
had  feen  him  with  his  fword  drawn  againft 
Ali,  and  Shabib  ran  away  with  fo  much  fpeed, 
that  he  efcaped,  and  was  never  taken. 

As  to  Abdalrahman,  he  feemed  at  firfi  ter¬ 
rified  at  the  thoughts  of  the  crime  he  had 
committed,  and  ftrove  to  conceal  himfelf  in 
a  corner  of  the  mol  que,  but  he  was  foon 
found  with  his  fword  drawn.  For  feme  time 
that  affallin  ftoutly  denied  the  fa£t,  but  he 
fhordy  afterwards  openly  confdTed  it,  and 
was  brought  before  Ali,  who  delivered  him 
into  the  cuftody  of  his  eldeft  fon  Hafian,  with 
orders  to -let  him  want  for  nothing,  and  that 
if  he  died  of  his  wound,  the  murderer  fhould 
not  be  put  to  a  painful  and  lingering  death, 
but  fhould  be  executed  at  one  blow.  Ali 
died  about  the  fifth  day  after  he  was  wound¬ 
ed,  and  All’s  commands  were  punctually 
xecüted*.  As 


& 


*  This  is  the  account  given  by  D’Herbelot  of  the  death  of 
that  affaffm,  which  he  probably  took  from  Perfian  authors. 
Eut  Tabari  and  Abulpheda,  authors  of  great  note  amongft 
the  Arabians,  relate  it  in  a  very  different  manner.  Abul¬ 
pheda  fays  that  his  hand  was  frit  cut  off,  and  then  his  foot 
on  the  oppofite  fide  :  that  next  they  put  out  his  eyes  with  a  red 
hot  iron*  then  cut  out  his  tongue,  and  afterwards  burned  him  ; 

to 
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As  to  the  Caliph’s  perfon,  he  had  a  very 
red  face,  large  eyes,  a  prominent  belly  ;  his  ^syra  4°* 
head  was  bald,  but  his  beard  thick,  and  his  .  * 

«  /i  i  •  tt*  i  r  i  Defcription of 

breait  hairy.  His  phyiiognomy  was  pleaiing,  A1ps  grfon% 
florid,  and  youthful,  and  his  countenance  was 
ufually  covered  with  a  fmile, 

Amongft  the  furnames  or  honourable  titles  Titles  be- 
which  the  Muffulmen  be  flow  on  Ali,  there  on  thc 
are  two  principal  ones,  to  wit,  Wall,  and 
Mortada,  or  Mortadi.*  The  firft  of  which 
fignifies  in  Arabic,  legatee,  mandatary,  ex¬ 
ecutor  of  a  man’s  will,  and  heir,  that  is  of 
Mahomet.  The  other  means,  beloved  by, 
or  acceptable  to  God  ;  and  even  in  his  life 
time  they  called  him  Efed-  Allah-  Algalib,  the 
victorious  lion  of  God.  His  followers  have 
alfo  given  him  other  titles  ;  the  Shiites  in  par¬ 
ticular  (who  might  be  called  his  adorers)  call 
him  Faid-al- Anwar,  the  diftributer  of  lights 
or  graces  ;  and  in  Per  flan,  Shah  Mordman,  or 
the  king;  of  men. 

However,  thefe  great  eulogies  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  his  name,  and  that  of  all  his  family. 


to  which  he  adds,  the  curfe  of  God  be  upon  him.  The 
account  given  by  Abulpheda  feems  much  the  more  probable, 
confidering  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime,  and  the  temper  of 
that  people.  For  though  it  is  not  impoiTible  that  Ali  might 
give  fuch  orders,  yet  it  is  fcarce  credible  that  they  were  fo 
mercifully  executed  :  but  after  what  manner  foever  he  was 
put  to  death,  the  hereticks  conlider  him  as  a  martyr. 

Ockley's  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  II.  fol.  yS. 

*  From  whence  European  travellers  have  corruptly  called 
h im  Mortis  Ali,  which  the  readers  have  miftaken  for  his 
name,  Ockley  vob  XL  fol.  8 1  „ 
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Alî*  from  being  curbed,  and  their  perfons  excom- 
Segym  tf,  nuinicated  in  all  the  rnofques  of  the  empire, 

'K-'  { Si  f  ti  ^  à  *  00  0^  ®  -*  tT  •  •  /“*  î  1  C*  C*  * 

under  the  dominion  or  the  houle  or  Ommi- 
yah,  from  Moawiyah  to  the  time  of  Omar- 
ebn-Abdalaziz  (the  eight  Caliph  of  that  fa¬ 
mily)  who  fupprefled  this  foiemn  male- 
diflion. 

There  were  alfo  fome  other  Caliphs  of  the 
race  of  Abbas,  who  ex  prefled  a  great  aver  (ion 
to  Ali,  and  all  his  pofterity*.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Fatemite  Caliphs  of  Egypt  caufed  his 
name  to  be  joined  with  that  of  Mahomet, 
in  the  publication  of  the  times  of  prayer, 
which  they  made  from  the  minarets  of 
their  rnofques. 

Place  of  All’s  Ah  was  buried  near  Cofah,  and  it  is  faid 
iepukhre.  that  his  fepulchre  was  kept  hid  during  the 
reign  of  all  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Om- 
jniyah,  and  that  it  was  not  difcovered  till  the 
reign  of  the  Abaffians,  which  is  fcarce  cre¬ 
dible.  However,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegyra 
376.  A.  C.  977,  Samfam  Aldoulat,  a  princeof 
the  race  of  the  Buians,  who  reigned  at  Bag- 
dat  under  the  Caliph  Thaï,  built  a  fumptuous 
monument  over  it,  which  the  Perfians  gene¬ 
rally  call  Ku nbud -  Paid-  Alan  wa r,  the  dome 
of  the  difpenfer  of  lights  and  graces.  And 
though  the  tomb  of  Ali  is  fo  well  known  to 
be  near  Cufah,  yet  foyne  of  his  left  believe 
him  to  be  (till  alive,  and  affirm  that  he  will 

'*  Namely,  Motaded,  and  Motawakel,  to  whom  they  fay 
he  appeared  in  a  dream,  and  threatened  them  with  his  in¬ 
dignation. 


come 
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come  at  the  end  of  the  world,  and  fill  the  Ai-!- 
the  earth  with  iuftice.  Others  are  fo  extra-  *Iegyra  4p* 

J  ,  *  .  j.  .  r  Ch.  ær.  66®, 

vagant  as  to  make  him.  a  divine  perion. 

The  more  moderate,  indeed,  fay  that  he  is 
not  truly  God,  but  that  in  many  things  he 
partakes  of  the  divine  nature. 

A!i  is  held  in  great  reputation  for  wifdom  ^orks  of 
amongft  all  the  Mahometans.  There  is  ex-  ^author**** 
tant  of  his  writing  a  centiloquium,  or  a  hun¬ 
dred  fentences*,  which  have  been  tranflated 
from  the  Arabic  into  Torkiih  and  Perfian, 
and  the  other  languages  of  Upper  Afia.  But 
the  mod  celebrated  piece  is  intituled  Je.fr- 
we-Jame  :  it  is  written  upon  parchment  in 
myderious  characters,  intermixed  with  figures, 
wherein  are  laid  to  be  contained  all  the  im¬ 
portant  events  that  have  happened  or  fhall 
happen  from  the  beginning  of  Muffiilmanifm 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  Jaafer  Sadec  has 
deciphered  (in  fome  manner)  a  part  of  this 
parchment,  (which  is  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  All's  family.)  As  to  the  entire  explication 
of  it,  that  in  their  opinion  is  referved  for  the 
1 2th  Imam,  who  is  furnarned,  by  way  of  ex¬ 
cellence,  the  Mohdi,  or  Grand  Director.  This 
Imam  hath  appeared  amongd  them  :  but 
they  believe  that  God,  having  taking  him  un¬ 
der  his  protection  at  the  time  he  was  per¬ 
fected  by  the  Caliphs  of  Bagdat,  carried  him 

% 

*  There  is  likevvife  a  collection  of  verfes  under  the  title 
of  Anwar  Alokail,  and  in  the  bodleian  library  is  a  large 
book  of  his  lentences. 

Ockley,  vol,  II.  fol.  84. 
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away  into  a  place  unknown  to  them,  and  that 
he  will  not  return  till  the  lafl  day,  in  order  to 
bring  the  whole  world  to  embrace  Maho- 
metifm. 

Befides  the  books  we  have  mentioned,  we 
find  in  authors  many  fentences  and  apoph¬ 
thegms  under  the  name  of  Ali,  which  are' full 
of  goodfenfe  and  inftrudtion,  and  clearly  ma¬ 
il  i  fell  the  redlitude  of  his  heart. 

The  author  of  Rabi  Alakyar  quotes  the 
following,  which  is  one  of  the  moil  inftruc- 
tive  ;  “  He  that  would  be  rich  without 
means,  powerful  without  fubjeâs,  and  fub- 
jedt  without  a  mailer,  let  him  ferve  God,  and 
he  will  find  thefe  three  things/' 

He  one  day  made  a  reply,  which  might 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  filenced  all  fuch 
as  reproached  him  on  account  of  the  feuds 
and  divifions  which  had  prevailed  in  the  ftate 
from  the  beginning  of  his  reign.  One  of 
his  captains  having  pertly  afked  him,  w'hy 
the  reigns  of  Abubecre  and  Omar,  his  prede- 
ceffors,  were  fo  peaceable,  and  the  reign  of 
Othman  and  his  own  were  fo  full  of  troubles  ; 
Ali  wifely  anfwered,  tc  The  reafon  is  plain  ; 
Othman  and  I  ferved  Abubecre  and  Omar, 
during  their  reigns  :  and  Othman  and  I  had 
none  to  ferve  us  but  you,  and  fuch  as  are  like 
you." 

There  is  alfo  another  maxim  of  Ali  (in 
the  book  intitled  Rabi  Alakyar)  which  firikes 
at  the  conduit  of  thofe  who,  from  a  fpirit  of 
party,  in  the  fequel  formed  the  fedt  of  Ali. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  fedtaries,  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  reft  of  the  Muftulmen,  wore  a  tur¬ 
ban  of  a  different  colour  and  particular  fa- 
fhion,  and  alio  traced  their  hair  after  a  manner 
quite  different  from  the  reft  of  the  difciples 
of  Mahomet.  <c  Take  great  care,”  faid  he, 
cc  never  to  feparate  yourfelves  from  the  feliow- 
fhip  of  the  other  Muffulmen  ;  for  he  that 
feparates  himfelf  from  them,  belongs  to  the 
devif  as  the  fheep  that  leave  the  flock  belong 
to  the  wolf  ;  therefore  give  no  quarter  to  him 
that  marcheth  under  the  ftandard  of  fchifm, 
though  he  hath  my  turban  on  his  head,  for 
he  carries  with  him  the  infallible  mark  of  a 
man  that  is  out  of  the  right  way.” 

This  fentence  manifeftly  condemns  thofe 
who  vaunt  themfelves  for  being  of  his  fed:, 
fuch  as  are  the  Periians  at  this  time,  fome  of 
the  princes  of  the  Ufbecks,  beyond  the  river 
Gihon,  and  feveral  mighty  monarchs  in  the 
Indies^  who,  by  putting  on  All’s  turban,  have 
feparated  themfelves  from  the  reft  of  the 
Muffalmen. 

Hofain  Waez  alfo  recites  this  paflage  of 
Ali,  in  his  paraphrafe  and  commentary  upon 
the  Alcoran  ;  “  God  hath  given  to  men  two 
Imams,  that  is  to  fay  two  pontiffs,  or  media¬ 
tors  between  him  and  them  :  the  firft  is  the 
prophet,  who  is  gone  and  is  no  more  among  ft 
them  ;  the  fécond  which  remains,  and  ftiall 

V- 

continue  always  with  them,  is  prayer,  which 
they  make  to  obtain  pardon  of  fins.”. 
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Thefe  ief taries  mutually  befïow  on  each 
other  the  name  of  Shiites  which  properly 
fignifies  a  fcandalous  reprobate  feet;  but  it 
hath  been  particularly  applied  to  the  feftaries 
of  Ali,  who  have  from  time  to  time  railed 
great  diflurbances  in  the  muiTulman  empire, 
in  order  to  fet  on  the  throne  the  defendants  of 
that  Caliph,  to  whom  alone  they  affert  the 
throne  of  right  belongs.  Of  this  frequent 
examples  will  hereafter  appear,  when  we 
treat  of  the  dynafties  which  they  have  for¬ 
med,  under  the  feveral  denominations  of 
Alians,  Fatimites,  Edriffites,  and  Ifhmaelites. 

Ali,  as  it  has  been  mentioned  in  the  life  of 
Mahomet,  married  Fatima,  the  daughter  of 
that  prophet.  After  her  death  he  had  feveral 
other  wives,  among  whom  he  had  fifteen  fons 
and  eighteen  daughters.  Fatimah  brought  him 
three  fons,  to  wit,  Haflan,  Hoffeinand  Mohaf- 
fan,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  his  infancy. 
The  two  former  (as  well  as  Ben  Haniphiyah, 
Abbas,  andAmru,  his  children  by  other  wives) 
left  poflerity  behind  them,  and  Haflan  and 
Hofein,  and  their  defendants,  are  remarkable 
in  the  muflulman  hiftory,  on  account  of  the 
eminent  perfons  they  produced,  and  the  re-  . 
volutions  they  occasioned  in  the  feveral  ages 
of  Mahometifm. 

*  The  Arabians  who  call  themfelves  Sonnites,  that  is,  ob¬ 
servers  of  the  tradition  and  orthodox,  do  not  allow  the  name, 
but  call  themfelves  Medheb  ;  that  is,  a  fed  which  follows  ap¬ 
proved  opinions  :  and  the  fed  of  Ali  call  themfelves  Adâîiyah, 
which  fignifies  the  religion  of  them  that  follow  juflice,  and  the 
right  fide.  Ockley  vol,  II,  page.  83. 


H  A  SSAN. 


the  Arabian  s. 


8  x> 


HASSAN. 


The  FIFTH  CALIPH. 


it 


i] 


it 


HASSAN,  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  Ca-  Hëgÿra  40. 

liph,  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to  fuc-  Ch'  ær‘  66o° 
ceed  his  father*  So  foon  as  All’s  friends  per-  Al1  refu^es  tQ> 

1  1  11  11  HRIllC  â  1UC  * 

ceived  his  wound  to  be  mortal,  they  would  ce^or> 
have  prevailed  on  him  to  name  a  fucceffor  ; 
but,  befides  the  reafons  he  might  have  not 
to  nominate  any  perfon  to  a  dignity,  in  the 
poffeffion  of  which  he  had  met  with  fo 
many  difficulties  and  erodes,  he  was  refolved 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  prophet,  and 
not  to  name  a  perfon  to  fucceed  him*  This 
refolution  he  imparted  to  his  friends,  and 
told  them,  that  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
he  refigned  the  power  of  appointing  a  ruler, 
whofe  reign  he  hoped  would  be  more  undif- 
turbed  than  his  had  been* 

Hafïàn  having  been  thus  appointed  Caliph  Hafianchofeü 
without  oppofition,  the  people  fwore  fealty Caliphi 
to  him*  after  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  Hand 
by  the  Koran*  and  the  tradition  of  the  apodle* 

But  how  great  foever  his  fatisfadlion  might 
be  to  afeend  the  throne  by  fo  univerfal  a  con- 
fent  of  the  people,  yet  he  foon  experienced 
that  he  was  very  unfit  to  bear  with  dignity 
the  weight  of  a  crown.  . 

So  mild  and  peaceable  was  his  difpofitiori,  Character  of 
'that  he  had  an  averfion  to  all  noife  and  tu-Haffan* 

Vol it  IL  *  G  mult*. 
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malt,  and  in  particular  to  thofe  of  war.  And 
as  he  rather  inherited  his  father’s  piety  than 
his  valour,  fo  he  feemed  fitter  for  a  mofque, 
than  the  command  of  an  army. 

However  he  was  foon  forced  to  take  up 
arms,  on  the  entreaties  of  his  fubjeds,  who 
earneftly  required  that  the  war  with  Moa- 
wiyah  fliould  be  renewed.  He  therefore 
began  his  march  towards  Syria  at  the  head  of 
a  ftrong  army,  preceeded  by  twelve  thoufand 
men  under  Kais,  whom  he  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  them. 

Moawiyah  having  alfo  taken  the  field, 
marched  out  to  meet  the  Caliph.  Kais  with  his 
twelve  thoufand  foldiers  (though  greatly  infe¬ 
rior  in  number  to  the  troops  of  Moawiyah) 
aded  with  fo  much  prudence  and  condud  as 
to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay,  without  rifking  a 
battle  ;  and  fome  fmart  fkirmifhes  having 
paffed,  Kais  ftrongly  intrenched  himfelf,  and 
quietly  waited  the  arrival  of  the  main  army. 

In  a  fhort  time  Haffan  joined  him,  and 
preparations  were  made  to  attack  the  Syrians. 
But  one  of  the  Caliph’s  men  having  been  j 
murdered  in  that  jundure,  and  he  propofing  I 
to  punifh  the  offenders,  the  troops  mutinied,  I 
and  the  officers  engaged  in  the  difpute  :  In  a  I 
word,  they  came  to  extremities  even  in  the  | 
Caliph’s  prefence  ;  and  fo  greatly  were  they  j 
wanting  in  refped  both  to  his  perfon  and  dig-  I 
nity,  that  they  violently  threw  him  from  his  I 
feat,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped,  after  1 
having  received  a  wound. 

This  if 
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This  accident  having  happened  near  Ma-  Hassan. 
daien,  (whither  he  had  brought  his  army)  Hegyra.  41, 
the  Caliph  retired  to  the  caflle  there,  to  le-  Ci  *  æ(*  _  bU 
cure  himfelf  from  the  fury  of  the  mutineers. 

But  that  ftep  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  daien. 

:  him  :  the  governor’s  nephew  ftrongly  incited 
I  his  uncle  to  take  away  the  Caliph’s  life,  but 
;  he  would  not  hear  of  fo  bale  a  propofal. 

I  The  nephew  would  then  have  prevailed  on 
j  him  at  lead  to  take  Haffan  prifoner,  and  fend 
him  bound  to  Moawiyah  5  but  this  he  alfo 
)  generoully  refufed,  urging  the  facred  laws  of 
I  hofpitality,  the  laws  of  honour,  in  a  word, 

I  how  fhameful  a  thing  it  would  be,  fo  to  be¬ 
tray  the  fon  of  the  daughter  of  God’s  apoftle. 

He  therefore  declared  that  he  would  not 
i  only  leave  the  Caliph  at  liberty,  but  alfo  pro- 
j  cure  him  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
f  in  his  power. 

The  mind  of  Haffan  was  filled  with  dif-  Haffan 
quietude.  The  infolence  of  his  troops,  the^^toabf 
contempt  they  would  fhew  for  him  fhould 
\i  he  leave  the  infult  unpuniflied,  the  danger 


he  forefaw  in  inflating  punishment  on  the 
guilty,  and  moreover  the  great  diflike  he  had 
to  continuing  a  war,  the  firft  events  of  which 
had  proved  fo  unprofperous  to  him,  con- 
fpired  to  make  him  form  a  refolution  of  ab¬ 
dicating  a  dignity  which  he  had  never  been 
ambitious  of  obtaining,  and  in  defence  of 
which  he  had  not  the  lead  inclination  to  fa- 
crifice  his  quiet,  and  much  lefs  to  expofe  his 
life  to  the  hazard  of  war* 

G  2 
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Hoffein,  his  youngefl  brother,  to  whom  he 
communicated  his  defign,  ufed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  it 
into  execution  :  but  though  he  remonftrated 
to  him  the  great  difparagement  and  reflection 
it  would  caft  on  the  memory  of  their  father, 
Haflan  perfifted  in  his  refolution.  He  forefaw 
that  by  a  voluntary  abdication,  he  fhould 
make  a  friend  of  Moawiyah,  who  out  of 
gratitude  would  not  fail  amply  to  reward  him 
for  making  fo  confiderable  a  facrifice,  which 
would  enable  him  to  pafs  a  quiet  eafy  life  in 
fome  obfcure  corner,  a  condition  well  befit¬ 
ting  a  man,  who  had  neither  courage  nor  am¬ 
bition. 

Moawiyah,  who  had  fpies  even  in  the 
Caliph's  court,  was  foon  made  acquainted 
with  Hafian's  defign  ;  and  for  that  reafon  he 
ordered  his  generals  to  make  no  attempt  on 
the  Caliph's  army,  but  to  keep  on  the  defen- 
five.  In  the  mean  time  he  fet  his  emiflaries 
to  work,  who  fo  artfully  managed  the  in¬ 
trigue,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  before  it 
was  publickly  known  to  be  in  agitation. 

Haflan  having  thus  fixed  his  refolution, 
wrote  to  Moawiyah  5  he  informed  him  that 
the  grief  he  felt  to  fee  the  faithful  Muflul- 
men  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war, 
he  was  induced  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis¬ 
pute  by  facrificing  his  own  interefl;  ;  that 
he  was  determined  to  refign  the  throne, 
and  that  in  order  to  prevent  a  continu¬ 
ance 
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ance  of  the  war,  which  might  happen  Hassan. 
from  the  attempts  of  a  new  rival,  he  had  H^syra  41 . 
refolved  to  refign  it  into  his  hands.  He 
added,  that  as  fo  valuable  a  prefent  merited 
i  fome  grateful  return,  he  had  three  conditions 
i  to  require  of  him  ;  firft,  that  Moawiyah  ihould 
give  him  all  the  money  in  the  treafury  of 
Cufah  f  fecondly,  a  confiderable  eftate  in  Per- 
i  fia  ;  and  thirdly,  that  Moawiyah  fliould  make 
no  reproachful  reflection  upon  his  father  Ali. 

As  Moawiyah  could  not  pay  too  dear  for 
•i  an  abdication  fo  advantageous  to  him,  he  rea¬ 
dily  granted  the  conditions*,  and  a  treaty 
was  forthwith  drawn  up,  which  was  figned 
by  both  parties.  This  being  done,  Moawiyah 
and  Haffan  went  together  to  Cufah,  where 
the  ceremony  of  the  abdication  was  to  be 
i  performed. 

A  general  affembly  of  the  people  was  ap- Haffan  abdi- 
j  pointed  to  be  held  in  the  chief  mofque,  when  fatfs  the 
i!  Haffan  having  mounted  the  pulpit,  and  ip  ate* 
i  i  given  praife  and  glory  to  God  for  infpiring 
li  him  with  the  means  of  reftoring  peace  to 
icj  the  Muffulmen,  expreffed  himfelf  in  the  fol- 
h lowing  terms:  <c  Moawiyah  contended,  with 
:ime  touching  the  Caliphate,  to  which  I  had  a 
>  a  greater  right  than  he;  but  I  chofe  rather 
<Jto  furrender  it  to  him,  and  thereby  fpare  the 
it!  effufion  of  mulfulman  blood,  The  world  is 

*  It  is  faid  that  Moawiyah  refufed  tq  grant  the  third  arti- 
;  ;  çle  ;  upon  which  Haffan  requefted  that  he  would  at  lead;  foi> 
bear  to  make  fuch  reflexions  in  his  hearing  ;  which  Moawi¬ 
yah  promifed,  but  did  not  perform.  Ockley’s  Hidory  of  thç 
Saracens,  vol.  II  foi.  95. 
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Hassan,  liable  to  changes,  and  even  this  affair  alfo  hath 
Hegyra  4* •  a  time  prefixed  for  its  duration*.” 

v  lm  Thefe  lait  words  had  like  to  have  raifed  a 
quarrel.  Moawiyah  interrupted  the  Caliph, 
commanded  him  to  fit  down,  and  told  him 
it  was  imprudent  to  give  the  people  to  under- 
ftand  that  the  ffcp  he  was  then  taking  might 
be  productive  of  frefli  disturbances. 

Haffan,  pafiing  over  unnoticed  this  reproach 
of  Moawiyah,  coolly  refumed  his  dilcourfe, 
and  doled  it  with  informing  the  people  that 
he  had  three  things  to  lav  to  their  charge  : 
fir  ft,  the  murder  of  his  father;  fecondly, 
the  affronts  offered  to  his  own  perfon  ;  and 
c  thirdly,  the  robbing  him  of  his  goods.  For 
refufe'to  give  though  Moawiyah  had  promifed  him  the 
the  treafureto  treafure  of  Cufah,  they  refufed  to  deliver  it 
up  to  him,  infilling  that  it  was  their  property, 
and  could  not  be  alienated  without  their 
con  fen  t, 

This  refufal  of  the  Cufians  was  grievous  to 

Haffan,  and  indeed  Moawiyah  could  not  but 
*  * 

be  highly  diffatisfied  with  it.  However  he 
did  not  think  fit  in  any  manner  to  controvert 
their  defign.  For  as  he  was  poffefled  of  the 


Haffan. 


Moawiyah 
makes  him 
amends. 


*  It 


t  may  be  inferred  from  this  account,  that  Haffan  volun-, 
tardy  made  the  above  harangue.  But  Tabari  El-Makin  fays, 
it  was  owing  to  a  hint  given  to  Moawiyah  by  Amru-ebn-Alas 
of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  teftimony  of  the  abdication  ;  which 
being  importunately  urged,  Moawiyah  confented  to  it  againft 
his  own  opinion,  and  fomc  authors  fay  he  was  fo  difpleafed  with 
the  clofe  ot  Haifa  rfs  fpeech,  that  he  feverely  chid  Amru  for 
prefiing  him  to  it,  and  others  fay  he  was  never  afterwards 
heartily  reconciled  to  Amru. 

Qckîey,  vol.  II.  foi',  96. 


Caliphate, 


die  A  R  A  B  I  A  N  S.  87 

Caliphate,  which  he  had  fo  long  aimed  at,  Hassan. 
his  whole  care  was  employed  in  eftablifhing 
his  power;  and  he  freely  afligned  to  Haffan 
a  revenue  of  about  three  millions  per  annum; 
to  which  he  from  time  to  time  added  very 
valuable  prefents. 

Haffan  departed  from  Cufah  with  Hoffein  Haflan  and 
his  brother;  they  retired  to  Medina,  where hls.brothcr 
they  led  a  private  and  retired  life.  How-^to  Me* 
ever,  Moawiyah  ftrove  to  roufe  them  from 
their  ftate  of  inactivity,  when  the  Kharegites 
(thofe  hereticks  that  gave  Ali  fo  much  dis¬ 
turbance)  took  up  arms  againft  the  new  Ca¬ 
liph.  He  wrote  to  Haffan  to  march  out 
againft  them,  and  to  reftrain  them  till  he 
could  bring  up  his  army.  But  Haffan  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  given  over  all  public  af¬ 
fairs  in  order  to  avoid  war,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  inclined  to  fight  at  all,  he  fliould  have 
made  war  againft  him. 

In  this  manner  he  paffed  feven  or  eight  Haflan’s 
years,  that  is  to  fay  all  the  reft  of  his  days,  death, 
at  Medina  :  he  died  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of 
the  Hegyra,  being  but  forty  feven-years  old. 

It  is  affirmed  that  his  days  were  haftened  by 
Moawiyah,  who  fuborned  his  wife  to  poifon 
him.  It  is  alfo  faid  he  was  induced  to  commit 
that  crime,  to  get  rid  of  a  promife  he  had 
made  to  Haffan,  that  he  would  not  name  a 
fucceffor  during  Haffan’s  life,  and  would  refer 
the  eledion  to  a  certain  number  of  perfons 
whom  Haffan  was  to  appoint. 

G  4, 
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Hasçan.  When  Moawiyah  had  fixed  himfelf  on 
rhg-ia  tl'  t^i*one,  he  formed  a  refolution  of  making 
the  Caliphate  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  of 
iuSoms^  naming  Yezid  his  fon  to  be  his  fucceflor  ;  and 
Haû'an’s  wife  in  order  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of  Haflan  on 
topoiionbim.  accoünt  0f  bis  breaking  the  conditions  ftipu- 


lated  between  them,  he  reiolved  to  put  an 
end  to  that  prince’s  life.  That  he  might  be 
more  fure  of  fitccefs,  he  pradtifed  with  Haf- 
fan’s  wife,  and  fo  won  her  over  to  his  in- 
tereft  by  a  feigned  promife  of  marriage  that 
fhe  confented  to  poifon  her  hulband. 

The  blow  ft  ruck,  fhe  required  of  Moa¬ 
wiyah  a  performance  of  his  promife,  but  he 
treated  her  requeft  with  contempt,  and  of¬ 
fered  her  a  large  fum  of  money,  which  fhe 
accepted  of,  for  her  pains. 

When  the  time  of  Ha  flan’s  death  drew 
near,  his  brother,  who  perceived  he  was 
poifoned,  earneftly  begged  he  would  inform 
him  who  had  adminiftred  the  deadly  potion, 
and  fwore  he  would  take  fuitable  vengeance 
on  him  :  but  Haflan  anfwered  with  great 
calmnefs,  “  O  brother  l  the  life  of  this  world 
is  made  up  of  nights  which  fpeedily  vanifh 
away  :  let  the  guilty  wretch  alone,  till  he  and 
I  appear  together  before  God.” 

He  directed  by  his  will  that  his  body 
fhould  be  buried  near  Mahomet  his  grand- 


*  Ockley  fays  that  Hafian’s  wife  was  fuborned  by  Yezid 
the  ion  of  Moawiyah,  who  promifed  her  marriage  ;  but  when 
ihe  had  murdered  lier  hufband,  he  wifely  refufed  to  truft  himfelf 
in  her  embracçs. 


father. 
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father.  Aïefha  at  firft  confented  to  it,  bat 
finding  that  the  whole  family  of  Ommiyah 
oppofed  it,  fhe  afterwards  retraced  her  con- 
fent  :  fhe  declared  that  the  houfe  where  Ma¬ 
homet  was  buried  was  her  property,  and 
Haftan’s  body  fhould  not  be  laid  there,  fo  they 
laid  him  in  the  common  burying  place. 

As  his  reign  was  of  no  longer  duration 
than  fix  months,  or  thereabouts,  fome  authors 
have  not  reckoned  him  amongft  the  number 
of  Caliphs,  But  I  have  followed  Ebn-Athir, 
and  other  writers,  who  have  not  thought  fit 
to  omit  him  :  for  he  actually  enjoyed  the  fu- 
preme  dignity,  and  though  his  reign  was 
Ihort,  yet  he  was  as  much  a  Caliph  as  any  of 
thofe  who  poffeflfed  the  throne  many  years. 

Haflfan  had  many  children  *,  the  mo  ft  fa¬ 
mous  of  whom  was  Abdallah,  whole  pof- 
terity  caufed  great  disturbances  in  the  mufful- 
man  empire. 

As  to  Hoflein,  his  branch  was  chief  of  the 
feci  of  Ali,  becaufe  it  maintained  pofleffion  of 
the  office  of  Imam  •f*,  the  principal  ecclefiaf- 
tical  dignity  among  the  Muffulmen.  It  is 
related  of  this  Caliph,  that  a  woman  having 
once  prefented  him  with  a  bunch  of  fine 

*  Ockley  fays  fifteen  males  and  five  females. — He  adds, 
that  his  wives  were  all  remarkably  fond  of  him,  though  he  fre¬ 
quently  divorced  them,  and  married  others. 

f  Some  amongft  the  feétaries  of  Ali  drew  the  defcent  of 
the  Imams  from  Abdallah,  one  of  his  children,  who  had  a  fon 
pamed  Yahia,  but  the  Perfians  will  have  the  fucceftion  to  pafs 
from  Hafian  to  his  brother  Hoftein. 

Ockley  vol,  II.  foi.  105. 

herbs  ; 
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herbs,  he  afked  her  if  fhe  was  a  free  wo¬ 
man,  flie  told  him  die  was  a  flave,  but  that 
the  prefent  fhe  had  made  him  was  rare 
and  curious.  HafTan  gave  her  her  liberty, 
and  laid  to  thofe  prefent,  £t  We  have  received 
this  inftruction  from  God  himfelf,  '  that  we 
ought  to  return  to  thofe  who  give  us  gifts* 
force  thing  of  more  value  than  that  which 
they  give  us  ”.  Meaning  that  this  moral  in- 
ftrudtion  is  couched  in  the  Koran,  which 
the  MuiTulmen,  look  on  as  the  word  of 
God. 

They  alfo  relate  a  wonderful  inflance  of 
his  moderation.  A  flave  having  fpilled  a 
difh  of  fcalding  broth  on  him  as  he  fat  at 

O 

table,  inflantly  fell  at  his  feet,  and  repeated 
thefe  words  of  the  Koran,  £C  Paradife  is  open 
to  thofe  that  govern  their  pafiion  Haflan 
anfwered,  I  am  not  in  pafiion.  The  flave 
went  on,  tc  and  to  thofe  who  pardon  offen¬ 
ces  ”  3  I  pardon  yours,  faid  Haflan.  The 
flave  went  on  to  the  end  of  the  verfe,  which 
fays  :  £C  God  loves  thofe  above  all  who  do 

J 

good  to  fuch  as  have  offended  them”.  Haf- 

o 

fan  concluded  :  fin  ce  it  is  fo,  I  give  you  your 
liberty,  and  four  hundred  drachmas  of  filver. 

The  MuiTulmen  quote  this  fentence  of 
Haflan  ;  <c  The  tears  which  are  let  fall 
through  devotion,  fhould  not  be  wiped  off, 
nor  the  water  which  remains  upon  the  body 
after  legal  wafhing  ;  becaufe  this  water  ma¬ 
kes  the  face  of  the  faithful  fhinç,  when  they 
appear  in  the  prefence  of  God.” 

M  O  A- 
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M  O  A  W  I  Y  A  H. 


The  SIXTH  CALIPH. 

0  foon  as  IlafTan  had  folemnly  furren-  Moawiyah. 

_ dered  the  Caliphate,  Moawiyah  took  pof-  Hegyra  41. 

feflion  of  that  dignity,  and  rendered  it  here-  C]l’  ær*  66  u 
ditary  in  his  family,  whereas  it  was  before  Commence, 
him  elective.  In  his  perfon  began  the  dy-  ment  of  tlie 
nafty  of  the  Ommiyans,  fo  famous  in  the 
arabian  hiftory,  which  took  its  name  from  yans. 
Ommiyah,  who  was  great-grandfather  to 
Moawiyah. 

The  father  of  this  Caliph  was  named  Abu- 
Soflan,  and  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
noble  tribe  of  the  Coraifchites,  of  which  Ma¬ 
homet  was  alfo.  When  that  prophet  took  up 
arms  in  defence  of  his  dodrine,  the  Coraif¬ 
chites  who  were  extremely  averfe  to  it,  took 
up  arms  alfo,  and  appointed  Abu  Soflan  gene- 
raliflimo  of  their  forces. 

That  general  fignalized  himfelf  on  feveral 
occafions  ;  but  in  fpight  of  all  his  efforts,  Ma¬ 
homet  was  almoft  ever  vidorious.  At  laft 
he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Mahomet's 
pretenfions,  and  on  the  day  of  the  famous 
vidory  of  Bedre,  he  publickly  embraced  Ma- 
hometifm. 

The  example  of  fo  confiderahle  a  profe- 
lyte  had  the  greateft  influence  on  the  reft  of 
the  tribe,  who,  for  the?  moft  part,  became 

followers 
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Moawiyah.  followers  of  Mahomet.  It  is  related  that 
Hegyra  41 .  Abu-Sofian  after  his  converfion,  begged 
Ch.  ær,  661.  |-j^reç  things  of  Mahomet.  T  he  firft,  that 

as  he  had  commanded  the  forces  of  the  In¬ 
fidels  againft  the  poffeflbrs  of  the  true  reli¬ 
gion,  he  might  now  (in  order  to  expiate  his 
crime)  command  the  army  of  the  Faithful 
againft  the  Unbelievers.  In  the  next  place 
he  requefted  that  the  prophet  would  appoint 
Moawiyah  to  be  his  lecretary  $  and  his  third 
requeft  was,  that  Mahomet  would  take  to 
wife  one  of  his  daughters  named  Gafah.  The 
two  former  petitions  were  granted,  but  Ma¬ 
homet  excufed  himfelf,  and  declined  grant¬ 
ing  the  laft  ;  alledging  fome  reafon,  (which 
the  arabian  author  has  not  mentioned  )  why 
he  could  not  legally  comply  with  his  requeft. 
Abu-Sofian  was  accordingly  appointed  com¬ 
mander  of  the  troops,  and  Moawiyah  to  be 
Mahomet’s  fecretary,  in  which  poft  he  con¬ 
tinued  many  years. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Moawiyah 
gained  fo  great  a  reputation  under  the  Ca¬ 
liphs,  Mahomet’s  fucceflors,  that  on  the  con- 
queft  of  Syria,  he  was  appointed  governor  of 
that  province  ;  and  during  his  government 
he  gained  fo  many  friends,  and  raifed  his 
power  to  fo  high  a  pitch,  that  at  laft  he 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Caliph  in  a 
jnoft  irregular  and  unconftitutional  manner. 
By  means  of  his  confummate  bravery  and 
policy,  he  removed  every  obftacle  in  his  way 
to  the  throne,  and,  fpight  of  the  utmoft 

efforts 
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efforts  of  his  enemies,  he  prevented  any  ill  Moawiyah, 
effeCts  that  might  have  refulted  from  the  in-  p,egyraA1' 
fumciency  of  his  election. 

The  beginning  of  his  reign  was  difturbed  ^e§yra  4*- 

■j  ♦  s*  o  •  /■*  i  ~fr  i  •  i  Oil.  ær.  662. 

by  an  miurrection  of  the  Kharemtes,  who  ,  .  r 

were,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  declared  region  of  the 
enemies  to  all  fubordination  ;  and  who  were  hharegites. 
not  properly  dealt  with  at  their  rife.  Alj  had 
indeed  beat  them  ;  bat  had  not  effectually 
rooted  them  out.  And  as  the  weak  conduCt 
of  the,  laft  Caliph  was  by  no  means  calcu¬ 
lated  to  render  him  formidable,  they  were 
infpired  with  a  frefh  inclination  to  take  up 
arms  againft  the  government. 

Moawiyah,  unwilling  to  fall  into  the  fame 
fault  which  his  predeceffor  had  committed, 
made  the  moft  ipeedy  preparations  to  reduce 
a  party,  who  fo  openly  defied  his  authority, 
and  fent  the  Syrians  out  againft  them.  But 
the  fuccefs  did  not  anfwer  his  expectations  ; 
the  Syrians  were  defeated  in  feveral  aCtions, 
and  the  Kharegites  became  moreinfolent,  and 
Were  more  to  be  feared. 

Upon  this  the  Caliph  had  recourfe  to  the  Moawiyak 

r  /-y  r  i  1  i  i  i  rxi  prevails  on  thf? 

inhabitants  of  Cuiah,  and  the  people  of  Irak,  inhabitants  of 
and  intreated  them  to  give  a  proof  of  their  Cufah  and 
lincerity  and  obedience  to  him,  by  oppoftng  up^ms^ 
a  fet  of  wretches  who  fet  at  nought  all  law  againft  the 
and  religion,  and  who,  being  under  no  re-  kharegites, 
ftraint,  had  made  war  againft  them  without 
the  leaft  pretext,  and  might  one  day  become 
mafters  of  their  country. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  remonftrances  had  the  defired  effedu 
The  Cufians  and  Irakians  took  up  arms,  and 
marched  out  in  battle-array  againft  the  Kha- 
regites.  The  latter,  reflecting  that  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  troops  with  the  Syrians 
would  form  too  powerful  a  party  to  be  re¬ 
filled,  made  fome  attempts  to  prevail  on  them 
to  remain  neuter  ;  and  as  they  knew  that 
the  greateft  part  of  them  had  acknowledged 
Moawiyah  from  no  other  motive  than  the 
hopes  of  extinguifhing  the  flames  of  civil 
war,  and  that  they  in  no  wife  approved  the 
manner  in  which  he  raifed  himfelf  to  the 
throne,  they  fent  to  them  a  deputy,  who 
took  a  very  artful  method  to  perfuade  them 
that  it  would  be  moil:  prudent  and  advan¬ 
tageous  for  them,  not  to  engage  in  the  war 
they  had  declared  againft  Moawiyah. 

After  many  conferences  had  been  held, 
the  Kharegite  deputy  told  them,  that  con- 
fidering  their  opinion  of  things,  no  preju¬ 
dice  could  enfue  to  them  by  their  not  en¬ 
gaging  in  the  difpute  :  “For”,  faid  he,  “is  not 
Moawiyah  our  common  enemy  ?  let  us  there¬ 
fore  make  war  upon  him  :  if  we  kill 
him,  you  are  rid  of  a  tyrant,  and  if  he  de- 
ftroys  us,  you  will  be  free  from  all  difquie- 
tude  on  our  account  ”, 

The  Irakians  refufed  to  lend  an  ear  to  the 
advice  of  the  Kharegites  ;  they  thought  it  a 
matter  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  the 
bufinefs  of  every  rational  man,  to  join  ill 
the  deft rudion  of  a  fed  who  ftrove  to 
be  independant  of  law,  religion  and  fociety. 

They 
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They  therefore  furioufly  attacked  them;  and  Moawiyah. 
after  feveral  actions,  in  which  each  party  He§yra  42- 
gave  the  moft  lignai  proofs  of  valour,  at  laft  Chr'ær°  662* 
a  bloody  battle  was  fought,  which  decided 
the  fate  of  the  Kharegites.  The  Irakians 
gained  a  compleat  vidtory,  and  the  oppolite 
party  was  almoft  totally  exterminated* 

After  the  deftrudtion  of  this  fedt,  Arabia  Hegyra 43, 
for  fome  time  enjoyed  a  calm.  However,  Chr.  ær.  663. 
little  is  to  be  met  with  in  hiftory,  worth  ob-  Doath  ot- 
fervation,  from  the  time  of  that  battle  to  Amru. 
the  forty-third  year  of  the  Hegyra.  And  even 
that  year  is  remarkable  only  on  account  of 
the  death  of  the  famous  Amru-ebn-al-As,  fo 
renowned  for  his  courage  and  fkill  in  the  art 
of  war.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  heroes  of 
Muffulmanifm  ;  and  Mahomet  ufed  to  lay  of 
him,  (as  tradition  goes)  cc  That  there  was  no 
truer  muiTulman,  nor  none  more  ftedfaft  in  the 
faith,  than  Amru.” 

He  was  juftly  celebrated  by  historians  on 
account  of  the  quicknefs  of  his  natural  parts, 
his  valour,  his  capacity,  and  his  exploits  in 
Egypt  ;  even  the  misfortunes  he  underwent 
furnifhed  the  writers  of  thofe  days  with  a 
fubjedl  for  eulogiums.  He  died  in  his  go¬ 
vernment  of  Egypt  *  in  which  he  was  con- 

*  Amru  was  fent  by  Omar  into  Egypt,  which  he  con¬ 
quered,  and  was  made  governor  thereof.  Othman  con¬ 
tinued  him  in  that  poft  four  years,  and  then  difmiifed  him  : 
upon  which  he  retired,  and  led  a  private  life  in  Paleftine. 

After  Othman’s  death,  he  went  over  to  Moawiyah  on  his 
invitation,  and  had  (as  has  been  already  related  )  a  confi- 
derable  lhare  in  the  controverfy  between  Ali  and  Moawi¬ 
yah, 


tinued 
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Moawiyah.  tinued  by  Moawiyah,  together  withe  poflef- 
Hegyra  43.  f10n  and  property  of  all  the  revenues  of  that 
Ch.  ær.  663.  0pUient  pr0vince,  on  condition  only  of  main¬ 
taining,  at  his  proper  expence,  a  fufficient 
body  of  troops,  for  defence  of  the  country. 

Befides  thole  qualities  which  befpeak  a 
great  general,  A mru  polTeffed  others  which 
gained  him  great  credit  and  efteem  amongft 
his  countrymen.  He  greatly  excelled  in 
eloquence  and  poetry.  Before  he  embraced 
Mahometifm,  he  wrote  a  fatirical  lampoon 
againft  Mahomet.  This  ftep  he  afterwards 
greatly  regretted,  and  even  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  made  a  very  pathetic  and  maf- 
culine  difcourfe  to  his  children,  in  which 
he  laments  his  having  exercifed  his  wits  in 
expoling  the  prophet. 

îlife  ofZiyàd.  About  this  time  Moawiyah  formed  a  re- 
folution  of  acknowledging  publickly  as  his 
brother,  a  MuiTulman,  a  perfon  of  merit, 
named  Ziyàd,  who  had  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  amongit  the  Arabians  for  his  abilities, 
mafterly  eloquence,  and  military  exploits. 
He  was  the  fon  of  Abu-Sofian  as  well  as 
Moawiyah,  but  as  his  birth  was  illegitimate, 
Abu-Sofian  had  not  owned  him  *  ;  for 
which  reafon  they  gave  him  the  name  of 
Ziyàd-ben-Abihi,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fon  of 
an  unknown  perfon. 

He  gave  early  proofs  of  what  he  would 
one  day  be.  Amru,  who  was  a  very  good 

*  It  is  laid,  he  durit  not  own  him  for  fear  of  Omar’s  feve* 
nty. 
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judge  of  mankind,  having  once  heard  him  Mo 
fpeak  in  an  aflembly  of  the  companions  of  He27ra43- 
the  prophet,  with  great  force  and  folidity,  Chl*  ?u‘  66^’ 
took  much  notice  of  him,  and  publickly  faid, 
that  had  he  been  of  the  tribe  of  the  Cora- 
ifchites,  he  would  be  fit  to  govern  the  Ara¬ 
bians. 

The  Caliphs  whom  he  ferved  did  not  fail 
to  reward  his  merit.  He  above  all  other 
things  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  account  of 
his  conduct  in  Perlia,  at  the  time  he  was 
employed  by  Ali  to  tranfaCt  fome  public  af¬ 
fairs  in  that  extenfive  province  ;  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  which  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  be 
mafter  of  fuch  rare  talents,  as  foon  acquired 
him  the  greateft  reputation. 

When  Haffan  abdicated  the  Caliphate,  Zi-  He  tides  with, 
yad  abfolutely  refufed  to  acknowledge  Moa- the  Alians* 
wiyah,  though  he  was  his  natural  brother. 

The  regard  he  bore  to  the  memory  of  Ali, 
his  benefactor,  induced  him  to  flight  the 
new  Caliph,  and  to  join  the  party  of  the 
Alians. 

Moawiyah,  who  was  throughly  fenfible  of  Moawiyah 
Ziyad’s  merit,  was  grieved  to  think  how  pre-  Saills  him  to 
judicial  an  enemy  of  his  abilities  mint  prove  11S  1  e’ 
to  his  party.  He  therefore  refolved  to  fe- 
cure  him  in  his  intereft,  and  imparted  his 
defign  to  Mogeirah-ebn- Said,  governor  of 
Cufah,  who  readily  offered  his  fervice  to 
bring  over  Ziyad  from  the  party  of  the 
Alians  :  and  Mogeirah  was  the  more  likely 
to  fucceed,  as  he  had  kept  up  a  correfpon- 
Vol.  II.  H  deuce 


ç8 

Moawiyah. 

Hegyra  43 . 
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dence  with  Ziyad,  from  the  time  he 
had  done  him  a  piece  of  fervice  in  a  matter 
of  great  confequence 

Mogeirah  made  fo  good  ufe  of  his  friend- 
fhip  with  Ziyad,  and  offered  him  fuch  advan¬ 
tageous  terms,  that  at  laft  they  prevailed  on 
him  to  join  Moawiyah,  and  acknowledge 
him  as  Caliph.  He  was  received  at  court 
with  all  poffible  marks  of  efteem  and  refpedt, 
and  his  brother  affured  him  that  he  would 
foon  put  him  in  a  condition  of  occupying  the 
chief  polls  of  the  date,  without  the  lead  fear 
of  being  for  the  future  reproached  with  the 
bafenefs  of  his  original. 

In  confequence  of  this  promife  he  caufed 
proper  witnedes  to  be  examined  in  an  aifem- 
bly  of  the  people,  to  prove  that  Ziyad  was 
his  brother  by  the  father’s  fide  and  after 
a  folemn  and  formal  enquiry  it  was  openly 
declared  that  he  was  the  real  fon  of  Abu- 


*  Mogeirah  was  accufed  of  committing  adultery.  Ziyad, 
who  was  then  Cadi  or  judge  of  the  place  where  the  crime 
was  committed,  either  through  favour,  or  for  want  of  legal 
proof,  found  means  to  acquit  him,  and  caufed  the  wit- 
neffes  to  be  feverely  fcourged  as  calumniators.  See  Sale’s 
Tranflation  of  the  Koran,  chap.  24th,  entitled  Light,  fol.  287. 

f  The  purport  of  the  evidence  was,  that  Abu-Sofian  in 
the  days  of  ignorance,  before  drinking  of  wine  was  made 
a  fin  by  the  Koran,  travelling  in  Thayef,  refrefhed  himfelf 
at  a  public  houfe,  where  he  lay  with  Ziyad’s  mother,  then 
married  to  a  Greek  have.  The  old  man  that  kept  the 
houfe  was  alive,  and  gave  evidence  touching  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Abu-Solian  with  Somyah  ;  and  his  evidence  was 
fo  ftrong,  that  it  would  have  amounted  to  a  fufficient  proof 
in  a  cale  of  impotency. 

Ockley,  vol,  II.  p.  114. 

Sofianj 


the  ARABIANS,  99 

Sofian;  and  Moawiyah  acknowledged  him  Moawiyah, 
to  be  his  own  brother,  fprung  as  well  as  him-  ^Ie§Ym  43* 
Ifelf  from  the  noble  blood  of  the  Coraifchites,  ’ ær*  % 
jand  confequently  capable  of  enjoying  the 
chief  polls  in  the  ftate*. 

Moawiyah’s  relations  were  greatly  dif* 
srgufted  at  and  bitterly  complained  of  this  flep* 

!  [which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  procured  to 
iZiyad  much  greater  honour  and  advantages 
1  ;  than  he  could  otherwife  have  expeded,  had 
^brought  on  an  enquiry  highly  difad vantagious 
to  the  charader  of  old  Abu-Sofian,  (who 
had  lived  and  died  with  a  good  reputation) 
as  well  as  a  difparagement  on  the  whole 
family. 

Moawiyah  disregarded  the  murmurs  and 
;  (complaints  that  were  uttered  on  this  account, 
hand  thought  only  of  ufefully  employing  the 
;;great  talents  of  Ziyad  for  the  good  of  the 
Iftate  and  the  advancement  of  his  own  in- 
tereft. 

He  immediately  appointed  Ziyad  to  be  Hegyta  44 . 
governor  of  Baforah,  whither  it  was  necef-  ch-  ær-  664* 
(ary  to  fend  without  delay  fome  perfon  of  ^iyad  is  mad* 
j  refolution  and  ability,  who,  by  a  due  exer-  §aforab* 
don  of  his  authority,  might  put  a  flop  to 
the  diforders  that  had  long  reigned  there. 


*  It  was  obferved  by  Abulpheda,  that  tbis  was  the  firft  time 
\  the  Koran  was  openly  violated  in  a  judicial  way  of  proceed* 
1  ing  ;  for  the  child  belonged  to  his  legal  father,  the  Greek 
:-(lave  that  married  his  mother:  And  Mahomet  has  left  it  as 
m  decifion  infuch  cafes,  “  The  child  to  the  blankets,  and  the 
j: whore  to  the  done  meaning,  that  the  child  diould  be 
brought  up,  and  the  whore  Honed. 

H  z  Abdollah- 
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Moawiyah.  Abdallah-ebn-Amer  had  been  lately  removed 

Kegyra  44.  from  the  government  of  that  city,  becaufe 
n.^r.  6^4.  tjiroUgjx  too  great  a  mildnefs  and  gentlenefs 
of  difpofition,  he  had  fuffered  the  country 
to  be  quite  over-run  with  thieves  and  mur¬ 
derers.  The  Caliph  fent  in  his  room  Ha¬ 
re  th,  who  made  fome  attempts  to  remedy 
the  evils  caufed  by  Abdallah's  lenity  ;  but 
they  had  taken  fo  deep  root,  that  he  could 
not  poffibly  pluck  them  up.  At  laft  Ziyad 
was  fent,  as  the  mod  likely  man  to  draw  the 
fword,and  chaftile  their  infolence  with  exem¬ 
plary  punifhments. 

He  difperfes  When  he  arrived  at  Baforah,  things  were 

that  it  was  not  fafe  to 
ecially  in  the  night-time, 
tumult  and  bloodfhed. 
He  therefore  called  a  general  affembly  of 
the  people,  and  in  a  fevere  fpeech  *  gave 
them  to  underftand,  that  he  was  provided 
of  the  proper  remedies  to  put  an  end  to  the 
infolent  crimes  which  were  continually  com¬ 
mitted  there;  but  before  he  adminiftred 
them,  he  was  willing  to  inform  thofe  who 
were  guilty,  that  they  would  do  well  to  quit 
the  city  forthwith,  for  he  would  not  fpare 
one  that  fell  into  his  hands. 

*  Ziyad  had  an  excellent  talent  at  fpeaking  in  public, , 
being  reckoned  the  beft  orator  next  to  Ali,  who  had  not  his 
equal.  One  of  the  polite  arabians  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  ne-' 
ver  heard  a  man  fpeak  well,  but  he  wilhed  he  would  have: 
done,  being  in  pain  for  him  led  he  Ihould  flag,  and  in¬ 
jure  himfelf  by  fpeaking  worfe,  Ziyad  only  excepted,  for1 
the  more  he  fpoke,  the  more  he  excelled. 


,  .  r  I  3  in  fuch  a  condition 

that  mreited 

the  city  and  walk  the  ftreets,  efp 
its  neighbour-  which  was  full  of 


He 
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île  next  publifhed  an  order,  forbidding  all  Moawiyah. 
3  perfons,  of  what  quality  foever,  to  appear  in  HeSXra  44- 
I  the  ftreets  or  any  public  place  after  the  hour  CLl'  'l" 
I  of  evening-prayer,  on  pain  of  death  :  and 
I  that  his  orders  might  be  put  in  execution,  he 
appointed  a  ftrong  guard  to  go  the  rounds,  and 
put  to  death  all  they  fhould  find  out  of  their 
houfes  after  that  hour. 

This  order  might  have  been  attended  with 
linconveniencies,  but  as  it  was  abfolutely  ne¬ 
ts  ceftary  that  fo  great  an  evil  fhould  be 
:  remedied,  it  was  rigoroully  put  in  ex¬ 
ecution.  Two  hundred  perfons  were  kil¬ 
led  the  firft  night  ;  and  this  fevere  exam¬ 
ple  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreffion  on  the  in¬ 
habitants,  that  fcarce  any  perfon  ftirred  out 
of  his  houfe  after  the  limited  time  ;  how- 
<ever  five  were  put  to  death  the  fécond  night  ; 
but  the  third  night  pafied  with  great  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  not  a  man  fuffered  the  penalty. 

Thus  peace  and  fafety  was  reftored  to  the 
Jcity,  and  thefts  and  robberies  were  no  longer 
heard  of. 

Moawiyah  was  the  better  pleafed  to  find  Hegyra  4^ 
that  order  was  reftored  in  Baforah,  as  he  was 
(apprehenfive  his  enemies  would  take  advan-  the  diforders 
itage  of  the  tumult  and  confufion  which  pre-  in  Several  pro-, 
i  vailed  there,  to  decry  his  government,  or  llilces* 

:  perhaps  increafe  their  party  by  fending  fome 
"| of  their  adherents  for  that  purpofe  to  the 
city.  The  feverity,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  prudence  of  Ziyad’s  condud  in  quelling 
the  many  diforders  which  he  had  found  in 

H  3  Baforah, 
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Baforah,  induced  the  Caliph  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  him  to  bring  about  the  fame 
advantageous  change  in  Sejeftan  and  Cho- 
rafan,  provinces  of  Perlia,  and  in  Bahrein 
and  Amman,  provinces  of  Arabia.  The 
Caliph  muft  have  entertained  a  very  high 
opinion  of  Ziyad’s  abilities,  when  he  be¬ 
llowed  on  him  fo  many  poils  at  a  time, 
one  of  which  alone  would  have  found  full 
employment  for  the  common  run  of  men. 

Nor  did  the  Caliph  unadvifedly  bellow 
thefe  employments  on  him  5  for  though  it 
might  be  fuppofed  that  he  v^ould  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  a  multiplicity  of  bulinefs, 
yet  he  was  fuperior  to  it  all  :  and  the  more 
they  committed  to  his  care,  the  lighter  was 
to  him  the  burthen  of  his  government.  Hç 
was  neither  favage  or  cruel  in  his  tem¬ 
per,  though  he  executed  llridl  jullice  ;  he  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  maintain  or-? 
der,  peace  and  tranquillity  amonglt  the 
people  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  governed 
in  a  defpotic  manner,  and  would  not  fuffer 
the  lead  flight  of  his  authority,  or  difo- 
bedience  to  his  commands. 

An  example  of  this  appears  from  the 
conduct  of  Hakem-ben-Amer,  a  mufful- 
man  captain.  That  officer  having  been  fent 
by  Ziyad  to  take  a  place  fucceeded  in  the 
enterprize,  killed  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy,  and  brought  off  all  the  riches  of' 
the  inhabitants  ;  of  which  he  immediately 

♦  Called  mount  Alhal, 
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fent  advice  to  the  governor.  And  Ziyad  fent 
him  back  word,  that  the  emperor  of  the 
faithful  had  commanded  that  all  the  gold  and 
filver  coin  belonging  to  the  booty  fhould  be 
laid  apart,  that  it  might  be  put  into  the 
treafury. 

This  order  being  contrary  to  a  decifive 
rule  in  the  *  Koran,  where  it  is  faid  in  ex- 
prefs  terms  that  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  fpoil 
fhould  be  referved  for  the  treafury,  and  the 
reft  be  divided  amongft  the  captors,  Hakem 
did  not  think  fit  to  obey  -f*  ;  but  after  having 
referved  the  fifth  part,  according  to  the  t ext* 
he  diftributed  the  refidue  amongft  his  troops. 
Ziyad  having  been  informed  of  this  ftep, 
fent  a  perfon  to  arreft  Hakem,  and  would 
doubtlefs  have  inflidted  an  exemplary  punifti- 

*  The  eighth  chapter  of  the  Koran  intitled  the  fpoils. 
This  chapter  was  occafioned  by  the  high  difputes  touching 
the  divifion  of  the  fpoils  taken  at  the  battle  of  Bedre* 
between  the  young  men  who  fought,  and  the  old  men  who 
had  itaid  under  the  enfigns,  the  former  infilling  they  were 
entitled  to  the  whole,  and  the  latter  that  they  ought  to  have 
a  lhare  ;  and  to  end.  the  contention  Mahomet  pretended  to 
have  received  orders  from  heaven  to  divide  the  booty 
amongfl  them  equally,  after  taking  out  a  fifth  part  for  the 
treafury.  See  Sale’s  tranflation  of  the  Koran,  chap  *  S.foî.ïjq. 

t  He  fent  Ziyad  word  that  the  authority  of  the  book  of 
God  was  fuperior  to  the  emperor  of  the  faithful’s  letter. 
For  it  is  faid,  that  though  the  heavens  and  the  earth  confpire 
together  againft  a  fervant  of  God  who  puts  his  trud  in  him, 
he  will  find  him  a  fecure  place  of  refuge,  and  a  means  of 
deliverance.  Having  divided  the  fpoil  according  to  the 
text,  he  expefted  no  mercy,  and  faid,  O  God  1  if  I  may  find 
favour  in  thy  fight,  take  me.  His  requeil  was  granted,  and 
he  died  quickly  after.  Ockley’s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol. 
II.  fob  1 19.  120. 
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Moawiyah.  ment  on  him  for  his  difobedience,  had  not 
Hegyra  45.  death  foon  taken  him  away 
1. 0.1.065.  rpQ  flrmnefs  anc]  refolution  of  Ziyad 

the  Caliph  was  therefore  indebted  for  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  his  authority  in  many  cities  of 
the  mulfulman  empire.  He  had  the  fame 
obligation  to  divers  other  commanders  whom 
he  fet  over  other  places  :  but  we  are  unable 
to  give  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  events 
which  muft  have  paffed  during  that  time, 
fince  the  arabian  authors  have  afforded  us  no 
light  in  that  refped:*. 

Hegyra  46.  They  have  been  full  as  fparing  even  in  re- 
Ch.ær.  660.  gar(j  t0  Moawiyah  himfelf;  they  pafs  over 

Moawiyah  feveral  years  of  his  Caliphate,  in  which  they 

rahman,  the  fcarce  mention  him,  and  what  they  fay  is 
fon  of  Kha-  very  little  worth  notice.  For  example,  all 

todeath6  pUt  we  know  ^im  in  the  46th  year  of  the 
Hegyra  is,  that  having  entertained  a  jealoufy 
of  Abdarrahman,  fon  of  the  famous  Kha- 
led,  who  (being  no  ways  inferior  to  his  father 
either  in  point  of  courage  or  condud)  had 


*  This  year  died  Zeid  the  fon  of  Thabet,  one  of  Maho¬ 
met’s  fecretaries  when  he  dictated  the  Koran.  He  wrote 
that  copy  which  was  ufed  by  the  Imans  at  the  command  of 
Othman.  Zeid  was  a  man  of  the  greateft  parts  of  any  of 
the  age.  He  learned  the  Hebrew  language  in  fifteen  days,  fo 
as  to  be  able  to  read  the  books  of  the  Jews.  He  learned  the 
Perlian  of  one  of  Cofroes’s  ambaffadors  in  eighteen  days  :  and 
he  learned  Æthiopick,  Greek,  and  Coptic  of  one  of  Mahomet’s 
haves.  He  was  fifteen  years  old  at  the  battle  of  the  ditch.  He 
was  a  molt  pleafant  and  facetious  man  at  home,  and  the  moil 
referved  abroad.  Once  he  faw  the  people  coming  from  prayers, 
and  he  haffened  to  get  out  of  the  way  like  one  that  did  not  care 
to  be  leen.  He  ufed  to  fay,  he  that  doth  not  reverence  men, 
will  not  reverence  God.  Ockley,  vol.  II.  p.  120. 
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j  gained  the  hearts  of  the  foldiery,  Moawiyah  Moawiyah. 
I  tampered  with  a  chriftian  fervant  of  his,  Hegyra  46- . 

;  under  promife  of  a  great  reward  *,  to  poifonCi1’'  æ*  666s 
1  his  mafter,  who  was  then  in  Syria,  whilft 
i  the  Caliph  was  employed  in  an  expedition 
!  againft  the  Greeks.  The  conditions  were  punc¬ 
tually  performed  on  both  fides  ;  but  the  Have 
;  did  not  long  enjoy  the  reward  of  his  perfR 

idioufnefs.  The  fon  of  Abdarrahman,  who 
was  alfo  called  Khaled,  receiving  information 
of  his  father’s  murder,  went  from  Medina 
into  Syria,  and  killed  the  aflaffin  with  his 
own  hand.  Upon  this  Moawiyah  can  fed 
!  Khaled  to  be  imprifoned,  and  did  not  fet 
him  at  liberty  till  he  had  paid  a  pecuniary  fine 
1  for  the  expiation  of  murder  -j- 

In  a  fhort  time  another  event  happened  at  ziyad  infult- 
Cufah,  which  made  a  great  noife.  Ziyad  ed^y  thein- 
!  being  at  the  mofque  in  that  city,  afcended  ^au£^nts  of 
the  pulpit,  and  made  a  fpeech  to  the  people, 
which  lafted  till  the  hour  of  prayer.  A  Muf- 
I  fulman  named  Hejer  (who  was  the  ftridteft 
i  man  then  living  in  all  things  relating  to 
the  exercife  of  his  religion)  arofe  in  the 
midft  of  the  affembly,  and  cried  out  Salah, 
to  prayers,  and  began  to  chant  them,  even 
whilft  Ziyad  was  fpeaking  :  upon  which 
the  latter  was  forced  to  come  down  and 

*  To  remit  his  tribute,  and  give  him  the  lieutenancy  of 
Hems. 

f  This  is  a  common  practice  in  mahometan  countries, 
paticularly  in  Perfia,  where  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  may- 
take  their  choice,  either  to  have  the  murderer  put  into  their 
hands  to  be  put  to  death,  or  elfe  to  accept  a  pecuniary  fatif- 
fa&ion.  Vide  Sale’s  Koran,  chap.  II.  fol.  21. 
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MoAwiYAH.joJn  with  them,  for  the  whole  Congregation 
r%gyra  aaa  Allowed  Hejer. 

2ST  *  OOO,  r~r  *  i  *  •  /v*  if  i 

Ziyad  at  that  time  palled  by  the  affront, 

the  Caliph  of  ^u£  on  hi§  ieaving  the  mofque  he  forthwith 
it,  and  retires  wrote  a  letter  to  Moawiyah,  in  which  he  ag- 
to  Baforah.  gravated  the  infult,  informed  the  Caliph  that 
Hejer  was  a  man  who  paid  no  regard  either 
to  his  fovereign,  or  thofe  invefted  with  his 
authority  ;  that  if  he  did  not  fpeedily  take 
proper  meafures,  the  party  of  Ali  would 
loon  prevail  in  Cufah,  and  that  Hejer  was 
very  capable  of  exciting  the  people  to  a 
revolt. 

Upon  this  Ziyad  forthwith  retired  to  Ba¬ 
forah,  to  wait  for  the  Caliph’s  anfwer,  and 
left  his  lieutenant  behind  to  manage  public 
affairs  in  the  bed  manner  he  could  during  his 
abfence.  But  he  foon  received  information 
that  Hejer  and  fome  other  inhabitants  of 
Cufah  had  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  deputy, 
and  ufed  to  throw  duff  at  him  when  he  was 
in  his  pulpit. 

Cufah,11™1 5 10  This  information  obliged  Ziyad  to  come 

feizethere-  back  to  Cufah  ;  he  had  received  the  Caliph’s 
bels,  orders  to  imprifon  Hejer  and  his  adherents, 

and  calling  an  affembly  of  the  people,  he 
mounted  the  pulpit,  and  made  them  a  very 
fevere  fpeech.  He  told  them,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  too  long  winked  at  their  inlb- 
lent  and  difobedient  behaviour  ;  and  as  they 
were  daily  trampling  upon  the  Caliph’s  au¬ 
thority,  by  fetting  at  nought  and  infulting  his 
lieutenants,  it  was  high  time  to  infliét  an  ex¬ 
emplary 
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emplary  punifhment  on  the  guilty,  and  thatMoAWIYAH 
he  had  received  orders  from  the  emperor  of 
the  faithful  to  lee  the  lame  executed. 

Hejer,  who  was  a  zealous  friend  to  the 
Alians,  was  fo  enraged  to  hear  Ziyad  fre¬ 
quently  give  to  Moawiyah  the  title  of  em¬ 
peror  of  the  faithful,  that  at  laft  he  cried  oat 
aloud  in  the  affembly, <c  God  curie  thee,  thou 
lieft’h  and  at  the  fame  time  he  took  up  an 
handful  of  duft,  and  threw  it  in  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  face. 

Ziyad  with  great  prefence  of  mind  con¬ 
tained  his  refentment;  he  cooly  came  down, 
went  to  prayers  amongft  the  people,  and 
quietly  retired  to  the  caftle.  The  next  day 
he  fent  a  party  to  take  and  bring  Hejer  before 
him,  but  he,  fearing  what  would  happen, 
had  called  his  friends  about  him  and  flood  on 
his  defence,  and  a  fmart  fkirmifh  enfued 
between  them  and  Ziyad’s  foldiers  ;  however 
they  (who  fought  only  with  flicks  and 
{tones )  could  not  long  hold  out  againft  well- 
armed  men  ;  and  feveral  of  the  rebels  having 
been  put  to  the  fword,  the  reft  were  intimi¬ 
dated,  and  Hejer  with  thirteen  of  his  friends 
were  taken,  and  being  chained  hands  and 
feet,  were  fent  to  Moawiyah  to  be  punifhed 
for  having  fpoken  reproachfully  of  the  Caliph, 
affronted  his  Emir,  (Ziyad)  and  affirmed 
that  the  government  belonged  of  right  to 
none  but  the  family  of  Ali. 

The  Caliph  called  a  council  to  deliberate  Punilhment 
on  this  affair,  and  opinions  were  divided. of  therebels. 

All 
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Moawiyah.  All  agreed  that  Hejer  was  guilty,  but  they 
Hegyra  46  differed  as  to  the  manner  of  punifhing  him. 
ær‘  ’  Some  were  for  putting  him  to  death  ;  others 
were  for  banifhing  him  and  his  adherents, 
and  difperfing  them  through  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces  of  his  extenfive  dominions.  The  for¬ 
mer  opinion  prevailed,  through  the  preffing 
inftances  of  Ziyad,  who  in  a  letter  he  wrote 
to  Moawiyah  told  him,  that  if  he  had  any 
thoughts  of  preferving  his  authority  in  Irak, 
or  of  keeping  that  province,  he  muff  by  no 
means  think  of  ufing  clemency  on  fo  impor¬ 
tant  an  occafion.  He  caufed  his  letter  to  be 
backed  by  fome  of  his  friends  at  the  Caliph’s 
court,  and  the  fentence  of  death  was  pro¬ 
nounced.  The  criminal’s  head  was  cut  off 
and  feveral  of  his  adherents  were  executed  at 
the  fame  time  :  about  fix  of  them  obtained 
their  pardon  on  the  follicitation  of  fome  of 
the  chief  men  of  the  court,  whom  the  Ca¬ 
liph  could  not  deny  «f*. 

-  It 

*  When  Hejer  came  near  the  place  of  execution  he  beg¬ 
ged  time  to  walh  himfelf,  which  he  always  punClually  per¬ 
formed  ;  after  which  he  faid  two  Ihort  prayers,  and  rifing  up, 
faid,  had  I  been  afraid  of  death,  I  could  have  made  them 
longer  ;  but  when  he  faw  his  grave  ready  digged,  his  wind¬ 
ing  fheet  fpread  out,  and  the  executioner's  fword  drawn,  he 
was  obferved  to  tremble.  And  being  asked,  if  he  had  not 
faid  that  he  was  not  afraid,  he  anfwered,  how  is  it  polhble 
to  be  unmoved  at  fuch  a  profpedl  ?  The  executioner  bid  him 
ftretch  out  his  neck  lirait;  he  anfwered,  he  would  not  be 
affiliant  to  his  own  death.  Then  his  head  was  immediately 
ilruck  off,  his  body  was  walhed,  and  he  was  buried  in  his 
chains,  according  to  his  own  directions. 

Ockley,  vol.  II.  fol.  1 26,  1 27. 

*f  A’fefha  fent  a  meffenger  to  intercede  for  Hejer  and  the 
other  criminals,  but  he  arrived  too  late.  When  Moawiyah 

afterwards 
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It  feems  according  to  arabian  authors,  that  Moawiyah. 

nothing  paffed  in  the  46th  and  47th  years  of  chëær.  1 66. 
the  Hegyra  more  remarkable  than  the  pu- 
mfhment  of  Hejer,  and  the  poifoning  the 
fon  of  Khaled  ;  for  during  all  that  time,  and 
even  for  great  part  of  the  year  48,  they  re-  H  a  g> 
late  nothing  worthy  obfervation,  either  in  Ch.  ær.  668. 
refpedt  to  the  general  hiftory  of  the  Arabians, 
or  to  the  Caliph  in  particular. 

They  had  however  furely  ample  materials  The  Muffui- 
to  have  worked  upon,  in  giving  an  account  of  ™en  befl<fge 

,  .  A  1  •  1  a  /r  •  1  1  r  Conitantino- 

the  preparations  which  Moawiyah  made  for  pie  -m  vaino 
the  fiege  of  Conflantinople,  to  which  city 
he  fent  a  numerous  fleet  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  48.  One  would  think  that  an  ar¬ 
mament  of  fuch  a  kind  would  have  been 
much  more  worthy  the  attention  and  in¬ 
quiries  of  hiftorians,  than  a  number  of  infig- 
nificant  things  with  which  they  have  filled 
their  works. 

We  therefore  only  know  in  general,  that 
Moawiyah,  who  had  formed  a  defign  of 
raiding  a  fleet  even  whilft  he  was  only  go¬ 
vernor  of  Syria,  had  vigoroufly  endeavoured 
to  carry  that  defign  into  execution,  fo  foon 
as  he  attained  the  Caliphate.  When  he 
thought  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  keeping 
the  fea,  he  equipped  a  fleet,  which  he  fent 

afterwards  vifited  A'iefha  at  Medina,  fhe  faid  to  him  from 
behind  the  curtain,  what  was  become  of  your  compaffion 
when  you  killed  Hejer  and  his  companions  ?  I  lofe  that, 
mother,  faid  he,  when  I  am  abfent  from  fuch  perfons  as  you. 

to 
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Death  of 
Abu  J'iub. 


Moawiyah.  to  Confiantinople  under  the  command  of  his 
Hegyra  48.  fon  Yezid. 

.  cly.  ^  .  rfhey  laid  fiege  to  the  city,  which  was 
of  long  duration,  and  unfuccefsful  ;  and  thefe 
are  the  only  important  particulars  that  au¬ 
thors  have  thought  fit  to  relate  of  it.  In- 
flea  d  of  giving  us  a  circumflantial  account  of 
fo  important  an  enterprize,  and  which  was 
fo  long  carried  on  as  to  have  produced  many 
great  and  important  adtions  and  events,  they 
have  been  very  particular  in  informing  us* 
that  three  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet, 
notwithfianding  their  great  age,  went  on  that 
hazardous  expedition  ;  that  the  army  fuffered 
extreme  hardfhips  in  their  march,  but  were  en  - 
couraged  by  a  tradition,  no  lefs  than  a  plenary 
indulgence  5  Mahomet  having  faid,  tc  The  fins 
of  the  firft  army  that  takes  the  city  of  Cæfar  * 
are  forgiven.”  That  a  famous  mufliilman  cap¬ 
tain  (one  of  the  companions  and  who  was  pre¬ 
fen  t  with  Mahomet  at  the  battles  of  Bedre 
and  Ohod)  named  Abu  Jiub,  was  killed 
during  the  fiege,  and  buried  near  the  walls  of 
the  place  T* 

The  author  who  gives  the  moft  circum- 
Ci.  æi.  669.  p.antjaj  account;  0f  the  attempt  upon  Con- 

Expedition  of ftantinople,  relates,  that  Yezid  at  the  head 

of  a  ftrong  army  in  a  very  fhort  time  took 


Hegyra  49. 


*  Jerufalem  was  then  called  the  city  of  Cæfar. 
t  A  mofque  has  been  fince  raifed  over  his  tomb,  which 
is  held  in  fuch  veneration  by  the. turks,  that  to  this  very  day 
the  emperors  of  the  Ottoman  family  go  thither  with  great 
ceremony  to  have  their  fwords  girt  on  upon  their  accelhon  to 
the  throne. 


away 
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away  from  the  grecian  emperor,  Armenia  Moawiyah 
and  Natolia.  He  then  palled  the  Hellefpont, 1  Jegyra  49- 
and  laid  fiege  to  Conftantinople,  and  that  the  'æi*  °9’ 
Greeks  took  no  care  to  prevent  his  approaches. 

That  they  contented  themfelves  with  appear¬ 
ing  in  a  pofture  of  defence  upon  the  ram¬ 
parts,  and  quietly  fuftered  the  Arabians  to 
pod  and  cover  themfelves  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  city,  the  circumference  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  which  was  fo  immenfe,  that  the 
muffulman  troops  could  not  compleatly  in¬ 
vert  it.  That  notwithftanding  this  difad  van¬ 
tage,  the  Grecians  in  no  wife  dirturbed  their 
tranquillity;  and  that  the  Saracens  plowed 
and  fowed  the  fields  adjacent  to  the  town  and 
fuburbs,  and  gathered  in  the  harveft  with 
the  fame  facility  they  could  have  done  in  their 
own  country.  And  that  after  having  thus 
parted  two  years,  they  formed  feveral  attacks, 

:  in  which  they  loft  a  great  number  of  men, 
and  finally  raifed  the  fiege. 

During  the  time  of  that  enterprize,  great  Inconftancy 
difturbances  arofe  in  Africa,  the  inhabitants  ofthe  Afri- 
i  whereof  feemed  inclined  to  throw  off  the  canb’ 
muffulman  yoke.  They  had  fubmitted  only 
through  fear,  and  fo  foon  as  they  found  them- 
:  felves  at  liberty,  they  returned  to  their  old 
;  religion;  but  on  thé  appearance  of  the  fa- 
racen  troops  they  again  profeffed  Mufful¬ 
man  ifm. 

Moawiyah  appointed  a  man  named  Okbad,  Okbadcon- 
who  was  a  perfon  of  great  capacity,  to  be  ^rms  thei? in 
governor  of  the  province  of  Africa,  who  at iVlahometlfm- 

la  ft. 
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Moawiyah. 
Hegyra  49. 
Ch.  aer.  669. 


Hegyra  50.  * 
Ch.  err.  670. 

He  builds  the 
city  of  Kair- 
wan. 
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3aft,  but  not  without  trouble,  fixed  the  in- 
confiant  genius  of  that  people.  After  having 
fruitlefly  ufed  all  the  methods  mercy  and 
moderation  could  fuggeft,  he  refolved  to 
make  ufe  of  feverity,  and  thereby  gained  his 
point.  He  caufed  a  regifter  to  be  kept  of 
the  names  of  all  thofe  who  were  the  chief  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  changes  in  religion  which  fo 
frequently  happened  in  that  province,  and 
gave  orders  that  they  fhouid  be  all  put  to  the 
edge  of  the  fword  :  and  he  at  the  fame  time 
ifiued  a  proclamation,  importing,  that  for 
the  future  he  would  adt  with  the  fame  vigour 
againft  ail  fuch  as  fhouid  dare  to  abandon  the 
religion  of  the  prophet. 

The  fears  of  death  made  a  firong  impref- 
fion  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  but 
the  better  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  their 
inconftancy,  and  keep  them  in  awe,  he  caufed 
the  city  of  Kairwan  to  be  built,  which 
city  afterwards  became  the  capital  of  the 
province  of  Africa  (properly  fo  called.)  For 

*  In  the  50th  year  of  the  Hegyra  died  Mogeirah-ebn  Saïd 
governor  of  Cufah.  The  plague  had  raged  there,  on  which  he 
retired,  and  the  peftilence  ceafmg,  he  returned  and  died  of  it. — • 
He  was  an  aftive  man,  and  of  good  parts.  He  loft  an  eye  at 
the  battle  of  Yermouk,  or,  as  fome  fay,  by  looking  at  aneclipfe. 
He  was  accounted  to  be  of  the  wrong  party,  and  a  chief  of 
them.  They  reckon  five  elders  on  Ali’s  fide;  Mahomet, 
Ali,  Fatima,  Haftan,  Hoftein.  Their  oppofites  are,  Abu- 
becre,  Omar,  Moawiyah,  Amru,  and  Mogeirah.  This  year 
alfo  died  Rahya,  one  of  the  earlieft  profeftors  of  Maho- 
metifm.  Mahomet  faid,  that  of  all  men  he  ever  faw,  Rahya 
did  moft  referable  the  angel  Gabriel. 

•j-  It  was  diftanced  from  Carthage  towards  the  north  eaft 
thirty -three  leagues,  and  twelve  from  the  fea. 


this 
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this  purpofe  he  chofe  a  country  very  woody,  Moawiyah. 
and  full  offerpents  and  wild  beafts,  which  chf^r^o 
had  often  done  great  mifchief  :  befides,  the 
woods  had  ferved  as  an  afylum  to  the  rebels 
during  the  time  of  their  revolt  ;  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  been  greatly  retarded  and  per¬ 
plexed  in  his  march,  when  he  purfued  them. 

He  therefore  caufed  all  the  trees  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  be  felled,  and  they  proved  of 
Angular  ufe  to  him  in  building  the  new  city. 

There  he  fixed  his  refidence,  and  it  be¬ 
came  the  center  of  his  jurifdidtion,  and  it  was 
foon  confiderable  on  account  of  its  com» 
i  merce,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
the  reputation  it  gained  when  the  fcien- 
ces  flouriflied  there. 

The  Saracens  alfo  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  place 
of  arms  ;  there  they  depofited  their  riches, 
and  alfo  the  booty  they  took  from  their  ene- 
:  mies.  And  as  it  was  remote  from  the  fea, 
and  bordering  upon  the  defert,  they  were 
fecure  from  the  invafions  of  the  grecian  or 
roman  navies  ;  and  indeed  the  governor  had 
taken  fuch  precaution  in  fortifying  both  the 
coafl:  and  the  avenues  to  the  city,  that  no  dé¬ 
firent  could  have  been  made  there  with  any 
profpedt  of  fuccefs. 

Whiift  Okbad  was  eftablifhing  the  govern-  afksfor 
!  ment  of  Moawiyah  in  Africa,  the  famous  men^o^Ara 
Ziyad  was  employed  in  fubduing  the  Alians  bia. 
in  the  feveral  places  committed  to  his  charge. 

After  having  forced  the  Irakians  to  return 
to  their  duty  and  fubmit  to  the  Caliph,  he 

Vol.  II.  I  wrote 
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Hegyra  50. 
Chr.  aei\  670. 


Jle  dies  in 
going  to  take 
poffeffion  ofit. 


Hegyra  53- 
Çlir.  ær.  672. 
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wrote  a  letter  to  him,  to  afk  for  the  govern-? 
ment  of  Arabia.  The  manner  in  which  he 
exprefled  himfelf  in  his  letter,  plainly  fhews, 
that  Irak  was  fo  well  fecured  that  there  was 
no  reafon  to  fear  any  future  difturbatfces, 
and  that  he  could  with  the  fame  facility  fe- 
cure  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  reft 
of  Arabia.  <c  My  left  hand,  laid  he  to  the 
Caliph,  is  here  employed  in  governing  the 

Seople  of  Irak  :  in  the  mean  time  my  right 
and  remains  idle.  Give  it  Arabia  to  go*? 
vern,  and  it  will  give  you  a  good  account 
of  it.” 

Moawiyah,who  was  fenfibleof  how  much 
importance  it  was  to  him,  to  employ  a  man 
fo  capable  of  doing  him  fervice,  immediately 
granted  his  requeft.  The  news  of  it  being 
foon  fpread  abroad,  was  not  very  pleating  to 
all  that  heard  it.  Amongft  others,  this  no-? 
ruination  greatly  alarmed  the  inhabitants 
of  Medina,  who  were  afraid  of  his  rough 
and  violent  temper,  One  of  them,  named 
Abdollah-ebn-Zobeir,  alluding  to  the  ex¬ 
pressions  made  ufe  of  by  Ziyad  in  his  letter 
to  the  Caliph,  publickly  uttered  this  prayer  : 
“  O  God  !  fatisfy  this  right  hand  which  is 
idle  and  fuperfluous  to  Ziyad  It  is  faid  that; 
foon  after  this  prayer  Ziyad  was  feized  with 
a  peftilential  ulcer  in  one  of  the  fingers  of 
his  right  hand,  and  that  he  died  of  it,  as  he 

*  There  is  in  thefe  words  an  elgant  allufion  to  the  name 
of  Ziyad,  which  fignifies  in,  Arabic,  abundant  and  fuper- 
flupus. 

rvas 
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was  on  the  road  going  to  to  take  polfefiion  Moawiyah* 
of  his  government.  Authors  fix  his  death 
in  the  53d  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  the  6y2d 
of  the  Chriftian  æra. 

The  fame  year  died  the  famous  Gia-  of  Gia" 
balah-ebn-Aihan,  the  laft  king  of  the  tribe  aia 
of  Gaffan,  who  were  arabian  chriftian s.  He 
embraced  Muffulmanifm  in  the  Caliphate  of 
Omar  ;  but  quitted  it  on  account  of  fome 
differences  he  had  with  that  Caliph,  and  re¬ 
mained  amongft  the  Chriftians  till  his  death. 

Moawiyah  was  fenfibly  touched  at  the  lofs  Hegyra  54. 
of  Ziyad  :  He  was  indebted  to  him  for  the  chr,ær*  673* 
eftablifhment  of  his  authority  in  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  mulTulman  empire  5  and  if  any 
malcontents  ftill  remained,  they  dared  not 
fhew  their  heads. 

The  Caliph  finding  himfelf  in  peaceable  He  fixes  the 

poffeflion  of  his  dignity,  fixed  his  refidence  ^ea^Damar- 
at  Damafcus.  He  thought  this  city  was  eus. 
worthy  of  being  chofen  as  the  capital,  as 
it  had  gained  the  admiration  of  all  mankind, 
on  account  of  its  pleafant  lituation,  its  ex¬ 
tent,  the  magnificence  of  its  buildings,  and 
the  mildnefs  and  goodnefs  of  its  climate. 

-  In  order  to  render  the  city  venerable  to  He  propofes 

the  Muftulmen  in  particular,  he  refolved  ^he^Maho11" 
that  the  very  pulpit  from  which  Mahomet  met’s  pulpit, 
had  propagated  Ifiamifm,  fhould  be  brought 
thither.  He  hoped  that  by  creating  fo  pre¬ 
cious  a  relick  of  Màhometifm  in  the  mofque 
of  Damafcus,  and  afeending  it  himfelf,  to 
perform  the  public  fervice,  the  people,  ftruck 

I  2  at 
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Moawiyah. 
Hegyra  54. 
Chr.  ær.  673. 


The  Medini- 
ans  oppofe  it. 


Moawiyah 
gives  the  go¬ 
vernment  of 
Medina  to 
Merwan. 


at  the  fight  of  it,  would  have  a  ftronger  af> 
tachment  to  his  perfon,  and  pay  a  greater 
regard  to  his  dignity, 

hie  therefore  fejnt  to  Medina,  and  com¬ 
manded  that  the  pulpit  of  the  prophet  fhould 
be  forthwith  fent  to  him.  The  Medinians, 
alarmed  at  the  Caliph’s  defign,  entreated 
that  they  would  not  deprive  them  of  a  trea- 
fure  which  was  the  only  thing  they  had  to 
comfort  them,  fince  it  was  determined  their 
city  fhould  be  no  longer  honoured  with  the 
prefence  of  their  fovereign,  as  it  had  been 
ever  fince  the  days  of  the  apoftle  of  God. 

But  their  remonftrances  were  ineffectual, and 
the  order  imported  that  the  pulpit  fhould  be 
brought  away  even  by  force,  if  need  required. 
They  therefore  prepared  to  execute  the  Ca¬ 
liphs  commands  notwithflanding  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  Medinians,  when  there  imme¬ 
diately  happened  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  which 
they  all  looked  on  as  a  prodigy,  and  as  a 
manifeft  indication  of  the  divine  difpleafure, 
for  their  prefuming  to  lay  hands  on  the 
apoftle’ s  pulpit  :  and  the  meffengers  of 
Moawiyah,  terrified  at  an  event,  which  they 
fuperftitioufly  concluded  to  be  a  miracle,  de* 
lifted  from  their  enterprize.  They  therefore 
informed  the  Caliph  of  what  had  happened, 
and  received  orders  to  leave  the  relick  in  the 
place  where  the  prophet  himfelf  had  fet  it. 

In  this  year  Moawiyah  deprived  Saëd  of 
the  government  of  Medina,  and  reftored  it 
to  Merwan-ebn-Hakem,  the  former  pofieffor. 

But 
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But  authors  do  not  fay  what  was  the  caufe  of  Moawiyah- 
this  change.  The  Caliph  alfo  commanded  gyra  ^ „ 
Merwàn  to  demolifh  Saëd’s  houfè,  and  feize  *  ,a*r‘  /5‘ 
all  his  effects  in  Hejaz.  The  new  governor 
:  acquainted  Saëd  with  the  purport  of  his  or-- 
i  ders,  and  told  him  he  could  by  no  means  ' 

;  avoid  putting  them  in  execution  :  He  even 
I  remonftrated  to  Saëd,  that  if  he  had  been  in 
I  his  (Merwàn’s)  place,  he  would  have  done 
:  the  like,  a  governor  being  obliged  to  obey 
;  the  commands  of  his  fovereign. 

He  was  much  furprized  when  Saëd  in¬ 
formed  him  that  he  had  received  orders  from 
:  the  Caliph  at  the  time  he  himfelf  was  go- 
;  vernor,  to  treat  Merwàn  in  like  manner,  but 
in  regard  to  the  friendfhip  that  had  fo  long 
fubfifted  between  them,  he  had  ventured  to 
|  difobey.  In  a  word,  he  produced  the  Caliphs 
i  letter,  and  told  Merwàn  he  had  rather  cho- 
!  fen  to  rifque  the  Caliph’s  difpleafure,  than 
feel  the  pain  he  mud  have  differed  in  ruin- 
:  ing  his  friend.  Merwàn  readily  acknow¬ 
ledged  Saëd’s  fuperior  generofity,  imitated 
him  in  his  conduct,  and  gave  over  all  thoughts 
i  of  executing  the  Caliph’s  order.  They  both 
;  eafily  perceived  that  this  was  an  artful  con¬ 
trivance  of  Moawiyah  to  fet  them  at  variances 
left  their  union  ihould  prove  prejudicial  to 
his  authority*  Merwàn  wrote  to  Moawiyah 
on  this  account,  and  he  being  not  a  little 
afhamed  at  his  own  ungenerous  dealing,  re¬ 
voked  the  unjuft  command,  approved  of 

T  3  their 
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Mo  awi  y  ah.  their  conduct,  and  affured  them  they  might 

Chfær.56473.dePend  on  his  friendfhip. 

The  lame  year  the  Caliph  gave  the  govern- 

Sad!f°gover- ment  °f  the  province  of  Chorafan  to  Obei- 
nor  of  Chora-  doll  ah,  the  fon  of  Ziyad,  who  was  then  but 
fan.  20  *  years  old.  This  extraordinary  favour 

was  beftowed  on  him  for  his  behaviour  when 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  to  pay 
his  duty  to  Moawiyah,  and  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  what  had  palled  in  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces  of  which  Ziyad  had  lately  been  go¬ 
vernor.  That  young  Muflulman  fpoke  with 
fo  much  good  fenfe  and  judgment,  and  gave 
fo  fatisfadtory  an  account  of  the  difpolitions, 
character,  zeal  and  conduit  of  his  father’s 
deputies,  that  the  Caliph,  amazed  to  find  fo 
much  merit  in  fo  young  a  man,  readily 
placed  his  whole  confidence  in  him,  and  fet 
him  over  a  confiderable  province.^ 

He  defeats  the  Moawiyah  had  not  the  leaft  caufe  to  repent 
Iur  s#  the  choice  he  had  made.  Obeidollah  foon 
gained  the  affeitions  of  the  people  committed 
to  his  charge  ;  and  they  boldly  marched  un¬ 
der  his  command,  when  he  had  formed  a 
defign  of  attacking  the  enemies  of  the  ftate. 
He  palled  the  river  Gihon,  otherwife  called 


*  Ockley  fays,  25  years. 

t  This  year  Moawiyah  depofed  Samrah,  who  was  Zi- 
yad’s  deputy  over  Baforah.  When  Samrah  heard  the 
news,  he  faid,  «  God  curfe  Moawiyah  :  If  I  had  ferved 
God  fo  well  as  I  have  ferved  him,  he  would  never  have 
damned  me  to  all  eternity.”  This  much  refembles  the  fpeech 
made  by  Cardinal  Wolfey  when  he  was  feized  by  order 
of  Henry  the  Eighth.  Perhaps  the  Cardinal  was  indebted 
to  this  Arabian  for  the  though. 


the 
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the  Oxus,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  moiin-MoAwiY^H, 
tains  of  Bochàra.  There  he  encountered  the^^5^ 
Turks,  and  giving  them  battle,  he  beat  them, 
and  put  their  forces  fo  totally  to  the  rout, 
that  their  queen,  who  was  in  the  aétion, 
loft  one  of  her  bufkins  in  the  flight,  which 
made  the  fortune  of  him  that  found  it  ;  for 
it  was  fo  richly  ornamented,  that  it  was 
valued  at  two  thoufand  pieces  of  gold. 

Obeidallah  was  preparing  to  pufh  his  con-Hegyrajtf* 
quefts  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  when  he Chr* ær-  674* 
was  recalled  by  the  Caliph,  who  had  taken  Obeidollah  is 
a  refolution  of  fending  him  to  Baforah 
replace  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Amru,  whom  ment,  andthê 
he  was  forced  to  deprive  of  that  government, reafon  wh7* 
on  account  of  a  Commotion  which  happened 
in  that  city.  One  day  as  Abdallah  was 
preaching  in  the  mofque,  a  leading  man  of 
one  of  the  tribes  of  the  Arabians  threw  duft 
at  him.  The  governor,  enraged  at  fo  grofs 
an  infult,  caufed  the  Muflfulman  who  had 
offended  to  be  forthwith  feized,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  Ziyad’s  example  on  a  like  occaflon, 
he  ordered  his  hand  to  be  cut  off,  which  was 
executed  on  the  fpot. 

Some  of  the  leading  men  in  Baforah,  and 
in  particular  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes,  who 
were  the  governor’s  enemies,  went  to  Moa- 
wiyah,  and  loudly  complained  of  Abdallah’s 
cruelty,  who  had  fo  bafely  treated  one  of 
the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  city,  without  any 
proof  of  the  infult  he  pretended  to  have  re- 
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ceîved  And  they  entreated  the  Caliph 
to  execute  the  law  of  retaliation  upon  the 
governor. 

The  Caliph,  amazed  at  the  warmth  and 
eagernefs  with  which  the  Baforians  profe- 
cuted  Abdallah,  drove  to  appeafe  them  by 
promifing  to  punifh  him  ;  he  gave  them  to 
underftand  they  could  have  no  retaliation 
againft  his  deputy,  but  he  would  fine  him. 
It  foon  appeared  that  this  judgment  was  gi¬ 
ven  only  to  pleafe  the  Baforians  $  for  Moa- 
wiyah  privately  gave  order  that  Abdallah 
fhould  pay  no  part  of  the  fine,  and  it  was 
aftually  iflued  from  the  public  treafury. 

The  heat  with  which  this  affair  was 
carried  on,  plainly  convinced  Moawiyah  to 
how  great  a  degree  the  Baforians  were  dif- 
gufled  with  their  governor.  He  forefaw  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  continue  him  in  his 
poll:,  without  expofing  him  to  frefh  infults. 
He  refolved  therefore  to  recall  him,  and  fub- 
ftituted  in  his  room  Obeidollah,  the  fon  of 
Ziyad,  who  left  Chorafan  to  the  care  of  one 
Aflam,  a  worthlefs  man,  and  very  unfit  for 
an  employment  of  fo  much  importance.  He 
was  foon  difmiffed,  and  Moawiyah  appoint¬ 
ed  Saëd,  the  Caliph  Othman’s  grandfon,  lieu- 

*  Upon  being  applied  to  by  the  chief  of  the  tribe,  they 
told  him  Moawiyah  would  deal  by  him  and  his,  as  he  had 
dealt  with Hejer and  his  companions;  wherefore,  added  they, 
give  it  under  your  hand  that  you  did  the  aftion  indifcreetly, 
which  he  foolifhly  complied  with,  in  hopes  of  pa'cifying 
them  ;  and  the  mefiengers  produced  it  to  Moawiyah  in 
fupport  of  their  charge  againlt  him. 
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tenant  in  his  dead.  In  displace  he  gained Moawiyah» 
as  great  a  reputation  asObeidollah  had  already  J*egyra  55* 
acquired  there,  by  adding  new  provinces  to 
thofe  of  which  the  Muffulmen  were  already 
in  pofleffion 

Hitherto  the  government  had  been  elec-Hegyra  56. 
tive,  but  the  great  fuccefs  which  had  attended  Moa^iy ah7 
Moawiyah  in  all  his  undertakings,  from  the  procures  his 
time  of  his  elevation  to  the  Caliphate,  had  fon  t0,  be  *c~ 

•  r  .  1  r  r  i  •  i  knowledged 

mipired  him  with  a  deiign  or  rendering  that  rUCCeffor, 
dignity  hereditary  in  his  family.  He  had  been 
long  ruminating  on  this  project,  and  at  laft 
refolved  to  put  it  in  execution,  and  to  oblige 
.the  people  to  declare  his  fon  Yezid  his  heir 
and  fucceffor.  For  this  purpofe  he  wrote 
circular  letters  to  all  the  provinces  ;  the  Sy¬ 
rians  and  Irakians  came  in  to  the  Caliph’s 
defign,  and  Yezid  was  proclaimed  by  them 
without  the  lead  oppofition. 

But  it  was  not  fo  at  Medina.  Malek,  who 
was  then  governor  of  that  city,  having  at¬ 
tempted  to  caufe  Yezid  to  be  proclaimed 
there,  as  prefumptive  heir  to  the  Caliphate, 
was  drongly  oppofed  by  the  major  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  headed  by  Hof- 
fein  the  fon  of  Ali,  Abdallah-ebn-Amer,  Ab- 
darrahman,  the  fon  of  Abubecre,  and  bro¬ 
ther  of  A'iefha,  and  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zo- 
beir  ;  who  unanimoudy  declared  they  would 

*  Saëd  paffed  the  river  Gihon,  formerly  Oxus,  went 
to  Samarcand  (afterwards  the  capital  of  the  great  Tamer¬ 
lane)  and  Sogd.  Having  there  routed  the  idolaters,  he  went 
to  Tarmud,  which  furrendered  to  him, 


never 
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Moawiyah.  never  fuffer  a  dignity  to  bé  rendered  heredi* 
Iiegyra  56.  taiy5  which  hadlbeen  always  eledtive  amongft 
r*  ær*  75* theMuflblmen.  They  reprefentedto  him  that 
the  crown  ought  to  be  given  by  the  votes  of 
the  people  alone  ;  and  that  it  ought  always 
to  be  conferred  on  the  moil  worthy,  agreeable 
to  the  intention  of  the  prophet  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  who  had  never  appointed,  or  fo  much 
as  named  a  perfon  to  reign  after  them. 

The  Caliph  having  been  foon  informed 
of  what  paffed  at  Medina,  in  hopes  of  encou¬ 
raging  the  matter  by  his  prefence,  went 
thither  in  perfon,  attended  by  a  thoufand 
horfe,  and  had  a  long  conference  with 
Aïefha  on  that  fubjedt.  We  are  not  told 
the  particulars  of  what  paffed  there  ;  but  the 
refult  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Hejaz  pub- 
lickly  acknowledged  Yezid  as  heir  to  the 
Caliphate. 

Moawiyah  having  thus  fucceeded  in  draw¬ 
ing  off  the  people  from  their  chiefs  of  the 
oppofite  fadtion,  attempted  to  bring  over  the 
heads  themfelves.  He  afcended  the  pulpit 
in  the  mofque,  and  having  read  the  prayers, 
he  made  a  very  pathetic  fpeech,  to  convince 
them  how  neceffary  it  was,  for  the  fake  of 
the  public  tranquillity,  that  fuch  as  had  op-, 
pofed  Yezid’s  eledtion,  fhould  comply 
with  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  had  fub- 
mitted  to  it.  He  employed  his  utmoft  ef¬ 
forts  to  make  them  unanimous,  but  all  in 
vain  ;  for,  fpight  of  all  his  remonftrances 
and  threats,  the  adherents  flood  their  ground, 
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and  fhewed  by  their  refolute  anfwers  thatMoAWIYAH- 
they  defpifed  his  menaces.  JJegyrasj. 

/ill  ri  A  T  *  1  1  1  CM.  **•  676* 

Though  Moawiyah  was  vehemently  en¬ 
raged,  and  had  a  force  at  hand,  he  dared 
not  offer  any  violence  to  the  opponents  ; 
they  were  very  confiderable  amongft  the 
people,  and  even  amongft  thofe  of  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion  >  fo  that  the  Caliph  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  make  ufe  of  compulfion. 

After  this,  Moawiyah  gave  his  advice  to^^^km- 
Yezid  touching  his  conduft  when  he  fhould0fthecharax;- 
be  placed  on  the  throne,  and  told  him  what  ters  of  the 
he  had  to  fear  from  the  chiefs  of  the  oppo- chief  of.  the 
fite  faction.  “  Holfein,  faid  he,  has  a  ftrong0pi°nens’ 
party,  confifting  of  his  own  family,  and 
many  amongft  the  Irakians  ;  they  will  con¬ 
tinually  urge  him  to  make  war  againft  you, 
and  perhaps  he  will  comply  ;  but  it  wTill  be 
rather  from  notions  of  honour,  than  through 
ambition  ;  Therefore  if  by  the  fortune  of 
war  he  comes  under  your  power,  remem¬ 
ber  he  is  your  relation  ;  confider  he  is  a 
perfon  of  fingular  merit,  and  fet  him  at  li¬ 
berty  without  the  leaft  hefitation.  As  to 
Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Amer,  I  think  you  have 
little  to  fear  from  him;  he  is  too  much  given 
up  to  devotion  to  think  of  engaging  in  plots 
and  confpiracies.  With  regard  to  Abdar- 
rahman,  I  think,  (but  for  a  contrary  reafon) 
he  will  not  prove  a  more  formidable  enemy  : 

He  is  fo  guided  by  the  opinion  of  others, 
arid  fo  totally  addicted  to  women  and  play, 
that  it  is  very  improbable  he  Jhould  enter 

into 
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MoAwiYAH.into  any  cabal.  But  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir 
^egyra  57-  is  the  man  you  ought  moil  to  fear  :  he  is  of 

Chr.  ær.  676.  .  J.  .  1  1  r 

an  enterprizmg  genius,  and  capable  or  any 
undertaking  ;  he  will  attack  you  with  the 
ftrength  of  the  lion,  and  the  fubtilty  of  the 
fox  :  death  alone  can  free  you  from  fuch 
an  enemy  :  therefore  if  ever  he  falls  into  your 
hands,  cut  him  in  pieces.” 

Moawiyah  was  highly  pleafed  that  he  had 
carried  his  grand  point,  and  that  an  innova¬ 
tion  of  fo  great  importance  as  the  appoint¬ 
ing  a  fucceffor  to  the  crown  in  his  life-time, 
had  caufed  no  greater  difturbances  than  thofe 
already  mentioned.  He  thought  his  fon  was 
’  fit  to  reign,  but  the  opinion  he  entertained 
of  his  merit  was  without  foundation.  View¬ 
ing  him  with  a  father’s  eye,  he  fpyed  in  him 
a  thoufand  perfections  ;  but  paternal  love 
made  him  blind  to  all  his  faults. 

Whatretarded  Yezid  was  a  profligate  young  man,  wholly 
siven  UP  to  Sporting,  gaming  and  drinking, 
ing  his  fon  to  The  famous  Ziyad  knew  him  well;  and 
a<7kn.ow"  having  been  confulted  by  Moawiyah  at  the 
cdlor*  15  ^  time  that  Caliph  was  revolving  in  his  mind 
the  defign  of  tranfmitting  the  crown  to  his 
fon,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  divert  his  fove- 
reign  from  executing  the  projeCt.  Ziyad 
only  objected  how  dangerous  it  would  be  to 
alter  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  ftate. 
As  to  Yezid’s  fitnefs  and  merit,  he  was  cau¬ 
tious  of  being  too  explicit  to  a  father  ;  how¬ 
ever  it  appeared  from  what  he  faid,  that  he 
did  not  think  Yezid  would  anfwer  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s 
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liph's  expectations,  or  that  the  choice  would  Moawiyah. 
do  honour  either  to  the  throne  or  the  nation.  5J* 

Lhr.  ær,  676, 

ftrances,  and  for  fome  years  laid  his  project 
afide  :  but  upon  Ziyad’s  death,  who  was  the 
only  man  that  had  taken  the  liberty  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  him  touching  his  foil's  difpofition  and 
qualifications,  he  refumed  the  defign  ;  how¬ 
ever  two  years  palled  after  his  return  to  Da- 
mafcus,  before  he  buffered  him  to  perform 
the  functions  of  the  Caliphate. 

In  this  interval  hiftorians  make  little  men- Hegyn^s. 

tion  of  the  Arabian  empire;  they  only  re-  Death  o/ai- 
late  the  death  of  the  famous  Aïelha,  whoefha  and  Ab¬ 
ended  her  days  at  Medina,  and  who  during danallman* 
her  life  time  had  been  treated  with  the  utmoft 
refpect  by  the  Muffulmen  The  fame  year 
alfo  died  her  brother  Abdarrahman,  who 
was  one  of  the  four  that  oppofed  Yezid’s  in¬ 
auguration. 

The  next  year  died  Abu-Hureirah,  who  Death  of  Abu- 
had  been  one  of  Mahomet’s  chief  confidants. Hureirah* 
The  true  name  or  pedigree  of  that  Mufful-  Hegyra  59. 
man  is  not  known,  that  which  is  above  men-Chr' ær* 
tioned  being  a  nick-name,  fignifying  father  of 
the  cat,  which  was  given  him  by  Mahomet, 
on  account  of  his  fondnefs  for  one  of  thofe 
animals,  which  he  always  carried  about  with 
him, 

*  We  mull  except  the  time  when  (he  expofed  herfelf  in 
the  expedition  againft  Ali,  as  before  related.  At  other  times 
fhe  was  called  prophetefs  ;  and  when  any  perfon  fpoke  to 
her,  it  was  generally,  by  the  title  of  Mother  of  the  Faithful. 

The 
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Moawiyah.  The  6oth  year  of  theHegyra  was  remark- 

Hegyra  60.  ak]e  £or  ^  inauguration  of  Yezid.  He 
79‘was  publicly  acknowledged  as  his  father’s 
of colleague,  and  took  his  feat  as  prefumptive 

the  înâup'u-  o  ^ 

ration  of  Ye- heir  to  the  Caliphate.  The  ceremony  was 

*ic**  performed  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity, 

and  the  young  prince  received  the  compli¬ 
ments  and  allegiance  of  all  the  provinces  of 
the  empire  from  their  refpeCtive  ambafla- 
dors. 

Blind  fondnefs  Amongft  the  reft  came  Al-Ahnaph,  a  vene- 

for  Yezid iyah rable  old  man,  Yezid’s  uncle.  He  abode 
fome  time  at  the  Caliph’s  court,  and  the  fond 
father  being  defirous  that  all  the  world  fhould 
join  with  him  in  entertaining  a  good  opinion 
of  his  fon’s  capacity,  defired  Al-Ahnaph  to 
difcourfe  him  ;  and  to  give  him  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trying  his  parts,  he  left  them  fome 
time  alone,  with  an  injunction  to  tell  him 
fincerely  what  he  thought  of  Yezid. 

This  was  a  very  troublefome  talk  to  Al- 
Ahnaph  ;  he  was  not  at  all  pleafed  with  his 
nephew’s  capacity  and  character,  and  was  con-* 
fequently  very  unwilling  plainly  to  fpeak  his 
fentiments  to  his  brother.  He  avoided  it  as  long 
as  he  could,  but  when  he  was  on  the  point 
of  leaving  Damafcus,  Moawiyah  reminded 
him  of  the  injunction.  The  old  man  gravely 
and  honeftly  anfwered:  “  If  we  lye,  we  are 
afraid  of  God  5  and  if  we  fpeak  truth,  we  are 
afraid  of  you  :  you  know  beft  both  his  night 
and  his  day  ;  his  infidé  and  his  ouçlide,  his, 
coming  in  and  his  going  out  :  it  is  our  buft? 

nefs 
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nefs  to  hear  and  obey  :  yours  to  give  lfcneuoMoAWIYAH* 

to  the  people  .  ,  Or.a  679. 

This  was  enough  to  have  opened  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  eyes,  as  to  the  fuppofed  merit  of  his 
fon ,  but  that  able  clear-lighted  man,  fo  fa¬ 
mous  among  his  countrymen  for  his  great  dis¬ 
cernment,  blinded  by  paternal  fondnefs, enter¬ 
tained  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  him, which 
could  by  no  means  be  eradicated.  Though 
otherwife  a  prudent  man,  he  could  not  help 
frequently  commending  his  fon  for  his  ma- 
jeftic  look,  and  expreffing  in  converfation 
the  great  opinion  he  had  of  his  abilities  for 
governing  a  potent  empire.  But  unhappily 
for  him,  as  well  as  for  the  nation,  he  was 
the  only  perfon  of  that  opinion. 

It  is  related  that  in  one  of  his  harangues 
to  the  people  (  after  the  public  prayers  )  he 
thus  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Deity  :  tc  O 
God  !  Jf  thou  kndweft  that  I  have  fettled  the 
government  upon  my  fon,  becaufe  according 
to  the  beft  of  my  judgment  I  think  him 
qualified  for  it,  confirm  it  to  him.  But  if 
I  have  dope  it  out  of  affedion,  confirm  it 
!  not.  ” 

Moawiyah  began  at  that  time  infenfibly  to 
decline  ;  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and  the 
fatigues  of  war,  and  thofe  he  had  otherwife 
fuftained  in  order  to  gratify  his  ambition, 
had  greatly  weakened  his  conftitution.  The 
laft  fpeech  he  made  in  public,  was  to  this 
effed  :  “  I  am  like  the  com  that  is  to  be 
reaped.  I  have  governed  you  a  long 
/  time. 
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time,  till  we  are  weary  of  each  other  ;  both 
willing  to  part.  I  am  fuperior  to  all  thofe 
that  fhall  come  after  me,  as  my  predecef- 
fors  were  fuperior  to  me.  Whofoever  loves 
to  meet  God,  God  loves  to  meet  him.  O 
God  !  I  love  to  meet  thee,  do  thou  love  to 
meet  me  !  ” 

Shortly  after  this  he  was  feized  with  a 
fainting  fit,  and  was  fenfible  his  end  was 
approaching.  His  fon  being  then  abfent,  he 
called  to  him  the  captain  of  his  guards,  and 
another  of  his  chief  officers,  and  faid  to 
them  :  Remember  me  to  Yezid,  and  tell 
him  this  from  me  :  <c  Look  upon  the  Ara¬ 
bians  as  your  flock  and  foundation,  and 
when  they  fend  any  ambaffadors  to  you, 
treat  them  with  courtefy  and  refpeft.  Take 
care  of  the  Syrians,  they  are  firmly  in  your 
interefl,  to  them  you  are  indebted  for  the 
inheritance  I  leave  you,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  them  whenever  you  are  attacked  by 
your  enemies  :  but  if  you  have  occafion  to 
employ  them  out  of  their  own  country,  fend 
them  home  again  fo  foon  as  they  have  done 
their  bufinefs,  for  they  become  worfe  by 
flaying  long  abroad.  Should  the  Irakians 
demand  a  new  governor  every  day,  oblige 
them,  for  you  had  better  in  fuch  cafe  part 
with  your  dearefl  friend,  than  have  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  fwords  drawn  againfl  you.  If 
Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zobeir  attacks  you,  op- 
pofe  him  ;  if  he  oilers  you  peace,  accept  it, 

and 
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and  be  as  fparing  as  portable  of  the  blood  ofM( 
your  fubjefts.”  Hegyra  60. 

Moawiyah  died  in  the  twentieth  year  of th' “f  '  f79' 

:  his  reign,  and  about  the  feventy  fifth  year  of 
his  age.  When  he  was  dead,  Dehac  the  fon 
of  Kais  aflembled  the  people  in  the  mofque, 
and  mounting  the  pulpit  with  Moawiyah’s 
winding  fheet,  he  fhewed  it  to  the  people  to 
ifatisfy  them  of  his  death:  he  then  made  an 
encomium  upon  him,  and  faid  the  burial 
i|  prayer  over  him. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Moawiyah,  a  prince  Hischaraûef, 
in  great  repute  amongft  the  MuiTulmen,  on 
;  account  of  the  many  eminent  ports  he  port 
I  feiïèd.  Having  been  fecretary  to  Mahomet, 

:hc  was  appointed  governor  of  Syria,  which 
he  held  four  years  under  the  Caliph  Omar, 
and  in  which  he  was  continued  by  Othman 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  which 
was  about  twelve  years;  and  four  years 
more  he  kept  Syria  in  his  own  hands  by  force, 
during  his  difpute  with  Ali.  So  that  the 
time  of  his  government,  and  of  his  reign, 
was  about  forty  years. 

He  was  of  a  merciful  difpofition,  and 
courageous:  he  was  eafy  of  accefs,  and  all 
fuch  as  had  any  affairs  to  tranfad  with  him, 
could  not  help  commending  his  polite  and 
affable  behaviour.  He  was  of  a  quick  capa¬ 
city,  thoroughly  fldlled  in  the  admlnirtratiora 
of  government,  and  mafter  of  admirable  fa- 
i  gacity  in  difeerning  the  characters  and  merit 
of  men.  In  refped  to  his  foil  indeed,  he 
Vox..  II.  K 
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Moawiyah.  either  did  not,  or  would  not  know  his  true 

Hegyra  6c.  character. 

Authors  fpeak  highly  in  praife  of  the 
noble  generality  of  this  Caliph.  They  tell  us 
that  when  he  received  vifits  from  perfons  of 
high  rank  and  quality,  he  ufually  invited 
them  to  take  any  thing  of  value,  or  curious, 
belonging  to  him,  that  they  had  a  mind  to 
The  ftridt  Muffulmen  were  not  a  little 
offended  at  the  richnefs  of  his  drefs  ;  for  till 
his  time  the  Caliphs  had  worn  only  woollen 
garments.  But  fo  foon  as  he  became  go¬ 
vernor  of  Syria,  he  began  to  make  ufe  of 
filk,  and  ever  afterwards  was  cloathed  in  rich 
and  coftly  array.  He  alfo  lived  in  a  very 
fplendid  manner,  and  made  no  fcruple  of 
conftantly  drinking  wine,  contrary  to  the 
ufage  of  his  predeceffors,  who  had  always 
looked  upon  that  liquor  to  be  abfolutely  pro¬ 
hibited. 

This  great  prince  fet  himfelf  above  all  the 
laws  in  order  to  attain  the  fovereign  dignity  j 
he  gained  it  without  being  indebted  to  an 
election,  or  the  fufrages  of  the  nation  5  by 
the  help  of  Amru  he  took  fuch  prudent 
meafures  that  he  affumed  the  title  of  Caliph 
by  the  foie  affiftance  and  countenance  of  the 
votes  of  the  Syrians,  fpight  of  the  nomina- 


*  He  made  a  prefent  to  A'ielha  of  a  bracelet  worth 
100,000  pieces  of  gold.  He  prefented  Haffan  with  300,000 
pieces.  To  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zobeir  he  gave  100,000. 
To  Holbein  100,000.  The  like  to  Abdollah-ben-Jaafar. 
To  Merwàn  the  fon  of  Hakem,  afterwards  Caliph,  100,000, 
At  another  time  he  prefented  Haffan  with  four  millions. 

tion 
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iction  of  Haffan,  whom  the  Arabians  had^0AwiYAH, 
trailed  to  the  throne.  And  he  fo  managed  his  Hegyra  6°. 
-'rival  as  to  caufe  him  to  abdicate  in  his  favour.  ,scl,°/9‘ 
îilHis  policy,  being  happily  feconded  by  for- 
ritune,  railed  him  to  that  amazing  heighth,  in 
:  which  he  fixed  and  maintained  himfelf,  by 
a  the  help  of  great  fkill  and  talents. 

He  may  have  been  reproached,  as  an 
ilufurper  ;  but  it  mu  ft  at  the  fame  time  be  con- 


■  feffed,  that  he  was  a  great  monarch,  and  at 
leaf:  as  worthy  the  empire  as  any  of  thofe 
;  who  poffeffed  it  before  him.  He  was  fo 
•  fortunate  as  to  extend  the  limits  of  his  do- 
iminions,  and  was  the  firft  who  tranfmitted 
;  the  crown  to  his  pofterity.  To  him  aifo  the 
uSaracens  owed  the  eftablifhment  of  the  ports, 

:  land  the  railing  a  fleet,  ufeful  and  noble  im- 
ijrprovements,  which  fhewed  the  greatnefs  of 
his  capacity,  and  the  extent  of  his  genius. 

This  Caliph  wTas  not  learned,  but  he  had  Mmarion 
a  natural  tarte,  which  fupplied  his  want  of  p^!^/vah  tQ 
fkill  and  knowledge  in  the  arts  and  faiences  ; 
and  that  tarte  induced  him  to  efteem  and 
favour  fuch  as  excelled  therein.  He  had  above 
all  a  Angular  affe&ion  for  poets,  and  gave 
them  proofs  of  it  upon  every  occafion  that 
offered.  Arabian  authors  relate  (amongft 
others)  two  partages,  which  it  may  not  be 
i| improper  to  mention. 

An  arabian  robber  being  once  condemned 
to  have  his  hand  cut  off,  was  brought  before 
Moawiyah,  in  order  that  the  fentence  might 
be  confirmed.  The  criminal  being  in  the 
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Caliph’s  prefence,  and  reflecting  on  his  great 
love  for  poetry,  made  and  repeated  four  verfes 
on  the  fpot,  which  were  very  ingenious  and 
beautiful  ;  and  Moawiyah  was  fo  highly 
pleafed  with  them,  that  he  forthwith  par¬ 
doned  the  Arabian,  and  caufed  him  to  be  fet 
at  liberty. 

J 

This  pardon  raifed  the  greater  admiration, 
as  it  was  the  firft  fentence  pronounced  by  a 
magi  fir  ate  amongft  the  MufTulmen,  that  had 
not  been  put  in  execution  :  for  till  the  time  of 
Moawiyah,  the  Caliphs  had  not  prefumed  to 
fliew  favour  to  thole  whom  the  ordinary 
judges  had  condemned. 

The  great  fond  nefs  which  Moawiyah  had 
for  poetry,  was  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  a  young 
Arabian  in  obtaining  fpeedy  redrefs  for  a  cry¬ 
ing  injury  done  him  by  the  governor  of  Cufah, 
in  forcibly  taking  from  him  his  beauteous  and 
beloved  wife.  The  wretched  husband  came 
to  make  his  complaint  to  the  Caliph,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  prefent  condition  in  fo  moving  an 
elegy,  that  Moawiyah  both  moved  and  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  bold  and  pathetic  expreffions, 
and  lively  fancy  of  the  young  poet,  put  off 
the  determination  of  all  other  bulinefs,  in 
order  to  do  him  fpeedy  juflice.  He  fent  an, 
exprefs  to  the  governor,  and  commanded, 
him  to  re-fign  the  woman  without  delay  : 
and  in  the  mean  time  be  kept  the  husband, 
at  court,  and  treated  him  with  great  marks; 
of  relpeCt. 


The 
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The  governor  returned  a  very  extraordinary  Moawi 
:  anfwer,  which  fhewed  the  excefs  of  his  pal-  Hegrra 
j  lion.  He  informed  the  meflfenger  that  if  theCil,‘u’* 

S  Caliph  would  permit  him  to  retain  her  only 
i  twelve  months,  he  would  confent  to  have 
I  his  head  cut  off  at  the  end  of  that  time  : 
but  the  Caliph  rigidly  infilled  on  her  being 
given  up,  and  flue  was  brought  before  him. 

So  extraordinary  an  event  excited  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  curiofity.  He  was  defirous  of  feeing  a 
woman  whofe  beauty  was  fo  much  talked 
of  :  on  the  fight  of  her  he  found  that  feme 
had  been  far  from  over-rating  her  perfections, 
and  that  her  charms  were  capable  of  infpiring 
each  beholder  with  love.  But  when  (he 
fpoke,  with  her  ufual  politenefs  and  elegance 
of  exprefiion,  he  declared  that  he  who  had 
received  fo  many  embattles,  and  converfed 
with  the  greateft  men  of  his  country,  never 
before  heard  fuch  a  torrent  of  eloquence 
as  flowed  from  the  lips  of  that  charming 
Arabian. 

Moawiyah,  in  a  transport  of  admiration, 
imagined  he  few  one  of  thofe  divine  women 
whom  Mahomet  has  placed  in  his  paradife, 
to  adminifter  to  the  pleafures  of  the  blefïed. 

He  was  never  tired  of  liflening  to  her,  and 
continually  afked  her  new  qu  eft  ions,  that  he 
might  give  her  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking. 

After  a  pretty  long  converfation,  the  Caliph 
afked  her,  (having  purpofely  affumed  a  ferions 
air)  for  which  file  had  the  greateft  affection, 
the  governor  or  her  husband?  the  fair 
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134  The  HISTORY  of 

Moawiyah.  arabian  remaining  feme  time  filent,  Moa- 

Hegyra  60.  wiyah  thought  he  had  put  her  to  a  (land,  and 

Çli.ær.  679.  was  beginning  to  grow  angry,  when  (he, 
with  a  modefty  becoming  her  fex,  anfwered 
him  in  verfe,  full  of  fire  and  fpirit,  in  which 
fhe  (hewed  her  great  love  and  attachment  to 
her  husband,  and  begged  file  might  be  re- 
flared  to  him.  ÉC  What  a  prodigy  of  wit  and 
beauty  you  are  !  cried  the  Caliph  in  amaze  $ 
how  highly  would  my  kingdom  be  honoured, 
if  you  would  be  pleated  to  (hare  my  throne  ! 
but  fince  you  are  refolved  to  return  to  your 
own  country,  I  will  not  prevent  you  :  go 
then,  and  if  you  would  enjoy  your  happy 
husband  without  fear  of  fome  frefii  misfor¬ 
tune,  keep  clofe  to  your  houfe  :  and  if  you 
muft  go  out,  let  a  thick  veil  cover  your  match- 
lefs  charms  from  the  eyes  of  men.” 

The  Caliph  difmifled  the  happy  pair,  to 
each  of  whom  he  gave  the  ftrongeft  proof 
of  his  efteem  and  regard.  He  made  them 
very  rich  prefents  3  and  as  the  young  Arabian 
had  informed  Moawiyah,  that  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  recover  his  wife,  he  had  (battered  his 
fortune,  the  Caliph  made  it  up  to  him  by 
bellowing  on  him  double  the  fum  he  had  ex¬ 
pended  for  that  purpofe.  The  young  poet 
and  his  fair  wife  returned  to  Arabia,  where 
they  (hewed  their  gratitude  to  Moawiyah,  in 
publickly  acknowledging  the  goodnefs  and 
generality  of  that  Caliph,  who  had  bellowed 
on’  them  fo  many  favours* 
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Shortly  after  this  event  Moawiyah  died.MoAW3YA^ 
The  city  of  Damafcus,  which  had  been  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  was  the  place  of  his  ,ær‘ 
fepulchre,  and  there  alfo  were  buried  all  the 
Caliphs  of  the  dynafly  of  the  Ommiyans. 


Y  E  Z  I  D. 


The  SEVENTH  CALIPH. 

YEZID,  the  fon  of  Moawiyah,  was  Yezid. 

in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age  when  heHegrra  60. 
afcended  the  throne.  He  was  forthwith  ac-Cluæu679* 
knowledged  lawful  Caliph  in  all  the  Maho-  ,Âflie  PeoPIe^ 
metan  countries,  except  the  cities  or  Mecca  Medina  re- 
and  Medina,  the  inhabitants  whereof  being  to  ac- 
enraged  at  the  flight  Moawiyah  (hewed  them, 
by  difregarding  their  right  to  votes  in  the 
nomination  of  a  fovereign,  they  refolved  to 
revenge  the  contempt  of  the  father  on  the 
fon,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  to  recover 
their  liberties  and  priviledges. 

They  might  poffibly  have  fucceeded  in  HolTein  md 
their  attempts,  had  it  not  been  for  the  factions 
that  divided  them  as  to  the  Caliphate»  Hof- 
fein  the  fon  of  Ali,  laid  claim  to  it  as  his  Caliphate» 
birth-right.  And  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zobeir 
had  alfo  his  views  and  prétendons  ;  and  they 
were  each  of  them  Supported  bv  a  ftrong 
party,  which  kept  up  their  hopes.  The 
leaft  difturbance  would  have  given  them  an 
opportunity  of  breaking  out  into  an  open 
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revolt;  but  though  Yezid  was  very  indif¬ 
ferently  provided  with  thofe  talents  which  are 
neceflary  for  the  ruling  a  kingdom,  he  be¬ 
haved  fo  prudently  as  to  maintain  the  quiet  of 
the  (fate. 

The  new  Caliph  did  not  remove  one  of 
the  lieutenants  and  officers,  which  his  father 
had  fet  over  the  provinces.  On  the  contrary 
he  wrote  to  them,  and  confirmed  them  in 
their  pods,  informing  them  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  right  he  had  to  the  fovereign  dignity, 
as  being  then  folely  poiTeffed  of  it  by  the  death 
of  Moawiyah. 

Yezid  having  been  informed,  that  he  had 
no  reafon  to  fear  any  oppofition,  fave  only 
from  Hoffein  the  fon  of  Aii,  and  Abdallah 
the  fon  of  Zobeir,  he  particularly  mentioned 
thofe  two  Muffulmen  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to 
Waled  the  fan  of  Otbah,  then  governor  of 
Medina  ;  and  he  commanded  him  to  ufe  his 
utmofl  endeavour  to  make  them  pay  their 
homage  without  delay. 

As  there  appeared  no  fniall  danger  in  ex¬ 
ecuting  fuch  a  com  million  relating  to  perfons 
of  fo  confiderable  credit  and  power,  Waled 
went  to  Me r w an-ebn- Hakem  and  confulted 
him  concerning  the  contents  of  it.  Merwàn 
was  a  perfon  of  note,  whom  Moawiyah  had 
made  ufe  of  on  feveral  cccafions.  We  are 
not  told  why  the  Caliph  ffiewed  fo  little 
gratitude  to  him  ;  but  after  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  Medina,  he  was  difmilTed,  as 
y/e  have  already  observed,  and  Saçd  put  in 

his 
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his  place;  Moawiyah  afterwards  reftored  that  Yezi°* 
government  to  him,  and  again  deprived  him  *%yra6o. 
of  it  in  favour  of  Waled.  *  ær* 

This  new  governor  therefore  went  to  con- 
fult  Merwàn,  who  was  of  opinion  that  they 
fhould  fend  for  Hoflfein  and  Abdallah,  and 
that  they  fhould  not  mention  Moawiyah’s 
death,  till  they  had  inquired  and  difcovered  their 
fentiments  touching  Yezid’s  right  to  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  a  dignity  in  which  he  had  been  in- 
ftalled  by  his  father,  with  the  confent  of  the 
major  part  ot  the  Muffulmen.  He  added, 
that  the  oath  of  allegiance  fhould  be  then 
forthwith  tendered  to  them,  and  if  they  re¬ 
filled  to  take  it,  their  heads  fhould  be  ftruck  off. 

In  conformity  to  this  advice,  Waled  fen t 
a  meffage  to  Hoffein  and  Abdallah,  defiring 
them  to  attend  him.  They  anfwered  the 
meflenger  that  they  would  come.  But  as 
they  probably  had  fome  fufpicion  of  Moa¬ 
wiyah’s  death,  they  fufpedted  what  would 
be  required  of  them,  and  took  their  meafures 
accordingly. 

Hofiein  appeared  the  firfc  at  the  governor’s  They 
houfe.  He  had  taken  the  precaution  to  be  Yezid 
attended  with  a  large  body  of  his  friends, 
whom  he  placed  about  the  door,  with  orders 
to  come  in  if  they  fhould  hear  any  diftur- 
bance.  But  this  precaution  became  unnecef- 
fary  by  the  manner  in  which  he  anfwered 
what  Waled  required  of  him.  The  go¬ 
vernor  having  acquainted  him  with  Moa¬ 
wiyah’s  death,  invited  him  to  own  his  allegi¬ 
ance 
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ance  to  Yezid.  Hoffein  did  not  abfolutely 
refufe  fo  to  do,  but  anfwered,  that  it  was 
not  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  Yezid  that  the 
homage  due  to  him,  particularly  from  a  man 
of  his  diftindion,  fliould  be  paid  in  private  ^ 
for  confidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  mens 
minds,  fuch  homage  might  be  one  day  dis¬ 
puted  :  that  therefore  he  confidered  it  as  an 
ad  of  great  importance,  which  ought  to  be 
performed  in  a  folemn  affembly  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  which  would  render  it  more  authentic. 

Waled,  imagining  that  Hoffein  fpoke  his 
real  fentiments,  declared  himfelf  to  be  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  firmly  believing  he 
meant  to  take  the  oath  in  a  public  affembly, 
he  preffed  him  no  further.  Hoffein  took  his 
leave  of  the  governor  in  order  to  depart 
But  Merwàn,  who  readily  faw  through  this 
pretence*,  faid  to  Waled,  C£  If  Hoffein  does 
not  pay  his  alleigance  before  he  goes  away, 
I  forefee  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  blood 
fihed  between  you  and  him;  let  him  therefore 
take  the  oath  forthwith,  other  wife  ftrike  off 
his  head.’*  Hoffein  having  heard  what  Mer¬ 
wàn  faid,  reproached  him  for  his  fanguinary 
council,  and  leaping  fu ddenly  out  of  the 
room,  went  to  his  own  houfe.  Merwàn, 
finding  he  was  gone,  told  Waled  he  was  in 
the  wrong  to  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity,  and 

*  It  is  related  that  Waled  faw  through  the  excufe  alfo, 
but  that  he  declined  putting  Hofein  to  death,  either  from 
principles  of  religion,  or  love  to  the  family  of  All.  Ockiey,, 
voi.II.  fol.  166. 
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affured  him  that  he  would  never  fee  Hoffein  Ye  zip. 
any  more  ;  and  indeed  he  foon  refolved  to  Segyra:  6o* 
go  to  fome  place  of  fafety. 

Abdallah  the  ion  of  Zobeir  was  then  fent 
for  :  he  delayed  time,  and  amufed  the  go¬ 
vernor  by  doubtful  anfwers  ;  and  having  fpeedi- 
ly  formed  a  refolution,  he  departed  from 
Medina  with  all  his  family,  and  mod  valuable 
effedts. 


He  chofe  Mecca  for  the  place  of  his  They  retire  to 
afylum.  Thither  alfo  Hoffein  went  for  re-  Mecca* 
fuge,  with  all  his  family,  except  Mahomet 
Hanifiah,  the  fon  of  Ali,  who  was  confe- 
quently  brother  of  Hoffein,  but  not  by  the 
fame  mother. 

M  ahomet  Hanifiah,  who  at  parting expreffed 
a  moft  tender  affedtion  and  concern  for 
Hoffein,  advifed  him  not  to  venture  himfelf 
in  any  of  the  provinces,  till  his  friends  were 
gathered  together  in  a  confiderable  body,  and 
then  he  might  trud  himfelf  with  them. 

And  if  he  was  refolved  to  go  into  any  town 
he  fhould  prefer  Mecca,  whence  he  fhould 
immediately  withdraw  into  the  mountains,  if 
he  found  the  lead  appearance  of  any  thing 
to  difguft  him. 

One  would  think  it  mi  dot  have  been  more 
advifable  for  them  to  retire  together,  than 
for  the  one  to  wander  in  the  mountains, 
where  he  would  have  rim  the  hazard  of 
wanting  neceffaries,  and  being  taken  by  his 
enemies  ;  but  arabian  hiftorians  relate  this 


fadt,  without  making  the  lead  mention  of 
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the  motives  (as  indeed  they  have  done  in 
many  other  inftances)  and  therefore  we  rnufl 
be  fatisfied  with  their  relation. 

Hoflein,  having  agreed  on  proper  meafures 
with  his  brother,  tenderly  embraced  him,  and 
took  the  road  to  Mecca,  where  he  arrived 
without  the  leaft  accident.  But  Abdallah 
had  not  fo  quiet  and  uninterrupted  a  journey, 
Amrou  the  fon  of  Saïd,  who  was  then  go¬ 
vernor  of  Mecca,  endeavoured  to  prevent  him 
from  entering  the  city,  for  which  purpole 
he  employed  Amer  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  and 
brother  to  Abdallah,  but  at  the  fame  time  his 
inveterate  enemy,  to  march  out  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  againft  his  own  brother.  Amer 
readily  accepted  the  command,  and  went  to 
meet  Abdollah.  The  latter  boldly  attacked 
Amer,  beat  his  troops,  took  him  prifoner, 
and  entered  triumphant  into  Mecca,  fpight  of 
the  attempts  of  the  governor,  who  dared  not 
to  carry  his  refiftance  any  further,  on  account 
of  the  particular  regard  and  great  veneration 
the  Meccans  (hewed  to  that  Muflulman,  and 
'which  by  the  late  event  was  confiderably 
augmented. 

Though  Abdallah  feemed  to  have  intereft 
fufficient  to  carry  his  point,  yet  the  prefence 
of  Hoflein  in  Mecca  eclipfed  his  glory  :  the 
former  was  loved  and  refpedted,  but  Hoflein 
was  poflefled  of  perfonal  good  qualities,  which 
gained  him  the  general  love  and  efteein  of 
the  people.  Befides,  as  Fatima  his  mother 
was  Mahomet’s  daughter,  and  confequently  he 
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was  the  prophet’s  grandfon,  he  was  held  in  Ye21®: 
the  utmoft  reverence.  679. 

The  governor  of  Mecca,  a  very  able  and 
underftanding  man,  was  much  embaraffed 
by  the  prefence  of  two  fuch  troublefome 
guefts.  But  he  was  luckily  foon  extricated 
from  the  difficulty  by  an  order  he  received 
from  the  Caliph. 

Yezid,  having  been  informed  of  Waled’s  Amrou  is 
remifsnefs  in  refpedt  of  Hoffein  and  Abdallah,  made  g0; 

1  7  vernor  or 

removed  him  from  the  government  of  Me- Medina, 
dina,  and  gave  it  to  Amrou-ebn-Saïd,  who 
was  governor  of  Mecca.  And  Amrou  ac¬ 
cepted  it  with  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  a  reafon  for  departing  from 
a  city,  where  the  authority  he  had  gained,  and 
the  refpedt  that  had  been  paid  him  before 
the  arrival  of  thofe  two  MufTulmen,  was 
afterwards  greatly  diminiffied. 

Now  though  Amrou  was  firmly  in  Yezid’s 
intereft,  yet,  he  was  perfuaded  that  his  ab- 
fence  could  in  no  wife  prejudice  the  Caliph's 
affairs,  for  as  Hoffein  and  Abdallah  had  feve- 
rally  a  flrong  party,  he  was  in  hopes  their 
competition  would  at  moft  occafion  only 
fome  little  divisions  amongft  the  inhabitants, 
that  the  difficulties  of  coming  to  a  refolution 
would  caufe  the  principal  matter  to  remain 
long  undecided,  and  that  the  Caliph  would 
have  time  to  take  proper  meafures  for  efta- 
bliihing  his  authority,  at  the  peril  of  thofe 
who  were  plotting  to  wreft  it  from  him. 
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In  the  mean  timë  the  foppofed  equilibrium 
between  the  two  parties  proved  a  mere 
chimera.  Hoffein  had  in  fad  a  great  fupe- 
riority,  which  was  foon  apparent  from  the 
fieps  which  the  peoplë  of  Irak  took  in  his 
favour.  Upon  Hoffein  all  the  Irakians  had 
founded  their  chief  hopes,  and  had  ever  de- 
tefted  Moawiyah  as  a  tyrant  and  ufurper. 
So  foon  as  they  heard  of  his  death,  they 
made  not  the  leaf!:  doubt  of  fucceeding  in  the 
defign  they  had  formed  of  reftoring  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Ali  to  the  throne. 

The  Cufians  fent  a  deputation,  confifting 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  to  Hoffein  to 
prevail  on  him  to  embark  in  their  defign. 
sc  My  lord,  faid  the  deputies  to  him,  we 
confider  you  as  lawful  heir  to  the  Ca¬ 
liphate.  Moawiyah,  whom  we  deleft,  is 
dead  ;  come  therefore  and  refume  a  throne 
which  is  your  juft  right,  and  which  that 
tyrant  forcibly  deprived  you  of.  We  ac¬ 
knowledge  you  to  be  our  fovereign;  make 
the  people  of  Irak  happy  by  your  prefence  $ 
through  our  mouths  they  pay  you  homage  ; 
they  intreat  you  not  to  abandon  them  5  and  if 
you  come  amongft  them,  you  will  not  only 
meet  with  a  cordial  reception,  but  find  men 
determined  to  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  your  caufe.” 

Hoffein  was  far  from  being  difpleafed  with 
this  ftep,  and  expreffed  his  thanks  to  the  de¬ 
puties  ;  however  he  obferved  to  them,  that 
notwithstanding  the  great  affurances  they 
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gave  him  of  fucceeding  in  the  enterprize,  it  Yezid- 
was  the  part  of  a  prudent  man  to  ufe  due  6°. 
caution  and  circumfpeftion  in  an  affair  of  fo  *  ær* 
great  confequence,  and  attended  with  fo  much 
hazard.  He  promifed  them  that  he  would 
duly  weigh  their  propofal,  and  take  proper 
meafures  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  but  he 
charged  them  to  recommend  it  as  his  advice 
to  the  chief  of  thofe  who  had  efpoufed  his 
intereft,  to  behave  with  great  precaution, 
and  to  keep  the  matter  a  profound  fecret  till 
it  was  ripe  for  execution. 

Hoffein  having  maturely  confidered  this  Hofiein  fends 
important  and  difficult  enterprize,  refoived  to  j^^the  dif. 
fend  his  coufin  Muflim,  a  perfon  he  could  rely  portions  of 
on,  into  Irak  ;  and  he  gave  him  the  neceffary the  PeoPIe* 
inftru&ions  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the 
people.  “  If  you  find  them,”  laid  he,  ce  fo 
unanimous  in  my  intereft,  as  they  have  been 
reprefented,  and  if  they  are  ftrong  enough  to 
make  head  againft  fuch  as  may  appear  to  op- 
pofe  them,  you  may,  without  further  orders, 
boldly  lead  them  forth.” 

Muflim  departed  from  Mecca,  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  faithful  Mahometans,  who 
from  their  knowledge  of  the  country  were 
qualified  to  ferve  him  as  guides,  and  by  the 
correfpondence  they  kept  up  in  thofe  parts 
might  be  ufeful  to  him  in  the  execution  of 
his  orders.  But  he  had  fcarce  reached  the 
borders  of  Irak,  when  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  lofe  them  both  by  maladies,  which  fud- 
denly  put  an  end  to  their  lives. 

So 
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So  unprofperous  a  beginning  cîifcouraged 
Muflim  to  fach  a  degree,  that  he  was  on  the 
point  of  giving  over  the  undertaking.  How¬ 
ever  at  lait  he  recovered  his  courage  and  came 
to  Cufah,  where  he  communicated  his  bu- 
finefs  privately  only  to  fuch  perfons  as  he 
knew  he  could  truft.  And  the  matter  was 
fo  clofely  and  artfully  conducted,  that  they 
reckoned  themfelves  fecure  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand  Irakians,  who  were  ready  to  take  up 
arms* 

Though  this  fecret  was  imparted  to  many 
perfons,  yet  it  was  a  long  time  before  it  was 
difclofed,  fo  that  Noman  the  fon  of  Bafchir, 
who  was  then  governor  of  Cufah,  had  not 
the  leaft  information  of  it  till  the  party  was 
almoft  ready  to  take  the  field.  The  moment 
he  was  apprized  of  the  defign,  he  called  an 
alTembîy  of  the  people  in  the  mofque  ;  and 
afcending  the  pulpit  fword  in  hand,  harangued 
them  to  the  effedl  following  :  “  I  find  the 
fpirit  of  divifion  and  diforder  is  again  gone 
forth  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  the  Irakians  are 
about  to  take  up  arms  in  favour  of  the  Alians. 
I  would  exhort  you  in  particular  to  remain 
quiet  fpedators  of  the  difference.  By  fuch 
a  conduit  you  will  fecure  your  own  happinefs 
and  mine.  But  if  I  find  that  any  amongft 
you  fhall  interfere,  I  fwear  by  the  living  God, 
and  by  this  fword  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  I  will  never  pardon  them  ;  and  I  will 
fooner  lofe  my  life,  than  be  wanting  in  my 
duty  to  the  Caliph  Yezid,” 


This 
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This  harangue,  pronounced  at  a  time  Yezid- 
when  adlion  would  have  been  much  more  pdgyra  do* 
fuitable,  did  not  make  the  defired  impreffion  ær  79 
on  the  hearers.  One  of  the  congregation 
convinced  him  of  it,  by  telling  him  that  this 
was  a  matter  which  required  ftirring,  but  he 
!  talked  like  one  of  the  weak  ones.  He  an- 
fwered,  <c  That  he  had  rather  be  one  of  the 
i  weak  ones  in  obedience  to  God*  than  one  of 
the  ftrong  in  rebelling  againft  him  f  ’  and  faying 
!  thefe  words,  he  came  down  from  the  pulpit. 

Some  Cufians  being  difcontented  at  the 
governor’s  conduft,  immediately  complained 
;  againft  him  to  Yezid.  They  informed  the 
j  Caliph  that  the  defign  formed  by  Hoffein’s 
party  of  making  an  infurredtion  had  been 
long  difcovered,  and  they  accufed  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  not  taking  proper  meafures  on  fo 
i  important  an  occafion. 

The  Caliph,  who  was  highly  difpleafed  at  ObeidoikH 
the  negligence  and  inattention  of  Noman, made  §0* 
forthwith  diifniffed  him,  and  put  in  his  place  Cafl°h  in  the 
Obeidollah,  fon  of  the  famous  Ziyad.  Hé  place  of  No- 
was  already  governor  of  Baforah  ;  but  they man* 
entertained  fo  good  an  opinion  of  his  abilities, 

!  that  they  thought  him  equal  to  the  talk  of 
governing  both  the  places. 

Obeidollah  went  to  Cufah  fo  fooii  as  he 

.  / 

)  received  the  Caliph’s  orders*  And  as  he  had 
taken  care  to  gain  intelligence  of  what  fteps 
the  Alians  were  preparing  to  take,  he  dif¬ 
covered  that  Hoffein  intended  foon  to  make 
his  appearance  in  that  city. 

VoLe  II,  L  Arid 
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And  his  intelligence  proved  true,  for  Muff 
lim,  being  well  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs  of 
his  négociation,  wrote  to  Hoffein  to  fet  out 
immediately,  for  that  nothing  now  was  want¬ 
ing  but  his  prefence. 

Obeidollah,  fufpedting  what  would  happen, 
was  minded  artfully  to  found  the  difpoiitions 
of  the  Cufians  in  the  prefent  jun&ure.  He 
kept  his  defign  profoundly  fecret  till  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  fet  out,  and  privately  caufed  a  report 
to  be  fpread  in  Cufah,  that  Hoffein  would 
arrive  there  fuch  a  day.  On  the  evening  of 
that  day  he  rode  into  the  town,  fo  difguifed 

as  to  make  them  believe  it  was  Hoffein  him- 

\ 

felf,  for  he  wore  a  garment  like  his,  and  a 
black  turban,  fuch  as  the  fon  of  Ali  ufed  to 
wear.  As  he  paffed  along  he  found  a  croud 
of  inhabitants  in  the  way,  whom  he  faluted 
with  great  civility  3  in  a  word,  he  played  his 
part  fo  well,  that  he  was  taken  for  Hoffein, 
and  he  thereby  difcovered  that  the  Alians  had 
a  very  confiderable  party  in  the  place.  He 
received  with  great  feeming  cordiality  greet¬ 
ings  which  were  meant  to  Hoffein,  and  many 
times  heard  himfelf  faluted  by  the  title  of  fon 
of  the  apoftle. 

But  the  Cufians  were  foon  undeceived. 
Obeidollah  went  to  the  caftle,  and  fhortly 
afterwards  arrived  one  hundred  horfe  whom, 
he  had  chofen  tor  his  guard.  He  then  difco¬ 
vered  himfelf,  and  took  meafures  to  fîiflé: 
the  fedition  in  its  birth.  In  order  to  do  it! 
effectually,  and  with  as  little  noife  as  poffibleJ 
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he  refolved  to  fearch  to  the  bottom  of  the 
intrigue.  For  this  purpofe,  having  been 
informed  Muflim  was  the  principal  agent  in 
the  affair,  he  employed  one  of  his  officers 
to  gain  admittance  into  the  houfe  of  tha*\ 
Muffulman,  and  to  bribe  forrie  of  his  fervant 
thereby  to  find  out  the  fecret. 

The  officer,  who  was  well  qualified  for  the 
unravelling  an  intrigue,  prepared  to  put  his 
mailer's  orders  in  execution.  He  made  an 
acquaintance  with  fome  of  Muflirrfs  family; 
and  as  he  pretended  to  be  a  zealous  friend 
to  the  Alians,  they  made  no  fecret  to  him 
of  what  was  tranfadting  in  favour  of  Hoffein. 
He  difcovered  that  they  ufed  to  meet  in  the 
night  time  to  confult  about  that  important 
affair;  that  they  kept  an  exadt  regifter  of  all 
fuch  as  were  of  the  party,  and  alfo  of 
the  troops  and  money  they  were  able  to 
raife  and  contribute.  But  in  order  to  be 
the  more  exactly  informed  of  the  particulars, 
he  procured  himfeif  to  be  introduced  to 
Muflim  and  told  him,  that  being  a  great 
friend  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was  then 
employed  at  Cufah,  he  was  come  to  offer 
him  a  fiippiy  of  three  thoufand  pieces  of 
gold.  His  name  was  forthwith  inferred  in  the 
regifter,  and  he  was  infilled  among  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Hoffein's  adherents.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment  nothing  was  concealed  from  him,  and 
he  was  foon  in  a  condition  of  giving  his  matter 
a  true  and  exadt  account  of  the  forces  of  the 

L  2  Allans, 
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Yezid.  Allans,  of  their  defigns,  and  even  of  the 
Hegyra  60.  very  }10ur  they  had  fixed  for  the  carrying  them 
Ch„  ær.  679.  execution.  When  he  had  gained  as 
much  intelligence  as  was  for  his  purpofe,  he 
fuddenly  difappeared,  and  went  no  more  to 
the  houfe  of  Muflim. 

The  unexpeâed  abfence  of  this  man 
raifed  great  fufpicions  in  Muflim,  who  being 
apprehenfive  that  he  fhouid  be  feized  in  his 
own  houfe,  left  it,  and  went  for  fhelter 
to  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  Emirs  of 
Cufah,  named  Sharik,  who  was  a  fincere 
friend  to  the  Alians.  Thither  came  the 
chief  confidents  of  Muflim  to  confer  on 
their  defign  :  but  as  the  governor's  vigilance 
and  adtivity  proved  a  great  obflacle  to  the 
fuçcefs  of  it,  they  refolved  to  affaffinate  him, 
the  firft  time  they  fhouid  meet  him  without 
his  attendants. 

A  project  is  An  opportunity  foon  offered  itfelf  ;  Obei- 

Obeidoliahkl11  Mollah  propofed  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Sharik,  who 
was  then  dangeroufly  ill  :  though  his  ficknefs 
did  not  prevent  him  from  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  intereft  of  Hoffein  : 
Sharik  having  been  informed  of  the  hour 
the  governor  would  come  to  make  the  vifit, 
it  was  fettled  that  they  fhouid  not  mifs  fo 
fair  an  opportunity  of  ftriking  the  intended 
blow.  Muflim  undertook  to  perform  it, 
and  it  was  contrived  that  he  fhouid  be  placed 
in  a  corner  of  the  room,  and  that  he  fhouid 
fall  on  the  governor  when  the  fick‘  man 

called 
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called  for  water,  which  was  the  fignal  ap-  Ye21d* 
pointed  for  that  purpofe.  Hegyra  60. 

Obeidollah  came  to  the  houfe  of  Sharik  ^  ær‘ 

Iat  the  hour  he  had  fixed,  and  fo  foon  as  his 
arrival  was  made  known,  Muflim  went  to 
his  poft,  and  fo  effeftually  concealed  himfelf 
that  he  could  not  be  feen.  The  governor, 

,i  who  did  not  entertain  the  lead;  lufpicion, 

:  entered  the  apartment  with  a  Mufliilman 
named  Hani,  who  was  fecretly  attached  to 
Hoffein,  and  who  was  concerned  in  the 
defign  againft  Obeidollah.  At  his  houfe 
1  Muflim  lodged  on  his  arrival  at  Cufah,  and 
there  he  dwelt  till  he  came  for  fhelter  to  the 
houfe  of  Sharik. 

After  the  governor  had  difcourfed  fome  Muflim  Jets 
time  with  the  lick  man,  the  latter  called  aMcaJ'av°rar~ 
for  water.  Muflim  made  a  little  dir,  but  tunityf* 01 
had  not  courage  enough  to  ftrike  the  blow. 

!  In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  governor’s 
fervants,  who  had  attended  him  thither,  ob- 
ferving  what  paffed,  fufpeéted  fome  trea¬ 
chery,  and  having  found  means  to  give 
his  mafter  a  hint  of  his  fufpicions,  he  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  leave  the  houfe  without 
I  delay 

Hani  waited  on  the  governor  to  his  houfe, 

1  and  returning  to  Sharik’s  chamber,  he  found 
him  venting  his  reproaches  on  Muflim  for 
his  cowardice  ;  and  Hani  could  not  help 
doing  the  like.  “  What  an  opportunity 
vou have  miffed  !”  faidheto  him  5 cc  voumipdit 

J'  ^  J  Ol 

this  night  have  been  pofleffed  of  the  caille, 
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One  of  Hof- 
fein’s  pa:ty  is 
feized. 
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and  Î  leave  you  to  judge  how  great  advantage 
that  event  would  have  been  to  Hofiein.” 

Muflim  could  not  but  agree  that,  con- 
fidering  the  fituation  of  Hoflein’s  affairs,  his 
obfervation  was  very  juft  ;  but  he  excüfed 
himfelf  on  account  of  a  tradition  which,  as 
he  had  heard,  came  from  the  apoftie,  who 
faid  :  “  The  faith  is  contrary  to  murther, 
let  not  a  believer  murther  a  man  unawares. 0 
The  execution  of  this  previous  project  was 
fo  necefiary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  main  defign, 
that  the  excu-e  appeared  to  be  very  ill  timed. 
And  they  were  obliged  to  think  of  other 
meafures  :  but  the  governor  on  his  part  was 
not  wanting  ;  he  without  delay  took  fuch 
fteps  as  were  the  moft  likely  to  put  an  end 
to  their  cabals. 

Sharik  died  three  davs  after  Oheidollalfts 

j 

vifit,  which  was  the  beft  thing  that  could 
have  happened  to  him  in  that  juncture  3  for 
the  governor  had  caufed  fuch  ftridt  enquiry 
to  be  made,  that  he  difcovered  the  corres¬ 
pondence  Sharik  had  kept  up  with  the  Ira¬ 
nians,  as  well  as  the  rifk  he  himfelf  had  run, 
when  he  made  the  abovementioned  vifit. 

Hani  having  been  feized  by  order  of  the 
governor,  it  was  foon  known  that  the  defign 
was  difcovered.  It  was  Obeidollah’s  firft 
intention  to  have  feized  Muflim  ;  but  as  he 
could  not  readily  be  found,  he  ordered  Hani 
to  be  brought  before  him,  concluding  that 
the  one  would  furnifh  him  with  the  means* 
of  eafily  finding  the  other. 

When» 
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When  Hani  appeared,  the  governor  asked  Yez 

him  what  was  become  of  Muflim.  Hani  Hegyra 

Ch 

at  firft  pretended  that  he  did  not  know  ;  but  ’  ^r' 
having  been  confronted  by  one  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  attendants  who  had  feen  Muflim  at 
his  houfe,  and  had  paid  him  money  for  the 
fervice  of  Hoflein,  Obeidollah  in  a  rage 
faid  to  him  £c  Tell  me  this  moment  where 
he  is.” 

I  would  not  tell  you,”  replied  Hani  with 
great  arrogance,  cc  though  I  knew  ever  fo 
well.”  This  infolent  anfwer  fo  incenfed 
Obeidollah,  that,  unable  to  contain  him- 
felf,  he  gave  him  a  violent  blow  with  his 
mace,  which  broke  his  nofe,  and  wounded 
him  forely.  Hani  in  a  fury  attempted  to 
Hatch  a  fword  from  one  of  the  guards,  but 
was  prevented,  and  being  fecured,  he  was 
forthwith  fent  prifoner  to  the  caftle,  and  de¬ 
clared  worthy  of  death. 

This  event  made  a  great  noife  amongft 
Hanks  friends  in  the  city.  A  report  being 
fpread  that  he  was  murdered,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  armed  men  flocked  to  the  caftle,  in 
order  to  revenge  his  death  on  the  authors 
of  it:  but  they  were  told  that  Hani  was 
not  dead,  and  that  he  was  only  imprifoned 
by  order  of  the  government,  on  which  the 
croud  difperfed. 

The  governor  affembied  his  Emirs  and 
chief  men  under  him,  and  went  to  the 
prifon  to  examine  Ham  ;  when  fuddenly 
a  great  noife  was  heard  on  all  fides, 
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Muflim  takes 
yp  arms. 


The  guard  in  the  caftle  ran  to  arms  ;  and 
Ch  ær  6  news  was  brought  to  Obeidollah  that  a  body 
1  *  of  men  was  marching  up  to  the  caftle  with 
colours  flying. 

They  were  headed  by  Muflim,  who,  feri- 
oufly  reflecting  on  what  had  pafled,  refolved 
to  declare  himfelf  openly,  for  he  found  that 
arms  alone  could  fecure  him  from  Gbeidol- 
lah’s  vengance.  He  therefore  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  appearing  in  the  ftreets  of  Cufah, 
gave  the  fignal  agreed  on  to  be  given  when 
it  fhould  be  a  proper  time  to  begin  the  infur- 
redtion*;  upon  which  he  was  foon  joined 
by  about  four  thoufand  men,  with  whom  he 
marched  out  of  the  city  (under  two  co¬ 
lours,  the  one  green,  and  the  other  red) 
in  order  to  furprize  the  caftle.  He  at  the 
fame  time  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Hoflein, 
entreating  him  to  come  and  join  him  with¬ 
out  delay. 

The  governor  gave  out  fuch  prudent 
orders,  and  his  troops  fhewed  fo  much 
courage  and  firmnefs,  that  Muflim  was  dif- 
heartened,  and  dared  not  to  go  on  with  his 
enterprize.  The  confpirators  thus  checked, 
Obeidollah  fent  feveral  perfons  of  note  and 
credit  out  of  the  caftle,  who  went  amongft: 
the  people  and  difluaded  them  from  hazard- 


The  rebels 
abandon  him. 


ing  themfelves  on  fuch  an  account. 

Thefe  remonftrances  had  fuch  an  effeCl 
that  the  Cubans  in  general,  terrified  at  the 

*  The  words  were,  Ya  menfour  ommet  !  O  thou  that  art 
helped  by  the  people  !  meaning  Hoffein. 

dangerous 
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dangerous  fituation  of  thofe  who  had  taken  Y*ZID- 
up  arms,  left  the  city,  and  fpread  a  panick  6°. , 
among  Muflim’s  troops.  There  was  even 
a  Muflulman  who  told  that  chief  of  the 
rebels,  that  he  had  beft  get  away,  or  he 
would  repent  of  it.  He  at  firft  defpifed 
fuch  language,  and  expedted  each  moment 
to  be  joined  by  the  reft  of  his  party  in 
Cufah,  to  attack  the  caftle  by  open  force  *, 
but  how  great  was  his  furorize,  when  he 
faw  the  ranks  of  his  foldiers  infenfibly 
thinned  !  all  his  men  deferted  him  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  at  laft  he  was  obliged  to  go  and 
hide  himfelf  in  the  city,  having  no  more  of 
his  adherents  than  thirty  left  about  him  out 

j 

of  the  great  number  that  had  at  firft  joined 
him. 

The  governor,  who  was  highly  pleafed 
to  find  that  the  rebels  difperfed  of  them- 
felves,  was  in  no  great  hafte  to  feize  Muf- 
lim  ;  he  fuffered  him  to  take  refuge  in  the 
city,  but  he  intended  fpeedily  to  punifh 
him  for  his  rebellion  :  and  he  took  no 
other  ftep  than  the  promifing  a  reward  to 
any  perfon  that  fhould  difcover  the  traytor. 

Muflim,  having  re-entered  Cufah,  and  Muflim  takes 
finding  very  few  friends  in  the  city,  con- t0 
cealed  himfelf  during  the  reft  of  the  day  ; 
about  the  twilight  of  the  evening  he  de¬ 
parted  without  a  guide,  or  any  other  perfon 
to  aflift  or  comfort  him,  fo  fearful  v/as  he 
pf  trufting  any  one  of  thofe  people,  whofe 

inconftancy 
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Yezid.  inconftancy  he  had  fo  lately  and  fo  fatally 
Hegyra  60.  experienced. 

c  i.  ær.  79.  ^  Be  was  j3ent  onjy  on  makjng  ^Js  efcape, 

and  knew  not  the  country,  or  whither  to 
go,  he  wandered  a  long  time  without  find¬ 
ing  any  place  where  he  could  conceal  him- 
felf.  At  lad,  he  faw  a  light  at  a  diftance, 
and  making  towards  it,  found  a  lone  houfe. 
Having  knocked  at  the  door,  it  was  opened 
by  an  old  woman,  of  whom  he  afked  fome 
water  to  drink.  He  then  informed  her  of 
the  great  fatigue  he  had  undergone,  and 
begged  fhe  would  permit  him  to  flay  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  night  in  her  habitation. 

The  woman  refufed  to  comply  with  his 
requeft,  alledging  that  fhe  had  no  place 
where  fhe  could  lodge  him  :  that  fhe  had 
but  one  fpare  room,  which  was  her  fon’s  3 
but  that  fhe  could  not  put  any  perfon  into  it, 
becaufe  fhe  expected  her  fon  that  very  night 
from  Cufah,  whither  he  was  gone  on  bu¬ 
ll  nefs,  and  that  fhe  had  fat  up  fo  late  in 
expedition  of  his  coming  home. 

Muflim,  without  being  difcouraged  at 
her  refufal,  reiterated  his  entreaties,  and 
preffed  her  at  leaft  to  give  him  fhelter  under 
her  roof  till  day-light.  ££  It  is  in  your 
power,”  faid  he,  ££  to  do  me  a  lignai  fer  vice, 
which  you  will  have  no  caufe  to  repent  of.” 
<c  But  pray  who  are  you,  and  what  would  you 
have  me  do?”  replied  the  woman.  Muflim 
then  told  her  his  name,  and  how  the  people 
had  deferted  him  ;  which  fhe  no  fooner 

heard. 
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heard,  than  fhe  readily  let  him  in,  and  con-  Yezid* 
veyed  him  to  the  moft  fecret  and  retired  3Iegyra 
part  of  her  houfe.  And  as  he  flood  in  *  7 ^ 

great  need  of  refreshment,  the  made  the 
beft  provifion  for  him  in  her  power,  and 
ufed  the  beft  means  fhe  could  to  enable  him 
to  pafs  the  night  comfortably. 

Whilft  the  woman  was  thus  employed, 
her  fon  came  home  3  and  obferving  his 
mother  to  go  backwards  and  forwards  in  an 
unufual  manner,  he  afked  what  was  the 
caufe  of  it.  She  at  fir  ft  concealed  the  fecret; 
but  upon  her  foil’s  great  importunity,  fhe 
owned  to  him,  that  Mufti m  having  fled  from 
Cufah,  he  had  begged  her  to  give  him  refuge 
at  her  houfe,  and  that  flue  had  with  great 
pleafure  admitted  him. 

The  young  Mufiulman  having  heard  at 
Cufah  that  the  governor  had  prornifed  a  re¬ 
ward  to  the  perfon  that  Should  dif cover  Muf- 
lim,  he  refolved  to  take  the  benefit  of  it. 

After  having,  refted  a  few  hours,  he  pre¬ 
tended  he  had  bufinefs  at  the  city,  and 
fetting  out  early  the  next  morning,  went  to 
Oheidollah,  and  informed  him  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  he  had  made. 

Upon  this  information,  the  governor  fent  Muflim  is 
a  party  of  fifty  horfe,  who  furrounded  taken,  and 
the  houfe  where  Muflim  was  concealed  ;  t0 

and  he  being  informed  of  his  danger, 
fnatched  his  lword,  and  went  to  oppofe 
the  horfemen  who  were  then  entering 
the  doors.  A  very  brisk  attack  enfued.,  and 

he 
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he  behaved  with  amazing  activity  and  cou¬ 
rage  ;  having  killed  feveral,  and  thrice  driven 
the  reft  of  the  party  out  of  the  houfe. 

It  was  of  fome  advantage  to  Muflim,  in¬ 
dépendant  of  his  courage,  that  the  horfe- 
men  had  received  orders  to  fpare  him  ;  for  the 
governor,  who  was  defirous  of  going  to  the 
bottom  of  the  confpiracy,  had  ftrongly  in- 
joined  them  to  take  him  (if  poffible)  alive. 
Spight  of  his  ftout  reftftance,  he  was  at  laft 
overpowered  with  numbers,  and  grievoufly 
wounded  3  when  the  party  doling  in  upon 
him,  he  was  difarmed  ;  and  being  bound, 
was  mounted  on  his  own  mule,  and  carried 
to  Cufah. 

The  officer  that  commanded  the  detach¬ 
ment  obferving  Mu  Aim  to  weep,  told  him 
that  it  did  not  become  a  man  who  was  at 
the  head  of  fo  important  and  bold  aft  enter- 
prize,  and  who  had  juft  given  fuch  evident 
proofs  of  courage,  to  (lied  tears.  Muflitn 
anfwered,  that  he  wept  not  for  himfelf,  but 
for  Hoflein,  who,  he  feared,  was  on  his 
journey  to  Cufah.  He  was  fo  moved  at  the 
misfortunes  with  wffiich  that  prince  was 
threatened,  that  he  attempted  to  fend  him 
advice  not  to  proceed  any  farther,  but  to 
return  to  Mecca.  For  this  purpofe  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  one  of  the  horfemen,  whom  he 
judged  to  be  of  a  more  courteous  and  hu¬ 
mane  difpofition  than  his  comrades,  and 
having  converted  fome  time  with  him  on 
the  road,  he  gave  him  to  underftand  that 

he 
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he  would  be  amply  rewarded  if  he  could 
procure  fuch  information  to  be  given  to 
Hoflein.  The  foldier  promifed  to  fend  a 
mefienger  accordingly,  which  he  performed, 
but  the  mefienger  did  not  do  his  part. 

When  Mufiim  arrived  at  the  caftle,  he 
found  agreat  number  of  the  Emirs,  who  were 
in  the  audience-chamber  waiting  for  Obeid- 
ollah,  It  was  no  difficult  matter  for  Muf¬ 
iim  to  perceive  that  the  friends  of  Yezid 
were  highly  incenfed  againft  him  :  they 
even  refuted  him  a  draught  of  water  which 
he  asked  for  on  his  arrival,  telling  him  he 
fhould  have  no  drink  till  he  drank  the 
Hamim* 

Though  this  outfet  prognofticated  nothing 
in  favour  of  Mufiim,  he  was  far  from  being 
dejeded  ;  on  the  contrary  he  fhewed  great 
firmnefs  and  refolution.  When  the  governor 
appeared  he  did  not  falute  him  ;  and  fome 
that  were  prefent  having  taken  the  liberty 
of  reproving  him  for  it,  he  boldly  anfwered, 
that  if  even  Yezid  were  there,  he  fhould 
not  think  himfelf  obliged  fo  to  do,  unlefs 
he  would  give  him  his  life. 

Obeidollah  being  feated,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Emirs,  fharply  reprimanded  Mufiim 
for  railing  difturbances  and  divifions  amongft 
the  people  of  Cufah,  and  of  the  reft  of  Irak, 
who  were  before  that  time  peaceable  and 
unanimous  :  “  The  inhabitants  of  Cufah, 

* 

*  A  fcalding  liquor,  which  the  Mahometans  feign  lhali 
be  the  drink  of  the  damned  in  hell, 
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Yezid.  and  of  the  reft  of  Irak  are  read f  to  prove 
Hegyra  Go.  the  contrary  of  v/hat  you  aflert,”  anfwered 
.  ær.  67 9.  with.  great  boldnefs  :  cc  they  have  not 

forgot  the  cruelties  of  your  father  Ziyad, 
(which  furpaffed  even  thofe  of  a  Cofroes) 
who  tyrannized  over  the  people,  and  made 
the  cities  and  fields  to  flow  with  their  blood* 
I  came  here,  to  lubject  thofe  wretched  inha¬ 
bitants  to  the  mild  and  equitable  laws  of 
a  prince,  who  would  have  governed  them 
according  to  juftice,  and  the  book  revealed 
to  the  prophet-fa” 

The  governor,  enraged  at  Muflim’s  dif- 
courfe,  treated  him  very  roughly  ;  and 
amongft  other  things  told  him,  he  was  not 
furely  guided  by  the  determination  of  the 
book,  when  he  ufed  to  tipple  wine  at  Me¬ 
dina.  Muflim  denied  the  accufation,  and 
for  the  truth  of  his  afiertion  appealed  to  God. 
At  laft,  after  fome  few  other  altercations,  the 
governor  pronounced  fentence  of  death  upon 
him.  Having  permiflion  to  make  his  will, 
Muflim  whiipered  one  of  his  friends  to 
whom  he  gave  feven  hundred  pieces  of 
gold,  and  begged  he  would  take  care  to  pre¬ 
vent  Hofiein  from  proceeding  any  further  on 
his  journey.  One  of  the  by-ftanders  having 
overheard  what  Muflim  laid,  informed  the 
governor  of  it,  who  declared  that  if  Hof- 
fein  would  be  quiet,  no  perfon  would  dif- 

f  Meaning  the  Koran. 
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turb  him;  but  if  he  was  the  aggreffor,  they  Yezid* 
would  not  fpare  him.  Hegyra  60. 

In  a  fhort  time  Obeidollah  caufed  Muflim  ær 
to  be  carried  to  the  top  of  the  caftle,  where  HaniTre  be- 
he  was  beheaded.  His  head  was  firft  thrown  headed, 
down  to  the  bottom,  and  his  body  after  it. 

Hani  was  beheaded  the  fame  day  ;  but  the 
execution  was  performed  in  the  ftreets  of 
Cufah.  The  governor  feat  both  the  heads 
to  Yezid,  with  a  letter  containing  a  full 
account  of  that  event. 

Whilft  this  bloody  fcene  was  adling  at  Hoffein  pre- 
Cufah,  Hoffein  was  making  preparations  for  Pares  for  his 
his  journey  thither,  expecting  to  find  things^™7 t0 
in  a  moft  favourable  fituation  for  him. 

Bef  des  the  account  which  Muflim  fent  him 
at  the  time  he  propofed  to  take  the  caftle, 
he  had  received  a  great  number  of  letters 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Cufah,  earneftly 
requeuing  him  to  appear  amongft  them. 

They  at  the  fame  time  fent  him  a  lift  of 
the  number  of  thofe  he  might  abfolutely 
depend  on  ;  which,  according  to  an  arabian 
author,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  perfons. 

The  earned:  and  repeated  follicitations  of 
his  adherents  in  Cufah,  and  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  friends  he  expected  to  find  there, 
made  Hoffein  refolve  to  accept  the  invitation. 

He  fent  to  Cufah  a  trufty  friend,  named 
Kais,  to  give  notice  of  his  approach,  and  then 
made  the  neceffary  preparations  for  his  de¬ 
parture,  fpight  of  the  prudent  remonftrahces 

of 
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of  his  friends,  who  diffuaded  fhim  from 
embarking  in  fo  defperate  an  undertaking, 
Abdallah  the  fon  of  Abbas,  an  old  man, 
venerable  on  account  of  his  many  eminent 
virtues  and  confummate  prudence,  vifited 
him  in  hopes  to  prevail  on  him  to  give  over 
the  defign.  Hoflein  was  perfuaded  he  fhould 
not  only  fully  refute  all  Abdallah’s  argu¬ 
ments,  but  alfo  bring  him  over  to  his 
own  opinion,  by  producing  the  letters  he 
had  received  ;  he  looked  upon  thofe  as  fo 
many  fure  pledges  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  en- 
terprize  :  he  added,  with  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
that  relying  on  the  afliftance  of  heaven,  he 
could  by  no  means  decline  going,  and  put¬ 
ting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  body  of 
brave  men,  who  were  ready  to  facrifice 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  caufe. 

I  would  readily  concur  with  you  in 
opinion,”  replied  the  fage  old  man,  ct  if  you 
were  certain  that  the  Cufians  had  taken  up 
arms,  killed  their  governor,  driven  out 
Yezid’s  forces,  and  were  abfolute  matters 
of  the  city,  and  the  whole  province.  But 
are  they  not  in  the  power  of  their  Émirs  ? 
are  not  his  forces  difperfed  over  the  whole 
country  to  bridle  the  people  ?  I  wonder  you 
cannot  fee  through  the  defign  of  the  Cufians 
in  giving  you  an  invitation  at  fuch  a  junc¬ 
ture  !  they  have  invited  you  to  embark 
with  them  in  a  war  which  they  are  ready 
to  commence,  through  the  turbulence  of 
their  difpofitions  ;  and  they  will  as  readily 
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defert  you  through  their  wonted  ficklenefs  and  Yezid-  • 
perfidy.  Have  you  any  fecurity  that  they  Hegyra  60, 
will  not  even  oppofe  you  ?  Y  ou  will  one  day  fee,  ^  * 6  '  ’ 

that  they  who  now  feem  fo  forward  in  your  fil¬ 
tered:,  will  become  your  mod  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies:  and  of  this  I  could  give  you  the  cleared 
proof,  if  you  were  difpofed  to  hear  me.’' 

Thefe  remonftrances  made  no  impreffion  upon 
Hoflein,  who  conftantly  perfevered  in  a  de- 
fign,  which  was  infenfibly  leading  him  to  dc~ 
ftrudtion. 

After  this  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zoheir  came  Bduvibur  of 
to  pay  him  a  vifit,  and  held  a  long  conference 
with  hirn  touching  his  expedition  to  Cufah.  fein. 

It  was  not  either  his  defign  or  his  intered  to 
diffwade  him  from  the  undertaking  :  on  the 
contrary,  forefeeing  that  fuch  a  ftep  mud 
be  fatal  to  him,  he  was  delighted  to  find  him 
fo  refolutely  bent  on  taking  it 5  for  if  Hoffein 
failed  in  his  attempt,  Abdallah  would  find  a 
more  ready  way  to  the  Caliphate,  which  he 
fecretly  afpired  to,  but  could  entertain  no 
hopes  of  attaining,  fo  long  as  Hoffein  fhould 
be  living. 

However,  he  mentioned  his  journey  to  Cu¬ 
fah  as  an  expedient  not  very  neceflary,  or 
very  proper  for  his  promotion  to  the  Caliphate, 

And  the  reafon  upon  which  he  grounded  his 
opinion  was,  that  neither  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city,  nor  even  thofe  of  the  province  in 
general,  had  any  right  of  election  to  that  dig¬ 
nity.  He  obferved  to  him  that  the  people  of 
Mecca  and  Medina  were  alone  intitled  to  that 
Vol»  IL  M  pri- 
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Yezid.  privilege,  and  he  had  better  abide  by  them, 
Hegyra  60.  than  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  by 
Ch,  ær.  679.  votes  which  might  be  afterwards  difputed. 

Hoflein  anfwered,  that  he  could  by  no 
means  refufe  to  accept  the  offers  of  the  Cu- 
fians  :  he  owned,  that  the  Meccans  and 
Medinians  had  always  poflefled  the  right  of 
eledtion  to  the  Caliphate  ;  but  that  their  want 
of  refolution  to  defend  their  rights,  had, 
doubtlefs,  induced  the  Cufians  to  a  flume  that 
prerogative  5  and  that  they  certainly  took  fuch 
a  flep  with  a  view  to  fihake  off  the  yoke  of 
the  Caliphs  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who 
beftowed  all  their  favours  on  the  Syrians,  to 
the  lofs  and  prejudice  of  the  people  of  Ara¬ 
bia.  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir  feemed  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  by  thefe  reafons,  and  faid  to  Hoflein  at 
parting,  <c  If  I  had  fo  numerous  a  body  of 
friends,  I  would  this  moment  put  myfelf  at 
their  head,  and  make  YezkTs  throne  fhake.” 
Abdallah  Abdallah-ebn- Abbas,  who  had  already 
firives  to  di-  given  fuch  prudent  council  to  Hoflein,  could 

from  the11  not  fuppofe  that  his  arguments  had  pro- 
terprize.  duced  fome  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  fon  of 
Ali  5  he,  therefore  repeated  his  vifit,  that  he 
might  know  his  final  refolution. 

Hoflein  ufed  the  fame  language  to  Abdallah, 
as  he  had  made  ufe  of  to  all  fuch  as  oppofed 
his  undertaking  the  journey  ;  and  repeated 
the  fame  reafons  he  had  urged  in  their  former 
conference  on  that  fubjeét.  “  If  you  arere- 
folved  to  go,”  faid  the  old  man,  <c  at  leaf!  do 
not  take  your  wives  and  children  with  you, 

for. 
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for5  I  fear  your  cafe  will  be  like  Othmarfs,  Yezid- 
who  was  murdered,  whilft  his  wives  and^e^ra6°* 
children  flood  looking  on.  Beddes,”  faid  he^  ’æî  0/9 
€C  you  have  rejoiced  the  heart  of  Abdallah- 
ebn-Zobeir,  whom  you  ought  to  look  upon  as 
your  rival  ;  you  will  leave  him  behind  you 
in  Mecca,  and  he  will  foon  be  mafler  of 
the  whole  province  of  Hejaz.  He  earneflly 
wiflies  for  your  departure;  you  are  an  ob- 
flacle  to  his  ambitious  dedgns;  which  he 
will  openly  avow  the  moment  he  fhall  have 
no  longer  reafon  to  fear  your  prefence.  And 
I  fwear  by  that  God,  beddes  whom  there 
is  no  other,  if  I  was  fure  that  my  taking 
you  by  the  hair  of  the  head*  and  holding  you 
till  they  came  in  and  parted  us,  would  be  a 
means  to  detain  you  at  Mecca,  I  would  do  it/’ 

That  zealous  mudfulman  went  ftill  fur¬ 
ther.  As  he  found  that  Hoffein  was  bent  on 
departing  the  next  morning,  he  ftaid  with 
him  the  whole  night,  and  never  ceafed  en¬ 
treating  him  lerioudy  to  reflect  on  the  fatal 
confequences  that  might  attend  his  taking  a 
flep  of  fo  great  importance  ;  but  he  had  the 
mortidcation  to  dnd  that  he  made  not  the 
lead:  impreffion  upon  a  mind  fo  "ftrangely 
prejudiced,  and  he  left  him. 

Hoffein  departed  from  Mecca  with  a  com-  Hoffeln  ré¬ 
pètent  retinue  condfting  of  his  wives,  his  |artcs  irom 
children,  and  fervants*  and  fome  friends  that 
followed  his  fortune,  in  the  whole  about  one 
hundred  perfons.  He  judged  that  this  train 
would  be  fufficient,  becaufe  he  expeéted  on 
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his  arrival  at  Cufah,  to  have  found  all  thofe 
under  arms,  of  whom  Muflim  had  made 
mention  in  the  letter  he  fent  to  invite  him  to 
that  city.  But  the  face  of  affairs  there  was 
entirely  changed  ;  for  on  the  very  day  that 
Hoffein  fet  out,  the  unfortunate  Muflim  was 
executed. 

Obeidollah,  who  was  apprized  of  Hoffein’s 
approach,  fent  out  againft  him  a  body  of 
horfe,  confiding  of  1000  men,  under  the 
command  of  Harro  the  fon  of  Yezid;  who 
was  in  no  wife  difaffeCted  to  Hoflein’s  inter- 
eft,  and  who  appeared  inclinable  to  behave 
towards  him  with  great  refpedt  and  modera¬ 
tion,  if  he  would  have  renounced  his  defign. 

Harro  being  arrived  at  Afheraph,  near  the 
Euphrates,  fent  a  party  of  his  foldiers  to  the 
river  for  water  ;  and  ordered  them,  if  they 
fhould  meet  Hoffein,  by  no  means  to  commit 
any  violence  againft  him,  but  if  need  were, 
to  affift  him  in  getting  fuch  a  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter  as  might  be  neceffary  for  him  and  his 
train. 

Thefe  orders  were  punctually  executed. 
They  met  Hoffein,  and  behaved  towards  him 
with  the  utmoft  civility  and  refpedt.  The 
fon  of  Ali,  deceived  by  thefe  fair  appearances, 
was  in  hopes  of  perfuading  the  detachment 
to  join  him  5  and  he  defired  to  fpeak  with  the 
commanding  officer.  Harro  having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  his  requeft,  confented,  and  they 
held  a  pretty  long  conference,  in  which  Hof¬ 
fein  alledged  the  invitations  of  the  Cufians 
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as  the  reafon  for  his  undertaking  the  expedi-  Ye  zip., 
tion,  and  that  they  waited  only  his  prefence  Hegyra  60. 
to  begin  their  operations  :  he  added,  that  con-Cn‘  ær‘  C'7?r 
lidering  all  things,  the  conduct  of  the  Cufi- 
ans  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  for  he  had 
a  right  to  the  Caliphate.  He  then  alledged 
proofs  in  fupport  of  his  title,  and  produced 
the  letters  he  had  received  from  the  Cubans, 
who  openly  acknowledged  the  juflice  of  his 
prétendons,  and  promifed  to  appear  and  adt 
in  fupport  of  them.  And  finally,  he  ex¬ 
horted  Harro  with  his  party  to  fubmit  to  and 
join  him,  rather  than  the  defcendants  of  the 
houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who  maintained  them- 
felves  in  pofleffion  of  the  Caliphate  only  by 
exercidng  a  tyrannical  authority  over  the 
Muffulmen. 

<c  Ineither  know,  nor  doldedre  to  know,59 
replied  Harro, 44  who  are  the  perfons  that  have 
prevailed  on  you  to  engage  in  this  undertaking; 

(which  I  muft  confefs,  feems  to  me  a  very 
defperate  one.)  Nor  can  I  conceive  what  dé¬ 
pendance  you  can  make  on  the  letters  of  the 
Cubans.  We  had  no  hand  in  writing  them, 
nor  have  I  any  inclination  to  read  them.  All 
I  can  fay  is,  that  my  orders  are  to  bring  you  to 
the  caftle  of  Cufah,  fo  foon  as  I  could  meet 
you.  There  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  urge  your  reafons  at  large.” 

Hoffein.  declared  he  would  fooner  dye  than 
fubmit  to  fuch  an  order  ;  and  he  command¬ 
ed  his  men  to  decamp  and  march.  But  Harro 
caufed  his  detachment  to  wheel,  and  by  that 
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Yezid.  motion  intercepted  them.  Hoflein  in  a  rage 
Hegyra  60.  uttered  the  ftrongeft  imprecations  *  againft 
Ch.  ær.  679.  fjarro  anfwered,  <c  If  any  other  man 

had  prefumed  to  fay  fo  much  to  me,  I  would 
have  had  fatisfa&ion  for  the  infult.  But  I 
have  no  room  to  mention  your  mother,  with¬ 
out  the  greateft  refpedl.” 

He  then  commanded  his  foldiers  to  with¬ 
draw  and  ftand  at  a  little  diftance,  and  told 
Hoflein  that  he  had  no  orders  to  ufe  violence 
againft  him,  but  that  he  was  commanded  by 
no  means  to  part  with  him,  till  he  had  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  Cufah.  cc  However/’  added  he, 
let  us  take  proper  meafures  to  prevent  my 
being  called  in  queftion,  or  expofed  to  any 
extremity  on  your  account,  and  alfo  to  fecure 
you  from  violence.  Write  to  Yezid  and 
Obeidollah  ;  I  will  write  to  them  alfo.  If 
you  are  the  aggreflor,  and  begin  the  firft  on- 
let  upon  the  Cufians,  you  may  perhaps  gain 
your  point  ;  but  if  you  wait  till  you  are  at¬ 
tacked,  you  will  perifti.” 

Whilft  he  was  yet  fpeaking,  four  horfe- 
men  appeared  in  fight,  who  came  from  Cu¬ 
fah  .  Hoffe  in  knowing  one  of  them,  who  was 
called  Thirmah,  entreated  Harro  that  he 
might  be  fuffered  to  come  up  to  them  5  but 
that  officer  made  fome  difficulty  in  confent- 
ing,  as  he  did  not  know  what  was  their  de- 
fign.  As  foon  as  they  came  up,  Hoflein  en- 


*  In  Arabic,  the  Colatka  Ommoka,  a  common  curfç 
amongft  the  Arabians,  and  ftgnifying  in  Englifh,  may  your 
mother  be  child lefs  of  you. 
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quired  of  him  touching  the  fituation  of  his  Ye7JD* 
affairs  at  Cufah,  and  received  a  moft  melan-  Kegyra  60. 
cholly  account  of  the  pofture  they  were  in.  '  '  ær‘ 

“  The  nobility  of  Cufah,”  faid  he,  “  are  Hoffeinistold 

now  againft  you  to  a  man.  It  is  true  the  hearts  inCufah^1^ 
of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  are  ftill  with  you;  difpcrfed. 
but  you  may  depend  on  it  that  to-morrow  the 
fwords  of  all  will  be  drawn  againft  you.  As 
for  your  meflenger  Kais,  whom  you  fent  be¬ 
fore  you  to  prepare  the  way,  he  was  thrown 
headlong  from  the  top  of  the  caftle,  by  order 
of  Obeidollah,  for  refufing  to  curfe  you  and 
your  father  Ali*.” 

“  I  hope,”  continued  Thirmah, c  ■  you  will 
not  think  of  engaging  in  that  enterprise  with 
fuch  a  handful  of  men  as  now  accompany 
you:  for  the  plains  of  Cufah  are  full  of  horfe 
and  foot  ready  to  oppofe  you.  I  therefore 
entreat  you  not  to  ftir  a  ftep  further;  and 
if  you  will  accept  of  a  fafe  retreat,  I  will 
conduit  you  to  our  impregnable  mountain 
Aja,  where  I  am  fare  they  will  not  run  the 
rifque  of  coming  to  attack  you  ;  and  in  this 
afylum  you  may  remain  as  long  as  you  fhall 
think  fit.7’ 

It  is  matter  of  wonder,  after  having  re¬ 
ceived  an  account  of  the  defection  of  his 


*  At  this  news  Hofiein  wept,  and  repeated  this  verfe  of 
the  Koran,  “There  are  fome  of  them  who  are  already  dead, 
and  fome  of  them  ftay  in  expectation  and  have  not  changed.” 
He  then  added,  “  O  God!  let  their  mandons  be  in  paradife, 
and  gather  them  and  us  together,  in  the  fixed  retting  place 
of  thy  mercy,  and  the  delights  of  thy  reward,” 
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chief  friends  at  Cufah,  that  Hoffein  did  not 
abandon  a  defign  which  could  not  but  be  fatal 
to  him.  And  he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  fo 
doing,  asHarro,  who  ftill  continued  with  him, 
would  have  fuffered  him  to  retire  without  the 
leaft  oppofition.  But  Hoffein  perfifting  in  his 
refolution  of  going  to  Cufah,  and  preparing  for 
his  march  thither,  Thirmah  took  his  leave. 

In  the  mean  time  affairs  took  infenfibly  a 
different  turn.  Obeidollah  being  informed  of 
Hoffein’s  obftinacy,  changed  his  firft  defign 
of  having  him  brought  to  Cufah.  He  was 
apprehenfive  that  though  the  people  had  then 
declared  againft  him,  yet  through  their  na¬ 
tural  inconffancy,  they  might  turn  in  his  fa¬ 
vour.  He  therefore  difpatched  a  courier  to 
Harro,  with  orders  that  he  fhould  conduct 
the  fon  of  All  to  a  certain  country  named  in 
the  difpatches,  in  which  were  neither  cities 
nor  fortreffes.  And  he  commanded  that 
Hoffein  fhould  remain  there  till  further  orders. 

In  a  fh ort  time  that  governor  caufed  about 
40c o  men  to  march  under  the  command  of 
Amer-ebn-Said,  who  arriving  foon  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hoffein,  fent  one  of  his 
officers  to  enquire  of  him  what  brought  hirr* 
thither. 

Hoffein,  who  doubtlefs  had  by  that  time 
reflected  on  the  little  probability  there  was  of 
fuccefs  in  his  enterprise,  returned  an  anfwer, 
which,  if  it  had  been  given  a  little  fooner, 
might  have  extricated  him  from  his  difficul¬ 
ties.  He  told  the  officer,  that  if  the  Cufians 
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had  not  fent  him  repeated  invitations  to  come 
and  head  them,  hefhould  not  have  left  Mecca  •  ^egyra  6 1  * 
but  as  he  fince  found  they  had  changed  their  ^  i,Cw‘' 
fentimdnts,  and  rejected  him,  he  was  ready 
and  willing  peaceably  to  return  with  his  fa¬ 
mily  and  friends  to  his  ufual  place  of  red- 
dence. 

This  anfwer  was  highly  pleating  to  Amer, 
as  it  was  likely  to  put  an  end  to  ail  difputes. 

That  captain  was  firmly  attached  to  Hoflein  * 
when  Obeidollah  ordered  him  to  march,  he 
even  declined  the  command,  and  did  not  ac¬ 
cept  it  till  the  governor  had  feverely  threatned 
him  on  account  of  his  refufal.  So  foon  there¬ 
fore  as  he  was  acquainted  with  HofTein’s  in¬ 
tentions,  he  imparted  them  to  Obeidollah. 

But  the  governor,  who  at  firft  feemed  as  Obeidollah 
if  he  would  be  fatisfied  with  Hoflein’s  re-  femt^ac0^ 
turn  to  Mecca,  had  alfo  changed  his  fen ti~  knowledge 
ments  :  and  not  content  with  the  fon  of^ezidasCa. 
Ali’s  having  dropped  the  defign,  Obeidollah  iiph' 
now  required  that  he  and  his  adherents 
fhould  recognize  Yezid  to  be  lawful  Caliph» 

He  ordered  Amer  to  bring  the  matter  to  a 
fpeedy  iffue  ;  and,  in  order  to  obtain  by  the 
means  of  force  and  neceflity  that  which  he 
knew  would  never  be  granted  with  a  free 
will,  he  ordered  that  officer  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  to  furround  Hofieirfs  camp,  as  to  cut  off 
his  communication  with  the  rivers,  a  grie¬ 
vous  inconvenience  in  that  hot  and  barren 
country, 
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The  governors  orders  having*' been  im¬ 
parted  to  Hoffein,  he  fent  to  Amer,  and  dé¬ 
fi  red  he  would  confer  with  him  between  the 
two  camps.  That  officer  confented  to  it,  and 
came  forthwith  to  the  appointed  place;  Hof¬ 
fein,  who  drove  to  avoid  acknowledging  Ye¬ 
zid  as  Caliph,  defired  that  one  of  the  three 
following  conditions  might  be  granted  to  him. 
Either  iff,  that  he  might  go  to  Damafcus, 
and  make  an  agreement  with  Yezid.  Or, 
2dly,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  return 
to  Mecca.  Or,  3d! y,  that  he  might  be  placed 
in  home  garrifon,  where  he  might  make  war 
on  the  Turks. 

Upon  the  account  of  thefe  propofals  Amer 
thought  he  might  defer  executing  Obeidol- 
lah’s  orders  :  he  fent  to  inform  him  in  what 
manner  Hoffein  was  then  difpofed  to  adt, 
and  to  defire  his  directions  in  the  matter. 

Obeidollah  having  examined  Hoffein’s  pro¬ 
pofals,  was  unwilling  alone  to  determine 
what  anfwer  fhould  be  returned.  He  there¬ 
fore  called  in  a  muffulman  of  note,  called 
Shamer,  and  afked  his  opinion  touching  the 
terms  that  had  been  offered.  Shamer  told 
him,  he  thought  the  conditions  were  deceit¬ 
ful,  and  calculated  only  to  gain  time  ;  and 
that  Hoffein  ought  to  be  admitted  to  no 
terms,  till  he  had  fincerely  declared  his  fen- 
timents  as  to  Yezid,  acknowledged  him  as. 
Caliph,  and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to. 
him. 
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This  opinion  determined  the  governor  Yezjd. 
(who  at  fir  ft  feemed  to  look  on  the  propofals  Hegyra  6 1, 
as  reafonable)  and  he  appointed  Shamer  him-  C  h‘  ær‘  68Ca 
felf  to  communicate  his  refolutions  to  Amer, 
and  to  inform  him  that  he  fhould  kindly  re¬ 
ceive  Hoffein  and  his  friends,  if  they  would 

J  y 

comply  with  the  conditions;  but  in  cafe  of 
refufal,  that  he  fhould  cut  in  pieces  all  fuch 
as  fhould  make  any  refiftance.  And  as  Obei- 
dollah  had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Amer 
would  make  fome  difficulty  in  executing  thofe 
1  orders,  (as  well  from  what  had  already  paf- 
fed,  as  from  the  advice  he  received  of  the 
long  conference  between  that  officer  and  Hof¬ 
fein)  he  commanded  Shamer,  in  cafe  of 
difobedience  of  the  general,  to  caufe  his  head 
to  be  ftruck  off,  and  to  take  the  command 
in  his  ftead.  He  at  the  fame  time  gave  par¬ 
ticular  directions,  that  the  fons  of  Ali,  who 
had  accompanied  their  brother  Hoffein,  fhould 
not  be  involved  in  the  common  calamity,  but 
letters  of  protection  and  paffports  fhould  be 
offered  to  them,  that  they  might  come  to 
Cufah. 

Shamer  foon  arrived  at  Kerbela,  where  the 
two  camps  of  Hoffein  and  Amer  were  fitu- 
ated,  and  communicated  to  the  latter  Obei- 
dollah’s  orders.  In  confequence  whereof  an 
interview  was  held  with  Hoffein,  who  re- 
fufed  to  accept  the  terms  offered  him  :  the 
fons  of  Ali  alfo  feemed  little  inclined  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  letters  of  protection  and  paflports  of¬ 
fered  by  the  governor,  inveighing  againft 
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him,  and  faying,  that  the  proteition  of  God 
was  better  than  that  of  the  fon  of  Som¬ 


miah*.  Amer,  finding  that  nothing  could 
bring  Hoffein  to  reafon,  and  that  he  fhould 
rifque  his  own  deftruition  in  not  obeying  the 
Caliph’s  orders,  refolved  to  attack  the  fon  of 


Ali. 


Hoffein  made  the  beft  preparations  he 
could  for  his  defence  ;  and  as  the  number  of 
his  men  was  very  fmall,  in  companion  to  his 
enemies,  he  fo  formed  his  difpofition,  as  to 
prevent  being  forced  in  his  camp.  He  caufed 
his  tents  to  be  ftrongly  corded  to  each  other, 
and  fo  difpofed  the  ropes  that  the  enemy 
could  not  get  between  them,  and  alfo  in 
the  night-time  covered  his  flanks  with  a  deep 
ditch,  which  was  filled  with  wood  and  cane, 
to  be  fet  on  fire  in  cafe  of  an  attack  there  ;  fo 
that  his  camp  was  only  acceffible  in  front. 


Combats  be-  The  next  morning  Hoffein  drew  up  his 


of  a  numerous  and  weli-difciplined  army;  and 
if  he  was  not  immediately  defeated,  it  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  conduit  of  Yezid’s  officers,  who3 

*  Sommiah  was  a  loofe  woman,  by  whom  Abu-Soiian, 
father  of  Moawiyah,  had  a  fon  named  Ziyad,  who  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  Moawiyah  as  his  brother,  tho'  he  was  ille¬ 
gitimate.  So  that  the  imputation  of  baltardy  fell  dire&ly  on 
Ziyad,  rather  than  on  Obeidollah,  who  was  only  grandfon 
to  Sommiah  ;  but  they  reaped  up  the  fhame  of  the  father, 
in  order  to  infult  the  fon.  And  befides,  that  manner  of 
expreffion  is  not  uncommon  in  the  old  teftament. 

f  Confifting  only  of  32  horfe  and  40  foot. 
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inftead  of  falling  on  with  their  whole  body,  ^EZID* 
buffered  their  foldiers  fingly  to  fight  hand  to 
hand  with  the  foldiers  of  Hoffein  :  at  îeaft,  ^ 
fo  Arabian  hiftorians  relate  the  matter,  and 
we  cannot  contradict  them,  how  improbable 
foever  their  relation  may  be. 

It  is  in  truth  very  aftonifhing  to  fee  a  body 
of  troops  near  5000  flrong,  commanded  by 
an  officer  who  would  have  loft  his  head  in 
cafe  of  bad  fuccefs,  trifling  away  feveral  days 
in  accepting  challenges,  fighting  duels,  and 
tilting  with  a  troop  of  about  one  hundred 
perfons,  whom  they  had  orders  at  the  fame 
time  to  treat  as  rebels. 

Thefe  Angle  combats  lafted  three  days, 
during  which  Hoffein’s  champions  diftin- 
gtiifhed  themfelves,  and  almoft  always  were 
victorious. 

Amer,  finding  that  he  loft  the  braveft  ofHoffein  is 
his  men  in  thefe  combats,  would  not  permit kllled' 
them  to  accept  any  more  challenges.  He 
marched  up  all  his  troops  againft  Hoffein, 
and  the  affair  was  foon  over.  However, 
many  of  Amer’s  foldiers  fell  in  the  attack. 

Hoffein’s  men,  refolving  to  fell  their  lives  dear, 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  bravery;  at  laft 
their  chief,  having  been  wounded  with  a 
fword  on  the  head,  and  having  received 
thirty-three  other  wounds,  expired,  covered 
with  blood.  Then  they  cut  off  his  head,  in 
order  to  fend  it  to  Obeidollah. 

A  Cufian,  named  Haula,  was  chofen  for 
that  purpofe.  As  he  arrived  late  at  Cufah, 
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he  found  the  gates  of  the  cadle  fhut;  he 
therefore  went  to  his  own  houfe  to  pals  the 
night,  and  deferred  waiting  on  the  governor, 
till  the  next  morning.  He  awaked  his  wife, 
who  was  in  bed,  and  acquainted  her  with 
the  caufe  of  his  coming  in  fuch  hade  to 
Cufah.  “  I  have  brought  with  me,”  faid  he, 
<c  a  rarity,  upon  which  the  Caliph  will  fet  the 
higheft  value.”  His  wife,  eagerly  afking  what 
it  was;  “It  is  Hoffein’s  head,”  replied  he. 
“  Here  it  is  ;  I  am  commanded  to  prefent  it  to 
the  governor.”  The  woman  in  a  rage  imme¬ 
diately  leaped  out  of  bed,  not  that  fhe  was 
terrified  at  the  fight,  for  the  generality  of 
the  Arabian  women  being  accuftomed  to  fol¬ 
low  the  armies,  were  ufed  to  the  mod  bloody 
adventures:  but  Hofiein  being,  by  Fatima 
his  mother,  the  prophet’s  grandfon,  that  rea- 
fon  alone  had  a  drange  efifedt  upon  the  wo¬ 
man’s  mind.  sc  By  the  only  God,”  faid  fhe* 
“  I  will  never  lie  again  in  the  fame  bed  with 
the  man  who  has  brought  me  the  head  of 
the  grandfon  of  his  apoftle.” 

The  Muflulman,  who,  according  to  the 
cudom  of  his  nation,  had  more  wives  than 
one,  procured  another,  who  was  not  fo  dif¬ 
ficult,  to  fupply  her  place.  But  the  poor 
woman  reported,  that  die  could  not  deep  all 
night,  becaufe  of  a  light  which  die  faw 
dreaming  up  towards  heaven  from  the  place 
where  Hoffein’s  head  lay. 

The  next  morning  Haula  came  to  the 
cadle,  and  prefented  the  head  to  Obeidollah. 

He 
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He  at  firft  viewed  it  with  a  brutal  plea (h re  ; 
then  treated  it  reproachfully,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  living  objedt,  and  ft  ruck  it  over  the  mouth 
with  his  ftick.  An  old  man  who  was  then 
prefent,  took  the  liberty  of  reproving  the  go¬ 
vernor  for  his  behaviour,  and  told  him  that 
he  ought  to  have  fhewed  more  refpeft  to  the 
headof Hoflein.  “  For,’7  faidhe,“  Ihavefeen 
the  lips  of  the  apoftle  of  God  upon  thofe  lips.” 
Obeidollah  was  highly  difpleafed  at  the  re¬ 
proof,  and  told  Zeid-ebn-Arkom,  (for  fo  he 
was  called)  that  had  he  not  a  reverence  for 
his  age,  he  would  that  moment  have  can  fed 
his  head  to  be  ft  ruck  off*. 

When  he  confidered  the  difcourfe  of  this 
old  man,  he  forefaw  that  Hoflein’s  death 
would  be  laid  to  his  charge  ;  he  doubted  not, 
but  that  his  enthufiaftic  followers  would 
frame  a  multitude  of  idle  and  ridiculous  tales 
and  fancies  ;  which,  tho’  defpicable  in  the 
main,  would  be  of  confiderable  ufe  in  railing 
the  credit  of  the  fadtion  of  the  Alians. 

However,  he  ftill  perfevered  in  the  fame 
fentiments  :  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
treated  the  head  of  Hoflein,  fhewed  what 
thofe  of  his  family  muff:  expedt  :  they  were 
indeed  all  made  prifoners  in  that  jundiure. 

Zeinab,  Hoflein’s  After,  was  brought  to 
the  caftle,  with  Ali,  fon  of  that  unfortunate 
prince,  and  a  daughter  then  young.  Obei¬ 
dollah  treated  Zeinab  with  great  haughtinefs. 
He  exulted  on  the  fuccefs  of  Yezid’s  arms, 
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Yezid.  and  triumphed  in  the  fall  of  Hoffein  and  his 
Hcgyra  6 1 .  adherents. 

Ch.  ar.  680.  Zeinab,  who  was  a  woman  of  great  un- 
derftanding,  and  of  hill  greater  courage, 
plainly  told  Obeidollah,  that  God  would  call 
him  to  judgment  for  his  wicked  dealings  to¬ 
wards  the  family  of  the  prophet  ;  which  en¬ 
raged  him  much,  and  he  replied  with  great 
heat  and  paffion  ;  but  having  been  reminded 
by  one  of  his  friends  that  {he  was  a  woman, 
and  that  it  was  beneath  him  to  be  offended 
at  what  (lie  faid,  he  was  pacified,  and  com¬ 
mended  her  for  her  good  qualities.  He 
owned  file  was  a  true  daughter  of  Ali,  who, 
he  confeffed,  was  a  man  of  great  note 
amongft  the  Muffulmen,  and  equally  famous 
for  bravery,  and  his  admirable  skill  in  poe¬ 
try  :  an  accomplishment,  which,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  was  by  the  Arabians  let  on 
a  level  with  courage. 

She  faves  the  But  altho*  Obeidollah  had  been  fo  liberal 
Me  °f  H°0  praifes  of  Ali  and  Zeinab,  it  did  not 

Î"X 7  3  1 0  * 

preveht  him  from  forming  a  refolution  of 
putting  the  young  Ali  (Hoffein’s  fon)  to 
death.  Zeinab,  who  heard  the  fatal  order 
ifliied,  that  mu  ft  deprive  her  of  a  nephew 
file  dearly  loved,  fued  for  his  pardon,  and 
even  offered  to  fuffer  death  in  his  ftead.  ct  If 
you  have  not  yet  drank  deep  enough  of  the 
*  blood  of  our  family,”  faid  file  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  cc  add  to  it  mine.”  Obeidollah  feemed  to 
be  ftruck  at  the  uncommon  affecftion  file 
fhewed,  and  Zeinab  continued  to  plead  for 

her 


the  ARABIANS, 


17 

Yezid. 


I  her,  nephew  in  fo  moving  a  manner,  that  at 
laft  he  was  forgiven  and  difrnifled.  This  was  J'^S7ra  ^  • 
the  fécond  time  that  child  had  run  the  rifque  1  ær’  J  °* 

:  of  his  life  ;  for  at  the  time  of  his  father’s 
j  death,  he  was  doomed  to  deftrudion  upon 
j  the  field  of  battle,  but  he  was  faved  by  an 
ii  officer,  and  was  afterwards  called  Zein  Ala- 
bedin,  which  fignifies,  the  ornament  of  the 
I  religious. 

As  to  the  unfortunate  Hoffein,  his  body 
i  was  buried  in  the  plain  of  Kerbela,  on  the 
à  fpot  where  the  battle  was  fought  ;  and  a  no¬ 
il  ble  maufoleum  was  afterwards  eroded  over 
his  grave.  His  head  was  fir  ft  fet  up  in  Cu¬ 
ll  fah,  and  afterwards  carried  about  the  ftreets, 
to  (trike  the  party  of  the  Allans  with  terror, 

]  but  that  fpedacle  did  not  anfwer  the  end 
j:  which  Obeidollah  expeded  from  it. 

The  governor  went  from  the  caftle  to  the  The  governor5 
chief  Mofque,  and  afcending  the  pulpit,  he  rsv3Îes  trie 
reviled  the  memory  of  Hoffein,  in  a  fpeech  Hoffein. 
which  began  thus  :  “  Praifed  be  God,  who 
hath  manifeftly  (hewn  the  truth,  and  thofe 
that  follow  it,  and  hath  affifted  Yezid  the 
governor  of  the  faithful,  and  his  party,  and 
deftroyed  the  liar,  and  the  fon  of  the  liar, 

Ploffein  the  fon  of  Ali  and  his  party.” 

Thefe  words  fo  highly  provoked  Alfs  The  Alians 
party,  that  feveral  of  them  rofe  up  in  great  re'fent  164 
indignation,  in  order  to  depart.  Amongft 
the  reft,  was  a  venerable  citizen,  who  was 
blind  of  both  his  eyes,  which  he  had  loft  in 
-  two  feveral  battles,  and  who  ufed  to  continue 
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Yezid.  ;n  the  Mofque,  praying  from  morning  till 
Hegyra  6 1.  night.  He  hearing  Obeidollah’s  fpeech,  cried 
Ch.  acr.  600.  ou^  cc  q  pon  Merjana*,”  faidhe,  “the  liar, 

the  fon  of  the  liar,  are  you,  and  your  father,  and 
he  who  made  you  governor,  and  his  father.  O 
fon  of  Merjana,  you  kill  the  prophets,  and 
fpeak  the  words  of  honed;  men.” 

The  governor,  in  a  rage,  caufed  the  man  to 
be  forthwith  feized  ;  but  feme  of  his  party 
rofe,  and  refcued  him  from  the  guards.  O- 
beidollah  finding  the  ferment  fo  great,  was 
unwilling  to  carry  matters  to  extremity,  for 
fear  of  creating  a  greater  difguft  by  a  nume¬ 
rous  execution.  However,  in  a  few  days, 
the  blind  man  was  taken  and  put  to  death, 
and  his  body  hanged  on  a  gibbet  in  the  fquare 
before  the  Mofque.  This  execution  quelled 
the  mutineers,  whofe  infurredlion  was  dis¬ 
approved  of  by  the  more  moderate  Alians  : 
the  generality  of  them  even  blamed  the 
rafhnefs  of  that  Muffulman,  fearing  he  there¬ 
by  had  brought  ruin  not  only  on  himfelf,  but 
on  the  whole  party  alfo. 

When  Obeidoilah  had  fully  glutted  his 
vengeance,  he  fent  the  head  of  Hoffein  to 
Damafcus,  together  with  Zeinab  and  the  reft 
of  the  family.  He  alfo  fent  a  letter  by  the 
commander  of  the  troops  that  efcorted  them, 
to  Yezid,  in  which  he  wifhed  him  joy  of  the 
vidlory  gained  by  his  forces,  as  well  as  of 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  oppofite  party, 

*  Obeidollah’s  mother  was  called  Merjana. 
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of  which,  he  faid,  he  had  fent  him  plain  and 
convincing  proofs. 

This  letter  did  not  meet  with  fo  favour¬ 
able  a  reception  as  Obeidollah  expected  :  Ye¬ 
zid  meant  only  to  keep  Hoflein  within  pro¬ 
per  bounds,  he  was  grieved  at  the  news  of 
his  death,  and  could  not  help  openly  blaming 
the  governor's  cruelty.  <c  God  curfe  the  fon 
of  Sommiah,”  laid  he,  fhedding  tears  :  t£  had 
Hoflein  been  in  my  power,  I  would  have 
forgiven  him  :  God  loved  Hoflein,  but  did 
not  fuffer  him  to  fucceed  in  his  defigns.” 

The  cornpaffion  with  which  the  Caliph 
was  filled,  on  hearing  of  the  unhappy  end  of 
Hoflein,  was  extended  to  his  whole  family. 
Yezid  ordered  the  wives  and  children  of  that 
ill-fated  prince  to  be  brought  before  him  $ 
but  he  was  moved  when  he  faw  them  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  mean  and  wretched  condition,  and 
repeating  his  imprecations  on  Obeidollah  ;  he 
laid  in  his  wrath,  £C  God  curfe  the  fon  of 
Sommiah,  if  he  had  been  the  father  of  thefe 
women  ought  he  to  have  fuffered  them  to 
have  appeared  in  fuch  a  wretched  condition  ?” 

The  fight  of  young  Ali  feemed  to  affedt 
him  the  more  fenfibly.  He  travelled  from 
Cufah  to  Damafcus  with  a  chain  about  his 
neck  ;  and  in  that  condition  was  brought 
before  the  Caliph.  Yezid  was  then  highly 
pleafed  that  he  had  not  liflened  to  the  cruel 
advice  which  had  been  given  him  by  Ali  ;  for 
on  information  being  received  at  court,  that 
he  had  haughtily  refufed  to  exchange  a  word 
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with  the  officers  of  the  effort,  during  the 
whole  journey,  one  of  the  Caliph's  counfellors 
reprelented  to  him,  that  the  young  prince 
might  one  day  become  very  formidable;  and 
it  was  necettary  to  deftroy  him,  “  For/’  faid 
he,  t£  no  man  would  bring  up  the  whelp  of  a 
cur  who  may  one  day  bite  his  matter.”  But 
other  counfellors  who  were  more  *  humane, 
oppofed  fuch  a  piece  of  cruelty,  and  their 
advice  prevailed. 

When  therefore  that  young  prince  ap¬ 
peared  at  court,  the  Caliph,  moved  at  the 
wretched  condition  he  faw  him  in,  caufed 
him  to  approach,  and  fpoke  to  him  with 
great  affability.  He  concluded  the  audience 
by  faying  to  him:  <c  Your  father  would  by 
force  have  deprived  me  of  my  throne  ;  but 
God  hath  otherwiff  ordered.”  Young  Ali 
brifkly  replied,  with  this  verfe  of  the  •f  Koran 
t£  No  accident  happeneth  in  the  earth,  not 
in  your  perfons,  but  the  fame  was  entered  in 
the  book  of  our  decrees,  before  we  created 
it.” 

The  Caliph  alfo  entertained  the  wives  of 
Hoffein,  and  the  reft  of  his  family  with  all 
poffible  civility  and  refpedt.  But  a  difpute 
fuddenly  arofe,  which  had  like  to  have  proved 
fatal.  A  Syrian  lord  having  taken  a  liking 


*  The  humane  counfellorsfaid  to  Yezid,  “  O  emperor  of 
the  faithful,  do  with  them  as  the  apofde  of  God  would  do, 
if  he  were  to  fee  them  in  this  their  condition.”  Which  moved 
the  Caliph  to  companion. 

t  Koran,  chap.  57. 
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to  Fatima,  Hoffein’s  youngeft  lifter,  who  Yezid. 
accompanied  Zeinab,  begged  the  Caliph  would  Hegyra6i. 
beftow  her  on  him.  Zeinab  did  not  ftay  68°* 

till  Yezid  had  returned  an  anfwer  to  the 
nobleman’s  requeft,  but  remonftrated  to  the 

JL  j 

Caliph,  that  as  the  Syrian  was  of  a  different 
fecft  from  her  lifter,  it  was  contrary  to  the 
law  of  the  apoftle  to  give  her  to  him  :  '£  it  is 
even  out  of  your  power”  laid  Ihe,  haughtily 
to  the  Caliph,  “  to  do  it.” 

Yezid,  enraged  to  lee  fuch  an  attempt 
made  on  his  authority,  anfwered  Zeinab, 
that  it  was  in  his  power,  and  he  would  do 
it  if  he  thought  fit.  The  daughter  of  Ali 
replied,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  force 
them  to  change  their  religion.  The  Caliph, 
raifing  himfelf  from  his  feat,  cried  out  in  a 
fury,  <c  Is  it  fo  then  that  you  dare  to  anfwer 
me  ?  it  is  your  father  and  brother  who  have 
renounced  the  true  religion.”  Zeinab,  with¬ 
out  being  difconcerted,  replied  in  an  ironical 
tone  ;  “  You  pretend  apparently  to  be  in  the 
right  way;  without  doubt  your  father  and 
mother  were  fo  alfo.”  The  Caliph,  who  now 
grew  more  furious,  was  going  to  have  treated 
her  with  very  opprobious  language,  when 
Zeinab,  who  ftill  preferved  her  ufual  pride 
and  grandeur,  faid,  cc  Though  I  am,  my  lord, 
a  woman  in  affliction,  you  are  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Faithful  ;  and  do  you  fo  un- 
juftly  abufe  your  power?  thefe  few  words 
conveyed  fo  fenfible  a  reproach,  that  the 
Çaliph  blulhed,  and  was  alhamed  of  having 
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abandoned  himfelf  to  paffion,  and  thought  he 
could  not  make  a  better  reparation  for  his 
fault  than  by  fhewing  now  as  much  affability 
and  politenelsas  he  before  had  violence  and  rage» 
He  therefore  gave  orders  to  conduit  Zeinab 
and  her  attendants  to  the  warm  baths,  and 
foon  after  fent  magnificent  robes  and  various 
kinds  of  refrefhments. 

The  Syrian  lord,  {till  hoping  that  the  Ca¬ 
liph  would  interpofe  his  authority  to  obtain 
him  Fatima,  renewed  his  petition  ;  but  Yezid 
gave  him  a  tart  denial,  and  bid  him  fpeak 
of  it  no  more. 

By  fo  happy  a  change  of  the  Caliph’s  dif- 
pofition,  in  favour  of  this  wretched  fa¬ 
mily,  they  were  amply  provided  of  all  necef- 
faries,and  found  the  bitternefs  of  their  part  mif- 
fortunes  a  little  alleviated.  Yezid  lodged  them 
all  in  his  palace;  and  even  grew  fo  fond  of 
Hoffein’s  two  fons,  Ali,  and  Amru,  that  he 
never  went  abroad  without  taking  them 
with  hirn.  Khaled,  Yezid’s  eldeft  fon,  alfo 
became  very  intimate  with  them,  and  the 
Caliph  took  a  lingular  pleafure  in  feeing  them 
play  together.  Being  one  day  defirous  of 
finding  out  the  temper  of  Amru,  who  was 
very  little,  he  afked  him  if  he  was  willing 
to  fight  with  his  fon  Khaled,  <c  why  not,” 
replied  he  with  vivacity,  <c  give  each  of  us 
a  fword.’? 

A  Syrian  lord  who  was  prefent,  beheld, 
with  admiration,  the  courage  and  refolution 
of  the  child  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  reflecting 

that 
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that  thofe  riling  qualities  might  in  time  afFedt  Yezid* 
the  peace  of  the  ftate,  and  that  Amru,  pur-  JceSyra  6l; 
fuing  the  fteps  of  his  father  Hoffein  might  13  r 
perhaps  occalion  a  revolution,  laid  to  Yezid, 

<c  Take  care,  and  be  allured  that  a  ferpent 
always  produces  its  like.”  Yezid  paid  little 
regard  to  the  prognoftic,  and  abated  nothing 
of  his  tendernefs  to  the  child  ;  nor  of  his  kind 
refpefts  towards  the  family  of  Hoffein. 

The  family  of  Hoffein  having  made  a  The  family  of 
long  flay  at  Damafcus,  notwithftanding  the  Hoffein  re¬ 
great  kindnefs  and  civility  with  which  the  t0  Me" 
Caliph  treated  them,  appeared  defirous  of 
returning  to  Arabia,  particularly  to  Medina  ; 
where  the  wives  of  Hoffein  were  difpofed  to 
fix  their  abode.  The  Caliph,  being  acquainted 
with  their  defires,  contented  to  them,  and 
ordered  every  thing  neceffary  to  be  prepared 
for  their  journey. 

When  the  Caliph  difmiffed  them,  he 
fhewed  great  concern  at  parting,  and  em¬ 
bracing  young  Ali  in  particular,  faid  to  him 
iC  Write  to  me  often,  and  vifit  me  when  you 
conveniently  can,  and  be  allured  that  what¬ 
soever  you  defire  fhall  be  done  for  you.” 

The  whole  family  therefore  left  Damafcus, 
efcorted  by  a  numerous  detachment,  which 
the  Caliph  had  put  under  the  command  of 
an  officer  of  note,  called  Noman-ebn-Bafhir. 

He  punctually  executed  the  Caliph’s  or¬ 
ders,  and  behaved  towards  them  with  the 
utmofl  civility  and  relpect  all  the  way. 

When  they  approached  Medina,  Fatima, 
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who  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of  that  of¬ 
ficer’s  great  politenefs,  vigilance  and  care, 
faid  to  her  fifter  Zeinab  ;  this  Syrian  hath 
behaved  fo  kindly  to  us,  that  I  think  we 
ought  to  make  him  a  prefent.  Zeinab  was 
of  the  fame  opinion,  but  the  difficulty  was, 
what  they  fhould  give  him,  for  they  were 
then  poffeffed  of  nothing  of  any  value,  fave 
their  bracelets.  “  Let  us  then  prefent  them 
to  him,  faid  the  girl  Zeinab  confenting, 
they  took  off  their  bracelets,  and  fent  them 
to  Noman  with  an  apology;  begging  he 
would  accept  of  them  as  a  fmall  token  of 
their  refpe£t  for  his  coartefy.  He  modeftly 
refufed  the  gift,  with  this  generous  anfwer  : 
<c  If  what  I  have  done  had  been  only  with 
a  view  to  worldly  intereft,  a  lefs  price  than 
your  jewels  had  been  fufficient,  but  all  that 
I  have  done  was  folely  to  pleafe  God  and  to 
teftify  the  fincere  regard  I  have  for  you  and 
for  all  who  are  followers  of  the  prophet.” 
He  then  took  his  leave  of  them  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Damafcus. 

This  unfortunate  family,  being  now  re¬ 
turned  to  Medina,  began  to  enjoy  a  tranquillity 
to  which  it  had  been  a  long  time  a  ftranger  ; 
yet  not  till  after  fliedding  many  tears  for 
the  cruel  death  of  the  unhappy  Hoifein, 

Some  authors  affure  us  that  the  head  of 
that  prince  was  alfo  fent  back  to  Medina, 
and  interred  near  his  mother  Fatima.  Others 
fay  that  it  remained  at  Damafcus,  and 
was  put  in  a  place  called  cc  Bal-aLFar 

radis,” 
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radis,”  that  is,  cc  The  gate  of  the  gardens,”  Yszid. 
And  that  afterwards  it  was  removed  to  Pa-pfgyra  x1’ 
leftine,  from  whence  it  was  carried  by  the  ”  8o‘ 

Caliphs  of  Egypt  and  buried  at  grand  Cario, 
and  a  monument  eredted  over  it,  which  was 
called  <c  Mefchaid  Hoflein,”  or  the  fepulchre 
of  Hoflein. 

But  this  account  cannot  be  depended 
upon.  Though  it  is  certain  that  the  fed t  of 
Ali  have  publifhed  whole  volumes  of  fables 
touching  the  fate  of  the  head  of  Hoflein, 
and  even  touching  the  place  where  the  reft 
of  his  body  was  buried,  which  we  have 
already  faid  was  Kerbela.  And  writers 
have  given  a  long  and  particular  account  of 
the  pilgrimages  made  to  his  tomb,  and  of 
the  great  miracles  faid  to  be  wrought  there. 

The  Perfians,  who  are  of  the  fedt  of  Ali,  Veneration 
have  to  this  day  the  greateft  veneration  for  ^ tlief  1>eTr‘  r 
that  Caliph,  and  his  two  fons,  Haffan  and  01 1  0i~ 
Hoflein,  whom  they  call  the  two  lords. 

But  they  chiefly  hold  in  reverence  Hoflein, 
whom  they  confider  as  a  martyr  :  he  is  as  it 
were  the  oracle,  the  faint,  or  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  the  idol  of  the  nation  ;  and  they 
fay,  that  if  Mahomet  could  return  upon 
earth  he  would  have  caufe  to  be  jealous  of 
the  great  regard  and  efteern  they  pay  to 
the  memory  of  his  grand- fon. 

The  peace  of  the  muflulman  empire  was  Revolt  of 
far  from  being  confirmed  by  the  death  0f  ;4bdal)^h  the 
that  prince.  Abdallah  the  ion  or  Zobeir, 
who  had  never  fubmitted  to  Yezid’s  go¬ 
vernment, 
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vernment,  declared  publickly  againfi:  him 
and  by  his  condudt  Ihewed  that  Yezid  had 
in  him  a  very  formidable  rival. 

Abdallah,  who  had  acquired  the  efteem 
and  good  will  of  the  Arabs  by  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  muffulman  religion,  and  more 
fo  by  his  mild  and  engaging  behaviour, 
made  fo  prudent  a  management  of  their 
difpofition  in  his  favour;  that  he  obtained 
his  ends  ;  and  was  folemnly  declared  Caliph 
of  Medina  and  Mecca. 

After  he  was  proclaimed  Caliph,  he  ha¬ 
rangued  the  people,  and  taking  advantage 
of  the  concern  that  was  in  general  exprefled 
for  the  lofs  of  Hoffein,  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
judice  them  againft  Yezid,  and  to  engage 
all  their  voices  in  his  own  favour.  He  re¬ 
called  to  their  minds  the  virtues  and  ex¬ 
cellent  qualities  of  that  illuftrious  grandfon 
of  the  prophet,  and  drew  a  moving  pidture 
of  the  perfidy  of  the  Cuffians,  who  had 
treated  him  with  indignity  after  having  in¬ 
vited  him  to  come  to  them.  And  obferving 
the  inclinations  of  the  people  of  Medina 
and  the  great  regard  that  they  had  for  the 
prince's  family;  he  affedted  to  fpeak  of 
them  with  fuch  refpect  and  veneration  as 
had  a  very  ftrong  effedt  over  the  whole 
nation  in  his  own  favour. 

He  adted  in  the  fame  manner  at  Medina, 
whither  he  went  fhortly  afterwards,  and 
where  he  was  received  with  the  fame  ac¬ 
clamations  as  at  Medina.  The  fpeeches  he 
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n  made  in  praife  of  Hoffein,  recalled  to  their  Yezid- 
i  i  minds  the  love  they  had  borne  to  that  prince,  ^eg}'ra  61  • 

,  t  ,  1  ,  .  oh,  ær.  680. 

I  and  they  were  ready  to  avenge  his  death,  by 

I  !  lhaking  off  the  yoke  that  had  occaiioned  it. 

Yezid  was  greatly  furprized  when  he 
N  heard  of  this  revolution.  He  wrote  letters 
1.1  full  of  menaces  againft  Abdallah,  and  even 
si  fent  a  filver  collar  to  the  governor  of  iMe- 
|  dina,  with  orders  to  put  it  about  his  neck, 

[!  and  fend  him  thus  to  Damafcus.  But  Ab¬ 
ri  dallah’s  party  was  fo  ftrong  that  the  governor 
;]  dared  not  attempt  to  put  the  Caliph’s  order 

II  in  execution. 

Amru-ebn-Saïd,  governor  of  Mecca,  was 
Ll  alfo  greatly  embaraffed,  when  he  faw  Ab- 
!:  d  all  ah  publickly  performing  the  fundtions 
I  of  Caliph.  He  found  it  neceffary  to  a£t 
I  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  circumfpedtion 
i  in  fo  critical  a  juncture.  And  finding  he 
^  was  not  able  to  cope  with  the  enemy,  he 
had  recourfe  to  diflimulation,  and  pretended 
that  he  only  waited  for  the  countenance  of 
fome  perfon  of  note  to  join  with  the  reft  of 
the  people. 

On  this  pretence  he  confulted  a  Mufful-  The  governor 
man  of  great  repute,  named  Abdallah,  the 
fon  of  Amru,  who  was  famous  for  his  pro-  touching  the 
found  underftanding,  who  ufed  to  ftudy  the  ot 
fears,  and  alfo  the  writings  of  the  jews,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  which  he 
had  carefully  examined.  The  governor 
having  fent  for  him,  afked  what  was  his 
:  opinion  of  what  had  happened  at  Medina 
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and  Mecca;  to  whom  he  boldly  replied., 
that  Abdallah  would  be  king,  and  con¬ 
tinue  fuch  to  his  death. 

This  prophetic  anfwer  being  fpread  through 
Arabia,  thofe  who  were  attached  to  Abdal- 
lah-ebn-Zobeir  grew  more  bold,  whilft  he 
made  ufe  of  every  means  to  preferve  himfelf 
for  the  throne.  In  the  mean  time  Amru, 
who  was  cautioned  by  this  prediction,  omit¬ 
ted  nothing  that  was  in  his  power  to  guard 
again  ft  the  defigns  of  the  new  Caliph. 

The  enemies  of  Amru  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  prejudice  thofe  who  were  near 
Yezid,  whom  they  boldly  accufed  of  negli¬ 
gence  or  cowardice  for  not  having  feized 
upon  Abdallah  when  he  fir  ft  revolted.  Ye¬ 
zid,  being  enraged,  removed  Amru,  and  put 
in  his  place  Waled  the  fon  of  Otbah  ;  who 
had  no  fooner  taken  poflefiion  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  than  he  caufed  a  great  number  of 
the  fervants  and  dependants  of  his  prede- 
ceffor  Amru  to  be  imprifoned.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  were  feized  on  the  very  firft  day  ;  and 
their  having  been  barely  acquainted  with  the 
laft  governor  was  enough  to  expofe  a  man 
to  the  violence  and  fury  of  Waled, 

So  harfh  a  conduct  difpleafed  every  one, 
and  Amru  thought  the  general  difcontent 
was  a  favourable  circumftance  for  prevailing 
on  his  friends  to  ftrike  a  blow  he  had  medi¬ 
tated,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs.  He 
fent  a  private  meffage  to  the  prifoners,  in¬ 
forming  them  that  he  was  going  to  Da- 

raafcus. 
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mafcus,  to  acquaint  the  Caliph  with  the 
fituation  of  affairs}  that  if  they  chofe  to 
join  him,  they  mult,  by  the  help  of  their 
numbers,  break  open  the  prifon.  He  affured 
them  that  they  lliould  be  duly  fupported 
in  cafe  of  oppofition,  and  that  they  fhould 
find  ready  in  the  ftreet  a  fufficient  number 
of  camels,  to  carry  them  to  that  city. 

Amru  took  the  advantage  of  going  to 
Damafcus,  where  he  was  well  received  by 
the  Caliph,  who  neverthelefs  reproached  him 
with  the  little  care  that  he  had  taken  of 
his  interefts  in  the  late  occurences.  cc  I  be- 
feech  you,  commander  of  the  faithful,  to 
hear  me,”  replied  Amru,  cc  That  which  is 
prefent”  added  he,  <c  you  can  better  fee 
than  what  is  oaffed,  the  Meccans  and  the 
Arabs  of  Hegiaz  were  fo  very  outragions, 
and  affembled  in  fuch  prodigious  numbers 
to  proclaim  Abdallah,  that  the  forces  which 
I  then  had  were  not  fufficient  to  attack  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  Abdallah,  who  was 
jealous  of  me,  was  always  upon  his  guard, 
and  never  appeared  but  with  a  great  number 
of  his  friends  to  attend  him.  It  is  true,  I 
affefted  a  great  deal  of  indifference  with 
regard  to  every  thing  that  happened;  but 
at  the  fame  time  I  was  watching  for  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  fieze  him.  I  very 
well  faw,  that  notwithftanding  his  great  cre¬ 
dit  and  his  able  politics,  that  he  was  embar- 
raffed  in  all  his  proceedings;  for  I  had 

taken 


189 

Yezid. 
Hegyra  62. 
Ch.  ær.  63 1. 

Amru  j  uni¬ 
fies  his  con¬ 
duct  before 
the  Caliph. 


1 go  The  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of 


Yezid. 

Hegyra  62. 

Ch.  ær.  681 . 


taken  care  to  guard  all  the  avenues  to  the 
city,  and  none  were  fuffered  to  enter  without 
telling  their  name.  Thofe  whom  I  found 
were  Abdallah’s  friends,  I  difmifled  imme¬ 
diately  without  any  further  inquiry  5  as  to 
thofe  who  appeared  to  have  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  him,  I  enquired  the  caufe  of 
their  coming  to  Mecca,  and  made  them 
tell  me  where  they  propofed  to  lodge  5  and 
in  confequence,  I  caufed  all  their  fteps  to 
be  clofely  wratched  ;  you  fee  wThat  I  thought 
fit  to  be  done  for  your  fervice.  And  now 
you  have  fent  Waled,  the  fon  of  Otbah, 
who,  (if  we  may  judge  from  the  beginning 
he  has  made)  will  give  you  fuch  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  adminidration  as  will  judify 
my  condudl,  and  convince  you  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  my  advice.” 

Yezid  was  greatly  ftruck  at  Amru’s  de¬ 
fence,  and  owned  it  had  furprized  him. 
He  expreffed  great  refentment  againd  thofe 
who  had  bafely  done  Amru  fo  ill  an  office, 
and  obligingly  told  him,  that  he  knew  his 
enemies  well,  and  was  perfuaded  there  was 
not  one  amongft  them  that  could  be  com¬ 


pared  with  him  for  probity  ;  he  from  that 
moment  took  Arpm  again  into  favour, 
defired  him  to  continue  at  court,  and  treated 
him  with  great  didindtion. 

Complaints  Publick  fame  foon  confirmed  what  Am- 

are  made  .  .  r  .  t  r  .  ^ 

againft  the  ril  had  laid  Or  tile  newr  governor.  Lom- 
new  governor  plaints  came  from  the  feveral  didridts  of 
of  Mecca.  Arabia,  and  at  lad  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir 

wrote 
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wrote  a  letter  to  Yezid,  in  which  he  com-  Yezid- 
plained  that  he  had  fent  a  man  to  be  go-  îJegyra  (l2' 
vernor  there,  who  was  ablolutely  incapable 
of  fo  important  a  truft.  And  he  at  the 
fame  time  even  gave  the  Caliph  to  under- 
ftand  that  he  would  recal  Waled,  and  fend 
one  in  his  place  with  whom  he  might  treat, 
and  who  had  the  means  of  accommodating 
thofe  troubles. 

This  letter  greatly  furprized  Yezid.  He 
was  pleafed  to  fee  his  rival  acknowledge  his 
power,  and  even  to  afk  of  him  the  exer- 
cife  of  it  in  the  very  city  of  which  Abdal¬ 
lah  had  caufed  him  to  be  proclaimed  Ca¬ 
liph.  As  this  letter  alfo  fpoke  of  a  peace, 
which  was  what  Yezid  wifhed  for,  he  im¬ 
mediately  took  the  proper  method  to  re- 
move  the  obftacles  that  oppofed  it,  and  re-  othman  in 
called  Waled,  and  appointed  in  his  place  his  place. 
Othman*,  a  relation  of  his  own.  He  was 
one  indeed  of  but  an  indifferent  underftand- 
ing,  devoid  both  of  fenfe  and  experience, 
in  a  word  very  incapable  of  unravelling  the 
intrigues  which  then  divided  the  empire  of 
the  Arabs. 

Othman  fet  out  for  Arabia,  and  flopping  Lehman  aO 

at  Medina,  received  the  fubmiflion  of  fome  [heTubmiffion 
of  them  who  acknowledged  Yezid,  which  of  the  Me- 
he  conlidering  as  the  a6t  of  the  whole  dmeie« 
nation,  imagined  from  thence  the  authority 
of  that  prince  to  be  founded  on  a  rock,  and 
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without  further  enquiry,  he  fent  ambaffa- 
dors  to  Damafcus  to  affure  the  Caliph  of 
the  obedience  of  the  Medinians. 

This  embaffy  was  more  hurtful  to  Yezid 
than  ail  the  plots  that  had  already  been  con¬ 
trived  again  ft  him.  The  extraordinary  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  court  where  the  fovereign 
paid  no  regard  either  to  religion,  or  even  to 
common  decency,  wras  ample  matter  of 
offence  to  the  ambaffadors.  And  in  fad: 
Yezid  paffed  his  days  in  indolence  and 
frivolous  amufements  :  he  minded  nothin e 

o 

but  fblendid  entertainments,  where,  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  muffulman  law,  they  drank 
all  forts  of  wine  to  the  utmoft  excels  ;  and 
his  evenings  were  ufually  fpent  in  company 
of  finging  and  dancing  women,  and  in 
converfation  with  buffoons  and  other  mean 
fellows. 

The  medinian  deputies  were  received 
with  great  pomp  and  civility.  They  con¬ 
tinued  fome  time  at  the  Caliph’s  court;  and 
at  their  departure  he  made  them  confider- 
able  prefents  :  but  all  he  could  do  was  not 
able  to  get  the  better  of  the  great  indigna¬ 
tion  and  contempt  they  had  conceived 
againft  him. 

o 

When  the  ambaffadors  returned  to  that 
city,  they  did  not  in  the  leaft  fpare  Yezid  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  gave  fuch  a  defeription 
of  the  debaucheries  of  his  court,  and  in 
particular  of  his  own  diforderly  life,  as  in¬ 
flamed 


ï 


the  A  R  A  B  ï  A  N  S.  '  ?  *93 


flamed  the  people  againft  him.  And  they,  YeziDa 
being  afhamed  of  obeying  a  prince  who 
they  judged  unworthy  to  rule  over  men, 
took  advantage  of  the  then  reigning  divifions 
to  thake  off  his  authority,  and  in  a.  private 
affembly  of  the  ambaffadors,  and  of  fome 
of  the  principal  mën  of  Medina,  after 
having  expatiated  on  the  caufes  of  complaint 
againft  that  prince,  they  declared  him  un¬ 
worthy  the  throne,  and  depofed  him  from 
the  Caliphate. 

Yezid  was  foon  informed  of  the  defcrip-  Yezîd  ordetè 
lion  which  the  ambaffadors  had  given  of  ABnu^> 
his  perfon  and  condud  at  Medina.  In  the  ambaffadors, 
firft  emotions  of  his  paffion,  he  refolved  to  to  be  feized; 
fend  a  body  of  troops  to  Medina,  to  punifh 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city;  but  hearing 
that  one  of  thofe  ambaffadors,  named  Al- 
mundir,  was  gone  to  Baforah,  and  had 
there  fpoke  of  him  full  as  injurioufly  as  the 
others,  he  determined  to  caufe  him  to  be 
feized,  and  by  punifhing  him,  to  intimi¬ 
date  his  fellows.  With  this  view  he  wrote 
to  Obeidollah,  who  was  theft  governor  of 
that  city,  and  commanded  him  to  bind  Al- 
mundir,  and  confine  him  ftridly  till  further 
orders. 


But  his  commands  were  not  executed.  The  governor 
Obeidollah,  who  had  long  entertained  a ct  Bdorah 
Friendfhip  for  Almundir,  took  meafures  for  means  for  Afo 
fending  him  out  of  Baforah,  without  run™  muiKiir  to  off 
ning  the  rifque  of  incurring  the  Caliph’s cape* 
refentment;  he  advifed  him  (as  the  moil 
Yofc.  Hi  O  certain 
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Yezid.  certain  way  of  fucceeding)  to  gain  fome  of 
ïlegyra  62.  ^  c]1jef  citizens,  and  then,  after  publick 
prayer,  one  day  to  repretent  that  he  came 
to  Baforah  on  private  affairs,  which  he  had 
fuccefsfully  terminated,  and  was  deftrous 
for  urgent  reafons  to  go  to  Medina  ;  but  he 
had  heard  that  the  governor  had  iffued 
orders  that  no  perfon  fhould  depart  without 
his  leave,  and  he  was  then  to  entreat  the 
affembly  that  they  would  intercede  with 
the  governor  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  go  about  his  buiinefs.  This  fcheme  fuc- 
ceeded,  as  it  had  been  forefeen.  The  in¬ 
habitants  loudly  required  that  Almundir 
might  be  permitted  to  leave  Baforah.  The 
governor  at  firft  made  fome  difficulty  ;  but 
he  was  forced  to  comply  with  their  requeft, 
and  he  was  delighted  to  have  that  feeming 
force  put  upon  him,  which  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  enabled  him  to  fave  his  friend,  proved 
his  own  fecurity  againft  the  Caliph's  dif- 
pleafure. 

Almundir  ex-  The  arrival  of  Almundir  at  Medina,  aug- 

the  Calîph!nft  mented  the  publick  hatred  againft  Yezid. 

He  confirmed  all  that  the  ambaffadors  had 
already  faid  to  the  difadvantage  of  that 
prince  ;  and  confeffed,  that  though  he  had 
received  confiderable  prefents  from  him,  he 
could  not  help  openly  fpeaking  his  fenti- 
merits  of  a  fovereign,  who  was  a  Mufful- 
man  only  in  name,  and  negledted  every  duty 
of  his  religion  $  who  gloried  in  his  fcanda- 

lous 
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1  tous  debaucheries,  and  by  his  example  drew  Yezid.. 

I  his  whole  court  into  the  utmoft  liber  tinifm.  ^esyra 

-T-  -r  •  -j  «  «  ,  ,  «  •  »  Cll.  £E1 .  U  o  I  » 

Yezid,  being  alarmed  at  his  eicape,  and 
i  vexed  at  the  reports  he  had  fpread  in  tlnfs  ofMec- 
Medina,  fent  to  that  city  Noman-ebn-  ca  and  Me- 
Baflhir  to  quiet  the  people,  and  perluade 
i  them  to  return  to  their  allegiance .  But 
Noman,  did  not  fucceed  :  on  the  contrary, 
that  envoy  having  threatened  them  with  a 
body  of  troops,  which  he  faid  the  Caliph 
I  would  certainly  fend  amongfi:  them  if  they 
perfifted  in  their  rebellion,  the  Medinians 
I  made  preparations  to  repel  force  with  force. 

They  adted  in  concert  with  the  Meccans, 
and  immediately  appointed  a  general  to 
command  their  army,  Abdallah-ben-Mothi 
was  appointed  to  head  the  Coreifchites, 
i  and  Abdallah,  the  ion  of  Hantéla,  com^ 
manded  the  Medinians. 

However,  before  they  entered  upon  adtion* 
another  deputation  was  fent  to  Damafcus, 
which  was  attended  with  no  better  fuccefs 
than  the  former.  Though  Yezid  made 
very  valuable  prefents  both  to  Abdallah- 
ebn-Hantela,  and  thofe  who  compofed  his 
train,  they  did  not  think  him  more  worthy 
the  Caliphate,  and  the  account  they  gave  at 
their  return  of  the  Caliph’s  perfon  and  court, 
was  full  as  unfavourable  as  that  which  was 
given  by  the  former  negotiators. 

In  this  year  the  Medinians  folemnly  de-Hegyraô^ 
dared  againft  Yezid*  They  broke  out  in-  ær* 
to  open  rebellion,  in  a  manner  which  bor- 
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dered  on  madnefs.  When  the  people  af- 
fembled  in  the  mofque  in  order  to  depofe 
him,  their  proceedings  were  tumultuous, 
and  without  the  lead:  form  or  order.  One 
of  them  rifing  up,  took  off  his  turban,  and 
threw  it  on  the  ground,  faying  at  the  fame 
time,  cc  I  lay  afide  Yezid,  as  I  lay  afide  this 
turban.”  In  a  moment  fuch  of  the  affembly 
as  were  within  hearing  followed  his  exam¬ 
ple  $  a  vaft  number  of  turbans  were  foon  flying 
about,  and  they  that  threw  them  repeated 
the  fame  form  of  words.  In  another  part 
of  the  mofque,  a  Mufllilman  pulled  off  his 
fhoe,  and  faid,  “  I  put  away  Yezid,  as  I  put 
away  this  fhoe.”  The  Muflulmen  who  were 
near  him,  alfo  pulled  off  their  fhoes  and 
threw  them  down,  repeating  what  he  had 
faid.  And  thus  was  Yezid  folemnly  de- 
pofed  from  the  fovereign  power. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  after  the  Me- 
dinians  had  proceeded  thus  far,  they  would 
endeavour  to  compleat  their  work.  Oth- 
man,  governor  of  Mecca,  who  had  remained 
at  Medina  during  all  the  difturbance,  was 
driven  out,  and  the  whole  family  of  Om¬ 
ni  i  y  ah,  with  all  their  friends  and  dependants, 
were  fentenced  to  be  banifhed.  But  inftead 
of  obeying  the  fentence,  they  ftaid  in  Me¬ 
dina,  and  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of 
Merwan-ebn-Hakem,  governor  of  the  city, 
where  the  Medinians  clofely  befieged  them. 
But  as  the  Ommiyans  confifted  of  about  one 
thoufand  men,  and  as  the  governor  was 

alfo 
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alfo  provided  of  fome  forces  to  defend  him-  Yezid* 

I;  felf,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  hold  the  ^gyra  p/ 

1  befiegers  in  play  ;  and  the  Ommiyans  had 
i  time  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  Damafcus,  to  in¬ 
form  Yezid  of  the  dangerous  fituation  they 
were  in,  and  of  the  event  which  had  oc- 
J  cafioned  it. 

The  Caliph,  enraged  at  the  revolt  of  the  Amru  re- 
I  Medinians,  at  laft  refolved  to  put  in  execu-  ^^the01*1* 

I  tion  the  menaces  he  had  fo  often  uttered,  troops  lent 
;  of  punching  their  infolence.  To  this  end  againft  the 
j  he  held  a  conference  with  Amru-ebn- Medmianc,i 
:  Saïd,  who  agreed  there  was  no  time  to 
1  lofe,  and  that  a  body  of  troops  mu  ft  be 
I  fent  to  Medina.  He  even  gave  fome  advice 
i  in  what  manner  the  enterprize  ffiould  be 
i  conducted  5  and  the  Caliph  was  fo  pleafed 
i  with  the  methods  Amru  propofed,  that 
he  offered  him  the  chief  command  of  the 
:  expedition.  But  the  latter  excufed  himfelf 
:  on  divers  accounts,  and  amongft  others, 

I  that  as  the  Meccans  had  concurred  with 
I  the  Medinians,  the  Coreifchites,  which  was 
:  one  of  the  chief  tribes  of  Mecca,  would 
f  warmly  engage  in  the  war,  and  there  would 
;  doubtlefs  be  a  very  great  effufion  of  blood  ; 

:  to  which  he  could  by  no  means  contribute, 

;  !  as  he  was  fo  nearly  related  to  the  chiefs  of 
L  that  tribe. 

Yezid  feemed  convinced  by  thefe  reafons,  ^eZîci  &ives  . 

.  rr  1  i  •  r  i  J  tt  r  r  the  commana 

!  and  prelled  him  no  farther,  irie  lent  rortoMdlem, 
v\  Meilem,  the  fon  of  Okbad,  an  officer  of 
il  ”  great  merit,  who  willingly  accepted  the 

O  3  command. 
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command,  though  he  was  very  aged  and 
infirm.  But  this  he  did  rather  with  a  view 
to  fubdue  the  rebellious  Medinians,  than  to 
relieve  the  Qmmiyans,  who  had  taken  fhelter 
in  the  caftle.  He  maintained  that  they 
were  cowards,  and  did  not  deferve  to  be 
afiifted,  fince,  beingffo  numerous,  they  had 
differed  themfelves  to  be  fhut  up,  inftead 
of  cutting  a  way  through  their  enemies 
fword  in  hand,  and  making  a  gallant  re¬ 
treat.  And  he  even  propofed  to  the  Caliph 
that  he  might  halt  near  Medina,  and  not 
afiift  them  till  they  deferved  encouragement 
by  exerting  themfelves. 

But  Yezid  did  not  relifli  this  advice;  he 
told  Meflem  his  life  would  be  a  burden  to 
him  if  they  were  not  fafe,  and  therefore  he 
muff  extricate  them  whether  they  deferved 
it  or  not  :  but  to  avoid  too  great  an  effufion 
of  blood,  he  commanded  the  general  to 
fummon  the  town  on  his  arrival;  to  repeat 
the  fummon s  the  fécond  day,  in  cafe  they 
refilled  to  furrender  ;  and  to  do  the  like  the 
third  day:  after  which  he  fhould  ftorm 
the  city,  and  give  it  up  for  three  days  to 
the  mercy  of  the  foldiers.  He  neverthelefs 
gave  particular  directions  touching  young 
Ali  and  his  family.  “  I  know,”  faid  the 
Caliph,  cc  that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  fa¬ 
mily  are  concerned  in  the  meafures  of  the 
rebels,  wherefore  be  careful  of  their  fafety, 
and  drew  them  the  utmoft  refpeét.” 


Thefe 
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Thefe  orders  given,  the  Caliph  reviewed  Yezid* 
his  troops,  which  amounted  to  twelve  thou-  Seg>Ta  6^* 
fand  horfe,  and  five  thoufand  foot;  he  in¬ 
verted  Meflem  with  the  command,  and 
caufed  him  to  march  forthwith. 

The  Medinians  were  not  intimidated  on  Tîie  Medînî- 
the  approach  of  the  Caliph’s  troops.  They  j^^and 
rejected  the  fummons  with  contempt,  and  forced  to  fur- 
obliged  Meflem  to  attack  them  in  form.render- 
They  for  fome  time  made  a  bold  and  vigo¬ 
rous  defence,  but  their  chief  officers  having 
been  flain  in  feveral  attacks,  and  finding 
that  they  rtiould  foon  be  in  want  of  provi- 
lions,  they  began  to  think  of  their  fafety, 
and  propofed  a  capitulation. 

The  general  anfwered,  that  as  they  had 
refufed  the  offers  he  made  the  three  firft 
days  after  his  arrival,  he  would  not  re¬ 
ceive  them  but  at  difcretion  ;  and  the  Me¬ 
dinians  were  reduced  to  fuch  extremity, 
that  they  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  will 
of  the  conqueror.  They  therefore  opened 
their  gates,  and  Meflem  entered  the  city  at 
the  head  of  his  troops  fword  in  hand. 

For  fome  time  no  diforders  were  committed  ; 
the  general  having  commanded  the  foldiery 
to  remain  quiet,  till  he  fhould  give  the 
lignai,  and  they  continued  under  arms  ex-» 
pedling  his  orders. 

Meflem  ufed  that  precaution,  that  he  Ali’s  family 
might  have  time  to  fecure  Ali,  and  the  reft  h\vcdd  from 
of  Hoftein’s  family,  as  the  Caliph  had  com-1 
manded.  He  therefore  fent  for  them,  and 
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they  came  before  him  full  of  fear,  as  men 
that  expedted  to  be  the  fir  ft  vidtims  immo¬ 
lated  to  the  Caliph’s  fury;  but  they  were 
agreeably  furprized  when  the  general  treated 
them  with  great  goodnefs  and  affability, 
ftrove  to  quiet  their  fears,  and  gave  to  Ali, 
who  was  at  their  head,  the  utmoft  proofs 
of  efteem,  and  even  of  refpedt.  He  caufed 
Ali  to  mount  on  his  own  camel,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  large  body  of  troops  to  efçort  him 
and  his  family  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

This  done  he  gave  the  lignai,  and  the 
çity  was  given  up  to  the  fury  of  the  foldiers. 
They  put  all  to  the  fword  that  they  met, 
except  about  a  thoufand  women,  whom 
they  got  with  child  ;  as  to  pillage,  they  made 
no  diftindtion  ;  they  plundered  every  thing 
that  was  valuable,  and  fet  fire  to  what  they 
çould  not  carry  away. 

Meilem,  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
Medinians,  led  his  vidtorious  army  to  Mecca, 
with  a  defign  either  to  feize  Abdallah,  or 
to  ruin  the  city,  in  cafe  the  inhabitants  fhould 
make  any  refiftance  ;  but  that  general  was 
feized  on  the  road  with  a  diftemper  that 
carried  him  off  almoft  fuddenly.  The  com¬ 
mand  having  devolved  by  right  on  a  captain 
named  Hoffein,  whom  Yezid  had  appointed 
lieutenant-general,  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  Syrian  army,  who  continued 
their  march,  and  fhortly  appeared  under 
the  walls  of  Mecca,  to  which  they  laid 
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The  operations  of  the  befiegers  were  not 
attended  with  the  fuccefs  the  general  ex~  68-* 
pedted.  Abdallah,  fince  he  had  fixed  his 
refidence  in  that  city,  had  caufed  fome  ad¬ 
ditional  works  to  be  eredted,  which  rendered 
the  approaches  to  it  very  difficult  ;  infomuch 
that  Hoffein,  who  expedted  to  have  taken 
the  place  after  a  very  fhort  fiege,  had  furi- 
oufly  battered  the  walls  near  forty  days 
without  making  any  confiderable  impreffion 
upon  them.  However  he  ftill  continued 
the  fiege,  and  pufhed  on  the  works  fo 
vigorously,  that  he  fet  fire  to  part  of  the 
city,  and  with  his  batterring  engines  de- 
ftroyed  the  moft  confiderable  edifices.  The 
Syrians,  encouraged  by  thefe  advantages, 
depended  upon  taking  Mecca,  and  making 
it  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  Medina,  but  a 
piece  of  news  arrived,  which  put  an  end  to 
all  hoftilities. 

Yezid  was  no  more.  That  Caliph  died  Hegyra  64. 
at  Hawwarin,  a  city  of  Syria,  in  the  territories Ch'  ær‘  6§3' 
of  Hems,  after  having  reigned  three  years  of 
and  fix  months.  So  foon  as  the  account  of 
his  death  reached  the  Syrian  camp,  Hoffein  Abdallah  de- 
caufed  the  attack  to  ceafe,  and  demanded  a  ^ognkedby 
conference  with  Abdallah.  The  latter  having  Hodlm’s 
confented,  was  much  furprized  to  hear  arm^ 
Hoffein  make  an  offer  of  acknowledging 
him  as  Caliph,  and  joining  him  with  his 
whole  army.  Having  reflected  fome  time 
on  fo  advantageous  an  offer,  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  truft  Hoffein  ;  he  thanked  that 
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officer  for  his  good  will,  and  told  him,  that 
for  many  reafons  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 
he  could  not  poffibly  accept  his  offer. 

We  are  not  told  what  was  the  motive  to 
his  refufal.  Perhaps  he  fufpedted  that  Hof- 
fein  meant  to  enfnare  him  by  fuch  fpecious 
propcfals.  However  it  was,  he  returned 
into  the  city,  and  in  a  lliort  time  Hoffein 
can  fed  his  troops  to  decamp,  and,  together 
with  Merwan-ebn-Hakem,  and  thofe  of 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who  had  remained 
at  Medina  with  that  governor,  (where  he 
protected  them  from  all  attempts  of  Ab-* 
dallah’s  party)  marched  into  Syria. 

The  fubjedts  of  Yezid  did  not  lament  his 
death.  That  Caliph  had  rendered  himfelf 
odious  and  defpicable  on  account  of  his 
luxury  and  debauchery,  and  efpecially  of 
his  irréligion.  It  could  not  be  laid  to  his 
charge  that  he  favoured  one  fedi  more  than 
another.  He  equally  defpifed  them  all, 
and  took  a  pleafure  in  openly  infringing  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  eftablifhed  by  Mahomet,. 
He  was  the  firft  Caliph  that  drank  wine 
publickly,  and  was  waited  upon  by  eunuchs. 
Befides,  he  was  fond  of  dogs,  for  which  he 
was  reproached  by  the  more  fcrupulous  Ma» 
hometans,  who  held  that  animal  in  utter 
deteftation. 

He  likewife  drew  on  himfelf  the  hatred 
of  the  people,  on  account  of  two  vices  which 
feem  very  oppofite,  I  mean,  prodigality 
and  covetoufnefs,  which  he  carried  to  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  excefs.  Being  greedy  of  the  pro-  Yezid* 
perty  of  others,  he  often  plundered  the  ^,eg}Ja 
honeft  fubjeft  of  the  money  he  had  labo-  ær‘ 
rioufly  gained;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  lavifhed  away  great  fums  on  women  of 
a  debauched  life,  mulicians,  and  bafe  cour¬ 
tiers,  who  meanly  applauded  -  him  for  his 
luxury  and  other  irregularities. 

The  only  merit  arabian  writers  allow  him 
is,  that  he  excelled  in  poetry*.  That  talent, 
fo  unlikely  to  make  a  fovereign  refpedable, 
was,  as  we  have  obferved,  held  in  great 
efteem  by  the  Muftulmen  3  it  went  hand  in 
hand  (if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion) 
with  bravery,  and  was  a  part  of  the  enco¬ 
mium  of  the  greateft  captains. 

A  tafte  for  poetry  was  inftilled  into  him 
from  his  infancy  by  his  father  Moawiyah, 
who  had  married  Moflem,  Yezid’s  mother, 
only  becaufe  fhe  was  an  excellent  poetefs. 

He  ordered  that  in  his  fon’s  education,  the 
ftudy  of  poetry  fhould  not  be  forgot  ;  and, 
unhappily  for  that  young  prince,  it  was 
the  only  part  of  education  in  which  he 
fucceeded  :  for  in  other  refpedls  he  had 
none  of  thofe  qualities  by  which  a  fovereign 
acquires  the  efteem  and  veneration  of  pof- 
terity.  And  therefore  fome  arabian  authors 
fay,  that  to  make  the  empire  of  the  Muf¬ 
fulmen  flourifh,  it  ought  to  be  in  the  hands 

*•  It  is  faid  by  fome,  that  his  chief  talent  lay  in  making  a 
drunken  catch, 
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of  princes  either  pious,  fuch  as  were  the 
four  firft  Caliphs,  or  liberal  as  Moawi- 
yah  ;  but  when  it  was  governed  by  a 
prince  who  had  neither  piety  nor  generality, 
fuch  an  one  as  Yezid  was,  all  would  be 
loft. 

Though  Yezid  had  poffeffed  ever  fo  many 
virtues,  yet  his  having  permitted  the  city  of 
the  prophet  to  be  plundered  and  profaned, 
would  have  obfcured  them  all.  That  prince 
did  not  defign  to  confider  that  Medina  had 
ferved  as  a  retreat  to  the  primitive  Mufful- 
men,  and  that  therein  were  carefully  pre- 
ferved  the  precious  remains  of  the  founder 
both  of  the  ftate  and  of  his  religion.  Thefe 
confiderations  were  not  fufficient  to  reftrain 
his  fury  ;  and  he  allowed  his  foldiers  to 
commit  fuch  outrages  in  the  city,  during 
three  days,  that  devout  Muffulmen  do  not 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  God  dealt  with  him  as 
a  tyrant,  and  cut  him  off*  in  the  flower  of 
his  age,  as  a  judgment  upon  him  for  his. 
prefumption. 

Under  his  Caliphate  the  Muffulmen  con¬ 
quered  all  Chorafan,  and  put  the  ftates 
of  the  prince  of  Samarcand  under  con¬ 
tribution.  Salem,  the  fon  of  Ziyad,  who 
was  then  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  commanded  upon  that  expedi¬ 
tion. 

Yezid  left  feveral  children  behind  him; 
but  mention  is  made  only  of  Moawiyah, 
the  fécond  of  that  name,  who  fucceeded 

him, 
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him,  and  Khaled,  who  did  not  attain  the  ^EZID* 
Caliphate  after  his  brother’s  abdication,  be-  6,f 
caule  he  was  then  too  young. 

M  O  A  W  I  Y  A  H  II. 


The  EIGHTH  CALIPH. 

O  foon  as  Yezid  was  dead,  his  fon  Moawiyah 

II. 

Damafcus.  He  was  aman  of  fo  weak  a  chaser!  6  83. 
conftitution,  that  his  life  could  not  be  much 
depended  on.  The  bad  example  of  his 
father  had  in  no  wife  influenced  his  educa-  * 

tion  ;  and  though  he  was  the  fon  of  a  man 
who  gloried  in  his  impiety,  he  on  the  con¬ 
trary  was  very  religious.  He  was  of  the 
fedt  of  the  Alkadarij,  a  branch  of  the  Mo- 
tazeli.  Thofe  fedtaries  aflerted  that  all  the 
adtions  of  man  depended  on  his  free  will  ; 
whereas  the  other  Muflulmep  maintained, 
that  God,  by  his  determinate  decrees,  was 
the  immediate  caufe  of  all  human  adtions. 

The  Alkadarij,  as  well  as  the  Motazeli, 
rejedted  that  opinion,  holding,  that  it  de- 
ftroyed  the  liberty  of  man,  and  made  God 
the  author  of  evil. 

Though  Moawiyah  had  by  birth  a  right  Moawiyah 
to  the  throne,  and  though  he  was  placed  ^ther  h 
on  it  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  peo-  ought  to  ao 
pie,  he  was  not  dazzled  by  the  glitter  of  a  cept  the  Ca- 
crown.  Before  he  accepted  it,  he  was  re~liphaiS" 

folved 
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folved  to  afk  council,  and  know  if  he  was 
fit  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  government. 
He  therefore  fent  for  a  venerable  Mufiul- 
man,  named  Omar  al-Mekfous,  who  had 
been  his  mafter,  and  in  whom  he  placed 
the  greateft  confidence.  He  propofed  the 
difficulty  to  Omar,  and  afked  him  whether 
he  ought  to  accept  the  Caliphate  or  not. 

Omar,  who  in  all  probability  was  de- 
firous  of  fetting  before  his  eyes  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  truft  in  queftion,  and  how 
grievous  a  thing  it  would  be  if  he  fhould 
follow  his  father’s  fteps,  told  him,  that  if 
he  found  himfelf  able  to  adminifter  im¬ 
partial  juftice  to  the  Mufiulmen,  and  to 
acquit  himfelf  of  all  the  duties  of  that 
dignity,  he  ought  to  accept  it;  otherwife 
he  could  not  in  confidence  take  the  burthen 
upon  him. 

However,  Moawiyah  accepted  the  crown  : 
but  from  that  very  moment  he  afcended  the 
throne,  his  mind  was  filled  with  reflections 
on  the  engagements  he  had  entered  into, 
and  he  was  conftantly  employed  in  examin¬ 
ing  if  he  was  able  to  perform  them.  In 
fhort,  he  had  fcarce  reigned  fix  weeks, 
when  he  came  to  a  refolution  of  furrender- 
i nz  the  crown. 

To  this  end  he  convened  the  chief  of- 
’fixers  of  the  date,  imparted  to  them  his 
defign,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  mo¬ 
tives  to  it.  He  told  them,  that  when  he 
firft  entertained  the  thoughts  of  abdicating, 
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he  defigned  to  have  followed  the  examples  Moawiyah 
of  Abubecre  and  Omar,  in  taking  meafures  He  ^  6 
for  appointing  a  fucceffor  worthy  to  rule  ch  ær<  683. 
over  them  ;  but  fearing  thofe  meafures  would 
render  him  in  fome  fort  accountable  for  the 
choice  that  Ihould  be  made  in  confequence 
of  them,  he  was  refolved  to  make  a  pure 
and  abfolute  resignation,  and  to  leave  the 
choice  of  a  fuccelTor  entirely  at  their  dif- 
pofal. 

The  nobles  earneftly  intreated  him  ftili 
to  keep  a  dignity,  to  which  he  had  fo  juft 
a  right.  And  on  his  refufal,  they  delired 
that  he  would  at  lead;  choofe  a  perfon  from 
amongft  them,  whom  he  Should  judge 
worthy  to  fucceed  to  the  Caliphate  3  but  the 
young  prince  remaining  inflexibly  fixed  in 
the  refolution  he  had  taken,  they  were 
forced  to  delift.  Moawiyah  therefore  made 
a  folemn  and  formal  abdication.  As  it  was 
not  poflible  to  proceed  forthwith  to  a  new 
election,  the  Damafcenes  chofe  a  regent, 
whofe  power  was  to  continue  till  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  new  Caliph.  Their  choice  Tehacap- 
fell  on  Dehac,  the  fon  of  Kais,  who  forth-  re 
with  afiumed  the  reins  of  o-overnment. 

O 

The  family  of  Ommiyah  were  extremely 
irritated  at  this  proceeding  of  Moawiyah. 

And  as  they  fuppofed  his  abdication  was 
owing  to  the  advice  given  him  by  Omar 
al-Mekfous,  they  wrecked  their  vengeance 
on  that  Muffulman,  and  buried  him  alive. 

Moawiyah 
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Moawiyah  did  not  live  long  after  he  had 
renounced  the  Caliphate.  He  led  a  very 
retired  life;  having  fhut  himfelf  up  in  a 
chamber,  from  whence  he  fcarce  ever  ftirred 
till  he  died,  fome  fay  of  the  plague,  and 
others  of  poifom 

This  Caliph  was  furnamed  Abu-leilal^ 
that  is,  cc  father  of  night,’ '  as  well  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  love  of  folitude,  as  of  his  na¬ 
tural  weaktiefs  of  conftitution,  which  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  appearing  much  abroad  in 
the  day  time. 

Whilft  that  young  prince,  who  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  inability  to  bear  the  weight  of  a 
crown,  to  which  he  wasjuftly  intitled,  was 
taking  meafures  to  free  himfelf  from  the  bur¬ 
then,  great  difturbancesarofe  in  Arabia,  which 
did  not  prognofticate  a  quiet  reign  to  the 
perfon  that  fhould  be  chofen  at  Damafcus 
to  fucceed  him. 

Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  who  had 
been  proclaimed  Caliph  at  Medina  and 
Mecca  in  the  days  of  Yezid,  feemed  now 
to  be  eftablifhed  in  all  the  territories  of  the 
Muflulmen,  Syria  only  excepted.  And  on 
the  other  hand  Obeidollah,  who  was  at  the 
fame  time  governor  of  Baforah  and  Cufah, 
was  taking  meafures,  which,  though  they 
did  not  feem  calculated  to  attain  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  were  yet  fuch  as  muff:  prove  highly 
prejudical  to  the  perfon  that  fhould  be  in¬ 
verted  with  the  fupreme  power. 
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He  was  at  Baforah,  when  he  received  Hegyra  64. 

{'  advice  of  Yezid’s  death  :  he  immediately  Ch‘  ær‘  6830 
mounted  the  pulpit,  and  having;  acquainted  Pbeîdollab 
the  Baforians  with  it,  he  made  them  a  ftudied  led^-ed  pro- 
fpeech,  in  which  he  fet  before  them  all  they  te&or  at  Ba« 
had  fuffered  under  the  government  of  the  r°rah' 

!  Ommiyan  Caliphs.  He  advjfed  them,  how- 
1  ever,  not  totally  to  fhake  off  the  yoke,  but 
!  remonftrated  to  them,  that  as  they  were  in 
î  every  refpedt  the  mo  ft  confiderable  nation  in 
;  i  the  empire,  they  could  eafily  fublift  inde- 
i  pendant  of  others,  and  form  a  feparate  ftate, 
till  the  divifions  in  Syria,  touching  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  fhould  be  reconciled.  For  which 
purpofe  he  advifed  them  to  choofe  a  perfon 
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duly  qualified  to  be  the  protedfor  of  their 
ftate  :  after  which,  if  the  Muffulmen  agreed 
î  upon  a  fucceffor,  they  might  acknowledge 
nhim  if  they  thought  fit;  but  if  the  choice 
was  not  agreeable  to  them,  they  might  re¬ 
main  as  they  were,  till  one  was  appointed 
that  they  approved  of. 

The  Baforians  were  pleafed  with  Obeidol- 
lah’s  propofal,  and  immediately  offered  to 
chufe  him  protestor  of  the  kind  of  repub- 
lick  they  were  about  to  form.  Obeidollah 
refufed  to  accept  it  many  times,  affedtedly, 
as  may  be  concluded  from  his  harangue; 
but  complied  at  laft,<  overcome  by  their  im¬ 
portunity  :  and  fo  foon  as  he  had  confented, 
the  Baforians  took  an  oath  of  fealty  to  him, 
protefting  at  the  fame  time  that  the  oath 
ihould  be  no  longer  binding,  than  till  all 
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things  were  fettled,  and  the  Syrians  agreed 
upon  a  Caliph. 

This  done,  he  immediately  fent  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  Cufah  to  inform  them  of  what  had 
paffed,  hoping  they  would  readily  follow  the 
example  of  the  Baforians.  But  things  fell 
out  quite  otherwife  3  the  Cufians  received 
the  meflage  with  indignation,  and  infulted 
the  chief  deputy  3  and  though  he  was  Obeidol- 
lalrs  lieutenant,  they  threw  duft  in  his  face, 
whilft  he  was  haranguing  the  people. 

This  event  ftaggered  the  Baforians.  Having 
received  advice  of  the  averfion  which  the 
Cufians  had  fhewn  to  Obeidollah’s  propofal, 
they  repented  they  had  fo  precipitately  com¬ 
plied  with  it,  and  revoked  the  oath  of  fealty 
they  had  taken  to  him.  Difputes  ran  fo 
high,  that  Obeidollah,  finding  he  could  not 
maintain  his  ground  in  the  country,  refolved 
to  make  his  efcape,  and  he  caufed  a  report,’ 
to  be  fpread  that  he  was  going  into  Syria. 

But  before  he  departed,  he  feized  to  his; 
own  ufe  all  the  money  which  was  then  laid! 
up  in  the  treafury  of  Baforah,  and  which 
amounted  to  fixteen  millions  3  part  of  which 
he  divided  amongft  his  relations,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  he  kept  to  be  employed  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  his  deligns,  which  however  he 
was  forced  to  abandon.  He  offered  large 
fums  of  money  to  fome  of  the  tribes  to  en¬ 
gage  them  to  take  up  arms  in  his  behalf) 
but  they  refufed  it  3  and  indeed  he  had  ren-i 
dered  himfelf  fo  obnoxious  by  his  cruelties! 
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him. 

Finding  Baforah  too  hot  for  him,  he  de¬ 
parted  from  that  city,  accompanied  with  about 
one  hundred  perfons.  And  it  was  happy  for 
him  that  he  tarried  no  longer  5  for  the 
people,  whom  his  enemies  had  ftirred  up 
againft  him,  plundered  his  houfe  and  purfued 
him,  but  they  could  not  overtake  him. 

About  the  time  of  Obeidollah’s  flight,  Hof-  Diiturbances 

fein,  general  of  the  Syrian  army,  returned  to  choice^ of  a 
Damafcus  from  the  flege  of  Mecca.  Moa-  fucceffor  to 
wiyah,  the  fon  of  Yezid,  had  juft  then  abdi-  Moawiyah. 
cated  the  Caliphate,  and  great  ftir  was  making 
about  the  choice  of  a  perfon  to  fucceed  him. 

Hoffein  readily  confefled,  that  knowing  Moa- 
wiyah’s  inability,  he  had  offered  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Zobeir  ;  but 
that  he  had  refufed  to  accept  it:  that  he 
feemed  content  with  having  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  fovereign  of  Arabia,  and  flhewed  little 
concern  touching  what  paffed  in  Syria. 

Hoffein  afterwards  held  a  pretty  long  con¬ 
ference  with  Merwan-ebn-Hakem,  and  the 
other  Ommiyans  who  had  accompanied  him 
to  Damafcus.  He  told  them,  that  confidering 
the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  they  ought  to 
think  of  fettling  the  government  in  Syria, 
and  either  fubmit  to  Abdallah,  who  would 
make  no  fcruple  of  accepting  the  Caliphate, 
when  he  ftiould  be  called  to  it  by  the  voice 
of  the  nation  3  or  to  forne  other  perfon,  able 

P  2  to 


212  The  HISTORY  of 

Hegyra  64.  to  cope  with  Abdallah,  who  would  always 
ær‘  683'  prove  a  dangerous  rival. 

Abdallah  is  Thefe  remonftrances  had  like  to  have  pro- 
excluded  the  Ved  of  the  utmoft  advantage  to  Abdallah. 
Caliphate.  p)e}iaC3  the  fon  of  Kais,  who  commanded 

at  Damafcus,  was  his  faft  friend  $  and  even 
Merwan,  whofe  vote  was  of  no  fmall  con- 
fequence,  declined  in  favour  of  Abdallah. 
But  in  the  interim  Obeidollah  being  arrived 
at  that  city,  fpoke  with  great  warmth  to  Mer- 
wan  touching  the  declaration  he  had  made. 
He  told  him,  it  was  a  fhame  that  a  perfon  of 
his  diftindion,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
noble  family  of  the  Coraifchites,  fhould 
entertain  a  thought  of  fubmitting  to  Abdallah, 
the  open  enemy  to  his  houfe.  Thefe  re¬ 
monftrances  were  effectual,  and  they  no 
longer  thought  of  appointing  him  Caliph. 

The  Bafori-  But  whilft  thefe  fteps  were  taken  to  ruin 

to  accept  ofm  Abdallah's  intereft  in  Syria,  his  affairs  feemed 
it.  to  profper  more  and  more  in  Arabia.  The 

flight  of  Obeidollah,  amongff:  other  things, 
was  fo  advantageous  an  event,  that  it  procured 
him  the  poffeffion  of  Baforah.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  that  city  were  altogether  in  tumult 
and  confufion,  and  could  not  agree  in  the 
choice  of  a  governor.  After  having  fuccef- 
flvely  eleded  feveral  perfons  to  that  office, 
and  depofed  them  from  it,  they  at  laft  wrote  | 
to  Abdallah  to  take  the  government  upon 
him. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  Abdallah  might;:  J 
have  attained  the  Caliphate,  if  he  had  adedlll 

with  i!  ! 
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with  due  prudence  and  precaution  ;  but  the  Hegyra  64. 
report  which  he  unwifely  fuffered  to  be  pro-  Cil‘ tU’  683 ’ 

I  pagated  immediately  after  Yezid’s  death,  that 
J  he  had  given  orders  to  his  lieutenant  in  Me- 
dina  to  exterminate  the  whole  houfe  of  Om- 
j  miyah,  induced  the  latter  (who  had  before 
refolved  to  fubmit  to  him)  to  provide  for 
their  fafety,  and  retire  to  Damafcus  under 
;  the  guard  of  HoiTein  and  his  troops.  This 
:  event  proved  highly  prejudicial  to  Abdallah's 
intereft,  and  prevented  him  from  being  uni- 
j  verfally  recognized  in  the  muffulman  do- 
J  minions. 

However,  he  ftill  enjoyed  the  title  and  pre-  He  is  ac- 
rogatives  of  Caliph  in  a  country  of  great  ex-  j^n°wJe^ed 
1  tent,  and  capable  or  forming  a  potent  irate.  Verai  provm* 

|  He  was  acknowledged  by  the  people  of  ces. 

Irak,  Hejaz,  Yeman,  and  Egypt,  and  had 
even  a  ftrong  party  in  Syria.  From  whence 
j  feveral  arabian  authors  have  ranked  him  in 
I  the  number  of  Caliphs,  and  place  him  next 
;|  to  Moawiyah  the  fécond. 

However,  I  have  been  induced,  for  feveral 
reafons,  not  to  obferve  the  fame  order.  In 
the  firfb  place,  I  thought  it  would  be  improper 
to  break  into  the  feries  of  the  Ommiyan  Ca¬ 
liphs,  by  inferting  one  who  was  not  of  the 
j  fame  houfe.  And  as  Abdallah  was  raifed  to 
the  Caliphate  during  the  reign  of  Yezid,  and 
J  enjoyed  that  dignity  in  the  days  of  the  fuc- 
:|  ceeding  Caliphs,  till  the  time  of  Abdalmelek, 

I  fee  no  reafon  why  he  fhould  be  placed  after 
either  of  thofe  Caliphs.  And  finally,  the 
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reign  of  that  prince  may  perhaps  be  confidered 
only  as  a  fchifm  among  the  Muffulmen, 
which  terminated  with  his  life,  fin  ce  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  death,  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces  that  had  recognized  him,  again  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Ommiyans.  I  therefore  avoided 
affigning  him  any  particular  place  in  hiftory, 
and  thought  it  would  be  fufficient  to  give  a 
full  account  of  the  events  that  related  to  him, 
as  opportunity  fhould  offer,  under  the  reigns 
of  the  Ommiyan  Caliphs. 

M  E  R  W  A  N-E  B  N~H  A  K  E  M, 


The  NINTH  CALIPH. 


MERWAN  -ebn-Hakem,  was  the 
fourth  Caliph  of  the  houfe  of  Om- 
rrtiyah,  being  a  collateral  branch  of  the 
family  of  Moawiyah  the  firft.  That  prince 
(as  has  been  already  related)  being  at  Me¬ 
dina  at  the  time  of  Ye-zkfs  death,  left 
the  city  with  great  precipitation,  on  account  of 
a  report  which  was  then  propagated  of  a 
cruel  fentence  which  Abdallah  wasfaid  to  have 
pronounced  againft  the  Ommiyans.  fie  ar¬ 
rived  at  Damafcus  at  the  very  jundture  when 
they  were  much  embarraffed  by  the  refolu- 
tion  which  Moawiyah  the  fécond  had  taken, 
of  abdicating  the  throne  he  had  fo  newly 
poffeffed.  The  reader  has  already  feen,  that 
as  the  Syrians  could  not  agree  in  opinion, 

they 
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they  chofe  for  their  regent  Dehac,  the  fon  Merwan. 

]  of  Kais,  a  man  famous  for  his  abilities,  his  Hegyra  64. 
employments,  and  efpecially  on  account  of Cn*  ær‘  683* 
the  great  fervices  he  had  done  for  Moawiyah, 
the  firft  founder  of  the  Syrian  empire. 

But  the  attachment  he  had  fhewn  to  the  Dehac  de~ 

!  firft  Caliph  of  the  Ommiyans  was  not  ex-  cla^es  for  Al> 
tended  to  all  thofe  who  belonged  to  thatddllah‘ 
family.  Though  he  loved  and  honoured  the 
!  immediate  defcendants  of  Moawiyah,  yet 
1  when  the  crown  was  about  to  pafs  to  a  col¬ 
lateral  branch,  he  changed  his  fentiments,  and 
openly  declared  for  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir. 

Yet,  fpight  of  all  his  intrigues,  Merwan 
was  elected,  and  took  the  moft  fpeedy  mea- 
fures  to  reduce  to  obedience  all  fuch  as  dis¬ 
puted  his  authority.  Dehac,  who  expected 
fuch  a  ftep  on  the  Caliph’s  part,  was  not 
wanting  on  his  fide.  The  power  he  gained 
during  his  regency,  had  raifed  him  a  ftrong 
party,  who  immediately  took  up  arms  under 
his  conduit.  Merwan  alfo  levied  troops,  and 
marched  out  to  attack  his  enemies,  who  had 
taken  poft  in  the  plains  of  Damafcus. 

A  fingle  battle  put  an  end  to  the  difpute.  He  is  defeat- 
Dehac,  the  author  of  it,  was  killed  in  the  ed,  and  killed, 
adlion  :  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  were 
cut  in  pieces,  and  the  reft  totally  routed  and 
difperfed.  This  compleat  victory  proved  a 
folemn  confirmation  of  the  choice  made  of 
Merwan  to  be  Caliph  :  his  army  proclaimed 
him  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  brought  him 
back  triumphant  to  Damafcus. 
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Merwan  is 
obliged  to 
hold  the  Ca¬ 
liphate  for 
Yezid's  fon. 


Bat  the  pleafure  he  received  on  account  of 
fo  fignal  a  vi&ory  was  foon  abated,  when 
they  brought  him  a  lift  of  the  number  of 
his  enemies  that  had  fallen  in  the  action. 
That  generous  and  humane  prince,  grieved  at 
fo  great  an  effufion  of  muffulman  blood, 
could  not  help  crying  out,  tc  Alas!  that  I, 
who  am  an  old  man,  and  next  to  nothing, 
fhould  be  forced  to  bring  armies  together  to 
deftroy  one  another!”  the  daughter  was 
indeed  amazing,  but  in  all  probability  not  fo 
confiderable  as  is  related  by  arabian  authors, 
who  fay  that  eighty  thoufand  men  were  flain 
in  that  battle. 

Merwan  returning  to  Damafcus  after  his 
vi&ory,  went  to  dwell  in  the  palace  where 
Moawiyah  ufed  to  refide,  and  began  to  con¬ 
trive  the  means  of  eftablifhing  his  authority. 
The  chief  men  of  the  date  came  there  to 
confer  with  him  on  proper  meafures  to  be 
taken  for  fettling  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown. 


It  had  been  dipuiated,  previous  to  the  ele&ion, 
that  he  fhould  not  tranfmit  the  government 
to  his  pofterity,  but  that  on  his  deceafe  it 
fhould  devolve  of  right  to  Khaled  the  fon  of 
Yezid.  And  the  better  to  fecure  the  fuc¬ 
ceffion,  it  was  thought  advifable  that  Merwan 
fhould  take  to  wife  Yezid's  widow  ;  wffiereby 
he  would  become  a  kind  of  guardian  to  the 


young  prince  :  and  the  people  entertained  fo 
favourable  an  opinion  of  his  probity,  as  to  be 
perfuaded  that  he  would  perform  the  con¬ 
ditions,  and  be  true  to  the  intereft  of  the 
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orphan.  Merwan,  who  had  readily  fuh- 
fcribed  to  every  article  offered,  previoufiy  to 
his  attaining  the  throne,  made  fome  difficulty 
in  putting  on  new  fetters,  by  complying  with 
the  propofed  marriage  :  however,  his  friends 
having  urged  to  him  that  by  fuch  a  refufal 
he  would  alienate  the  affrétions  of  the 
Syrians,  who  would  thence  conclude  that  he 
defigned  to  leave  the  crown  to  his  own 
children,  to  the  prejudice  of  Yezid’s  pofterity, 
he  yielded  to  their  remonftrances,  and  thereby 
contented  to  hold  the  Caliphate  only  as  a 
truftee. 

However,  he  endeavoured  to  eftabliihhim- 
felf  upon  the  throne,  in  like  manner  as  if  it 
had  been  his  abfolute  property.  By  the 
death  of  Dehac,  he  was  freed  from  a  formi¬ 
dable  enemy  :  and  in  a  fhort  time  periihed 
another,  named  Noman-ebn-Bafhir,  who 
was  governor  of  Hems.  That  Muffulman 
was  become  a  zealous  adherent  of  Dehac  ; 
but  when  he  received  the  news  of  his  defeat, 
he  fled  away  with  his  wife  and  family.  The 
Emeflians,  who  had  at  firfl  tided  with  him, 
immediately  changed  their  meafures  3  and  with 
a  view  to  regain  the  Caliph’s  favour,  purfued 
the  fugitives,  and  having  overtaken  them, 
they  cut  off  Noman’s  head  on  the  fpot,  and 
brought  his  family  back  prifoners  to  Hems. 

Merwan,  being  convinced  he  had  no  more 
to  fear  from  the  remains  of  that  faction,  re- 
folved  to  march  into  Egypt,  where  his  rival 
Abdallah  had  a  ftrpng  party,  which  was 
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continually  increafing  by  the  great  dilligence 
of  Haflan-ebn-Malek  his  lieutenant.  He 
fent  before  him  Amru-ebn-Saïd  his  relation, 
with  a  numerous  body  of  troops  under  his 
command.  That  general  executed  his  orders 
fo  expeditioufly,  and  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  all 
Egypt  was  lubdued.  He  drove  out  Ab¬ 
dallah's  lieutenant,  and  fhortly  aftewards  rout¬ 
ed  Musab,  brother  to  Abdallah,  who  came 
againft  him  with  an  army  to  fuccour  Egypt. 
That  vidtory  brought  on  the  total  reduction 
of  the  people  of  that  country,  fo  that  it 
became  unneceffary  for  Merwan  to  go  thither. 
Amru  returned  triumphant  to  Damafcus, 
to  receive  the  reward  due  to  his  bravery. 

But  whilft  Egypt  was  withdrawing  itfelf 
from  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir,  in  order  to  fub- 
mit  to  Merwan,  difturbances  arofe  in  other 
provinces,  which  did  not  promife  a  quiet 
reign  to  either  of  the  competitors. 

The  people  of  Chorafan,  who  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  Yezid,  refufed  to  fide  with 
Merwan  ;  not  that  they  had  abated  of  their 
attachment  to  Muffulmanifm,  but  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  refolution  they  had  formed  of 
remaining  neuter,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  difputes  touching  the  Caliphate  :  infomuch 
that  until  the  Muflulmen  fhould  be  agreed 
in  choice  of  an  imam,  they  appointed  Salem 
the  fon  of  Ziyad,  who  was  then  their  go¬ 
vernor,  to  be  regent  of  the  country.  His 
regency  was  undifturbed.  Salem,  who  was 
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naturally  a  lover  of  peace,  carried  a  very  Me r wan. 
even  hand  between  the  two  Caliphs  :  and  >Ta  64- 

,  .  r  ,  .  ,  r  1  .  Ch.  ær.  623.. 

being  lolely  intent  on  the  care  01  governing 
the  people  with  prudence  and  moderation, 
they  refpeCted  him  to  fo  high  a  degree,  that 
during  the  few  years  of  his  government, 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  children  (as 
arabian  writers  fay)  were  named  Salem,  out 
of  pure  affedtion  to  their  governor. 

The  difturbances  that  arofe  in  Arabia  A  revolt  in 


were  of  another  kind.  The  Cufians,  who^rab^ehY' 
were  naturally  of  a  fickle  difpofition,  after  cufians.*  e 
having  by  turns  embraced  and  abandoned 
the  party  of  Ali,  had  at  laft  (as  the  reader 
has  been  already  informed)  compleated  their 
treachery,  by  their  conduct  towards  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Hoflein,  of  whofe  death  they  were 
the  caufe,  by  refilling  the  fuccours  they 
had  promifed  to  fend  him. 

When  they  ferioufiy  reflected  how  much 
they  had  been  wanting,  both  in  point  of 
honour  and  duty,  they  were  feized  with  a 
violent  remorfe,  and  began  to  think  of 
makingan  attonement,  by revengingthe  death 
of  that  unhappy  prince  on  thofe  who  had 
been  the  authors  of  it.  But  before  they  put 
their  defigns  into  execution,  they  held 
many  conferences  and  confultations,  to  agree 
on  the  manner  of  conducting  fo  important 
an  undertaking. 

For  that  purpofe  an  affembly  was  held 
of  all  the  chief  of  the  feet,  who  were  ve¬ 
nerable  for  their  rank;  years,  piety,  and  ex¬ 
perience  3 
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perience  ;  amongft  whom  appeared  Soliman- 
ebn-Sorad  one  of  the  companions  of  the 
prophet  ;  Mofabbib-ebn-Nahbah,  Ali’s  moft 
intimate  friend;  Abdallah-ebn-Saïd,  Ab¬ 
dallah-  ebn- W al i ,  and  Rephaah-ebn-Shad- 
dad.  The  conferences  there  held  were  a 
new  incitement  to  the  zeal,  or  rather  the 
fury  of  the  Cufians  againft  the  enemies  of 
Aii.  Amongft  other  things,  feveral  very 
pathetical  fpeeches  were  made,  which  all 
tended  to  demonftrate  the  bafenefs  of  their 
proceedings  in  abandoning  Hoffein  ;  to  fhew 
that  for  their  unfaithful  dealings  towards 
him,  they  were  contemned  and  detefted  by 
all  honeft  Arabians  ;  and  that  they  could  no 
otherwife  wipe  oft  the  dishonour,  but  by 
commencing  and  effectually  carrying  on  a 
war,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
againft  the  enemies  of  Ali,  Haffan,  and 
Hoffein. 

This  was  pretty  clearly  pointing  out  the 
Gmmiyans,  againft  whom,  in  faCt,  they 
refolved  to  march  forth  without  delay  : 
and  circular  letters  were  fent  throughout 
Arabia,  containing  their  motives  to  the 
defign,  and  fixing  the  number  of  forces 
and  fums  of  money  which  the  refpeCtive 
provinces  were  to  raife  and  furnifh  for  that 
grand  expedition.  In  thofe  letters  were  alfo 
mentioned  the  day  and  place  appointed  for 
the  rendevous  and  mufter  of  the  troops. 
This  enterprize,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
this  revolt,  was  called  cc  The  holy  war  :,s 
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a  denomination  which  did  not  a  little  con**  Me r wan, 
tribute  to  augment  the  numbers  of  th ofe^,eSyra^4- 
that  engaged  in  it.  Arabia  was  ail  in  a 
flame  :  nothing  was  talked  of  but  railing  of 
troops  and  money  -,  and  each  man  was  de- 
firous  of  contributing  to  the  expence  of  a 
war,  in  which,  it  was  pretended,  religion 
was  fo  deeply  concerned. 

Thefe  circular  letters  were  wro^e  by  Soli- 
man-ebn-Sorad,  who  was  looked  upon  as 
the  life  of  the  enterprize,  and  the  chief  pro¬ 
moter  of  the  league.  He  was  alfo  appointed 
general  of  the  army.  But  his  appointment 
raifed  great  jealoufy,  and  was  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  by  a  famous  captain  named  Almoktar, 
who  in  the  interim  arrived  at  Cufah. 

That  illuftrious  Mull ul man,  who  was  The  hiftory 
the  fon  of  Obeidah,  had  diftinguifhed  him-  01  Almokîar- 
felf  in  the  army  from  his  youth,  and  bore 
the  marks  of  many  honourable  wounds, 
proofs  of  his  bravery.  He  had  always  ef~ 
poufed  the  party  of  the  Alians;  however, 
he  was  accufed  of  not  having  a&ed  with 
becoming  zeal  and  vigour  in  behalf  of  Haf- 
fan,  during  the  firft  campaign  which  that 
Caliph  made  for  the  fupport  of  his  authority  : 
but  he  recovered  their  efteem,  on  account  of 
the  great  pains  he  took  to  advance  Hoffeirfs 
intereft  at  the  time  of  the  revolt  at  Cufah. 

He  entertained  at  his  houfe  Muflim,  who 
(as  has  been  already  obferved)  was  private 
agent  to  Holfein,  and  he  was  fecretly  con*» 

Suited  on  all  affairs  relating  to  that  prince  ; 

but 
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but  ftill  he  aCted  with  fo  much  precaution;, 
that  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  governor 
fufpeCted  him  of  being  concerned  in  the 
confpiracy.  At  laft,  Obeidollah  having  re¬ 
ceived  fome  information  which  made  him 
doubt  of  Almoktar’s  fidelity,  queftioned  him 
at  their  next  meeting,  touching  his  fecret 
practices  ;  and  the  latter  having  returned  a 
haughty  unfatisfadory  anfwer,  the  governor 
ftruck  him  over  the  face  with  his  flick,  and 
beat  out  one  of  his  eyes  ;  after  which  he 
he  committed  him  to  prifon,  where  he  was 
detained  until  after  the  death  of  Hoffein. 

Yezid,  then  the  reigning  prince,  having 
given  exprefs  orders  that  he  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty,  Obeidollah  obeyed,  though  with  the 
utmofl  reludance  :  and  as  he  doubted  not 
but  Almoktar  would  feize  every  opportunity  of 
revenging  the  injury  done  him,  the  governor 
informed  him,  that  if  he  was  found  in  the 
city  after  the  expiration  of  three  days,  his 
head  fhould  pay  for  it. 

Almoktar  made  the  befl  of  his  way  to  He- 
jaz,  brooding  in  his  mind  the  means  of  taking 
vengeance  for  the  cruel  outrage  which  Obei¬ 
dollah  had  commited  on  his  perfon.  He 
came  in  a  fliort  time  to  Mecca,  and  offered 
his  fervice  to  Abdallah  -,  but  to  his  great  fur- 
prize  he  did  not  receive  fo  cordial  an  anfwer 
as  he  expected.  However,  he  ftill  continued 
in  that  city,  in  expectation  that  Abdallah 
would  refledt  on  the  matter,  and  give 
a  more  favourable  reception  to  his  offer.  And 
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he  often  ufed  to  fay  freely  to  his  friends, 

“  Abdallah  has  more  occafion  for  me,  than  fje§yra  64- 
I  have  for  Abdallah.”  _  Ch’  68j* 

Spight  of  Abdallah’s  great  indiffence,  Al-  He  offers  his 
mkotar  ftaid  with  him  fome  months.  But^icet0 
finding  that  Abdallah  did  not  repofe  any  con-  commander 
fidence  in  him,  nor  employ  him  in  any  con-  of  their  forces, 
fiderable  poft,  he  refolved  to  go  to  Cufah,  as 
the  time  of  the  plot  againft  the  Ommiyans 
was  in  agitation.  As  he  was  informed  of 
the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Ali’s  party, 
he  found  they  only  wanted  a  man  of  their 
own  opinion  to  head  them.  He  therefore 
propofed  to  go  and  offer  himfelf  for  that 
purpofe,  though  he  well  knew  that  the  Cu¬ 
bans  had  appointed  Soliman  to  be  their  ge¬ 
neral.  But  the  mean  opinion  he  enter¬ 
tained  of  that  officer,  induced  Almoktar 
to  believe  he  fhould  meet  with  no  difficulty 
in  fupplanting  him,  and  that  the  command 
would  fall  to  him  of  courfe. 

But  things  did  not  go  fo  fmoothly  as  Al-  His  contempt 

moktar  imagined,  and  he  met  with  difficul-  raifes  him  up 
ties  and  oppofitions  which  almoft  made  him  enemies, 
defpair  of  fuccefs.  When  he  came  to  Cu¬ 
fah,  he  called  the  party  together,  and  told 
them,  he  was  come  from  Mahomet-ben-Ha- 
nifiah^,  who  had  commanded  him  to  aid 
them  with  his  council  and  with  his  fword. 


*  Mahomet,  the  fon  of  Ali,  was  commonly  called  Ben  Ha- 
nifiah,  or  the  fon  of  Hanihah,  who  was  one  of  All’s  wives  ;  in 
order  to  diftiguifh  him  from  the  other  children  which  All  had 
by  Fatima  the  prophet’s  daughter. 

The 
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The  arrival  of  fo  famous  a  captain  at  firft  raifed 
the  fpirits  of  the  Cufians  ;  but  his  condudt 
in  regard  to  Soliman  foon  created  him  many 
enemies.  He  fpoke  contemptibly  of  that 
general,  and  reprefented  him  as  a  man  unfit 
lor  military  command,  and  who  wanted 
both  fkill  and  experience  to  condudtfuch  an 
enterprize.  He  confeffed,  that  he  was  indeed 
a  good  politician,  and  an  excellent  counfel- 
lor:  in  a  word,  that  he  would  make  a  very 
good  figure  in  the  cabinet,  but  was  by  no 
means  capable  of  giving  the  neceflary  orders 
at  the  head  of  an  army  in  the  heat  of 
battle. 

Although  there  was  a  great  deal  of  truth 
in  the  account  given  by  Almoktar  of  Soli- 
man’s  abilities,  yet  the  great  intereft  of  that 
general  prevailed,  and  the  Alians,  far  the  moft 
part,  fupported  him  in  his  poll  3  and  the  time 
being  come  for  taking  the  field,  Soliman 
marched  for  Nochailah,  the  place  appointed 
for  the  general  rendevous  of  the  forces. 

Almoktar  remained  at  Cufah,  not  doubts 
ing  but  Soliman  would  foon  commit  fome 
eflential  blunder,  which  would  induce  the 
feét  to  difmifs  that  general;  and  that  upon 
the  firft  lofs  they  would  have  recourfe  to  him 
to  command  the  army. 

ef^dcS^o  ®ut  ^le  continuance  of  Almoktar  in  the 
feize  Cufah.  city  gave  rife  to  fome  fufpicions  :  whether 
they  were  well  founded  or  not,  Soliman ’s 
friends  took  advantage  of  them,  to  propa¬ 
gate  a  report  that  Almoktar  had  a  fecret 
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defign  of  forming  a  party  to  feize  Cufah,  Me r wan. 
ând  the  whole  province.  He  was  taken 
into  cuftody,  and  brought  before  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  Abdallah-ebn-Yezid,  then  governor 
of  the  place,  whom  they  would  have  per- 
fuaded  to  fend  Almoktar  to  prifon  bound  in 
chains.  The  governor  alledged,  that  he 
ought  not  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty, 
who  was  only  taken  up  on  fufpicion  ;  but  the 
accufers  raifed  fo  great  a  clamour,  and  were 
befides  fo  numerous,  that  the  governor  was 
obliged  partly  to  comply  with  their  will. 

Thus,  without  any  other  proof  than  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  accufation,  Abdallah  caufed  Almok¬ 
tar  to  be  imprifoned  ;  and  all  he  could  do 
in  his  behalf  was  to  fpare  him  the  fhame 
and  trouble  of  being  put  in  irons,  as  his  ene¬ 
mies  had  required. 

During  the  tumult  which  was  caufed  by  Kegyra 
this  affair  at  Cufah.  Soliman  had  put  him-  Ch‘  ær‘ 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  and  propofed  l  Ie  ar^erf 

i  ii  ciclirc  or  the 

fhortly  to  march  in  order  to  attack  the  Om-  peopleforwar 
miyans  in  Syria.  But  when  he  had  reviewed  abates, 
the  army,  he  was  filled  with  furprize  :  for 
it  was  far  from  being  fo  numerous  as  he  ex¬ 
pected  to  find  it.  The  great  ardour  (hewn  by 
the  people  to  revenge  the  death  of  Hoffein  was 
all  at  once  abated,  infomuch  that  moft  of 
the  provinces  had  lent  no  troops  at  all,  and 
others  had  fent  but  a  final!  number,  in  com¬ 
panion  of  what  they  had  engaged  to  provide* 

It  appeared,  by  examining  the  rolls,  that 
one  province  in  particular,  which  had  un- 
Vol.  II.  Q_  de  r  taken 
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dertaken  to  furnifh  fixteen  thoufand  men, 
had  fent  but  four  thoufand.  But  that  which 
gave  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs,  was  to  fee 
the  coldnefs  and  indifference  of  the  Cufians 
themfelves,  who  had  been  the  moft  for¬ 
ward  in  promoting  the  taking  up  of  arms. 
A  confiderable  number  of  thofe  who  had 
appeared  the  moft  adtive,  ftaid  at  home, 
either  from  the  natural  ficklenefs  of  their 
difpofition,  or  through  the  intrigues  of  Al- 
moktar,  who,  it  was  faid,  had  drawn  off 
ten  thoufand  of  the  Cufians,  and  prevented 
them  from  joining  Soliman. 

The  general,  greatly  difconcerted  at  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  numbers,  contrived  an  ex¬ 
pedient  which  he  thought  could  not  fail  of 
fucceeding  with  people  of  fo  odd  and  capri¬ 
cious  a  difpofition,  (whofe  fancies  were  ea- 
filyftruck  with  any  thing  uncommon,)  and 
of  procuring  him  a  fpeedy  recruit.  He  fent 
meffengers  forthwith  to  Cufah,  with  orders 
for  the  Muezins  or  public  cryers,  to  cry  aloud 
in  all  the  ftreets,  and  in  the  chief  mofque, 
*e  Vengeance  for  Hoffeinff 

His  orders  were  executed,  and  produced 
the  defired  effedt  The  cry  roufed  up  the 
Cufians.  They,  with  a  kind  of  madnefs, 
ran  to  arms,  and  with  the  utmoft  precipi¬ 
tation  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
Soliman  was  a  little  encouraged  at  the  light 
of  fuch  a  reinforcement  :  infomuch  that 
with  the  fuccours  which  he  ftill  expedted  to 
receive  from  Madayen  and  Baforah,  he  reck- 
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oiled  that  he  Ihould  be  foon  in  a  condition  of  Merwan. 
marching  into  Syria.  He  had  already  fixed  ^[egyra  G* 

.  .  ^  1  •  1  J  Ch.  ær.  684, 

the  plan  or  Ins  operations,  which  were  to 
open  with  the  maffacre  of  Obeidollah,  whom 
they  looked  upon  as  the  chief  author  of  Hof* 
fein’s  death  j  after  which  he  propofed  to  em¬ 
ploy  his  whole  force  again  ft  the  Qmmiyans, 
in  hopes  of  cutting  them  all  off. 

But  after  having  waited  near  a  month,  he 
had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the  troops 
they  promifed  to  fend  him  would  not  come» 

This  news,  which  was  bad  enough  in  itfelf, 
became  ftill  worfe  by  the  fatal  effects  it  pro¬ 
duced  in  his  army.  His  troops  were  dif- 
couraged,  and  more  than  one  thoufand  fol- 
diers  deferred. 

Soliman,  being  apprehenfive  that  this 
example  would  fpread,  refolved  to  put  his 
troops  upon  the  march,  and  fo  to  keep  them 
continually  employed.  In  this  manner  he 
advanced  to  the  field  where  Hoflein  was  flain 
and  buried.  There  he  made  fo  pathetick 
a  fpeech  to  his  army,  concerning  the  death 
of  Hoflein,  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  Cu¬ 
bans  in  being  accefforyto  it,  that  all  the  troops 
fell  on  theft  knees,  implored  god's  pardon 
for  the  crime  they  had  committed,  and 
made  a  folemn  vow  to  ftied  the  iaft  drop 
of  their  blood,  to  avenge  the  death  of 
Hoflein,  and  by  that  facrifiee  to  obtain  re- 
million  from  heaven  for  having  fo  bafely 
abandoned  the  erandfon  of  the  apoftle  of 
God. 

Qj* 
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Soliman  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  the 
cl  0  difpofition  and  temper  of  his  troops,  that 
°4’  he  refolved  to  march  forthwith  againft  the 
enemy,  notwithftanding  the  friendly  advice 
he  had  received  from  feveral  perfons,  and 
particularly  from  Abdallah-ebn-Yezid,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Cufah,  who  having  difpaffio- 
nately  confidered  the  date  of  affairs,  fent 
an  exprefs  to  Soliman,  begging  him  not  to 
advance  any  further,  and  advifing  him  even 
to  return  toCufah,  and  waitfor  amore  favour¬ 
able  opportunity.  That  governor  had  probably 
received  intelligence  of  the  numerous  for¬ 
ces  which  Merwan  was  fetting  on  foot  ;  and 
in  confequence  of  his  information  had  fent  to 
in  treat  Soliman  not  to  perfevere  in  an  under¬ 
taking  which  muft  inevitably  be  unfucceff- 
ful,  on  account  of  the  fmall  force  he  had 
under  his  command. 

The  general  communicated  the  governor’s 
letter  to  a  council  of  war  ;  but  he  at  the  fame 
time  gave  them  to  underhand  he  ftrongly 
fufpedted  that  the  advice  was  given  with  no 
other  view  than  to  employ  his  forces  in  be¬ 
half  of  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir,  to  whom  the 
governor  was  a  ftedfaft  friend. 

The  whole  council  were  of  the  general’s 
opinion,  and  he  immediately  wrote  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  governor  of  Cufah,  in  which  he 
returned  him  thanks  for  his  kind  advice, 
but  told  him  he  could  not  prefume  fo  much 
as  barely  to  mention  to  his  troops  a  return  to 
Cufah  3  that  they  were  refolutely  bent  on  re¬ 
venging 
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venging  the  death  of  Hoflein  ;  that  the  event  Merwan< 
was  in  the  hands  of  providence,  and  he  6Ô^ 
could  by  no  means  think  of  reftraining  their 
ardour. 

Soliman  began  his 
after  the  departure  of  the  courier,  and^^J^ 
advanced  with  his  army  to  Mefopotamia. 

He  halted  in  the  plains  of  Ainwerdah  to 
perform  a  public  ceremony,  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  which  was  the  caufe  of  his  de- 
ftrudtion.  He  had  already  proposed  to  his 
officers  and  foldiers  to  depofe  the  two  Ca¬ 
liphs  Merwan  and  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir, 
and  to  place  one  of  Aii’s  defendants  on 
I  the  throne.  The  propofal  having  been  ac- 
!  cepted  with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  and  the 
i  moft  extravagant  marks  of  approbation,  he 
I  deferred  puting  it  in  execution  till  he  had 
:  reached  the  enemy’s  territories  •  the  plains  of 
1  Ainwerdah  feemed  to  him  a  place  proper 
I  for  his  purpofe.  Fie  therefore  caufed  the 
troops  to  encamp,  and,  regardlefs  of  thofe 
precautions  which  prudence  required  him  to 
take,  more  efpecially  as  he  had  entered  an  ene¬ 
my’s  country,  his  whole  thoughts  were  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  pompous  preparations  for  a 
ridiculous  ceremony,  which  was  attended 
with  a  moft  fatal  cataftrophe. 

The  Syrian  army  came  aim  oft  unexpec-  He  is  furpri- 
tedly  in  fight.  Obeidollah,  who  well  knew 
that  his  death  was  to  be  the  firft  ftep  towards  Syrian  army, 
executing  the  bloody  defign  formed  againft 
the  Ommiyans,  had  obtained  of  Merwan  the 
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Merwan.  command  of  his  forces:  and  the  Caliph 
Hegym  65.  thought  he  might  fafely  truft  his  defence  in 
the  hands  or  a  man  who  had  10  great  realons 
not  to  fpare  his  enemy. 

Obeidollah  appearing  therefore  at  the  head 
of  his  army,  at  the  very  time  Soliman’s  troops 
were  in  the  midft  of  their  mirth  and  jollity, 
without  obferving  the  leaf!  order  or  difcipline, 
the  Syrians  were  enabled  to  attack  them  to 
great  advantage.  Though  the  Arabians  were 
thus  furprized,  they  found  means  to  draw  up 
in  battalia,  and  face  their  enemies  ;  but  they 
could  not  long  ftand  their  ground  againft 
troops  who  improved  their  firft  advantage. 
The  Syrians  cut  Soliman’s  troops  in  pieces  ; 
that  general  himfelf  fell  in  the  aâion  ;  and 
none  of  his  army  efcaped,  but  fuch  as  faved 
themfelves  by  the  great  fleetnefs  of  their 
horfes. 

caufes  his  fon  From  the  time  Merwan  had  entrufted  Obei- 
to  be  ack-  dollah  with  the  command  of  the  Syrian  troops, 
knowledged  that  Caliph,  who  relied  on  the  courage  and 
ins  fu^cuiur.  a(c|.jvjty  cf  hjg  general,  entertained  a  defign 

of  frrengthening  his  intereft  in  Damafcus, 
and  fecuring  the  advancement  of  his  family  : 
and  though  he  had  taken  an  oath  on  his  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Caliphate  to  tranfmit  the  crown 
on  his  death  to  Khaled,  the  fon  of  Yezid,  yet 
he  now,  without  fcruple,  refolved  to  caufe 
his  own  fon,  Ahdolmelik,  to  be  proclaimed 
his  lawful  fucceffor. 

By  means  of  great  prefents,  and  of  dill 
greater  promiies,  he  gained  the  confent  of 

the 
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:  the  chief  nobility  of  Damafcus;  and  they  Merwan. 
u  brought  over  the  people,  fo  that  he  fecured  ^5* 
the  throne  to  his  fon.  Khaled  was  no  foone?  1  ær’  ^ 
informed  of  the  defign,  than  he  complained 
:■■!  to  the  Caliph,  and  with  the  greateft  warmth 
reproached  him  for  his  condud:  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  whole  court.  This  fo  flirred 
i;  up  Merwan’s  indignation,  that  he  called  him 
baftard,  Khaled,  touched  to  the  quick  at  the 
affront,  went  and  informed  his  mother  of 
j  what  had  palled,  and  fhe  advifed  him  to 
j  take  no  further  notice  of  it,  affuring  him 
that  in  a  Ihort  time  they  Ihould  be  both  fuf- 
ficiently  revenged  of  Merwan  for  his  grofs 
infults. 

And  in  fadl  that  Caliph  did  not  long  fur-  Death  of  the 
vive.  Some  fay  he  was  poifoned  ;  others  re»  Caliph, 
late,  that  Merwan  being  indifpofed  one  day, 
and  having  fallen  into  a  found  fleep,  his  wife 
laid  a  pillow  upon  his  face,  and  fat  on  it  till 
he  was  dead. 

Merwan  reigned  about  ten  months.  His 
enemies  commonly  called  him  by  the  name 
of  Ebn-Tarid,  that  is  fon  of  the  expelled, 
becaufe  Mahomet  had  banifhed  his  father 
Hakem  for  divulging  a  fecret.  He  continued 
in  exile  during  the  reigns  of  Abubecre  and 
Omar,  and  his  being  recalled  was  objected  to 
Othman  as  a  great  crime,  infbmuch  as  he 
thereby  took  upon  him  to  reverfe  a  fentencc 
which  the  prophet  had  pronounced. 
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ABDOLMELIK, 

The  TENTH  CALIPH. 


ABDOLMELIK,  thefonof  Mer- 
wan,  was  railed  to  the  throne  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  father’s  death,  and  was 
alfo  inaugurated  to  the  government  of  Syria 
and  Egypt.  Authors  relate  that  when  he 
received  the  news  of  his  proclamation,  he 
was  fitting  with  the  Koran  on  his  lap.  He 
received  the  news  with  great  tranquillity,  and 
even  with  a  kind  of  indifference.  That 
prince  was  fenfible,  that  the  days  of  peace 
and  retirement  were  at  an  end,  and  that,  inl¬ 
ine  r  fed  in  the  hurry  of  affairs  which  always 
attend  a  crown,  he  could  no  longer  hope 
to  enjoy  his  beloved  amufements,  reading 
and  meditation.  <c  Divine  book,”  cried  he 
folding  up  the  Koran,  and  laying  it  afide, 
44  I  muft  now  take  my  leave  of  thee.” 

So  foon  as  he  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the 
throne,  he  took  proper  meafures  to  fecure 
his  power,  and  fubdue  the  rebels,  who  were 
Hill  formidable,  efpecially  in  Arabia,  where 
Ahadllah-ebn-Zoheir  held  out  againft  him, 
and  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  maintain 
his  power.  Abdolmelik,  reflecting  that  the 
pilgrimages  to  Mecca  muft  be  prejudical  to 
his  intereft,  as  they  furniihed  an  opportunity 
to  his  rival  of  making  profelites  to  his  party  j 
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and  as  people  would  be  infenfibly  accuf-  Abdolme- 
tomed  to  fee  Abdallah  perform  the  fondions  LIk‘ 
of  a  fovereign,  he  refolved  to  prohibit  ch flu.  684. 
thofe  pilgrimages.  But  as  it  might  prove 
of  dangerous  confequence  totally  to  abolifh 
a  religious  cuftom,  without  fubftituting  to 
it  another,  capable  of  amufing  the  people, 
he  inftituted  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem, 
and  caufed  the  chief  mofque  to  be  conftder- 
ably  enlarged,  that  it  might  contain  a  more 
numerous  congregation.  Inftead  of  the  black 
ftone  which  the  Muffulmen  ufed  to  go  with 
great  devotion  to  kifs  in  the  Caabah,  at 
Mecca,  the  Caliph  caufed  Jacob’s  ftone  * 
to  be  placed  in  the  mofque  at  Jerufalem. 

This  expedient  fucceeded  to  his  utmoft 
wifh,  and  the  Syrian  Muffulmen  foon  went 
in  crowds  to  the  pilgrimage  of  Jerufalem, 
which  was  fo  much  the  more  convenient, 
as  the  city  was  at  no  great  diftance  from 
them.  Befides,  as  this  exercife  of  devotion 
had  novelty  to  recommend  it,  the  people 
performed  it  with  a  kind  of  enthufiaftic 
fervency,  and  fbewed  at  leaft  as  much  zeal 
in  going  to  kifs  Jacob’s  ftone,  as  they  had 
formerly  done  to  kifs  the  black  ftone. 

Abdolmelik  at  the  fame  time  raifed  a 
body  of  troops,  and  made  other  due  pre¬ 
parations,  as  well  to  oppofe  the  ambitious 
defigns  of  Abdallah,  who  was  ftill  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  increafe  his  power,  as  to  baffle  the 

$  See  the  life  of  Omar,  vol.  I.  p.  224. 
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attempts  of  Almoktar  who  had  fet  all  Arabia 
in  a  flame,  with  a  view  to  avenge  the 
Alians,  and  exterminate  their  enemies. 

Almoktar,  who  had  been  imprifoned  at 
the  requefl:  of  Soliman ’s  friends,  was  re¬ 
leafed  fo  foon  as  the  defeat  and  death  of 
that  general  were  publickly  known.  The 
moment  he  was  at  liberty,  he  refumed  his 
former  defigns,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Alians  in  order  to  hunt  out  all  fuch 
as  had  been  any  way  aeceffary  to  the  death 
of  Hoflein. 

This  difquifltion  was  made  with  fo  much 
heat  and  fury,  that  many  perfons  lofl:  their 
lives  who  had  no  (hare  in  the  death  of  that 
prince.  They  did  not  ftand  upon  proof 3 
fufpicion  alone  was  a  fuflicient  foundation 
for  pronouncing  the  fentence  of  death. 

The  chief  victims  of  that  bloody  expe¬ 
dition  were  Shamer,  who  was  faid  to  have 
let  fly  the  firfl:  arrow  at  Hoflein;  Caulah, 
who  had  carried  his  head  to  Obeidoilah,  and 
Amer,  who  commanded  the  army  feat 
againft  that  prince.  The  two  fons  of  Amer 
alfo  perifhed  on  that  occafion,  he  caufed 
their  heads  to  be  ftruck  off,  and  fent  them 
to  Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah,  then  chief  of 
Ali’s  family. 

He  treated  with  ftill  greater  cruelty  Adi, 
the  foil  of  Hathem,  who  was  accufed  of 
having  plundered  Hoflein  on  the  field  of 
battle  :  Almoktar  caufed  him  to  be  flead 
alive.  Thefe  bloody  executions  lafted  fome 
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time,  and  all  that  could  be  found  to  have  Abdolme* 
contributed  to  the  death  of  Hoffein,  were  XJr  “IK‘ , 
deitroyed  with  variety  or  torments.  Ch.  ær.  685. 

But  Almoktar  was  obliged  to  fufpend  his 
executions,  in  order  to  provide  for  his  own 
fafety.  He  had  two  powerful  enemies  to 
deal  with,  of  whom  he  had  equal  reafon  to 
be  afraid.  He  was  threatened  by  Abdallah 
who  prefided  in  Mecca  ;  and  he  alfo  well 
knew  that  the  Caliph  had  fent  out  a  body  of 
Syrian  troops,  which  were  on  the  point  of 
entering  Arabia.  They  were  indeed  chiefly 
deftined  to  attack  Abdallah  ;  but  there  was 
great  reafon  to  fear  they  would  firft  march 
into  Irak,  to  deftroy  the  party  of  the  Alians, 
fo  formidable  to  the  Caliphs  of  Syria. 

In  that  juncture  Almoktar  refolved  on  Almoktar  of- 
writing  a  letter  to  Abdallah,  in  hopes  of fcrs  Ilisaïf“ 
rainng  a  mend  who  might  act  in  concert  daiiah,  who 
with  him  againft  Abdolmelik.  He  therefore  refutes  it. 
acquainted  Abdallah  of  his  having  received 
advice  that  the  Caliph  had  fent  a  body  of  troops 
to  befiege  him  in  Mecca,  and  affured  him 
that  he  was  ready  to  march  forthwith  to  his 
affiftance.  Abdallah,  who  had  great  reafon 
to  fufpebt  Almoktar,  anfwered,  that  he  was 
ready  to  accept  his  offer;  but  it  muft  be  on 
condition,  neverthelefs,  that  he  would  caufehis 
whole  army  to  acknowledge  him  as  Caliph. 

Almoktar,  who  had  no  thoughts  of  com- He  fends  a 
plying  with  fuch  a  condition,  refolved  to  adt  body  0f 
openly  againft  Abdallah,  and  to  endeavour  to  trooPst°  [up 

•  1  •  m  ,  .  .  .  ,  ^  prize  zabdal- 

iurpnze  him.  lo  which  intent  he  fent  a  iah. 

•  body 
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body  of  troops  to  Medina,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Serjabil,  to  whom  he  gave  the  ne- 
ceflary  orders  for  carrying  his  defign  into 
execution. 

Abdallah  having  received  advice  of  the 
ftep  taken  by  Almoktar,  fent  alfo  a  body  of 
forces  to  Medina,  under  the  command  of  Ab- 
bas-ebn-Sahel,  whom  he  gave  orders  clofely  to 
watch  Almoktar’s  motions,  and  to  ftrive  to 
difcover  his  defign  :  to  receive  his  troops  in 
cafe  they  appeared  ready  and  willing  to  ferve 
him  againfl:  the  Syrians,  but  to  deftroy  them, 
if  he  fufpedled  they  entertained  the  leaft 
treacherous  defigns. 

Abbas  having  marched  into  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Medina,  met  Serjabil,  who  was 
alfo  approaching  to  that  city.  He  had  a  con¬ 
ference  with  him,  which  proved  to  his  fatif- 
fa&ion  ;  for  having  afked  him  if  he  did  not 
own  himfelf  to  be  Abdallah's  fubjedt,  Ser¬ 
jabil  readily  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  But 
Abbas  having  propofed  to  him  to  join  their 
troops,  and  march  together  to  Diikroa,  (whither 
Abdallah  had  ordered  his  general  to  advance 
to  'give  battle  to  Abdolmelik’s  army)  Ser¬ 
ial)  il  fhewed  by  his  anfwer  that  he  had  not 
been  fincere  in  acknowledging  Abdallah  :  he 
declared  that  his  orders  were  to  march  only 
to  Medina,  and  therefore  he  would  not  go 
to  any  other  place,  without  frefh  inftru&ions 
from  Almoktar. 

By  this  refufal  of  compliance,  Abbas 
violently  fufpedled  how  the  matter  was;  he 
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refolved  to  deftroy  Serjabil,  and  overthrow  Abdolme- 
his  troops  ;  however,  he  concealed  his  defign,  He  L^6 
and  pretending  not  to  be  furprized  at  his  an-  chSær.  68*5, 
fwer,  he  told  him,  he  was  much  in  the 
,  right  to  obey  his  orders,  but  that  for  his  own 
part  he  mu  ft  march  up  to  Abdolmelik’s  army 
fo  foon  as  his  troops  were  a  little  refreshed. 

In  the  mean  time  Serjabil  was  greatly  Abbas  fur- 
diftrefted  for  want  of  provifions,  and  Abbas  F^fs  Ser- 

n  r  1  •  r  1  ,  j  jabil  s  troops, 

generouily  lent  him  as  much  as  he  wanted,  and  cuts  them 

Plenty  being  thus  fuddenly  reftored  to  the  in  pieces. 

foldiers,  who  had  been  almoft  ftarved  during 

their  march,  they  forthwith  left  their  ranks, 

and  ran  backwards  and  forwards  for  water 

and  other  things  neceflary  to  drefs  their 

provifions. 

Abbas  perceiving  the  diforder  they  were 
in,  feized  the  opportunity  of  ftriking  the 
intended  blow.  He  fell  fuddenly  on  Ser- 
jabil’s  men,  and  made  a  horrid  flaughter  of 
them.  The  general  did  all  in  his  power  to 
rally  and  face  the  enemy  3  but  he  was  killed 
on  the  fpot,  and  all  that  were  about  him 
were  cut  in  pieces.  However,  Abbas  re¬ 
ft  rained  his  men  in  the  heat  of  the  purfuit, 
and  gave  quarter  to  a  great  number  of  Ser- 
jabiPs  foldiers,  whom  he  afterwards  fet  at 
liberty. 

When  Almoktar  heard  the  news  of  this 
I  terrible  defeat,  he  difpatched  forthwith  a 
meffenger  to  Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah,  who 
was  then  at  Mecca.  He  acquainted  him 
with  the  difafter  that  had  happened,  and 

told 


2^8 

A  BDOLME- 
HK.  * 

Hegyra  66. 
eh.  aer.  685. 


Mahomet  ré¬ 
futés  to  pro- 
fecute  his 
claim  to  the 
Caliphate. 


The  HISTOR  Y  of 

told  him  that  as  this  lofs  particularly  affedted 
the  Alians,  whofe  chief  he  was,  fo  he  would 
enable  him  fpeedily  to  repair  it,  if  he  would 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army, 
which  the  Cufians  had  promifed  to  fend  in 
a  very  fhort  time. 

Mahomet  was  unmoved  at  Almoktar’s  of¬ 
fers.  He  led  a  quiet  inoffenfive  life  at 
Mecca  with  the  reft  of  the  Alians  his  kinf- 
men  ;  and  fo  far  were  they  from  raffing  any 
disturbance,  that  they  always  perfuaded  their 
friends  to  peace.  Mahomet  thanked  him 
for  the  zeal  and  affeftion  he  Shewed  to 
his  family  3  but  at  the  fame  time  afiured  him 
he  had  not  the  leaft  intention  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  arms  ;  that  he  left  the  event  to 
God,  and  until  it  Should  pleafe  the  divine 
providence  to  produce  fomething  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  he  Should  continue  to  do  that  which 
was  good,  and  efchew  that  which  was  evil  •  that 
he  advifed  him  to  do  the  fame,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  abftain  from  Shedding  blood. 

Almoktar,  who  expected  a  very  different 
kind  of  anfwer,  was  greatly  perplexed  when 
Mahomet  had  acquainted  him  with  his  re¬ 
flations.  He  did  not  think  fit  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  Cufians  the  letter  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  ^  on  the  contrary  he  told  them,  that 
Mahomet  had  commanded  him  to  do  that 
which  is  right,  and  rejedt  infidelity  and 
perfidioufnefs.  He  therefore  continued  to 
adt  of  his  own  authority  in  an  affair  in  which 
he  was  difclaimed  by  the  perfon  who  was 
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chiefly  concerned  ;  and  he  aflembled  a  great  Abd.olmb- 
body  of  malcontents,  who  readily  joined  in  LIK* 
railing  diflurbances  under  pretence  of  re-  chFær ^6$$ 
venging  the  death  of  Hoffein,  and  refloring 
the  Alians  to  the  throne. 

Though  Abdallah  was  thoroughly  acquain-  Abdallah 
ted  with  the  difpofitions  of  Mahomet  and  his  £ometand" 
family,  and  well  knew  they  had  no  (hare  in  his  family  to 
the  troubles  which  then  reigned  in  Arabia,  be  feized’ 
he  yet  thought  himfelf  obliged,  in  point  of 
policy,  to  facrifice  them  for  the  fake  of  his 
own  fafety.  They  were  indeed  quiet  them- 
felves;  but  on  pretence  of  their  right  and 
title,  plots  were  continually  forming  by  am¬ 
bitious  and  turbulent  men  :  he  therefore 
cruelly  refolved  to  deflroy  them. 

He  caufed  Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah  and 
his  family,  with  about  feventeen  of  the 
principal  Cufians,  to  be  feized,  and  impri- 
foned  in  a  certain  inclofure,  where  flood 
the  famous  well  of  Zemzem  He  required 
them  to  acknowledge  him  as  Caliph  within 
a  certain  limited  time  ;  and  threatened,  that 
in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  he  would  put  them 
to  death,  and  burn  their  bodies  to  afhes,  fo 
as  not  the  leaft  mark  might  remain,  capable 
of  furnifhing  a  pretext  for  future  com¬ 
motions. 

Thefe  menaces  were  not  capable  of  fhaking 
the  conftancy  of  the  Alians.  Though  Ma-* 

*  The  Mahometans  alledge,  that  the  Zemzem  is  on  the 
fame  fpot  with  the  fpring  which  the  angel  difcovered  to  Ha- 
gar,  when  lhe  went  into  the  defert  with  her  ion  Iihmael. 
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homet-ben-Hanifiah  had  fo  much  to  fear 
from  the  fury  of  Abdallah,  yet  he  preferved 
his  ufual  tranquillity  of  mind  5  and  patiently 
refigning  himfelf  to  the  will  of  providence, 
he  left  the  event  to  heaven.  But  it  was  not 
fo  with  fome  of  his  fellow  prifoners  ;  they 
found  means  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
guards,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Almoktar,  in 
which  they  acquainted  him  of  their  dan- 
gerous  fituation. 

That  captain  inftantly  took  meafures  to 
fet  them  at  liberty,  and  he  ordered  the 
troops  he  fent  out  for  that  purpofe  to  march 
in  fmall  detachments  one  after  the  other,  as 
well  to  avoid  fufpicion,  as  on  account  of  the 
eonveniency  of  the  foldiers  on  their  route. 
At  the  head  of  thefe  detachments  he  placed 
an  officer  of  diftindlion  called  Abu-aljodali, 
who  prelfed  on  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  towards 
Mecca,  having  with  him  only  feventy  horfe  5 
but  they  were  all  men  of  approved  valour. 
When  he  was  affured  that  the  feveral  bodies 
had  reached  the  places  appointed  for  them  to 
halt,  and  that  they  could  eafily  and  fpeedily 
join  him  on  the  firft  lignai,  he  advanced  to 
attack  the  inclofure  of  the  Zemzem,  where 
the  Alians  were  kept  prifoners. 

And  they  arrived  there  very  opportunely, 
for  the  time  limited  by  the  fon  of  Zobeir 
was  almoft  expired.  Abdallah  had  received 
intelligence  that  a  body  of  troops  were  pre- 
paring  to  force  the  inclofure  of  the  Zemzem  ; 
but  when  he  was  acquainted  with  the  finall- 
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;  nefs  of  their  numbers,  he  defpifed  them;  Abdolme- 
1  and  thought  the  guard  would  be  fufficient  to  He  L^6 
repulfe  them.  And  they  behaved  very  re- chfænôsJ, 
folutely,  infomuch  that  Aljodali  feigned  a 
retreat,  and  came  to  the  place  where  he  could 
give  the  appointed  fignal  to  the  other  detach¬ 
ments  who  lay  there  in  ambufcade.  The 
i  whole  body  having  joined  their  commander, 

!  Aljodali  made  a  frefh  attack,  and  fell  on  fo 
j  furioufly,  that  the  guard  could  not  withftand 
it.  He  was  on  the  point  of  entering  the  in- 
I  clofure  of  the  Zemzem,  but  Mahomet  ran 
j  out  and  entreated  him  not  to  fuffer  fo  facred 
a  place  to  be  polluted  with  Mulfulman  blood 
on  his  account. 

In  the  mean  time  Abdallah  arriving  to  fuf-  Abdallah’s 
tain  the  guard,  threatened  Aljodali  that  if  troops  are  de- 

he  did  not  retire  with  his  troops,  he  would  ^ is  taken 
inftantly  cut  them  in  pieces.  But  Aljodali,  prifoner. 
flufhed  with  his  firft  advantage,  boldly  an- 
fwered,  that  if  all  the  prifoners  in  the  Zem¬ 
zem  were  not  forthwith  releafed,  he  would 
fall  on  the  Meccans,  and  deftroy  them  to  a 
man.  And  Abdallah  not  feeming  difpofed 
to  comply,  the  order  for  the  attack  was  given  ; 
his  troops  were  defeated,  and  he  himfelf 
was  taken  prifoner. 

The  Meccans  having  fallied  out  in  defence  Abdallah  atd 
of  Abdallah,  the  combat  had  like  to  have  Mahomet  are 
been  renewed  with  greater  fury  than  before,  fet  at  llo*rty’ 
When  Mahomet-ben-Hanifiah  interpofed,  and 
by  means  of  gentle  intreaties,  at  laft  pre^ 
vailed  on  the  generals  to  reftrain  the  troops  : 
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and  the  tumult  being  a  little  appeafed,  they 
held  a  conference,  and  entered  into  an  accom¬ 
modation  ;  in  confequence  of  which  Abdallah 
was  fet  at  liberty,  and  Mahomet  with  his 
family  and  friends  were  permitted  to  depart 
from  Mecca. 

Whilft  Almoktar,  by  the  affiftance  of  his 
generals,  was  thus  extricating  the  Alians  from 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  they  laboured 
under,  he  was  himfelf  greatly  perplexed  by 
the  arrival  of  Abdolmelik’s  army,  which  was 
making  forced  marches  towards  Cufah,  under 
the  command  of  Obeidollah. 

However,  far  from  being  difcou raged  at 
fight  of  the  impending  danger,  he  was  ani¬ 
mated  the  more,  and  even  infufed  a  portion 
of  his  fpirit  into  the  Cufians,  who,  with  the 
utmoft  ardour,  took  up  arms  againft  him, 
whom  they  looked  upon  to  be  the  murderer 
of  Hofiein.  Almoktar  appointed  Ibrahim 
ben-Alafhtar  to  be  their  general,  and  to 
prevent  Obeidollah  from  advancing  to  Cufah, 
he  ordered  Ibrahim  to  march  with  all  ipeed,, 
and  to  give  him  battle. 

His  orders  were  executed  with  the  utmolti 
fuccefs.  Ibrahim  came  up  with  Obeidollah 
in  the  plains  at  fome  diftance  from  Cufah,» 


and  brought  on  an  aftion,  in  which  the: 


Cufians  performed  prodigies  of  valour.  The; 
Syrian  troops,  unable  to  withftand  fuch  furious) 
attacks,  were  totally  routed  :  a  great  number 
fell  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  were  killed  ira 
the  purfuit,  and  a  ftill  greater  number  periffied 
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in  attempting  to  ford  a  river.  Obeidollah  Abdolme* 
was  taken  prifoner  during  the  heat  of  the  H  o.L.Ik’ , 
adtion,  and  was  foon  doomed  to  die.  They  chTæn  685, 
dealt  out  to  him  the  fame  meafure  as  he  had 
dealt  to  Hoflein  ;  they  cut  off  his  head  on  Obeidollah  is 
the  field  of  battle*  and  forthwith  fent  it  to  beiieaded* 
Almoktar,  who  was  then  at  the  caftle  of 
Cufah.  Thus  fell  that  implacable  enemy 
of  the  Alians,  who,  as  well  on  account  of 
his  enthufiaftic  notions  in  religion,  as  of  his 
cruel  dealings,  was  held  in  utter  deteftation 
by  all  fuch  as  had  the  leaft  regard  to  the 
memory  of  Hoffein. 

The  death  of  Obeidollah  was  not  fuffi-  ra  67» 
cient  to  fatisfy  the  vengeful  defigns  of  Al-  '  ær‘  68 J* 
moktar  againfl:  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  flfefïhcm 
Ali  :  he  commanded  a  frefh  fearch  to  be  donation  of 
made  in  Cufah  and  the  adjacent  places,  and  the  Cufians 
wherever  any  of  them  were  difcovered,  he  j^3hls  cmeI’ 
put  them  to  death  without  mercy.  The 
people  highly  complained  of  thefe  barbarities, 
and  being  enraged  at  the  fight  of  fo  much 
bloodfhed,  the  fame  Cufians  who  had  marched 
under  his  colours  with  a  courage  bordering 
on  frenzy,  were  the  firft  to  complain  of  his 
tyranny  and  barbarity. 

Mufab-ebn-Zobeir  having  been  fent  by  They  prevail 
his  brother  Abdallah  to  Baforah,  the  Cufians  on  Mufab  to 

applied  to  him  for  afiiftance  and  red  refs.  againKin^ 
Mufab,  who  was  well  pleafed  to  find  an 
opportunity  of  repaying  the  injuries  which 
Almoktar  had  done  to  Abdallah,  promifed 
that  he  would  march  out  againfl:  him  fo 
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foon  as  he  could  aflemble  a  body  of  forces 
fufficient  for  that  undertaking. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution  he  wrote 
to  Mohalleb,  who  was  his  lieutenant  over 
Perfia,  commanding  him  to  come  forthwith 
and  join  him  with  fupplies  of  men  and  money  ; 
and  Mohalleb  obeying  the  fummons,  they 
joined  their  forces  and  marched  towards 
Cufah. 

Almoktar  was  no  fooner  informed  of  that 
flep,  than  he  marched  out  of  the  city  at  the 
head  of  his  forces,  flattering  himfelf  that  he 
fhould  get  the  better  of  Mufab  with  the 
fame  eafe  as  he  had  fubdued  Obeidollah  ;  but 
things  took  a  different  turn.  The  two  armies 
met,  and  a  bloody  adion  enfued,  in  which 
both  parties  fought  not  only  with  the  utmofl 
bravery,  but  even  with  a  kind  of  obftinate 
fury.  The  vidory  was  long  doubtful  •  but 
at  lafl  Almoktar’s  troops  gave  ground,  and 
were  thrown  into  diforder.  That  general 
ufed  his  utmofl:  efforts  to  rally  them,  but 
without  fuccefs:  and  finding  it  impoflible 
longer  to  make  head  againfl:  an  enemy,  whofe 
courage  feemed  to  increafe  in  proportion  to 
the  advantages  they  gained,  he  retreated  with 
his  befl:  troops  into  the  caftle  of  Cufah. 

Mufab  purfued  him,  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
place.  Almoktar,  by  his  valour  and  adivity, 
animated  his  foldiers,  who  made  a  mofl  gal¬ 
lant  defence.  Even  the  want  of  provifions 
did  not  abate  their  courage,  and  they  fuftained 
famine,  and  refifted  the  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
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with  equal  refolution.  But  at  laft  Almoktar  Abdolj 
having  been  killed  in  an  attack,  his  lofs  drewHe  LrIK* 
on  that  of  the  place,  and  the  garrifon  fur-  ch?ær?686. 
rendered  at  difcretion. 

Mufab  made  a  cruel  ufe  of  his  vidory  ;  he 
put  the  whole  garrifon,  which  amounted  to 
about  feven  thoufand  men,  to  the  fword. 

But  this  piece  of  vengeance  was  far  from 
equalling  the  cruelties  executed  by  Almoktar 
on  all  fuch  as  he  knew  or  fufpeded  to  be 
enemies  to  the  houfe  of  Ali.  He  never  par¬ 
doned  one  of  them  ;  and  authors  aflert,  that 
he  deftroyed  more  than  fifty  thoufand  men, 
without  reckoning  fuch  as  were  flain  in  the 
feveral  battles  he  fought.  He  was  killed  in 
the  67th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  was  then 
67  years  old. 

The  defeat  of  Almoktar  would  have  been 
a  lucky  event  for  Abdolmelik,  had  not  his 
rival  Abdallah  been  the  occafion  of  it.  For 
though  by  that  vidory  they  were  both  freed 
from  a  very  enterprizing  foe,  yet  it  was  of 
infinitely  greater  advantage  to  Abdallah,  who 
having  thus  got  rid  of  fuch  an  enemy,  was 
in  a  much  better  condition  of  extending  his 
power  in  Arabia,  and  even  of  making  at¬ 
tempts  beyond  the  frontiers  of  that  province. 

Abdolmelik,  therefore,  having  no  other  Hegyra  68, 
means  left  but  to  join  all  his  forces  in  order  Ch.  ær,  687, 
to  fubdue  fo  potent  a  competitor,  made  the  Famine  in 
utmoft  preparations  for  marching  into  Arabia  $  syria* 
but  his  defigns  were  rendered  abortive  by  a 
terrible  famine  which  then  raged  in  Syria  % 
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and  the  diftempers  which  ufually  attend  it 
carried  off  fo  great  a  number  of  men,  that 
Abdolmelik  was  not  in  a  condition,  at  leaft 
during  that  year,  of  engaging  in  any  confi- 
derable  enterprize. 

The  next  year  the  Caliph  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  with  a  defign  to 
attack  Abdallah’s  army,  which  was  ftill  com¬ 
manded  by  Mü fab  his  brother,  the  conqueror 
of  Almoktar.  When  Abdolmelik  departed 
from  Damafcus,  he  appointed  Amru  the  fon 
of  Said  to  be  governor  of  that  capital  ;  but 
fo  foon  as  the  Caliph  was  marched  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  Amru  began  to  cabal,  and 
formed  a  ftrong  party,  by  means  of  which 
he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  city. 

So  foon  as  Abdolmelik  received  advice  of 
this  treafonable  afl:,  he  returned  to  Damaf¬ 
cus,  and  at  his  arrival  faw  to  how  high  a  pitch 
Amru  had  carried  his  difobedience.  That 
rebel  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
troops  ready  to  oppofe  the  Caliph.  And  the 
latter  preparing  to  reduce  him  by  force,  the 
Damafcenes  were  on  the  point  of  cutting 
each  others  throats,  but  the  women  ran  out 
with  their  children  in  their  arms,  and  throw¬ 
ing  themfelves  bet  ween  the  contending  parties, 
with  loud  cries  earneftly  fupplicated  both  the 
Caliph  and  Amru  not  to  fhed  the  blood  of 
Mùffüîmen,  but  rather  to  unite  in  oppofing 
the  common  enemies  of  the  nation.  Amru3 
being  moved  both  at  their  cries  and  remon¬ 
trances,  and  having  alfo  reflected  on  the 
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rafhnefs  of  his  undertakings  eonfented  to  Abdolme- 

and  fome  Syrian  lords  LIK' 

fupprefs  the  infurre&ion,  ch^ôst. 
Abdolmelik  eonfented  to  an  accommodation, 
without  feeming  to  require  the  lead  repa¬ 
ration  for  the  outrage  which  Amru  had  com¬ 
mitted  againlt  him. 

But  {landing  in  competition  for  a  crown  is  Treachery  of 
a  crime  never  to  be  forgiven  ;  and  in  a  few the  Caliph  to¬ 
days  Abdolmelik  fent  for  Amru,  faying,  he  wards  Amru- 
had  fomething  to  communicate  to  him.  At 
the  time  he  received  the  meflage,  he  was  in 
company  of  his  wife  and  a  few  friends,  who 
difluaded  him  from  trufting  himfelf  in  the 
Caliph's  hands.  But  he  would  not  liften  to 
their  advice;  he  even  refufed  to  take  any 
weapon  with  him,  or  even  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  any  guard  :  but  having  {tumbled 
as  he  went  out  at  the  door  of  his  houfe,  he 
thought  it  was  a  bad  omen  ;  he  therefore  re¬ 
turned,  girt  on  his  fword,  and  put  on  private 
armour,  and  he  alfo  eonfented  that  about  one 
hundred  of  his  friends  fhould  attend  him  to 
Abdolmelik's  houfe,  which  they  performed 
accordingly. 

When  he  had  pafled  the  firft  gate  of  the 
palace,  it  fhut  upon  his  men,  and  none  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  in  with  him,  but  a  young  do- 
me ftick.  He  certainly  had  great  reafon  to  con- 
fider  this  event  as  a  much  more  Unifier  omen 
than  his  having  {tumbled  at  the  door  of  his 
houfe  ;  however,  it  is  not  faid  that  he  took 
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any  notice  of  it:  he  went  on,  and  entered  the 
Caliph’s  apartment. 

That  prince  gave  him  a  rooft  gracious  re- 
ception  ;  he  placed  Amru  on  the  fame  couch 
whereon  he  fat  himfelf,  and  fpoke  to  him 
with  great  civility  and  feeming  cordiality. 
After  a  pretty  long  converfation,  he  ordered 
one  of  his  fervants  to  take  off  Amru’s  fword, 
and  he  feeming  unwilling  to  part  with  it  ; 
fC  What,”  faid  Abdolmelik  to  Amru,  cc  Do 
you  fo  wrongfully  fufpeit  me  as  to  fit  in  my 
prefence  with  your  fword  on,  and  elpecially 
when  you  fee  I  am  unarmed  ?” 

Amru  feemed  a  little  difconcerted  at  thefe 
words  of  the  Caliph,  however  he  complied,  and 
gave  up  his  fword.  The  next  moment  Ab¬ 
dolmelik  turning  towards  him,  and  viewing 
him  with  great  difdain,  told  him,  that  when 
he  was  firft  informed  of  his  revolt,  he  had 
made  an  oath,  that  if  he  ever  got  him  into 
his  power,  he  would  put  him  in  chains.  In 
vain  did  Amru  befeech  the  Caliph  to  confider 
that  he  had  voluntarily  put  himfelf  into  his 
hands,  and  that  fo  unreferved  a  conduit 
feemed  to  entitle  him  to  be  treated  with 
more  humanity  :  but  Abdolmelik  drew  the 
fetters  from  under  his  cufhion,  and  cau^ 
fed  them  to  be  fixed  on  his  hands  and 
feet. 

The  Caliph,  not  content  with  the  mor¬ 
tifying  condition  to  which  he  had  reduced 
fo  famous  a  captain  as  Amru,  infulted  him 
ftill  farther  by  blows2  and  dragged  him  fo 
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violently  againft  a  couch,  that  he  beat  out  Abdolme- 
two  of  his  fore  teeth,  which  fell  on  the  He  LIK* 
ground.  Some  authors  aflert,  that  the  Caliph  ch.  «r.  68S 
taking  up  the  two  teeth  in  his  hand,  and 
fhewing  them  to  Amru,  faid  to  him,  “  I 
am  fure,  from  what  has  happened,  that 
there  will  never  be  a  fincere  reconcilation 
between  us.”  From  that  moment  he  refolved 
to  (trike  his  head  off,  and  the  muezin  having 
at  the  fame  time  called  to  evening  prayer, 
the  Caliph  went  to  the  mofque,  and  left 
the  execution  of  Amru  to  his  brother  Ab- 
dolaziz,  the  fon  of  Merwan. 

Abdolaziz  was  preparing  to  execute  the 
bafe  office  he  was  appointed  to  perform,  but 
Amru  feeing  him  approach  with  his  drawn 
fword,  told  him  with  great  mildnefs,  that 
he  hoped  he  would  not  diffionour  himfelf 
by  committing  fo  odious  an  adtion,  and  en¬ 
treated  him  to  refer  the  perpetration  of  it 
to  fome  other  perfon,  who  was  not  fo  nearly 
related  to  him.  Abdolaziz  was  fo  moved  at 
this  reprefentation,  and  the  intended  fadt  ap¬ 
peared  to  his  imagination  in  fuch  odious 
colours,  that  he  threw  away  his  fword,  and 
left  the  room. 

When  Abdolmelik  returned  from  the  Amru  is  kil- 
mofque,  he  was  furprized  to  find  Amru  dill led  by the 
alive.  He  therefore  refolved  to  be  the  ex- 
ecutioner  of  his  own  fentence  ;  he  called  for 
a  lance,  and  therewith  (truck  his  enemy  a 
violent  blow,  but  it  did  not  penetrate.  He 
repeated  the  ftrqke  but  without  effedt,  for 
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Abdolme-  Amru  had  a  coat  of  mail  under  his  garment  $ 
Heo-  which  Abdolmelik  perceiving,  he  faid  with 

£kfær.  688,  a  malignant  fmile;  <c  I  fee,  coufin,  you  come 
well  prepared  !”  He  then  called  for  his  fword, 
and  having  commanded  Amru  to  be  thrown 
on  his  back,  he  killed  him  with  his  own 
hand. 

But  the  Caliph  was  at  the  fame  inilant 
feized  with  fuch  a  trembling,  that  he  fell  on 
the  body  of  Amru  unable  to  rife  again. 
His  fervants  foon  came  to  his  affiftance,  and 
laid  him  upon  his  couch,  where  he  continued 
fome  time  before  he  could  recover  himfelf. 
The  death  of  Whilft  thefe  things  were  paffing  in  the 

a  fcdition.  palace,  a  difturbance  arofe  abroad  on  account 
of  Amru.  It  was  obferved  that  he  did  not 
attend  the  Caliph  to  prayers.  In  a  fhort 
time  their  fufpicions  increafed  5  and  it  was 
at  laft  rumoured  that  the  Caliph  had  either 
killed  him,  or  kept  him  prifonér. 

Upon  this,  John,  Amru’s  brother,  took 
with  him  fome  of  his  friends,  and  a  conli- 
derable  number  of  Haves,  and  went  at  their 
head  to  the  palace  to  demand  his  brother. 
Being  denied  entrance,  he  broke  open  the 
gates,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  guards.  The 
Caliph  foon  affembled  men  enough  to  repulfe 
the  mutineers,  but  that  k  might  be  done 
with  lefs  danger,  he  caufed  Amru’s  head  to 
be  thrown  out  of  the  window,  to  fatisfy  them 
that  all  their  efforts  to  fave  that  Muffulman 
would  be  ufelefs.  He  alfo  ordered  fome  of 
his  people  to  throw  out  plenty  of  money,  to 
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amufe  and  employ  the  flaves;  and  in  the 
mean  time  his  guards  beat  off  John  and  his 
friends,  who  preffing  on,  and  killing  and 
wounding  all  they  met,  were  attempting  to 
force  their  way  into  the  interior  part  of  the 
palace.  In  this  rencounter,  John  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  fentenced  to  have  his  head 
ftruck  off  on  the  fpot.  But  Abdolaziz  en¬ 
treated  the  Caliph  to  defer  the  execution, 
that  he  might  not  be  reproached  with  having 
in  the  fame  day  put  to  death  two  of  his  coufins 
who  were  of  the  Ommiyan  family. 

The  Caliph  yielded  to  his  brother’s  intreaty, 
and  fent  John  to  prifon,  together  with  fuch 
of  his  friends  as  they  had  feized,  for  being 
concerned  in  the  infurredtion.  They  con¬ 
tinued  in  confinement  about  a  month,  at 
which  time  the  Caliph  held  a  council  to  decide 
their  fate.  He  was  for  putting  them  to  death  ; 
but  the  major  part  of  the  council  having 
re  prefen  ted  to  him,  that  thofe  people  being 
aim  oft  all  his  near  relations,  it  would  be 
better  to  give  them  their  liberty,  on  con¬ 
dition,  however,  that  they  flhould  quit  Damafi» 
eus.  This  advice  took  place;  the  Caliph 
banifhed  John  and  his  friends,  without  ap¬ 
pointing  any  place  of  exile  ;  he  permitted 
them  to  go  where  they  thought  fit,  even  to 
Mufab-ebn-Zobeir  his  enemy,  but  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  informed,  that  if  they  bore 
arms  in  Mufab’s  fervice,  and  fhould  happen 
to  be  taken  prifoners3  they  would  be  treated 
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John  and  his  friends,  little  expedïing  to 
be  treated  fo  mercifully,  with  great  joy  com¬ 
plied  with  the  fentence  of  banifhment,  and 
retired  into  Irak  to  Mufab-ebn-Zobeir,  who 
was  ftill  in  arms  to  fupport  the  rights  of  his 
brother  Abdallah  againft  the  attempts  of 
Abdolmelik. 

That  Caliph  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  his 
power  in  Arabia,  notwithftanding  the  great 
credit  and  intereft  which  the  two  fons  of 
Zobeir  had  gained  in  that  province,  which 
proved  great  obftacles  to  his  defign.  To  this 
intent  he  refolved  to  negociate  a  treaty  of 
accommodation  with  the  Greeks,  who  had 
made  an  incurfion  into  Syria.  Abdolmelik, 
not  being  able  to  face  them,  and  at  the  fame 
time  effectually  continue  the  war  in  Arabia, 
chofe  to  treat  with  the  grecian  emperor,  who 
confented  to  retire,  in  confideration  of  the  fum 
of  fifty  thoufand  ducats,  which  the  Caliph 
agreed  to  pay  him  yearly. 

But  this  accommodation  was  far  from 
being  eafily  brought  about,  almofl:  all  the 
whole  70th  year  of  the  Hegyra  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  concluding  it.  So  foon  as  that  im¬ 
portant  affair  was  ended,  Abdolmelik,  having 
no  more  to  fear  from  the  Greeks,  was  folely 
employed  in  preparations  for  the  war  in 
Arabia,  which  however  he  could  not  pro- 
fecute  till  the  71ft  year  of  the  Hegyra. 

As  he  had  formed  a  refolution  of  march¬ 
ing  in  perfon,  and  heading  his  troops,  he 
put  to  death  all  thofe  that  had  been  concerned 
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in  the  revolt  with  Amru.  In  a  fhort  time  Abuolme- 
he  was  ready  to  begin  his  march,  but  the  LrK‘ 
Syrian  nobility  did  not  approve  of  his  engag-  ^ær? 
ing  in  this  expedition,  and  ftrongly  oppofed  ' 

it  ;  though  they  at  the  fame  time  agreed  it  preparations 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  the  war  fhould  be  for  marching; 
carried  on  in  Arabia.  They  wifely  remon-  Ab 
ftrated  to  him,  that  it  was  to  be  feared  many 
malecontents  were  ftill  left,  who  might  take 
advantage  of  his  abfence  to  raife  difturbances 
in  the  capital.  Befides,  as  the  event  of  war 
was  very  uncertain,  they  urged  the  great 
grief  he  mu  ft  feel  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  de¬ 
feated  ;  and  to  what  danger  the  Ommiyans 
in  general  would  be  expofed,  if  he  fhould  be 
killed  or  made  prifoner. 

To  this  the  Caliph  anfwered,  that  though 
their  reafons  were  very  ftrong,  yet  he  could 
not  follow  their  advice,  fince  the  war  in 
Arabia  muft  be  managed  in  a  particular  kind 
of  manner.  He  obligingly  told  them,  that 
if  no  more  had  been  neceflary  than  to  place 
at  the  head  of  the  army  a  general  of  confum- 
mate  bravery  and  experience,  he  fhould  have 
met  with  no  difficulty  in  finding  many  fuch 
in  Syria,  and  he  would  then  with  great 
pleafure  have  yielded  to  their  requeft  :  but 
added  he,  in  order  to  attack  Mufab  with 
fuccefs,  arms  and  military  fkill  alone  will  not 
fuflice;  cunning,  artifice,  and  fubtilty  muft 
be  put  in  practice  ;  in  which  refpect  I  cannot 
well  rely  on  any  other  perfon,  and  therefore 
my  prefence  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  for  I 

fhall 
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Aedolme-  fliall  then  fee  all  that  paffes  with  my  own  eyes, 

H-gyri^  i  anc*  t0  ma^e  the  moft  of  all 

Chfær.  6go.  advantages  that  offer. 

Abdolmelik  therefore  fhortly  began  his 
march  to  join  the  main  body  of  his  army,  at 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  He  had 
fent  before  him  one  of  his  captains,  named 
Khaled-ebn-Afid,  and  other  emiffaries,  to  Ba- 
forah,  with  orders  to  endeavour  to  form  a  party 
there,  and  bring  over  to  his  intereft  fome  of 
Mufab’s  chief  friends.  He  had  in  the  mean 
time  wrote  feveral  letters  to  the  leading  men, 
and  particularly  to  Ibrahim-ben-Alafhtar,  full 
of  large  promifes  in  cafe  they  would  join  him  ; 
but  Ibrahim  remained  faithful  to  Mu  fab. 
He  even  delivered  to  him  the  Caliph's  letter 
fealed  up,  for  he  had  not  deigned  to  open  it, 
not  doubting  but  that  it  contained  propofals 
which  would  not  quadrate  with  his  way  of 
thinking;  and  indeed  Abdolmelik  promifed 
him  no  lefs  than  the  government  of  Irak,  if 
he  would  come  over  to  his  party. 

Abdolmelik  received  no  anfwer  from  Ibra¬ 
him;  but  he  received  advice  that  Mufab 
was  making  hafty  marches  towards  him, 
with  intent  to  give  him  battle.  The  Caliph 
went  out  againft  him  with  the  greater  con¬ 
fidence,  as  he  was  at  the  fame  time  informed 
that  Omar-ebn- Abdallah,  and  Mohalleb  were 
not  then  with  Mufab.  Abdolmelik  dread¬ 
ed  the  prefence  of  thofe  two  officers,  who 
were  men  of  great  courage  and  conduct. 
When  he  found  therefore  that  they  were 

abfent. 


The  Caliph, 
meets  the 
enemy,  and 
defeats  them. 


T 


* 


the  A  R  A  B  I  A  IN  S,  25 

àbfent,  he  faid  to  his  generals,  ic  I  think  I  Abdolme- 
may  depend  upon  gaining  the  vidtory,  as  R  LIK‘ 
Mufab  will  have  nobody  to  help  him.”  chSær!  6qo 

The  two  armies  joined  battle  at  a  place 
called  Mafken,  and  the  adtion  began  almoft 
as  foon  as  they  arrived  there.  Ibrahim-ebn- 
Alafhtar,  Mufab’s  faithful  friend,  gave  the 
firft  charge  on  the  Syrians,  and  fought  with 
great  bravery  5  but  he  was  repulfed  by  Ma- 
homet-ebn-Haroun,  an  adverfary  of  equal 
bravery.  Ibrahim  renewed  the  attack  and 
did  wonders,  and  his  valour  at  laft  proved 
fatal  to  him  ;  for  having  expofed  himfelf 
with  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  he  was  killed 
on  the  fpot. 

The  lofs  of  the  general  brought  on  the  de¬ 
finition  of  Mufab’s  army;  the  horfe  took 
to  flight,  the  Irakians  abandoned  him,  fo  that 
a  total  rout  feemed  inevitable.  Mufab  ama¬ 
zed  to  find  himfelf  fo  deferted,  could  not 
tell  what  was  the  caufe  of  his  misfortune  : 
but  he  no  longer  doubted  when  he  heard 
that  Ibrahim  was  killed.  He  cried  out  in  a 
fit  of  defpair,  <c  O  Ibrahim  !  but  there  is  no 
Ibrahim  for  me  to  day  !”  He  firove however  to 
conceal  his  grief,  and  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts 
to  encourage  and  rally  his  troops.  Per¬ 
ceiving  his  forlorn  condition,  he  was  deflrous 
of  faving  his  fon  Iffa  from  the  danger.  Iffa, 
though  but  fifteen  years  old,  had  behaved 
with  all  the' bravery  of  a  veteran.  Mufab 
perfuaded  him -to  go  to  Mecca  with  the 
utmoft  fpeed,  and  acquaint  his  uncle  Abdal¬ 
lah- 
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lah-ebn-Zobeir  with  the  perfidioufnefs  of" 
the  Irakians  ;  but  Iffa  would  hot  leave  him. 
That  young  Muffulman  advifed  his  father  to 
attempt  a  retreat  to  Baforah,  in  the  beft  or¬ 
der  he  could,  and  remonftrated  to  him  that 
it  was  the  mod  likely  expedient  for  retriev¬ 
ing  his  Ioffes,  which  would  be  impoffible, 
ffiould  he,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
obftinately  perfift  in  making  head  againft  the 
enemy  :  but  Mufab,  who  looked  upon  a 
retreat  to  be  difhonourable,  anfwered  him,. 
cc  No,  my  fon,  itfhall  never  be  faid  amongft 
the  Coreifh;  that  I  took  a  ftep  which  fo  near¬ 
ly  refembles  a  flight/’  He  therefore  return¬ 
ed  to  the  charge  with  fuch  of  his  troops  as 
had  the  courage  to  follow  him  ;  and  his  fon 
Iffa  threw  himfelf  into  the  thickefl:  of  the 
battle,  to  conquer,  or  rather  to  die  with  his- 
father. 

It  is  faid  that  during  the  engagement  Ab- 
dolmelik  (who  highly  honoured  and  efteem- 
ed  his  enemy,  on  account  of  the  gallant  re- 
fiflance  he  made)  fent  to  Mufab,  and  offer¬ 
ed  quarter  to  him,  and  the  remains  of  his 
troops,  if  he  would  furrender.  But  Mufab, 
though  reduced  to  the  lafl:  extremity,  boldly 
anfwered,  “  That  fuch  men  as  he  did  not 
ufe  to  quit  the  field,  till  they  were  conquerors 
or  vanquifhed.”  The  battle  was  therefore 
continued,  but  it  was  of  no  long  continu¬ 
ance.  Mufab  fell  in  this  laft  attempt,  his 
fon  having  been  firft  flain  before  his  eyes. 
The  remains  of  his  troops  were  foon  difperf- 
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èd,  and  the  Caliph  gained  as  compleat  a  Abdolme* 
vidlory  as  he  could  with.  LIK\ . 

So  foon  as  this  battle  was  over,  Cufah  cKr!  69Ô, 
opened  its  gates  to  the  conqueror,  and  all 
Irak  made  their  fubmiffion  to  him.  The 0f infkfab-^ 
Caliph  fignalized  his  entrance  into  the  capi-  mits  to  the 
tal  by  afts  of  clemency  and  generality.  He  L'aiipÜ!> 
pardoned  John,  (Amru’s  brother)  though  he 
merited  death  for  having  joined  Mulab,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  been  fet  at  liberty  by  Abdolme- 
lik.  John,  out  of  gratitude,  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Caliph,  and  heartily  engaged 
in  his  fervice. 

The  Caliph  having  been  informed  of  the 
great  ftraits  to  which  the  Cufians  were  re¬ 
duced,  he  brought  a  great  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  with  him,  which  he  caufed  to  be 
diftributed  amongft  the  people.  He  alfo 
made  a  fplendid  entertainment  at  the  caftle 
of  Cufah,  to  which  he  invited  the  chief 
officers  and  perfons  of  note  in  the  city. 

At-  this  time  and  place  Mufab’s  head  was 
brought  to  the  Caliph  by  a  Syrian  foldier, 
the  man  who  had  killed  that  general  in  the 
late  engagement,  Abdolmelik  offered  him 
one  thoufand  ducats  as  a  reward  ;  but  the 
foldier  (with  a  greatnefs  of  foul  uncommon 
amongft  men  of  his  rank)  refufed  the  gift* 
faying,  C£  That  he  did  not  kill  Mufab  in 
hopes  'of  a  reward,  but  to  revenge  his  own. 
particular  quarrel.” 

When  Mufab’s  head  was  brought  to  the  Superaitionof 
caftle,  an  obfervation  was  made  by  an  old  Abdolmehk, 
Vol.IL  S  officer. 
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officer  then  prefent  amongft  others,  which 
greatly  moved  the  Caliph.  He  faid,  he  very 
well  remembred  that  was  the  third  head 
which  had  been  brought  thither.  That  he 
had  feen  the  head  of  Hoflein  prefented  to 
Obeidollah,  Obeidollah’s  to  Almoktar,  and 
the  head  of  Mufab  to  Abdolmelik.  Though 
no  reflections  were  made  on  thisobfervation, 
it  funk  deep ,  into  the  Caliph's  mind  :  he 
looked  on  it  as  a  prefage  to  fome  misfortune 
ready  to  befal  him  in  that  place,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  avert  the  ill  omen,  he  not  only  de¬ 
parted  from  the  caftle,  but  commanded  it  to 
be  forthwith  demolished. 

The  news  of  Mufab’s  death  having  foon 
reached  Mecca,  Abdallah-ebn-Zobeir,  his 
brother,  (who  greatly  deplored  his  lofs) 
made  a  fpeech  on  the  occafion  to  the  people 
of  that  city.  In  this  harangue  he  highly 
commended  Zobeir  their  father,  and  fet  be¬ 
fore  them  the  virtues,  piety,  and  great  at- 
chievements  of  that  illuftrious  Muffulman. 
He  concluded  his  difcourfe  in  a  manner  likely 
to  prejudice  the  Meccans  in  his  favour.  Af¬ 
ter  having  exaggerated  the  bafe  and  perfidi¬ 
ous  dealings  of  the  Xrakians,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  the  men  of  Cufah,  he,  by  way  of  con¬ 
trail:,  expatiated  on  the  noble  and  unfhaken 
fidelity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  who 
had  fought  with  fo  great  perfeverance  in 
defence  of  the  truth.  He  affured  them  he 
fhould  always  entertain  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
their  generous  dealings  with  him  >  and  as  it 
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was  probable  that  the  Syrian  troops  would  Aedolme- 
foon  lay  liege  to  Mecca,  he  vowed  that  if 
he  could  not  repulfe  them,  he  would  lofe  chf.  ær/ôco, 
his  life  at  the  head  of  his  beloved  Meccans. 

But  whilft  thefe  people  were  daily  giving 
freffi  proofs  of  their  attachment  to  Abdallah, 
Abdolmelik’s  party  was  gaining  ftrength  in 
the  other  parts  of  Arabia.  So  foon  as 
Mohalleh,  who  was  Mufab’s  lieutenant, 
heard  of  his  general’s  death,  he  came  and 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Caliph, 
and  the  fubmiffion  of  that  officer  proved  a 
very  valuable  acquifition  to  him. 

That  captain  was  then  employed  in  quel-  The  Azara- 
ling  the  disorders  committed  by  the  Azara-  kltes  revoît* 
kites  in  feveral  provinces  of  Arabia.  The 
Azarakites  were  a  branch  of  the  Motazeli, 
and,  like  them,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  any 
authority,  either  fpiritual  or  temporal.  They 
had  kept  the  field  about  three  years,  and 
committed  all  kinds  of  outrages  and  cruelty. 

For  a  long  time  Mohalleb  had  frequently 
come  to  blows  with  them  ;  but  the  actions 
that  had  happened  were  far  from  being  de~ 
cifive,  and  the  fmall  advantages  he  gained, 
had  only  enabled  him  to  prevent  them  from 
extending  themfelves  fo  far  as  they  propofed 
to  do. 

The  death  of  Mufab  gave  them  time  to 
breathe,  and  even  to  recover  new  ftrength, 
by  means  of  the  refolution  which  Mohal¬ 
leb  had  taken  of  fubmitting  to  the  Caliph. 

The  homage  of  fo  famous  a  captain  met 
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with  a  gracious  reception  ;  and  Abdolmelik 
had  taken  care,  at  the  time  he  difpofed  of 
feveral  great  polls  to  the  chief  men  of  his 
court,  that  the  new  convert  fhould  not  re¬ 
pent  the  ftep  he  had  taken.  He  gave  to 
Bafhar,  one  of  his  brothers,  the  government 
of  Cufah  5  Khaled  had  that  of  Baforah,  and 
Mohalleb  was  appointed  lieutenant  of 
Ehwaz,  which  is  part  of  Kufiftan,  and  he 
wasbefides  fuperintendant  of  the  taxes  raifed 
in  that  province.  • 

In  a  fhort  time  Abdolmelik  returned  to 
Syria.  The  war  againft  the  Azarakites  was 
again  taken  in  hand,  and  Khaled  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  carry  it  on.  He  fent  his  brother  Abdo- 
laziz  againft  them  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
troops  :  but  the  event  was  far  from  j uni¬ 
fying  his  choice  of  a  general.  Abdolaziz 
was  totally  defeated,  and  his  wife,  who  ac¬ 
companied  him  in  the  expedition,  was  taken 
prifoner.  The  capture  of  this  woman,  who 
was  very  beautiful,  raifed  great  difputes 
among  fuch  of  them  as  claimed  a  right  to 
her  ;  and  one  of  their  chiefs,  being  greatly 
difpleafed  that  a  ferions  quarrel  fhould  arife 
on  fuch  an  account,  to  end  the  difpute 
ftruck  off  her  head. 

Abdolaziz,  who  was  exceflively  grieved, 
as  well  at  his  defeat,  as  the  lofs  of  what  he 
held  fo  dear,  had  the  additional  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  find,  that  the  misfortune  was  attri¬ 
buted  folely  to  him.  The  Caliph  plainly 
told  Khaled  fo  in  a  letter  he  wrote  in  anfwer 
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to  one  fent  him  by  the  latter,  with  the  par-  Abdolme- 
ticulars  of  the  laft  fatal  battle.  Abdolmelik  He  L^‘  2 
blamed  him  for  having  trufted  the  command  chfær!  691. 
of  the  troops  to  a  perfon  of  fo  little  experi¬ 
ence.  He  afked  him  what  was  become  of 
Mohalleb,  and  why  he  did  not  think  of 
employing  a  captain  fo  renowned  for  his  pe¬ 
netrating  judgment,  and  for  his  courage  and 
fkill  in  the  art  of  war.  He  concluded  his 
letter  with  recommending  it  to  him  to  re¬ 
cruit  his  troops,  that  he  might  again  march 
out  againft  the  Azarakites  without  delay; 
and  he  at  the  fame  time  enjoined  Khaled  not 
to  undertake  any  enterprize  againft  them, 
without  having  previoufly  confulted  Mo¬ 
halleb. 

Khaled  was  not  a  little  mortified  at  the  or¬ 
der  which  the  Caliph  had  given  him  ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  complied  with  it,  and  fent  to  Mo¬ 
halleb  to  come  and  join  him  without  de¬ 
lay.  They  concerted  together  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  were  proper  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
oppofe  the  rebels  with  fuccefs,  and  their 
forces  being  ready,  they  began  their  march 
to  meet  the  enemy. 

They  came  up  with  the  Azarakites  near  The  Azara- 
the  city  of  Ehwaz,  to  which  place  they  are  bea» 
had  advanced.  Mohalleb,  obferving  thatten’ 
the  enemy  had  a  confiderable  number  of 
fhips  on  the  river,  propofed  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter  of  them  ;  but  the  enemy  prevent¬ 
ed  him,  and  fet  them  on  fire,  that  they 
might  not  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  Caliph's 
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troops  againft:  them.  They  then  ftrength- 
ened  themfelves  in  their  intrenchments, 
where  they  continued  near  twenty  days, 
fpight  of  all  the  attempts  that  were  made  to 
draw  them  to  battle.  At  la  ft  they  marched 
out  of  their  ftrong  hold,  and  one  of  the  moft 
bloody  engagements  enfued,  that  had  been 
feen  in  the  memory  of  man.  The  Azara- 
kites,  after  having  flood  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  were  at 
laft  forced  to  give  ground,  and  foon  were 
put  to  a  total  rout.  Some  troops  were  fent 
in  purfuit,  who  made  a  terrible  daughter  of 
all  they  could  come  up  with,  and  followed 
the  reft  even  into  Perfia. 

This  viétory,  together  with  the  other  ad¬ 
vantages  Abdolmelik  had  gained,  enabled 
him  to  make  preparations  for  fubduing  Ab¬ 
dallah  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  the  only  enemy 
that  held  out  againft:  him.  That  ftout  Muf- 
fulman  ftili  maintained  himfelf  on  the  throne 
of  Mecca,  where  he  affirmed  the  title  of 
Caliph,  and  feemed  refolved  not  to  part  with 
it  whilfl  he  lived. 

Abdolmelik  therefore  joined  all  his  troops 
in  a  body,  in  order  to  attack  his  rival,  and 
gave  the  command  of  his  army  to  Hejage, 
one  of  the  moft:  eloquent,  as  well  as  warlike 
captains  amongft  the  Arabians.  He  had 
follicited  that  command  of  the  Caliph,  and 
promifed  him  fuccefs  in  the  enterprize  on 
account  of  a  dream.  cc  One  night,”  faid  he 
to  Abdolmelik,  cc  I  dreamed  that  I  had  taken 
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:  the  fonof  Zobeir,  and  flayed  him  ;  therefore  Abdolme- 
:  commit  the  management  of  the  war  to  me,  TT  LIK' 

co  j— i  pçrvra  i  "7 

.J  and  I  will  forfeit  my  head  if  I  do  not  bring  ch.  ær.  691, 

!  him  to  you  dead  or  alive.” 

The  boldnefs  and  refolution  which  Hejage 
j  fhewed  in  his  requeft  to  march  againft  Ab~ 

I  dallah,  appeared  to  the  Caliph  a  good  omen 
of  fuccefs  in  the  enterprize  :  he  readily  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  the  command  of  his  troops. 

Hejage  made  the  moft  fpeedy  preparations 
for  his  march  to  Mecca,  and  in  order  to 
convince  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  how 
little  he  feared  them,  he  fent  them  a  letter 
couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

cc  Thefe  are  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  The  letter 

1  about  to  lay  fiege  to  your  city.  I  will  not  whlfh  ^ fsnt 

!  leave  your  walls  till  I  am  matter  of  the  cans &  CC 
:  place.  If  you  think  fit  to  offer  reafonable 

:  terms,  I  will  liften  to  them.  I  know  you 

are  under  the  tyrannical  government  of  Ab¬ 
dallah,  who  is  bent  on  preferving  his  title 
till  he  dies,  though  he  fhould  be  buried  un¬ 
der  the  mins  of  your  city.  Think  of  your 
fafety,” 

Hejage  having  fent  away  this  letter,  be¬ 
gan  his  march  in  a  fhort  time  at  the  head  of 
his  troops.  Abdallah,  on  his  part,  made 
preparations  to  oppofe  him  :  but  being  un¬ 
willing  to  wait  till  Hejage  arrived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mecca,  he  fent  out  lève¬ 
rai  detachments  of  cavalry  to  harafs  the  Sy¬ 
rians  in  their  march.  Upon  this,  frequent 
fkirmifhes  happened  between  the  parties,  in 
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which  great  courage  and  refolution  were 
fhewn  on  both  iides ;  however,  the  Meccan 
troops  were  generally  worfted.  Thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  did  not  prevent  the  Syrian  general 
from  collecting,  during  his  march,  fome  con- 
fiderable  reinforcements,  which  were  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  governors  of  fome  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  purfuance  of  the  Caliph’s  orders, 

Hejage  being  provided  with  fo  large  a 
body  of  troops,  fet  down  before  Mecca,  and 
invefted  the  place.  He  foon  began  his  at¬ 
tacks  with  great  fury,  but  without  fuccefs, 
on  account  of  the  gallant  defence  made  by 
Abdallah's  troops.  The  fiege  continued 
eight  months,  and  the  Syrians  had  been  able 
to  make  fo  little  progrefs,  that  they  began 
to  murmur  at  the  exceflive  fatigue  they  were 
forced  to  fuftain.  And  indeed  the  weather 
was  become  fo  tempeftuous,  that  the  foldi- 
ers,  who  were  expofed  to  its  inclemency, 
could  no  longer  bear  it  :  but  it  was  ftill  worfe 
when  a  dreadful  form  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning  came  on,  and  lafted  many  days,  by 
which  twelve  of  the  Syrian  foldiers  were 
killed. 

By  that  accident  their  courage  was  entire¬ 
ly  funk.  They  were  perfuaded  that  heaven 
difapproved  their  undertaking,  and  that  the 
death  of  thofe  twelve  foldiers  was  a  fare  pre- 
fage  of  what  would  befal  the  reft,  if  they 
obftinately  continued  the  fiege. 

Hejage  was  much  difturbed  at  this  event; 
not  that  he  was  fo  weak  or  ignorant  as  to 

believe 
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believe  the  thunder  was  any  more  than  the  Abdolme- 
effedt  of  a  natural  caufe  :  but  the  queftion  TT  LIK*. 

i.  Jtie&vra  72 

was,  how  to  undeceive  and  encourage  his  ter-  chfær.  69  k 
rifled  troops,  which  was  no  eafy  talk.  Happily 
for  him,  the  next  day  another  ftorm  arofe, 
and  the  lightning  killed  fome  of  Abdallah’s 
men.  Hejage  did  not  mifs  fo  fair  an  oppor¬ 
tunity:  “  You  fee,”  faid  he  to  his  fcldiers, 
cc  that  the  lightning  does  not  fpare  your  ene¬ 
mies  any  more  than  you.  But  the  diffe¬ 
rence  between  you  is,  that  you  are  obedient 
to  God,  and  they  difobedient.”  This  fhort 
harangue  had  its  effeâ,  and  the  Syrians  re¬ 
newed  their  attacks  with  frefh  vigour. 

But  what  chiefly  contributed  to  their  Abdallah  is 
marching  uo  boldly  to  the  enemy,  was  the  abandoiied  hY 

o  jl  J  J  hi<;  tvwn  inn? 

intelligence  they  received  of  the  great  con- 
fuflon  which  prevailed  in  the  city.  Abdal¬ 
lah’s  troops  began  to  defert,  his  friends 
abandoned  him,  and  even  his  two  fons, 

Hamzah  and  Hobeid,  came  to  the  camp 
and  demanded  a  conference  with  Hejage, 
in  order  to  procure  conditions  for  them- 
felves. 

Abdallah,  who  was  almoft  worn  out  by  Hegyra73« 
the  fatigues  he  had  fuftained  during  fo  long  ch*  ær*  69z‘ 
a  fiege,  was  utterly  dejefted  to  fee  himfelf  Abdallab’s 
thus  abandoned  on  all  fides,  and  on  the  encourages 
point  of  being  forced  to  yield  to  the  enemy,  him  to  hold 
One  perfon  alone  ftrove  to  roufe  his  courage  : out* 
it  was  his  mother,  a  woman  of  an  undaunted 
fpirit,  and  remarkable  for  her  great  zeal  and 
devotion.  She  was  grand-daughter  to  the 
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illuftrious  Caliph  Abubecre,  and  her  con- 
dud;  had  been  always  fuitable  to  her  noble 
birth. 

That  couragious  woman,  though  then 
ninety  years  old,  had  preferved  all  her  fenfes, 
and  had  ftill  a  noble  refoiution  of  mind  fupe- 
rior  to  all  events.  She  had  been  confulted  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  defence  of  Mecca  ; 
but  fhe  redoubled  her  care  when  fbe  found 
her  fon  in  fo  defparing  a  condition.  She 
accompanied  him  to  the  ramparts  of  the 
city  3  fhe  caufed  refreshments  to  be  brought, 
which  fhe  distributed  to  him,  and  alfo  to 
the  foldiers  that  defended  the  breach.  Her 
prefence,  her  affiftance,  and  her  councils, 
for  fome  time  kept  up  the  courage  of  the 
Meccans  ;  but  the  defection  of  fo  many  of 
the  principal  officers  as  daily  deferred  to  the 
enemy  was  a  terrible  blow,  which  deprived 
the  general  of  all  refoiution  and  judgment. 

He  imparted  to  his  mother  the  terrible 
iituation  he  was  reduced  to  3  and  being  fen- 
fible  that  with  the  few  troops  he  had  left 
he  could  not  long  oppofe  the  enemy,  he 
afked  her  if  it  would  not  be  advifable  to  fur- 
render,  that  he  might  obtain  the  better  con¬ 
ditions. 

She  ftrongly  oppofed  the  defign,  and  told 
her  ion,  that  by  furrendering  to  fave  his 
life,  he  would  become  the  fcorn  of  the  boys 
of  the  Ommiyan  family,  and  that  he  could 
no  otherwife  merit  efteem,  than  by  perfever- 
ing  in  the  right  to  the  laft  moment. 

“  It 
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It  is  better  to  die/'  faid  fhe, cc  than  to  negled 
one’s  duty.'5 

The  courage  and  refolution  of  Abdallah 
feemed  to  be  on  a  fudden  reftored  by  the  dif- 
courfe  of  his  mother  5  and  when  fhe  had 
made  an  end  of  fpeaking,  he  warmly  affured 
her,  that  the  generous  fentiments  (he  had  then 
exprefied,  were  the  fame  as  he  had  enter¬ 
tained  to  that  very  day  ;  that  he  was  not  fond 
of  the  world,  or  defirous  of  life  5  and  that 
zeal  to  religion  and  the  honour  of  God,  were 
the  only  motives  to  his  rifing  up  againft  the 
Caliph.  He  added,  that  he  wTas  refolved  to 
die,  rather  than  accept  any  terms  from  the 
enemy.  He  begged  her  not  to  grieve  im¬ 
moderately  at  an  event,  which  he  knew 
would  rend  her  heart,  fpight  of  her  great 
refignation  to  the  will  of  God  :  but  that 
fhe  would  refled:  that  her  fon  had  never 
walked  in  the  wTays  of  the  wicked,  nor  done 
any  thing  for  which  he  could  be  juftly  re¬ 
proached.  <c  O  God  !  thou  knowed:,”  faid 
he,  “  that  I  do  not  fay  this  in  my  own  juftifi- 
cation,  but  that  my  mother  may  be  com¬ 
forted  after  my  death.” 

He  would  then  have  inftantly  gone  to  the 
ramparts,  at  once  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  and 
exploits;  but  before  he  departed  fhe  gave 
him  a  draught  with  muik,  to  increafe  his 
courage.  She  afliired  him,  that  if  he  was 
killed  in  fight,  he  would  die  a  martyr.  Ab¬ 
dallah  anfwered,  that  he  was  not  in  the  lead: 
afraid  of  death,  but  he  was  apprehenfive  of 
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being  afterwards  expofed  to  the  infults  of  his 
enemies  ;  to  which  £he  couragioufly  replied» 
<c  The  fheep,  when  once  killed,  does  not  fee^ 
the  flaying  upon  which  (lie  di (miffed  him. 

Abdallah  therefore  went  out  to  oppofe  the 
enemy  ;  and  encouraging  his  troops,  he  put 
himfelf  at  their  head,  and  made  fuch  a  bold 
attack  on  the  enemy  as  greatly  amazed  them. 
He  killed  a  great  number  with  his  own 
hand,  and  by  the  afiiftance  of  the  troops  that 
accompanied  him,  he  repulfed  and  even  over¬ 
threw,  in  the  ditch  of  the  town,  all  the 
troops  that  came  to  fupport  the  firft  body. 
But  at  laft  the  great  multitude  of  affailants 
obliged  him  to  retreat  in  his  turn  3  and  the 
enemy  gaining  ground,  ftep  by  ftep,  the  brave 
Abdallah  ftill  faced  them,  and  flew  many 
more  before  he  was  furrounded.  That  great 
man  had  now  no  weapons  left  but  his  fword 
and  lance,  however  he  ftill  held  out  fome 
time.  He  retired  to  a  part  of  Mecca,  where 
he  could  be  attacked  only  in  front,  and  de¬ 
fended  himfelf,  to  the  terror  and  aftonifhment 
of  his  enemies.  The  Syrian  foldiers,  not 
daring  to  approach  him,  and  having  no  more 
arrows  to  (hoot  at  a  diftance,  they  threw  at 
him  bricks,  tiles,  and  ftones,  and  whatever 
elfe  they  could  find,  till  they  made  him  flagger. 
It  is  related,  that  when  he  felt  the  blood 
trickle  down  his  face  and  beard,  he  repeated 
this  verfe  of  an  arabian  poet  :  cc  The  blood 
of  our  wounds  doth  not  fall  down  upon  our 

heels. 
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heels,  but  upon  our  feet:,,  meaning  that  Abdolme- 
he  had  not  turned  his  back  upon  his  enemies.  H  (?LIK' 

At  laft,  after  having  defended  himfelf  as  chfær!  692 
long  as  he  could,  he  funk  under  the  blows  of 
the  Syrians,  who  fell  on  him,  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  and  cut  off*  his  head.  The  news  of 
his  death  was  inftantly  carried  to  Hejage,  who 
fell  down  and  worfhipped. 

Thus  fell  the  famous  Abdallah,  after 
having  borne  the  title  of  Caliph  in  Mecca  full 
nine  years.  Hiftorians  praiie  him  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  his  courage,  but  they  at  the  fame 
time  agree  that  he  was  exceffively  avaricious  ; 
which  gave  rife  to  a  common  faying  amongft 
the  Arabians,  cc  That  before  Abdallah-ebn- 
Zobeir,  there  never  was  a  valiant  man  but 
he  was  alfo  liberal.,, 

After  the  death  of  Abdallah,  and  the  fur- 
render  of  Mecca,  all  Arabia,  except  fome 
fmall  bodies  of  rebels,  fubmitted  to  the  Caliph 
of  Syria,  and  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
him  in  the  prefence  of  Hejage. 

That  general  employed  the  following  yearHegyra  yr. 
in  eftablifhing  Abdolmelik’s  authority;  andch-ær-693- 
in  order  to  gain  him  the  affe&ions  of  the^^;Je‘ 
people,  he  refolved  to  put  things  at  Mecca  grknage^cT  " 
on  the  fame  foot  they  had  been  during  the  Mecca, 
prophet's  time.  He  therefore  pulled  down 
all  the  buildings  which  x4bdallah  had  added 
to  the  chief  mofque,  and  reftored  it  to  the 
form  it  was  in  before  Mahomet’s  days. 

This  change  gave  great  fatisfaftion  to  a 
number  of  devout  Muffulmen,  and  pilgri¬ 
mages 
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mages  became  more  frequent  than  they  had 
been  for  many  years.  Abdolmelik  himfelf 
took  a  journey  thither,  and  feemed  well 
plcafed  with  the  alterations  Hejage  had  made. 

The  Caliph,  fhortly  after  the  taking  of 
Mecca,  gave  a  proof  of  his  gratitude  to  that 
general,  by  adding  the  governments  of  Hejaz 
and  Irak  to  thofe  of  Chorafan  and  Sejeftan, 
which  he  already  poffeffed.  And  Hejage, 
in  return  "for  the  Caliph’s  favour,  took  all 
poflible  meafures  to  fubdue  the  feveral  bodies 
of  rebels,  who  from  time  to  time  took  up 
arms  againft  "Abdolmelik.  He  is  indeed  re¬ 
proached  with  having  exercifed  the  utmoft 
feverity  and  molt  excefiive  cruelties,  and 
particularly  at  Medina,  where  it  feemed  as  if 
that  general  had  refolved  to  cut  off  all  the  in¬ 
habitants,  or  force  them  to  quit  the  city. 
He  alio  exercifed  the  fame  leverities  and 
cruelties  againft  fuch  of  the  Irakians  and 
Baforians  as  dared  to  rebel  againft  the  Caliph  ; 
and,  fpight  of  the  clamours  and  fecret  practices 
of  the  confpirators,  he  had  either  the  pru¬ 
dence  or  the  good  fortune  to  fubdue  all  the 
enemies  of  Abdolmelik. 

But  the  greateft  oppofition  that  Hejage 
ever  met  with  was  begun  by  one  Shebid  a 
Karegite,  and  Saleh,  another  fedtary.  They 
had  formed  a  confpiracy  to  affaffinate  Abdol¬ 
melik  at  Mecca,  at  the  time  he  made  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  that  city.  They  came  there  to 
execute  their  deiign  3  but  hearing  that  it  was 
difcovered  to  the  Caliph,  they  fled  away 

with 
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with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  And  far  Abdolme- 
from  fubmitting,  they  railed  a  body  of  troops,  .  LIK* 
and  putting  themfelves  at  their  head,  coin -  ^ 

mitted  great  ravages  in  Mefopotamia,  a  pro¬ 
vince  which  was  then  governed  by  an  old 
officer  named  Merwan. 

That  governor  having  received  advice  of 
the  infurredion,  refolved  to  quell  it.  But 
finding  the  number  of  the  rebels  was  fo  fmall, 
he  defpifed  them,  and  fent  fome  deflchments 
out  againft  them,  which,  though  they  were 
more  numerous  than  the  confpirators,  were 
far  from  being  able  to  deal  with  them,  for  one 
of  their  men  was  as  good  as  twenty  other  Ma¬ 
hometans  :  and  in  fad:  the  troops  that  were 
fent  to  oppofe  them,  were  almoft  totally 
routed,  and  their  commander  was  killed  in 
an  adion  that  happened.  That  vidory 
greatly  encouraged  Shebid  and  his  affociate  ; 
they  made  new  levies,  and  their  troops,  which 
had  before  confided  only  of  infantry,  were 
now  partly  mounted,  and  formed  a  body' of 
cavalry,  by  means  of  the  horfes  which  they 
took  from  their  enemies  in  the  iaff  battle. 

Hejage,  enraged  at  the  infolence  of  the  Hegyra  76. 
rebels,  fent  out  a  body  of  troops  under  theCh-ær*  695- 
command  of  Hareth-al-Hamdani,  with  or- The  rebels 
ders  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  deftroy loiJ  a  batcle’ 
the  whole  party.  That  officer  came  up  with 
them  at  a  place  called  Modbage,  near  Maufil, 
the  capital  of  Mefopotamia;  he  attacked 
them  almoft  as  foon  he  came  in  fight  of  their 
army,  and  pufhed  them  fo  furioufly,  that 
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Saleh  and  a  great  number  of  his  chief  of¬ 
ficers  were  killed  at  the  firft  onfet.  Shebid 
had  alfo  like  to  have  loft  his  life  in  the  action. 
He  was  beat  from  his  horfe,  and  narrowly 
efcaped  being  trampled  on  by  his  own  cavalry, 
but  his  men  luckily  carried  him  off.  So  foon 
as  he  was  remounted,  he  continued  the  fight 
with  the  utmoft  ardour;  but  finding  his 
troops  confiderably  weakened  by  the  lofs  he 
had  fuftained  at  the  beginning  of  the  action, 
he  refolved  to  retreat  to  an  empty  caftle  which 
was  near  the  field  of  battle;  and  this  they 
performed  in  fuch  good  order,  that  the  enemy 
dared  not  to  attack  them  in  their  retreat. 

Hareth  forthwith  inverted  the  caftle,  and 
refolved  to  deftroy  them  all.  He  commanded 
a  great  quantity  of  wood  to  be  brought,  and 
laid  at  the  caftle  gate  ;  he  then  ordered  his 
men  to  fet  it  on  fire,  and  go  to  reft,  fup- 
pofing  the  entrance  of  the  caftle  would  be  fo 
well  guarded  by  the  flames,  that  the  rebels 
would  not  attempt  to  make  their  efcape, 

Shebid,  who  wifely  confidered  that  he 
fhould  not  be  able  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
fo  great  a  force,  in  the  morning  came  to  a  re- 
folution  of  endeavouring  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  the  difficulty  that  night;  he  fpoke  to 
his  men,  who  readily  agreed  to  ftand  by  him 
in  the  enterprize.  Neceffity  made  them  induf- 
trious  and  inventive  ;  they  found  means  of 
getting  out,  notwithftanding  the  fire;  and 
the  befiegers  were  amazed  when  about  mid¬ 
night  they  faw  Shebid  and  his  foldiers  in  the 
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midft  of  their  camp,  cutting  all  to  pieces  Abdolme- 
that  they  came  at.  Al-Hamdani  caufed  an  ^LIK* 
alarm  to  be  founded,  and  with  a  few  troops  chfæn  69k' 
that  he  got  together  attempted  to  flop  their 
progrefs,  when  his  men  were  all  put  to  the 
fword  by  the  enemy,  and  the  general  him- 
felf  was  ftruck  down,  but  immediately  re- 
I  lieved  by  thofe  about  him  ;  and  as  he  was 
!  but  Hightly  wounded,  he  was  refolved  to 
1  make  a  pufh  in  hopes  of  repulfing  the  enemy  ; 

1  but  this  attempt  was  of  no  ufe,  and  occa- 
1  fioned  the  lofs  of  feme  of  his  braveft  men. 

[  The  reft  fled  with  great  confirmation  and 
confufion,  and  the  general  with  difficulty 
:  efcaped  with  his  life^ 

This  vidtory  fwelled  the  pride  of  Shebid, 

I  and  rendered  him  more  enterprizing  than  he 
'I  was  before  :  and  though  his  troops  were  far 
i  from  being  numerous,  he  thought  himfelf 
n  in  a  condition  of  engaging  with  any  force 
1  that  could  be  fent  out  againft  him.  He 
became  terrible  even  to  Hejage,  who  having 
marched  in  perfon  to  fubdue  that  rebel,  was 
1  fo  roughly  handled  in  feveral  rencounters* 

1  that  he  was  forced  to  give  over  his  attempts, 
b  and  fend  for  reinforcements,  to  prevent  that 
formidable  adverfary  from  gaining  an  ab- 
folute  fuperiority.  He  retreated  to  Baforah, 
ij  and  left  Shebid  mafter  of  the  field. 

So  foon  as  Hejage  was  marched  away,  Hegira  77. 
Shebid  had  the  afferance  to  attack  Cufah  with  cll>  ær-  G96* 
the  few  troops  then  under  his  command.  ^hey  attac^ 
However,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
Vol.  IL  T  place. 
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place.  Thither  Hejage  marched,  when  he 
had  received  the  reinforcements  he  required, 
his  army  then  amounting  to  fifteen  or  fixteen 
thoufand  men.  Shebid,  who  had  not  above 
fix  hundred  men  with  him,  was  fo  rafh  as 
to  join  battle  with  Abdolmelik’s  general  ;  and 
he  was  punifhed  for  his  temerity;  for  the 
action  being  begun,  neither  his  own  valour, 
nor  the  intrepidity  of  his  troops,  could  enable 
him  long  to  withftand  fo  fuperior  a  force. 
The  rebels,  however,  made  a  moft  gallant 
refiftance;  but  Shebid  feeing  many  of  his 
braveft  foldiers  fall,  and  his  brother,  and 
even  his  wife,  having  been  flain  before  his 
eyes,  he  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf  to 
flight,  with  the  remains  of  his  troops.  He 
retired  to  the  frontiers  of  Perfla,  where  he 
was  greatly  haraffed  by  a  party  of  Syrians, 
who  loft  a  hundred  men,  whom  Shebid 
killed  during  the  purfuit.  After  fome  time 
Shebid  advanced  to  Rhwaz,  and  attempting 
to  take  pofleffion  of  a  bridge,  the  Syrians, 
who  clofely  purfued  him,  difputed  the  paf* 
fage  with  him  ;  and  at  the  very  time  he  was 
engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  bridge,  his 
horfe  took  flight,  fell  with  him  into  the 
Tygris,  and  he  was  drowned.  His  body 
was  taken  up  out  of  the  river,  and  his  head 
was  cut  off,  and  fent  to  Hejage. 

By  the  death  of  that  arch  rebel  an  end 
was  put  to  all  the  inteftine  divifions  that  had. 
arifen  in  the  mahometan  empire  fince  the:: 
days  of  Ali,  But  in  the  8 2d  year  of  the;! 

Hegyra  i 
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Hegyra  a  dangerous  commotion  arofe,  occa- 
honed  by  a  grudge  between  Hejage  and  a 
captain  named  Abdarrahman. 

Hejage,  who  intenfely  hated  him,  had  ma¬ 
liciously  plotted  his  deftrodlion,  and  fent  him 
with  an  inconfiderable  force  againft  the 
Turks,  with  orders  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
heart  of  their  country.  Abdarrahman  af- 
fumed  the  command  ;  but  having  received 
private  information  of  Hejage’s  barbarous 
intentions  towards  him,  he  foon  acquainted 
his  troops,  that  they  were  fent  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  purpofely  to  be  made  a  facrifice.  The 
officers  and  foldiers,  being  enraged  at  the  bafe 
and  malicious  dealings  of  Hejage,  vowed 
revenge  ;  and  renouncing  all  obedience  to 
Hejage,  they  immediately  acknowledged  Ab¬ 
darrahman  as  governor  of  Irak,  and  took  the 
oath  to  him  in  that  quality. 

This  done,  to  the  great  fatisfaftion  of  Ab¬ 
darrahman,  he  marched  towards  the  country 
of  the  Turks,  with  a  view  only  to  conclude 
a  treaty  with  the  fovereign  of  that  country  : 
after  which  he  returned  into  Irak,  where  he 
made  no  fecret  of  his  intentions  to  attack 
Hejage,  and  revenge  his  perfidioufnefs.  The 
latter  having  been  foon  informed  of  Abdar- 
rahman’s  defign,  refolved  to  prevent  him, 
and  marched  out  to  meet  him  with  a  very 
numerous  body  of  troops  :  but,  fpight  of  that 
precaution,  Hejage  was  beaten  in  the  firft  en¬ 
counter  $  and  Abdarrahman  marched  his  vie- 
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torious  army  to  Baforah,  where  he  knew 
his  enemy  was  detefted. 

The  inhabitants  received  him  with  filch 
loud  acclamations,  as  mull  have  been  very 
plealing  to  him  ;  and  in  the  heighth  of  their 
tranfports,  they  not  only  renounced  all  obedi¬ 
ence  to  Hejage,  as  their  governor,  but  they 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  throw  off  all  allegiance 
to  the  Caliph,  and  proclaim  Abdarrahman 
in  his  Head. 

Hejage,  who  well  knew  the  confequence 
of  giving  his  rival  time  to  ellablilh  his  au¬ 
thority,  hazarded  another  battle,  and  was 
beaten  as  before.  Abdarrahman,  being  re- 
folved  to  pulh  his  advantage,  marched  to 
Cufah,  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  were, 
he  found,  greatly  enraged  againll  Hejage  for 
his  tyrannical  behaviour  towards  them.  The 
inhabitants  of  Cufah  therefore  followed  the 
example  of  the  Baforians,  and  Abdarrah¬ 
man  was  in  like  manner  proclaimed  in  both 
cities.  Hejage,  vexed  to  the  highelt  degree 
to  fee  his  reputation  fullied  by  having  been  fo 
often  beaten,  refolved  to  have  another  trial, 
in  hopes  of  wiping  off  fo  mortifying  a  dif- 
grace. 

He  gathered  together  as  many  troops  as 
he  could.  His  rival  did  the  like  on  his  part, 
but  with  much  greater  fuccefs,  for  Hejage 
by  his  cruelties  having  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  from  him,  they  chofe  ra¬ 
ther  to  lift  under  the  banners  of  Abdarrah¬ 
man,  who  either  really  was,  or  feemed  to 
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be,  much  more  moderate  and  merciful.  Abdolme- 
The  latter  had  therefore  foon  an  army  of  LIK* 
one  hundred  thoufand  men  under  his  com-  chfær.  701. 
mand.  Hejage  would  have  found  great 
difficulty  to  have  fet  on  foot  an  army  capable 
to  face  fo  great  a  body  of  men,  but  as  Ab« 
dolmelik  was  perfonally  interefted  in  the 
affair,  he  fent  him  feveral  large  detachments 
of  Syrians,  which  loon  enabled  him  to  take 
the  field. 

The  two  armies  having  began  their  march* 
came  in  fight  of  each  other  at  a  place  called 
Dairkorrah,  where  they  entertained  fuch  ap¬ 
préhendons  of  each  other,  as  to  omit  no  pro¬ 
per  means  for  their  fecurity.  They  covered 
their  refpedive  camps  with  ftrong  entrench¬ 
ments,  to  avoid  being  furprized  5  and  the 
armies  remained  almoft  three  months  in  the 
fame  pofition.  However,  they  were  far  from 
being  idle,  for  fcarce  a  day  paffed  without 
fome  addon  between  parties,  and  fome  bloody 
fkirmifhes,  in  which  the  advantages  were 
nearly  equal.  But  at  laft  a  fldrmifh  happen¬ 
ing  between  two  detachments,  and  frefh 
troops  being  continually  fent  from  the  two 
armies  in  fupport  of  their  refpedive  friends, 
the  adion  became  general,  and  proved  fatal 
to  Abdarrahman’s  party.  His  troops  were 
totally  routed.  That  general  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  rally  them,  he  was  borne  down  by 
a  torrent  of  fugitives,  and  obliged  to  mix 
himfelf  amongft  them  in  order  to  efcape  the 
f^erny, 
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Abdarrahman  fled  for  refuge  to  Sahan, 
where  he  was  foon  feized  by  a  body  of  horfe 
fent  out  to  purfue  him  ;  but  Zentil,  king  of 
the  Turks,  who  had  conceived  a  great  friend- 
fliip  for  that  general  from  the  time  they  con¬ 
cluded  the  laft  treaty  together,  came  to  his 
affiftance,  and  refcued  him.  Hejage  was  no 
fooner  informed  of  it,  than  he  fent  a  mef- 
fenger  to  Zentil,  and  demanded  Abdarrah¬ 
man  to  be  delivered  up,  threatening,  in  cafe 
of  refufal,  to  enter  the  king's  territories  with 
his  victorious  army,  and  put  all  to  fire  and 
fwor.d. 

Zentil,  who  was  not  in  a  condition  to  re¬ 
fill  fo  powerful  a  force,  and  that  command¬ 
ed  by  a  general  who  ufually  wentfo  refolutely 
to  work,  was  greatly  emharraffed  what  an- 
fwer  to  return.  He  was  unwilling  to  have 
upon  his  hands  fuch  an  enemy  as  Hejage, 
and  it  pained  him  greatly  to  think  of  deliver¬ 
ing  up  a  friend,  to  whom  he  had  promifed 
an  afylum  in  his  dominions.  In  fo  critical 
a  juncture,  Abdarrahman  himfelf  put  an  end 
to  the  whole  difficulty.  That  general,  fear¬ 
ing  each  moment  that  he  fhould  be  given 
up  into  the  hands  of  an  implacable  enemy, 
who  would  infult  him  under  his  misfortunes, 
and  put  him  to  a  ffiameful  and  cruel  death, 
threw  himfelf  from  the  top  of  the  houfe 
which  Zentil  had  appointed  for  his  refidence. 
After  the  death  of  that  rebel  peace  was  by 
degrees  reftored  in  Arabia,  and  the  people 
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unanimoufly  acknowledged  the  Caliph  of  Abdoli 
Syria  as  their  fovereign.  TT  LIK 

Hejage,  covered  with  glory,  began  to  tafle  ch.ær.  7oz. 
the  fweets  of  peace,  and  took  due  meafures  Hej  builds 
to  eflablifh  Abdolmelik’s  power  in  all  the  the  dry  of 
provinces  of  Irak  under  his  government. Waret* 

He  then  built  a  city  on  the  Tygris,  which  he 
called  Wafet,  an  arabic  word,  that  lignifies 
middle,  and  he  named  it  fo,  becaufe  it 
flood  on  a  fpot  of  ground  at  equal  diftance 
from  Cufah  and  Baforah. 

Abdolmelik  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  the  Hegyra  86. 
fruits  of  the  peace  with  which  his  fubjedts  Ch- ær- 
were  then  bîefïèd.  He  died  in  the  86th  °- 

year  or  the  Hegyra,  and  about  the  20th  year 
of  his  reign,  aged  about  60  years.  Ebn 
Athir,  an  arabian  author,  relates  that  the 
Caliph  was  feized  with  a  diftemper  which 
his  phyficians  declared  would  be  mortal,  if 
they  gave  him  any  thing  to  drink.  But  his 
third:  increafed  fo  violently,  that  he  was  un¬ 
able  to  forbear,  and  commanded  his  fon 
Waled  to  give  him  fome  water.  Waled, 
who  loved  his  father,  refufed  to  comply  in 
confequence  of  the  orders  of  the  phyficians. 

The  Caliph  then  requefled  the  fame  thing 
of  Fatima  his  daughter,  but  his  fon  pre¬ 
vented  her,  by  holding  her  in  his  arms  ; 
whereupon  Abdolmelik  told  Waled  in  a 
pafiion,  that  if  he  did  not  let  his  filler  go, 
he  would  difinherit  him.  Upon  this  Waled 
was  forced  to  yield,  and  the  Caliph  had  no 
fooner  drank  the  fatal  draught  he  fo  eagerly 
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required,  than  he  inftantly  fainted,  and  died 
in  a  very  fhort  time. 

This  Caliph  was  more  powerful  than  any 
of  his  predeceffors,  but  his  power  was  not 
owing  to  any  of  thofe  good  qualities  which 
he  poffefled  before  he  attained  the  crown. 
Abulpheda  fays,  that  this  prince  loft  all  me¬ 
rit  from  the  moment  he  afcended  the  throne. 
However,  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  ex¬ 
cellent  commanders,  by  whofe  means  his 
undertakings  were  attended  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs. 

He  is  accufed  of  extreme  avarice,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  which  he  was  nicknamed  Rafh- 
al-Hejer,  that  is  to  fay,  fweat  of  a  ftone.” 
He  was  alfo  called  Abul  Zebad,  which  lig¬ 
nifies,  “  father  of  flies,”  by  reafon  of  his 
breath  :  it  is  faid  his  breath  was  fo  noifome, 
that  it  killed  all  the  flies  that  fettled  on  his 
lips. 

He  left  four  children,  who  enjoyed  the  Ca¬ 
liphate  one  after  another  ;  to  wit,  Waled, 
Soliman,  Yezid,  and  Hefcham.  It  is  related, 
that  the  fortune  of  thofe  children  was  told 
him  by  a  Mufliilman,  named  Saad,  a  man 
excellently  {killed  in  the  interpretation  of 
dreams.  The  Caliph  dreamed  one  night 
that  he  urined  in  the  moft  facred  part  of  the 
temple  of  Mecca,  and  this  dream  happening 
four  times  fucceflively,  Saad,  who  was  con- 
ftilted  on  that  account,  foretold  that  four  of 
his  children  fhould  fucceflively  ppfiefs  the 
throne. 
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It  is  afierted  that  he  was  the  firft  who  Abdolme- 
coined  money  in  Arabia  :  before  which  they  H  LIKR 
made  ufe  of  Greek  and  Perfian  money.  0^^705. 
Abdolmelik  caufed  the  following:  infcription  „  ^  , 

.  .  .  .  „  0  •  1  he  Caliph 

to  be  put  on  his  coin,  cc  bay  there  is  one  coins  new 
God/'  The  Caliph  ufed  to  begin  thus  the  money, 
letters  he  fent  to  the  Greek  emperor,  who 
complained  of  it  as  an  innovation,  and  de- 
fired  he  would  alter  it,  otherwife  he  threa¬ 
tened  he  would  fend  them  fome  coin  with 
fuch  a  mention  of  their  prophet  upon  it,  as 
they  fhould  not  very  well  like.  Abdolme¬ 
lik,  enraged  at  the  menace,  and  refolving 
not  to  alter  the  form  of  his  letters,  prohibit¬ 
ed  the  grecian  money,  and  ftamped  fome 
coin  to  be  current  in  his  own  dominions. 

And  this  was  the  origin  of  the  firft  coin  of 
the  Arabians. 
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WALED,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Abdol-  Waled. 

melik,  fucceeded  his  father,  and  af-  Hegyra  86. 
cended  the  throne  immediately  after  the  Ch'  ær*  705  • 
death  of  that  prince.  Tho’  this  Caliph  did  Conquefts  of 
nothing  in  perfon,  yet  he  is  very  famous  on  in  tlie  reio-n  0f 
account  of  the  great  conquefts  made  by  the  Waled. 
Arabians  during  his  reign.  They  enlarged 
their  dominions  to  the  Atlantick  ocean  by  the 
ftreights  of  Gibraltar  :  they  entered  Europe, 
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Waled,  and  conquered  the  fouthern  provinces  of 

Ch  Sr a  o-'  Spain  They  at  the  fame  time  pufhed 
ær* 703  ‘  their  conquefts  towards  the  Eaft,  where  they 
fubdued  the  greateft  part  of  the  Indies  on 
this  fide  the  river  Ganges  ;  then  northwards, 
where  they  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Ko- 
uarefm,  Tranfoxana,  Turkeftan,  and  other 
provinces.  r 

Hegyra  88.  Thefe  laft  conquefts  were  owing  to  the 
Ch.  ær.  707.  va]our  0f  Catibah-ebn-Mufiim,  a  famous 
Catibah  captain,  and  the  fir  ft  Arabian  that  entered 

felf  mailer  of  Kouarefmin  an  hoftile  manner.  He  had  been 
Xouarefm.  appointed  governor  of  Chorafan,  a  country 
adjoining  to  that  province  ;  and  having  pafied 
forne  time  in  eftablifhing  fome  good  order  in 
the  countries  over  which  he  prefided,  he 
formed  a  defign  of  immortalizing  his  name, 
by  extending  the  limits  of  the  Arabian  em¬ 
pire. 

He  pafied  the  river  .Gihon  at  the  head  of 
a  formidable  army,  and  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty  pafied  the  frontiers  of  Kouarefm. 
However  in  attempting  to  advance  further, 
he  met  with  greater  obstacles  ;  the  people 
took  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  country. 
But  Catibah  fo  animated  his  troops  by  the 
example  he  fet  them,  that  the  Kouarefmians 

*  El  Makin,  an  arabian  author,  relates  that  in  the  93d 
year  of  the  hegyra,  one  ofWaled’s  generals  feized  Andalufia 
and  the  kingdom  of  Toledo,  and  brought  to  the  Caliph  the 
table  of  Solomon  the  fon  of  David,  which  was  made  of  a 
mixture  of  gold  and  fiiver,  with  three  rows  of  pearls 
round  it. 
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refilled  in  vain,  and  were  forced  to  fubmit  Vv,AtED- 

to  the  yoke.  _  af^.707. 

This  victory  did  not  fatisfy  the  general  : 
finding  the  people  were  idolators,  he  at-  ^ranfoxaL 
tempted  to  convert  them  to  Ifiamifm,  and 
prevailed.  Catibah  purfued  his  advantage, 
paffed  the  Oxus,  and  entered  Tranfoxana,  a 
province  of  Turkeftan.  Majurek,  king  of 
that  country,  was  furprized  by  fo  fudden  an 
inroad,  and  being  unable  to  affemble  a  body 
of  troops  fufficient  for  his  defence,  he  fled 
for  refuge  to  the  famous  city  of  Samarcand, 
the  capital  of  his  dominions. 

Catibah  purfued  him  thither,  and  invefted  ^atlbaîl  ke- 

the  city  ;  but  he  was  forced  to  turn  the  takesSamar- 
fiege  into  a  blockade,  for  want  of  machines  cand. 
to  batter  the  place.  Having  clofely  con¬ 
fined  the  inhabitants,  and  prevented  their 
communication  with  the  country,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  make  an  affault  on  fuch  parts  of  the 
fortifications  as  he  judged  to  be  the  weakeft. 

But  his  attack  did  not  fucceed  :  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  defended  themfelves  with  great  bravery, 
and  the  Arabians  were  repulfed  with  great 
lofs. 

This  advantage  made  them  infolent  ;  they 
boldly  appeared  on  their  ramparts,  and  fre¬ 
quently  rallied  and  abufed  the  befiegers, 

Amongft  other  of  their  taunts,  Catibah  was 
told  that  the  befiegedfaid, €C  The  place  would 
never  be  taken,  till  it  was  taken  by  a  camel- 
driver” 
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The  general  had  no  fooner  received  the 
information,  than  he  fell  proftrate  and  re¬ 
turned  thanks  to  God  for  fuch  good  news. 
His  officers,  amazed  at  the  adion,  afked 
him  what  advantage  he  thought  could  ac¬ 
crue  from  the  raillery  of  the  beiieged  : 
cc  I  am  appointed/'  faid  he,  £C  to  conquer 
this  city 3  for  I  remember  that  when  I  was 
very  young,  being  of  a  very  dull  genius, 
my  parents  often  told  me,  I  was  lit  only  for 
a  camel-driver/’ 

The  courage  of  the  troops  was  raifed 
by  the  fanguine.nefs  with  which  Catibah 
formed  his  deligns,  and  by  the  great  refo- 
lution  with  which  he  iffued  his  orders  on 
this  extraordinary  occafion  ;  though  they 
wanted  aim  oil  every  thing  neceffary  for  the 
fiege  of  a  place,  they  found  means  to  fupply 
the  defeft  by  their  great  valour  and  adivity, 
and  at  laft  they  reduced  the  inhabitants  to 
fuch  ftraits,  that,  to  avoid  a  ftorm,  and  to 
prevent  the  city  from  being  plundered  and 
totally  ruined,  they  demanded  to  capitulate. 
Catibah  confented  to  receive  them  on  terms, 
and  they  agreed  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of 
one  thoufand  denarii  of  gold,  and  three 
thoufand  flaves. 

That  general,  who  was  very  zealous  for 
the  propagation  of  Muffulmanifm,  refojved 
to  deftroy  the  idolatrous  worfhip  which  then 
prevailed"  in  the  city,  and  to  eftabliffi  the 
mahometan  religion  in  its  dead.  He  con- 
defcènded  to  inftrud  them  himfelf,  and  was 
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fo  fuccefsful  in  his  endeavours,  that  all  the 
idols  were  broken  down,  to  introduce  the 
worfhip  of  one  God.  He  appointed  Imams 
to  cultivate  the  feeds  of  the  religion  which 
he  had  fown  in  their  hearts  :  and  in  a  ihort 
time  he  caufed  a  ftately  mofque  to  be  erect¬ 
ed,  where  Iflamifm  was  openly  preached  ; 

:  and  the  inhabitants  became  in  the  fequel 
ï  devout  obfervers  of  the  law  of  Mahomet. 

Whiift  Waled’s  generals  were  enlarging 
li  his  dominions  by  the  conqueft  of  diftant 
|  provinces,  where  they  planted  the  maho- 
!;  metan  faith,  the  Caliph  was  employed  in 
I  building  magnificent  mofque s  at  different 
j  places,  in  honour  to  the  memory  of  the 
;i  apoftie  of  God,  that  the  people,  ftruck  with 
is  awe  at  the  majeftic  appearance  of  thofe  edi- 
:i  fices,  might  entertain  a  higher  veneration 
J  for  the  dodtrine  taught  therein. 

Waled  founded  a  mofque  at  Damafcus, 
f  which  was  a  building  worthy  a  king,  and 
:!  to  render  it  more  fpacious,  he  caufed  the 
f  church  of  St.  John  Baptift,  then  belonging 
:i  to  the  Chriftians,  to  be  pulled  down,  and 
i  made  ufe  of  the  ground  to  enlarge  his  own 
1  mofque.  Some  authors  fay,  that  he  offered 
the  Chriftians  50,000  crowns,  if  they  would 
furrender  their  church  ;  but  that  they  having 
refufed  to  fell  it,  he  took  it  from  them  by 
force,  and  caufed  it  to  be  demolifhed,  with¬ 
out  paying  them  any  confideration  for  the 
lame. 
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At  the  time  he  eredted  the  mofque  at 
Damafcus,  he  ordered  that  at  Medina  to 
be  rebuilt,  in  which  he  expended  irnmenfe 
fums  of  money.  He  was  refolved  to  fpare 
no  coft  for  the  imbellifhment  of  a  city,  which 
had  ferved  Mahomet  as  a  place  of  retreat 
from  the  fury  of  his  enemies,  and  in  which 
he  ended  his  days,  after  having  laid  the 
foundations  of  one  of  the  moft  extenfive 
monarchies  in  the  univerfe. 

Nor  did  the  Caliph  forget  Mecca,  which 
was  the  place  of  the  prophet's  birth.  He 
caufed  a  plan  to  be  prepared  of  the  edifice  he 
propofed  to  eredt  there  ;  and  having  exa¬ 
mined  and  approved  it,  he  fent  his  architedls 
to  that  city,  and  ordered  Abdolaziz,  who 
was  then  governor  of  Mecca,  to  comply 
with,  and  afiift  them  in  every  thing  they 
Should  think  fit,  and  ftand  in  need  of,  for 
the  building  of  the  mofque. 

The  work  was  forthwith  taken  in  hand, 
and  a  great  number  of  houfes,  the  property 
of  private  perfons,  were  thrown  down,  to 
form  an  irnmenfe  fquare,  in  which  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  edifice.  But  in  doing 
this,  they  met  with  great  opposition,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  fome  ancient  Mufiulmen,  who 
were  grieved  to  fee  them  depart  from  the 
plainefs  and  Simplicity  ufed  in  the  days  of 
the  prophet,  to  eredt  buildings  of  a  ne\V 
fancy,  framed  according  to  the  rules  of  art, 
and  with  a  ftatelinefs  and  coft  which  Seem¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  prognofticate  a  fudden  relaxation  in  Waled. 
difcipline  and  manners.  Hegym  89. 

But  theie  complaints  did  not  put  a  flop  to 
the  undertaking,  and  in  a  Abort  time  mag¬ 
nificent  buildings  reared  their  lofty  heads,  in 
places  where  formerly  flood  thofe  antique 
ruins  which  had  been  the  habitations  of  the 
firft  patriarchs  of  Mufliil man iiiri .  Hifto- 
rians  have  given  us  the  following  account  and 
defcription  of  the  mofques  built  by  Waled. 

Thofe  great  edifices  confifted  of  quadran¬ 
gles,  the  outfides  whereof  were  adorned  with 
three  or  four  rows  of  galleries,  in  which 
two  men  might  walk  a-breaft.  Each  ftage 
of  thofe  galleries  was  fupported  by  pillars, 
whofe  fhafts  were  very  fmall,  and  between 
the  pillars  were  ftone  balconies,  with  open 
rails  and  ornaments.  The  chapiters  of  the 
columns  were  alfo  ornamented  in  the  fame 

1  , 

tafte.  At  each  corner  of  the  mofque  was 
a  polygon  tower  of  admirable  architecture. 

From  the  top  of  thefe  towers  feven  or  eight 
Muezins,  ufed  twice  a  day  to  cry  out  Allah, 

Allah,  &c,  the  lignai  that  the  hour  of 
public  prayer  was  at  hand,  and  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  fhould  prepare  for  it  by  ablutions,  and 
other  ceremonies  enjoined  by  the  law.  The 
mofques  eredted  by  Waled  have  generally 
ferved  as  a  model  for  thofe  fince  built  by  the 
Mahometans. 

Waled  not  only  founded  houfesforthe  fer-  Hegyra  90. 
vice  of  religion,  but  he  alfo  from  time  to  time  Ch*  7^9* 
caufed  inftrudtions  to  be  given  to  the  people* 

of 
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of  the  conquered  provinces,  who  were  in 
general  idolaters.  But  his  averfion  to  the 
Heathens,  in  no  wife  equalled  the  hatred  he 
bore  to  the  Chriftians,  and  efpecially  the 
Greeks.  He  prohibited  his  fubjedts  from 
making  any  further  ufe  of  the  greek  tongue, 
though  it  had  before  been  taught  in  the 
fchools,  and  employed  to  many  purpofes 
through  the  whole  extent  of  his  dominion, 
and  though  it  was  the  language  in  which  all 
publick  and  juridical  adts  and  proceedings 
were  written.  Shortly  after  which  he  de¬ 
clared  war  againft  that  nation,  who  had  given 
him  frefh  caufe  of  difpleafure  by  affording  a 
fhelter  to  the  Armenians,  who  had  rebelled 
againft  him. 

His  army  entered  Greece,  and  having  ra¬ 
vaged  part  of  the  country,  advanced  to  the 
roman  provinces,  where  they  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  fome  places  of  no  great  ftrength. 
The  Caliph  had  ordered  his  troops  to  march 
into  Afia-Minor,  but  his  generals  advifed  him 
to  countermand  the  order,  left  they  ftiould  be 
furprized  by  the  enemy.  Befides,  his  foldiers 
were  fo  loaded  with  plunder,  that  they  had 
enough  to  do  to  carry  it  into  Syria. 

The  next  year  the  Muflulmen  entered 
Galatia,  without  meeting  with  any  confider- 
able  oppofition  from  the  Grecians,  whofe 
empire  had  been  long  rent  by  inteftine  di- 
vifions.  The  throne  was  then  become  a  prey 
to  the  ftrongeft.  The  ufurper  committed  all 
kinds  of  cruelties  on  the  prince  he  dethroned, 

and 
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and  in  his  turn  received  his  punifhment  in  Waled. 
kind  from  a  new  competitor,  who  deprived  ^egy^9z- 
him  of  the  crown.  ch.  ær ?’7u. 

Thus  Juftinian  the  fécond  was  dethroned  &c. 
by  Leontius,  who  cut  off  his  noie,  and  fent  Troubles  in 
him  into  exile.  Leontius  in  his  turn  was  de-  the  9reciau 
pofed  by  Ablimarus,  who  banifhed  him  to  aempirc’ 
monaftery,  after  having  done  with  him  in 
like  manner  as  he  had  with  his  prede- 
ceffor.  Juftinian  having  been  reftored  to 
the  throne  by  a  new  revolution,  that  prince 
gave  a  loofe  to  his  natural  barbarity  ;  he  com¬ 
mitted  unheard-of  cruelties  on  his  fubjedts, 
and  even  carried  his  brutality  fo  far,  as  to 
invent  new  kinds  of  punifhments  to  torment 
fuch  as  had  incurred  his  difpleafure.  The 
princes  who  fucceeded  him  were  for  the  moft 
part  inhuman  monfters,  who  are  remarkable 
in  hiftory  only  for  their  vices. 

Such  was  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
Grecian  empire.  The  people,  (who  are  com¬ 
monly  too  apt  to  follow  the  example  of  their 
governors  in  doing  evil)  gave  themfelves  up 
to  infidelity,  debauchery,  and  all  forts  of 
crimes.  Unable  to  defend  themfelves  againft: 
the  attempts  of  their  enemies,  they  employed 
the  forces  they  had  on  foot,  only  in  fupport- 
ing  factions,  and  inteftine  war,  which  caufed 
the  devaftation  of  cities  and  provinces,  and 
the  fhedding  the  blood  of  citizens.  Befides^ 
their  frontiers  were  unguarded,  and  their 
cities  which  lay  neareft  to  the  enemy  de- 
fencelefs,  and  as  it  were  invited  them  to  ex- 
Vol.  IL  U  tend 


&c. 
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Waled.  tend  their  dominions,  without  battle  and 
Hegyra  92.  without  fiege. 

It  mail  however  be  confeffed  that  the 
Grecians,  animated  perhaps  by  remembrance 
of  their  priftine  valour,  did  fometimes  endea¬ 
vour  to  roufe  themfelves  from  their  indolence, 
and  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  thofe  who  boldly 
advanced  into  the  very  heart  of  their  country, 
in  order  to  inflave  them  ;  but  thefe  were 
feint  attempts,  and  like  a  tranfitory  flame, 
which  is  fuddenly  extinguifhed  ;  infomuch 
that  though  the  Muffulmen  were  ftrongly 
repulfed  on  fome  occafions,  yet  they  returned 
to  the  charge.  Thus  they  attacked  the  Gre¬ 
cian  empire  at  feveral  times,  and  at  laft  f hook 
its  very  foundations,  as  will  appear  in  the 
fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

The  rapid  fuccefs  of  the  Muffulmen  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Waled,  gained  that  prince 
the  titles  of  victorious  and  conqueror.  Not 
that  he  any  way  perfonally  contributed  to 
them  -,  but  he  was  fo  lucky  as  to  be  provided 
of  excellent  generals,  who,  being  favoured  by 
fortune,  and  guided  by  confummate  expe¬ 
rience,  fucceeded  in  almoft  all  their  enter- 
prizes  :  the  glory  of  their  atchievements  re¬ 
dounded  on  the  Caliph.  And  that  prince  is 
famous  in  hiftory,  as  if  he  had  always  headed 
his  troops,  and  their  fuccefs  had  been  folely 
owing  to  his  bravery,  or  skill  in  the  art  of  j 
war. 

S'fiRhor^as'  t0  ^*IS  perfonal  qualifications,  authors)] 

to  Waled’ s  diîîer  widely  in  the  account  they  give  of:  I 

character.  them., 
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them.  Syrian  writers  bellow  on  Waled  the  Waled. 
1  highell  commendations,  and  look  on  him  to  Hegyra  92. 
be  the  greateft  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Oui-  cîi,£er'7U 
miyans.  Arabian  authors,  on  the  contrary, 
defcribe  him  to  have  been  violent,  unjuft, 
cruel  in  a  word,  worthy  the  name  they 
beftowed  on  him,  of  Pharaëni  Ommiyah, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Pharaoh  of  the  houfe  of 
Ommiyah  ;  alledging  that  this  prince  had 
all  the  bad  qualities  of  the  Pharaoh  of  Egypt, 
who  reigned  in  the  days  of  Mofes.  Others, 
when  they  name  that  Caliph,  always  add  an 
inventive  or  malediction.  There  is  one,  for 
example,  who  never  calls  him  otherwife 
than  Waled-nam-peled  5  that  is,  Waled  whofe 
name  is  abominable. 

He  died  in  the  96th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  Hegyra  96, 
and  715th  year  of  Chrift,  after  a  reign  Ciî' æl’ 71 

of  ten  or  eleven  years.  <£  Pie  was  buried,”  Death  of  the 
fays  El-Makin,  ££  at  Damafcus,  in  the  fepul-  Caliph, 
chre  of  the  little  eate.”  The  lame  author 

o 

fays,  that  this  Caliph  was  tall,  that  his  com¬ 
plexion  was  very  brown,  and  his  face  much 
pitted  with  the  fmall  pox,  and  that  he  was 
flat-nofed,  but  that  he  was  otherwife  a  per- 
fonable  man.  They  make  no  mention  of 
his  children,  but  fpeak  of  his  wives  :  alledg¬ 
ing,  that  he  efpoufed  fixty- three  women. 

During  the  reign  of  this  prince,  the  name 
of  Saracens,  which  had  been  ufually  given 
only  to  the  Arabian  Muffulmen  iince  the  time 
of  Omar  the  fir  ft,  was  beftowed  by  Chriftian 
authors  on  all  fuch  as  profeffed  Mahometifm, 

U  2  as 
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Hegyra  96.  as  well  in  Arabia,  as  in  Syria,  and  the  other 
i.  æi.  715*  countrjes  unc[er  their  government. 

Several  ftories  About  a  year  before  Waled’s  death,  the 
concerning  Ommiyans  loft  the  famous  Hejage,  who  had 
Hejagc.  rendered  himfelf  fo  formidable  to  their  ene¬ 
mies  during  the  reign  of  Abdolmelik.  Ara¬ 
bian  authors  alfo  fay  that  he  had  a  great  fhare 
in  thofe  exploits,  which  rendered  the  Ca¬ 
liphate  of  Waled  fo  illuftrious  ;  but,  inftead 
of  giving  a  particular  account  of  his  great 
feats  and  gallant  atchievements,  they  relate 
feme  incidents  and  ftories,  which  are  of  little 
confequence  to  the  hiftory  of  the  Arabians 
in  general,  and  only  ferve  to  iiluftrate  the 
greatnefs  and  Angularity  of  the  genius  of 
that  eminent  man. 

It  is  related,  that  this  general  being  one  day 
a  hunting,  and  having  loft  his  company, 
met  with  a  wild  Arab,  who  knew  nothing 
of  him.  By  way  of  amufement  he  afked 
the  Arab,  what  fort  of  man  that  Hejage 
was,  of  whom  they  talked  fo  much  in  their 
country.  <£  I  never  faw  him”  anfwered  the 
Arab,  6C  but  he  is  a  very  cruel  wicked  man.” 
Hejage,  a  little  furprized,  faid  to  him,  C£  How  !  - 
doft  thou  not  know  me  ?”  the  Arabian  having 
anfwered  in  the  negative;  C£  I  muft  tell  you 
then,  friend,”  replied  Hejage,  cc  that  I  am  the 
very  Hejage  you  have  been  fpeaking  fo  ill  of.” 
The  Arab,  without  the  leaft  concern,  asked 
Hejage  in  his  turn  if  he  knew  him  ;  and  he 
anfwered  no.  cc  I  muft  inform  you  then,”  faid 
the  countryman,  <£  that  I  am  of  the  family  of 

Zobeir* 
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Zobeir,  whole  pofterity  are  all  fools  three  Hegyra  96, 
days  in  the  year,  and  this  is  one  of  them.”  Ch' ar' 715 
Though  Hejage  was  very  fevere,  and  even 
cruel,  he  could  not  help  laughing  at  fo  in¬ 
genious  a  come-off  ;  and,  far  from  punifhing 
the  Arab  for  his  indifcretion,  he  civilly  asked 
him  the  way  to  find  out  his  companions. 

On  a  like  occafion  he  came  to  the  entrance 
of  a  wood,  where  a  fhepherd  was  feeding 
his  fheep.  As  he  galloped  thither,  the  noife 
frighted  the  flock,  and  they  fcattered  and 
ran  away.  The  fhepherd  in  a  fury  began  to 
çurfe  the  perfon  who  had  fo  feared  his  fheep, 

Hejage  heard  him,  and  inftead  of  (hewing 
any  refentment,  he  civilly  faluted  the  (hep- 
herd,  and  wifhed  him  peace.  The  Arab, 
regardlefs  of  his  civility,  anfwered  in  a  rage, 
that  he  wifhed  him  neither  peace  nor  bleffing. 

Hejage,  pretending  not  to  underftand  him, 
begged  he  would  give  him  fome  water  to 
drink,  for  he  was  exceeding  thirfty.  The 
Arab  told  him,  there  was  a  fountain  near,  and 
he  might  alight  and  help  himfelfj  for  he 
was  neither  his  fellow  nor  his  man,  to  do  him 
iuch  a  piece  of  fervice. 

Hegage  took  all  in  good  part,  and  did  as 
the  fhepherd  bad  him  ;  and  being  returned, 
he  afked  the  Arab  whom  he  believed  to  be 
the  greateft  and  rnofl  excellent  of  all  men  ? 
sc  Mahomet”  anfwered  the  fhepherd.  <c  And 
what  fay  you  of  Ali  ?”  added  Hejage.  The 
Arab  anfwered  c<  his  excellency  cannot  be 
fufficiently  exprelfed  in  words.”  Hejage  con- 

U  3  tinning 
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Hegyra  96. 
Ch.  ær.  715. 


tinuing  the  difcourfe,  afked  what  he  thought 
of  Abdolmelik,  (then  reigning  Caliph)  and 
Hejage,  his  general,  governor  of  the  two 
Arabians.  The  Arab  was  filent,  and  feemed 
unwilling  to  anfwer;  but  on  being  preffed, 
he  anfwered,  that  he  looked  on  Abdolmelik 
to  be  a  bad  prince.  “  Why  fo  ?”  faid  Hejage. 
<c  Why”  replied  the  Arabian,  “  becaufe  he  has 
fent  us  for  a  governor,  the  molt  wicked  man 
under  the  heavens.” 

Whilfi:  he  was  ftill  fpeaking,  a  bird  flew 
over  their  heads  making  a  fort  of  noife, 
which  the  Arab  had  no  fooner  heard,  than  he 
looked  ftedfafily  on  Hejage,  and  afked  him 
who  he  was.  The  general  was  defirous  to 
know  the  reafon  for  his  curiofity.  tc  The 
bird^  which  flew  by,”  faid  the  fhepherd, 
<£  told  me  there  was  a  company  of  people  not 
far  off,  and  that  very  likely  you  are  the  chief 
of  them.”  He  foon  found  he  was  not  mil- 
taken  ;  for  Hejage’s  company  infiantly  came 
up,  and  expreffed  their  great  joy  at  finding 
him  again.  He  foon  departed,  and  carried 
the  Arab  with  him,  who  having  then  no 
doubt  to  whom  he  had  been  fpeaking  with 
fo  much  rudenefs  and  indifcretion,  would 
willingly  have  been  difpenfed  with  from 


*  There  were  people  amongftthe  Arabians  that  pretended 
to  underhand  the  language  of  birds,  which  they  faid  had 
been  known  amongft  them  ever  hnce  the  time  of  Solomon  and 
the  queen  of  Sheba,  who  had  a  bird  called  Huddud,  or  the 
Houp,  who  was  the  meffenger  of  their  amours. 
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the  journey,  but  he  was  forced  to  Hegyra  96. 

Ch.  ær.  71  5. 

The  next  day  Hejage  fent  for  him  at 
dinner  time,  and  made  him  fit  down  at  his 
table.  The  Arab,  before  he  began  to  eat,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  grace  commonly  ufed  by  Muf- 
fulmen,  laid  :  “  God  grant  that  the  end  of 
this  meal  may  be  as  fortunate  as  the  be¬ 
ginning,” 

This  grace  was  taken  notice  of;  but  He¬ 
jage  made  as  if  he  had  not  heard  it.  Wh.il fi: 
they  were  eating,  he  afked  the  Arab  if  he 
remembered  the  converfation  that  pafied  be¬ 
tween  them  the  day  before.  This  queflion 
frighted  the  Arab,  who  thought  he  was  likely 
to  pay  dear  for  the  honour  of  fitting  at  fo 
great  a  man’s  table.  Hejage  immediately 
added,  cc  You  muft  abfolutely  chufe  one  of 
thefe  two  things,  either  to  acknowledge  me 
for  your  mafter,  and  then  I  will  retain  you 
in  my  fervice,  or  elfe  to  be  fent  to  Abdol- 
melik,  to  whom  I  fhall  give  an  account  of 
all  you  have  faid  of  him. 

The  Arab,  encouraged  at  the  propofal 
made  him  by  Hejage,  of  entring  into  his 
fervice,  inftantly  anfwered,  with  the  fame 
freedom  of  language  he  had  ufed  at  their  fir  ft 
interview  :  “  There  is  a  third  way  you  may 
take,  which  feems  to  me  to  be  much  better.” 

*c  What  is  that  ?”  faid  Hejage.  cc  It  is,”  faid  the 
Arab“  to  fend  me  home,  and  that  you  and  I  may 
never  fee  each  other  any  more.”  Hejage  was 
fo  well  pleafed  at  the  ingenuity  of  the  an- 
:  %  {  1  U  4  fwer. 
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Hegyra  96.  fwer,  that  he  gave  the  fhepherd  ten  thoufand 
£h.  æi- 7*5»  drachms  0f  fllver,  and  fent  him  home  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  defire. 

The  behaviour  of  Hejage  on  another  occa-? 
lion,  plainly  (hewed  what  he  was.  An  of¬ 
ficer  having  been  condemned  to  die,  amongft 
many  other  perfons  taken  prifoners  in  the 
battle  which  Hejage  gained  over  Abdarrah- 
man,  the  general,  to  gratify  his  cruel  in¬ 
clination  commanded  the  execution  to  be 
performed  in  his  prefence.  One  of  the  pri¬ 
foners,  juft  as  he  was  going  to  be  executed, 
defired  leave  to  fpeak  with  him-  and  it  being 
granted,  the  officer  addreffed  Hejage  in  thefe 
terms  :  cC  It  would  be  no  more  than  an  aft 
of  juftice,  my  lord,  to  grant  me  my  pardon  $ 
for  I  well  remember  that  Abdarrahman 
having  once  reviled  you  in  an  exceffive  man¬ 
ner,  I  told  him  he  was  highly  to  blame,  and 
I  have  ever  fince  been  at  variance  with  him.” 

Upon  this  Hejage  afked  him,  if  he  could 
produce  any  witnefs  to  prove  his  having  fa» 
blamed  Abdarrahman  5  and  the  officer  named 
another  prifoner,  who  was  fentenced  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  fame  puniftnnent.  He  caufed  the 
perfon  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  on  his 
examination,  finding  the  fadt  was  true,  he 
pardoned  the  officer.  He  then  asked  the 
witnefs,  if  he  had  alio  taken  his  part  at  the 
time  Abdarrahman  was  fo  loudly  inveighing 
againft  him  ;  the  undaunted  man  fiercely  an- 
fwered 44  I  did  not.”  44  And  why  did  you  not  ?” 
replied  Hejage,  with  great  warmth,  45  Be-» 

caufe  ” 
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eaufe,”  faid  the  other,  <e  you  are  my  enemy.”  Hegyra  96- 
Hejagegave  them  both  their  lives  ;  to  the  one,  to^1,  æl* 71 
acknowledge  his  obligation  ;  to  the  other  for 
having  confeffed  the  truth  with  fo  much 
franknefs  and  courage. 

There  are  many  other  adions  which  re- 
fled  great  honour  on  Hejage  ;  but  there  are 
ftill  more  which  blacken  his  charader,  on 
account  of  the  unheard-of  cruelties  he  com¬ 
mitted,  either  in  the  army,  or  in  the  places 
under  his  government  ;  fo  that  he  was  much 
more  feared  than  beloved  where  ever  he  com¬ 
manded. 

As  a  proof  that  he  had  the  fame  cruel  dif- 
polition  even  to  his  death,  it  is  related,  that 
when  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  of  his  laft 
illnefs,  he  fent  for  an  aftrologer,  and  asked 
him,  if  he  did  not  find  in  his  ephemeris  that 
fome  great  captain  was  near  the  end  of  his 
days.  The  aftrologer  having  mufed  a  while, 
anfwered,  that  a  great  general  called  Kolaïd,  * 
would,  according  to  his  obfervation,  die 
quickly.  Then,  faid  Hejage,  cc  I  am  certainly 
the  perfon,  for  that  is  the  very  name  my 
mother  gave  me  when  I  was  a  child.”  The 
aftrologer,  inftead  of  faying  any  thing  to 
comfort  him,  imprudently  boafted  of  the 
infallibility  of  his  art,  and  bluntly  told  him, 
there  was  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  his  diftem- 
per  would  carry  him  off.  Hejage,  enraged 
at  this  peremptory  fentence,  replied,  “  Since 

?  This  word  lignifies  in  the  Arabick,  a  little  dog. 


then 
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Hegyra  96.  then  I  m uft  die,  and  you  are  fo  dex- 
Ch.  ær.  715  trous  jn  y0ur  predictions,  I  will  fend  you 

before  me  to  the  other  world,  that  I  may 
make  ufe  of  you  at  my  arrival  there/'  He 
accordingly  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  it 
was  done  upon  the  fpot. 

Death  of  That  general  died  lhortly  afterwards,  aged 
Hejage,  oniy  ^  years#  His  death  happened  in  the 
95th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  the  714th  year 
of  the  Chriftian  æra. 

SOLIMAN. 


The  TWELFTH  CALIPH. 


acts  of  cle 
mency 


Soliman.  /i  F  T  E  R  the  death  of  Waled,  Soli— 
Hegyra  97.  man-ebn-Abdolmelik,  his  brother,  af- 

Ch.  æi.  716.  cencje(j  faç  throne,  and  fignalized  his  acceffion 
Sohman  fig-  to  tjie  croWn  by  aéls  of  clemency  and  hu~ 

acceffion  to  manity,  which  gained  him  the  illuftrious 
the  throne  by  furname  of  Meftah-al-Kaïr,  that  is,  “chief 
of  good,  or  of  goodnefs/’  He  fet  at  liberty 
all  perfons  that  were  imprifoned  for  debt,  or 
petty  crimes  and  offences.  And  this  grace 
he  bellowed  without  affording  the  leaf!  caufe 
of  complaint;  for  he  difcharged  the  debts 
out  of  his  own  purfe,  and  accommodated 
matters  in  the  other  cafes,  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  all  parties.  Soliman  was  not  only  admired 
for  his  humane  difpolition,  he  was  alfo  re¬ 
markable  for  the  foundnefs  and  refinement 
of  his  underftanding,  and  for  being  one  of 

the 
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the  beft  orators  of  the  age.  On  the  very 
day  of  his  proclamation  he  made  a  fpeech, 
which,  on  account  of  its  loftinefs  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  elegance  of  expreflion,  gained 
him  univerfal  applaufe,  and  gave  his  fubjedts 
a  high  idea  of  what  they  might  expedl  from 
fo  accomplifhed  a  prince. 

And  it  appeared  in  the  fequel  that  they 
had  not  formed  a  wrong  judgment  of  their 
fovereign  ;  the  Caliph  in  all  his  a&ions  fhewed 
an  uncommon  greatnefs  of  mind,  a  fincere 
affedion  for  his  fubjeds,  and  the  utmoft  re¬ 
gard  to  the  good  of  the  ftate.  In  the  time 
of  the  Caliphs  his  predeceflors,  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  provinces  had  for  the  mod  part,  like 
fo  many  leeches,  unmercifully  fattened  on 
the  blood  of  the  wretched  inhabitants.  So¬ 
liman  fpeedily  remedied  the  diforder.  He 
difmifled  fuch  as  were  not  fit  for  their  pods, 
and  appointed  in  their  dead  men  of  merit, 
who  were  neither  ambitious  nor  felf-inter- 
eded,  and  who  had  no  other  view  than  the 
good  of  their  prince  and  the  happinefs  of  his 
people. 

Soliman  at  the  fame  time  re  fumed  the 
defign  of  marching  againd  the  Greeks,  and 
of  attacking  them  even  in  Condantinople 
their  capital.  With  this  view  he  equipped  a 
fleet  confiding  of  a  great  number  of  fhips, 
and  tranfported  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
who,  marching  over  Thrace,  formed  the  fiege 
of  that  metropolis.  Whild  they  were  car¬ 
rying  on  their  attacks  by  land,  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred 
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Soliman,  dred  arabian  Ihips,  loaded  with  all  forts  of 
Hegvra  90.^  amLmunition  and  provifions,  appeared  in  fight 
of  the  city,  and  cut  off  all  hopes  of  relief 
by  fea  :  and  it  was  towards  the  fea  the  Sa¬ 
racens  intended  to  form  their  principal  at- 
Bad  fuccefs  of  tack  againfl:  the  place.  But  whilft  they 
expedl~  were  making  preparations  for  it,  Leo,  fur- 
named  the  Ifaurian,  who  then  pofieflfed  the 
Grecian  throne,  fent  out  a  number  of  fhips, 
filled  with  a  combuftible  called  the  greek 
fire,  which  threw  the  arabian  fleet  into  the 
utmofl:  confufion.  The  Muflulmen,  who 
were  ftrangers  to  the  effefts  of  that  fire, 
which  burns  all  it  faftens  on,  even  in  the 
midfl:  of  the  water,  were  afionifhed  to  fee 
feveral  of  their  fhips  confiimed  in  an  in- 
ftant.  r 

The  troops  who  carried  on  the  attack  by 
land,  were  no  fooner  informed  of  the  da¬ 
mage  done  to  their  fleet,  than  they  broke  up 
the  fiege  with  the  utmofl;  precipitation,  to 
get  on  board  the  fhips  that  remained,  before 
they  were  deprived  of  all  means  of  fafety. 
They  failed  to  the  Thracian  Bofphorus, 
whence  they  went  to  Solernum,  where  they 
wintered.  But  through  a  feries  of  mif- 
fortunes,  which  feemed  to  attend  the  Muf- 
fulmen  in  their  late  enterprize,  the  feafon 
was  fo  exceffively  rigorous,  and  the  earth  fo 
covered  with  fnow  during  the  whole  winter, 
that  the  greatefi;  part  of  the  Muflulmen  army 
perifhed  with  cold  and  want. 


This 
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This  lofs  did  not  difcourag'e  Soliman;  he  Soliman. 
made  frefh  preparations,  and  refolved  he  ^STra  98* 
would  the  next  year  attempt  to  take  Condan-  *  ær’  71/1 
tinople,  fpight  of  all  refiftance.  The  Maho- 
metan  forces  were  therefore  embarked  on  fleet,  which  is 
board  a  numerous  fleet,  confiding  of  large 
fhips  and  lighter  veffels,  which  fet  fail  for 
that  city.  This  fécond  attempt  was  dill 
more  unfortunate  than  the  firft.  The  em¬ 
peror  Leo,  encouraged  by  his  fuccefs  the  lad 
year,  fitted  out  and  prepared  a  great  number 
of  the  fame  fort  of  fire-fhips  as  had  already- 
proved  fo  ferviceable,  in  hopes  of  burning 
the  new  fleet  to  afhes.  The  very  winds 
feemed  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Greeks, 
for  the  Saracens  were  no  fooner  under  fail, 
than  a  furious  temped  arofe,  which  wrecked 
all  the  large  fhips  on  the  coad  of  Thrace. 

The  lighter  fhips  weathered  the  dorm  through 
the  skilfulnefs  of  the  mariners  :  but  at  the 
very  time  they  thought  all  danger  was  pad, 
they  were  boarded  by  the  Grecian  fire-fhips, 
who  burned  a  part,  and  took  the  remainder 
i  of  their  fleet,  and  all  the  Muffulmen  were 
i  cruelly  flain. 

The  Caliph  was  extremely  grieved  at  this 
fatal  event.  His  fpirits  were  dejedled,  and 

Ihe  fell  into  a  kind  of  confumption,  which 
brought  him  to  the  grave.  The  taking  of 
Condantinople  was  his  favourate  fcherne  ; 
and  he  had  fo  fet  his  heart  upon  that  enterprize, 
that  the  great  advantages  gained  by  his  gene¬ 
rals  in  other  countries  were  difregarded. 

Yezid- 
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Yezid-ebn-Mahaled,  one  of  his  mo  ft  ex» 
perienced  commanders,  had  conquered  Geor¬ 
gia,  a  province  of  ancient  Hyrcania.  Having 
totally  fubdued  the  country,  he  left  there  a 
fufficient  body  of  troops  to  keep  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  awe,  and  marched  towards  Tabar- 
eftan,  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that  pro¬ 
vince.  But  this  new  enterprize  was  at  firft 
unfuccefsful.  Akfhid,  who  was  fovereign 
of  that  country,  marched  up  to  him,  gave 
him  battle,  and  gained  the  vidtory.  The 
inhabitants  of  Georgia,  having  been  informed 
of  Yezid’s  defeat,  revolted,  and  cut  in  pieces 
the  troops  which  the  Muffulman  general  had 
left  in  the  garrifons  of  that  country.  Yezid, 
enraged  at  their  revolt,  and  refolved  to  inflidt 
a  fevere  punifhment  on  them  for  their  de- 
fedtion,  concluded  a  peace  with  Akfhid, 
The  Tabareftan  monarch,  who  heartily  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  Saracens  at  a  greater  diftance  j 
from  his  territories,  readily  complied  with  J 
Yezid’s  terms,  and  even  gave  him  as  confider-  I 
able  prefents  as  he  could  have  made  to  a  1 
vidlorious  enemy.  He  bellowed  on  him  a  j 
large  fum  of  money,  a  great  quantity  of  I 
faffron,  aud  four  hundred  flaves,  each  of 
which  prefented  the  general  with  a  turban  of  I 
coftly  lilk  in  a  filver  difh.  I 

Yezid,  having  thus  agreed  on  terms  with  j 
that  prince,  marched  into  Georgia  againft  I 
the  rebels,  and  offered  them  battle.  Their  I 
chief,  named  Marzaban,  declined  accepting  I  : 
it,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  a  ffrong  hold,  I 

expeding 
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expecting  that  Yezid’s  army  would  be  de-  Soliman. 
ftroyed,  if  he  ventured  to  befiege  him  •  but  Hegyra  98* 
the  event  did  not  anfwer  his  expeditions.  '  ær*  7  * 7 
The  Saracen  general  inverted  the  place,  and 
in  a  rtiort  time  he  began  his  attacks  with  fo 
much  vigour,  that  he  was  foon  mafter  of  the 
town,  when  he  inftantly  put  to  death  all  fuch 
as  were  mort  aftive  in  the  rebellion.  Marza- 
ban  and  his  chief  officers  were  hanged  on 
the  fpot,  and  four  thoufand  of  the  mort  fedi- 
tious  were  put  to  the  fword. 

The  conqueft  of  that  province,  and  the 
other  advantages  which  the  Muffulmen 
gained  at  the  fame  time,  might  have  afford-  , 
ed  confolation  to  the  Caliph  for  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  defigns  upon  Conftantinople  ; 
but  he  had  the  misfortune  at  the  fame  time 
to  lofe  his  favourite  fon  Ajub  ;  which  lofs 
renewed  his  former  grief,  and  fo  greatly 
affedfed  his  mind,  and  impaired  his  health,, 
that  he  was  perfuaded  all  the  art  of  the  phy- 
rtcians  could  not  reftore  him. 

From  that  time  he  thought  of  fetting  his  Soîiman 

~~  .  ,  i  r  i  i  -,  i  •  i  •  r  names  Omar 

affairs  in  order,  berore  he  departed  this  lire  $t0  be  ^  fuc. 
and  as  the  good  of  his  fubjeâs  had  been  hisceflor. 
chief  care,  he  v/as  refolved,  without  delay, 
to  name  a  fucceffor,  from  whom  they  might 
meet  with  the  fame  regard  and  affedtion,  as 
he  had  always  (hewed  to  them. 

As  Soliman  left  no  male  children,  the 
crown  fhould  in  courfe  have  defcended  to 
Yezid  his  brother,  who  was  alfo  a  fon  of 
Abdolmelik  ^  but  as  he  found  Yezid  was  not 

poffefled 
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poffeffed  of  thofe  qualifications  which  form 
a  good  fovereign,  and  gain  him  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  he  without  hefitation  excluded 
him  from  the  throne,  and  named  in  his 
head  O  m  a  r  -  b  e  n  -  A  b  d  a  1  a  z  i  z  his  coufin  ger¬ 
man  . 

But  this  nomination  was  not  openly  made, 
it  was  even  induftrioufly  concealed  till  after 
his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  died,  he 
fent  for  Rhaja  his  vizir,  and  ordered  him 
in  his  prefence  to  prepare  a  writing,  im¬ 
porting,  cc  That  having  the  good  of  the  em¬ 
pire  at  heart,  and  having  maturely  delibe¬ 
rated  on  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  attain  fo  defirable  an  end,  he  ap¬ 
pointed  Omar-ben-Abdalaziz  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceflor,  he  being  the  moft  worthy  to  afcend  the 
throne,  and  that  after  his  death,  Yezid 
ihould  pofifefs  the  Caliphate.” 

Fie  figned  the  writing,  and  caufed  it  to 
be  fealed  before  him  ;  and  to  prevent  any 
alteration  being  made  in  his  limitation  of 
the  crown,  he  caufed  the  chief  Muffulmen 
to  be  affembled,  and  told  them  he  had 
thought  of  a  fucceffor,  but  that  the  perfon’s 
name  mu  ft  be  concealed  till  after  his  death, 
and  afked  them  if  they  would  confent  to  his 
nomination.  They  all  complied,  and  took 
an  oath  to  acknowledge  for  their  fovereign 
the  perfon  he  had  thought  fit  to  appoint. 

This  appointment  of  a  fucceffor  was  one 
of  the  laft  a£ts  of  the  Caliph's  life  :  he  died 
at  Marbek,  a  city  of  Syria,  in  the  forty-fifth 

year 
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ye ar  of  his  age,  after  having  reigned  about  Soliman. 
three  years.  Some  authors  attribute  his  ^fsyra  99- 
death  to  a  pleurify  5  others  to  a  furfeit.  The  ’  71 

latter  opinion  feems  the  beft  founded,  as  all 
authors  agree  this  prince  was  exceffively  vo¬ 
racious  5  on  which  fubjefl:  they  relate  ftories 
which  are  highly  improbable. 

Amongft  other  authors  there  are  fome 
who  alfertj  that  he  fometimes  eat  for  break- 
fall  as  much  as  three  roafted  fheep  would 
weigh ,  and  that  he  afterwards  dined  ill 
public  with  his  nobility,  and  eat  very  hear¬ 
tily.  And  it  is  in  general  allowed,  that  he 
daily  eat  one  hundred  pounds  of  victuals. 

This  Caliph  was  a  tall  lean  man,  of  a  fair 
complexion,  an  agreeable  countenance,  and 
was  fomewhat  lame.  Hiftorians  never  men¬ 
tion  him  without  the  higheft  commenda¬ 
tions  :  they  defcribe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
moft  exalted  and  generous  fentiments,  un¬ 
wearied  in  his  application  to  procure  the 
good  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts  ;  in  a 
word,  as  one  of  the  greateft  princes  that 
ever  governed  the  mahometan  empire. 

In  the  reign  of  this  prince  we  have  an  Rife  of  the 
account  of  the  rife  of  the  Barmecidæ,  a  fa-  Barmecidæ» 
mily  which  will  make  a  great  figure  amongft 
||  the  Muffulrnen  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Caliphs. 

It  is  thus  related  :  a  Perfian,  named  jaffar,  or 
Giaffar,  who  was  defeended  from  the  ancient 
si  kings  of  Perfia,  left  his  country  on  account  of 
the  civil  wars  which  raged  there,  fled  for 
II  flicker  to  Damafcus,  and  implored  Soliman 
Vox.  IL  X  to 
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to  afford  him  an  afylum  in  his  dominions. 
When  he  was  introduced  to  that  prince,  the 
Caliph  on  a  fudden  turned  pale,  and  com¬ 
manded  him  to  leave  the  room,  believing 
he  had  poifon  about  him.  Soliman  fufpedt- 
ed  it  by  means  of  two  ftones  which  he  al¬ 
ways  wore  on  his  arm  ;  they  were  fet  in 
manner  of  a  bracelet,  and  always  made  a 
little  noife  by  ftriking  againft  each  other, 
whenfoever  any  perfon  came  near  the  Ca¬ 
liph  with  poifon. 

Jaffar  was  greatly  aftonifhed  at  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  fudden  indifpofition,  as  well  as  at  the 
order  he  had  received  to  depart.  But  he 
loon  found,  by  what  was  rumoured  about 
the  court,  that  fome  perfon  at  the  audience 
was  fufpedted  of  carrying  poifon  ;  upon 
which  he  forthwith  cleared  up  the  matter  : 
he  told  the  courtiers,  that  the  Caliph  was 
not  in  the  leaft  danger  of  any  delign  againft 
his  life  :  that  fince  the  laft  revolutions  which 
had  happened  in  his  country,  he  had  al¬ 
ways  been  provided  with  it  ;  that  having 
been  long  threatened  by  his  enemies  with 
an  ignominious  death,  he  had  taken  that 
precaution  to  avoid  their  cruelty;  and  to 
that  end  had  caufed  a  ring  to  be  made,  in 
the  bezil  of  which  was  contained  fo  fub- 
tile  a  poifon,  that  by  fucking  ever  fo  fmall 
a  quantity  of  it,  he  was  fure  of  dying  on  the 
fpot,  and  thereby  depriving  his  enemies  of 
the  pleafure  they  expected  in  putting  him 
to  death. 


This 
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This  eclairciffement  quieted  the  whole  Soliman. 


court  :  Jaffar  appeared  again  before  the  Ca-  Hegyra  99- 
liph,  and  was  afterwards  highly  in 


with  that  prince.  Soliman  received  great 
benefit  from  the  wholefome  advice  the  Per- 
fian  gave  him  ;  am  on  g  ft  other  regulations 
which  he  caufed  to  be  made  in  the  mufful- 
man  empire,  he  prevailed  on  the  Caliph 
to  call  in  all  the  fpecie,  and  to  coin  money 
with  much  lefs  alloy  than  had  been  ufed  in 
the  coin  before  current  in  his  dominions. 
Jaffar  was  made  fuperintendant  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  money  had 
acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  finenefs,  that  in 
all  future  operations  and  attempts,  they 
could  never  attain  the  fame  perfection. 

As  Jaffar  had  occafion  many  times  to  re¬ 
late  at  the  Caliph’s  court  the  particulars  of 
the  revolutions  that  had  happened  in  his 
country,  and  to  mention  how  often  he  had 
been  on  the  point  of  having  recourfe  to  the 
poifon  contained  in  his  ring,  he  frequently 
made  ufe  of  the  word  Barmek,  which  lig¬ 
nifies  in  the  Perfian  tongue,  £C  to  fuck.’? 
The  Syrians  hearing  that  word  fo  often  re¬ 
peated,  formed  it  into  a  furnarne  for  Jaffar, 
whom  they  commonly  called  Jaffar  Barméki. 
From  whence  his  defendants,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  all  fuch  of  his  family  as  came  to  fettle  in 
Syria,  we  re  called  Barmekidæ.  At  leaft,  fo 
Tawarik,  an  Arabian  author,  rebates  the 
matter. 
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Omar  II. 

Hegyra  99. 
Ch.  ær.  718. 


Omar’s  love 
to  fimplicity. 


SO  foon  as  the  death  of  Soliman  was 
made  public,  the  vizir  Rhaja  affembled 
the  chief  lords  of  the  muffulman  empire* 
and  laid  before  them  the  writing  which  the 
late  Caliph  had  entrufted  him  with.  It  was 
read  over,  and  immediately  Omar-ben-Ab- 
dalaziz,  whom  he  had  nominated  to  be  Ca¬ 
liph,  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed,  and  feat- 
ed  on  the  throne,  where  they  paid  him  the 
homage  due  to  his  new  dignity. 

From  the  very  moment  of  his  advance¬ 
ment,  he  gave  proofs  of  his  love  to  modefty 
and  fimplicity;  his  conduét  was  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  to  that  of  the  firft  Caliphs  of 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who  were  fond  of 
luxury  and  magnificence.  When  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  of  ftate,  and  other  perfons 
waited  on  him,  in  order  to  attend  him  with 
the  accuftomed  ceremonies  to  the  chief 
mofque,  where  he  was  to  be  inaugurated, 
they  offered  him  the  finefl  horfes  in  his  pre- 
deceffor’s  fiables,  that  he  might  make  choice 
of  fuch  a  number  as  he  thought  proper  for 
fo  auguft  a  ceremony.  Omar  refufed  them, 
and  went  on  foot  with  his  train  to  the 
mofque.  When  he  returned,  they  would 
have  conducted  him  to  the  palace  appointed 

for 
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for  the  Caliphs  j  but  he  declared  he  would  °M  AR  ir- 
not  leave  the  houfe  he  had  ufually  dwelt  in.  99/ 

Some  of  the  principal  Muflulmen  cenfur- 
ed  him  for  his  conduct,  and  told  him,  they 
could  not  conceive  why  he  fhould  refufe  to 
inhabit  a  palace  which  the  Caliphs,  his  pre- 
deceffors,  had  thought  themfelves  bound  to 
refide  in.  <c  I  would  not/'  faid  he,  tc  in¬ 
commode  either  the  relations  or  fervants  of 
my  predeceffor,  who  now  dwell  there  : 
more  efpecially  as  my  own  houle  affords  me 
all  the  conveniences  I  ftand  in  need  of.” 

This  modeft  behaviour  of  the  Caliph, 
which  could  flow  only  from  a  good  heart, 
was  far  from  being  generally  approved  :  on 
the  contrary,  the  courtiers,  who  were  fond 
of  pomp  and  fhew,  were,  for  the  moftpart, 
exceflively  difgufted  at  it  ;  but  he  on  no  oc- 
eafion  funk  more  in  the  efteem  of  his  fub- 
jeéts,  than  on  account  of  his  conduct  to¬ 
wards  the  friends  and  defendants  of  Ali. 

He  reftored  to  that  family  the  lands  called  He  reftores 
Fidac,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to^^ctotte 
them:  Mahomet  gave  it  as  a  portion  to  Fa-  Alians. 
tima  his  daughter,  on  her  marriage  with 
Ali.  Omar  appointed  a  receiver  of  the  rents 
of  that  eftate,  and  directed  him  to  pay  the 
fame  in  equal  portions  to  all  fuch  of  the 
Alians  as  were  then  living.  This  favour, 

Ihewn  to  a  family  which  the  Ommiyans 
mortally  hated,  caufed  great  heart-burnings 
and  complaints  $  but  the  Caliph  difregarded 
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Omar  II.  them,  and  fo on  took  aftep  which  feemed  to 
Ixegyra  99.^  Qc  greater  confequence. 

*ær#  71  It  has  been  already  fhewn  that  in  the 
He  fappreffes  reign  of  Moawiyah,  the  firft  Caliph  of  the 

nounced Sade"  race  Ommiyah,  the  name  of  Ali  was 
gainfl  Ali.  folemnly  proferibed,  and  that  in  all  public 
affemblies  of  the  people,  curfes  were  de¬ 
nounced  againft  his  whole  family.  This 
cuftom  had  been  conftantly  obferved,  ever 
fin  ce  the  acceffion  of  the  Ommiyan  family 
fo  the  throne.  Omar  refolved  to  fupprefs  it, 
and  took  the  following  method  to  bring  it 
about. 

He  imparted  his  defign  to  a  Jew,  with 
whom  he  concerted  a  converfation  that  was 
to  pafs  between  them  in  public,  in  order  to 
bring  about  what  he  had  refolved  in  favour 
of  the  Alians.  This  done,  the  Jew  appear¬ 
ed  one  day  at  court,  at  a  time  the  Caliph 
was  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  the 
principal  nobility.  Omar  having  perceived 
him,  civilly  took  notice  of  him,  as  being  a 
man  of  note  in  Damafcus,  and  afked  hirm 
if  he  had  any  requeft  to  make.  The  Jew 
anfwered,  that  he  was  come  to  wait  on  him 
about  an  affair  of  great  importance  ;  that  he: 
had  a  favour  to  beg  of  him,  which  was,  tha-ti 
he  would  give  him  his  daughter  to  wife. 

Omar,  affeâing  great  furprize,  haftily 
anfwered,  <c  How  !  what  mean  you  by 
fuch  a  requeft  ;  are  not  you  of  a  different 
religion  ? ’’  cc  Did  not  Ali  marry  the  daugh- 
of  Mahomet?”  replied  the  jew.  “  He 

did 
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did,  but  the  cafe  is  widely  different/3  faid  Omar  IIj 
Omar  ;  £C  Ali  was  one  of  the  faithful,  and  ^egyra  99* 
the  commander  of  the  faithful/'  <c  What  !”  Ch'  1 
returned  the  Jew,  <c  was  Ali  one  of  the 
faithful  ?  why  then  do  you  daily  denounce 
curfes  againft  him  in  your  mofques  ?" 

Upon  this  Omar,  turning  to  the  chief 
courtiers  who  were  then  about  him,  “  It 
lies  upon  you  to  anfwer  this  jew,”  faid  he  , 

<c  for  I  mull  confefs  he  has  fo  puzzled  me, 
that  I  know  not  what  to  fay  to  him/"  The 
courtiers  feemed  intirely  at  a  lofs  for  a  reply  ; 
and  the  Caliph  finding  them  filent,  faid  to 
thofe  prefent  :  cc  Since  it  is  fo,  I  from  this 
day  fupprefs  that  public  form  of  malediétion, 
and  in  Head  of  it  fhall  be  ufed  this  verfe  of 
the  Koran  :  cc  Lord,  pardon  our  offences, 
and  pardon  alfo  our  brethren  who  profefs 
the  fame  faith  with  us/5 

This  extraordinary  change  immediately  TheQmmi- 
raifed  great  diflurbances,  and  efpecially  it' 

amongft  the  Ommiyans,  who  were  vexed  to 
fee  a  prince  of  their  family  prefume  to  abo~ 
lifh  a  form  which  the  firft  Caliph  of  their 
houfe  had  eftablifhed,  with  a  view  to  procure 
that  peace  to  his  defcendants,  which  they 
could  not  hope  to  enjoy,  but  by  depriving 
the  Alians  of  all  means  of  forming  a  party. 

By  degrees  the  diflurbances  on  this  account 
feemed  to  be  at  an  end  ;  but  it  was  no  more 
than  the  effefl:  of  the  profoundeft  diflimu^ 
lation,  to  which  the  Caliph,  as  will  appear 
in  the  fequel,  became  a  facrifice, 
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Omar  II. 
Hegyira  ioo. 
Ch.  aer.  719. 


The  Mufllil- 
înen  again 
befiege  Con- 
ilantinople 
without  fuc- 
cefs. 


The  revival  of  the  enterprize  againft  the 
Greeks  quieted  fora  time  the animofity  of  the 
Ommiyans  againft  the  Caliph.  That  prince 
entertained  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  in  the 
undertaking  than  his  predeceffors  had  met 
with,  and  with  that  view  he  caufed  moft 
extraordinary  preparations  to  be  made. 

When  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year  for 
taking  the  field  was  come,  he  caufed  Merwan, 
his  general,  to  march  towards  Conftantinople, 
at  the  head  of  a  very  formidable  army. 
Merwan  invefted  the  city,  and  pufhed  on  his 
attacks  with  great  vigour.  But  the  Greeks 
made  a  moft  gallant  defence,  and  the  be- 
fiegers  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men. 


The  iyrian  general,  apprehending  the  fiege 
would  be  a  work  of  time,  wrote  to  the 
Caliph  for  a  fupply  of  troops  and  provifions. 
Four  hundred  Chips  of  war,  well  provided, 
were  forthwith  fent  under  the  command  of 
Dehac;  and  Merwan  received  advice  that 
this  powerful  fuccour  would  be  difembarked 
on  the  coafts  of  Thrace. 

But,  unhappily  for  the  Saracens,  the  gre~ 
cian  emperor  alfb  gained  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  and  took  pro¬ 
per  meafures  to  render  it  ufelefs.  Leo  the 
Ifaurian  ftill  pofTeffed  the  throne.  That 
prince,  who  from  a  common  foldier  had 
railed  himfelf  to  the  empire  by  means  of 
his  courage  and  intrepidity,  gave  frefih  proofs 
of  his  bravery  and  experience  ;  and  after 
having  deftrpyed  the  whole  force  of  the  Sa¬ 
racens 
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racens  the  preceeding  year,  he  was  equally 
fuccefsful  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Leo  caufed  the  muflulman  fleet  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  hurry  and  con- 
fufion  of  the  difembarkation.  Many  of  the 
fyrian  fhips,  which  was  then  left  without  a 
proper  force  to  defend  them,  were  taken  by 
the  Greeks  ;  and  the  fire- fhips  having  been 
fent  out  amongft  the  reft  of  the  faracen  fleet, 
great  part  of  them  were  burned,  and  very 
few  fhips  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

This  event  fpread  a  terror  amongft  the 
troops  employed  in  the  fiege.  But  Merwan 
difpelled  their  fears,  and  even  prevailed  upon 
them  to  carry  on  the  works  with  the  fame 
zeal  and  courage  as  they  had  fhewn  in  the 
beginning  ;  telling  them,  he  was  perfuaded 
the  Greeks  could  not  long  hold  out,  and  that 
the  intrepidity  they  affedted  to  make  appear, 
was,  as  it  were,  no  more  than  the  laft  gafps 
of  their  expiring  valour. 

But  by  a  fucceflion  of  frefh  misfortunes 
the  Syrians  loft  all  courage.  Merwan,  find¬ 
ing  that  all  the  provifions  he  was  able  to 
recover  from  Dehac’s  fleet  would  laft  but  a 
fhort  time,  fent  out  a  large  detachment  to¬ 
wards  the  city  of  Nice,  in  Bithynia,  hoping 
there  to  procure  a  full  fupply.  But  this  ftep 
proved  very  fatal.  Whilft  the  detachment 
was  upon  the  march,  it  was  difcovered  by 
fome  grecian  lords,  who  had  abandoned 
their  caftles  to  fecure  themfelves  in  the  moun- 
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Omar  ii.  tains.  Thefe  lords  being  of  opinion,  that  if 
Hegyra  ioo.  their  vaffals  would  join  them  they  fhould  be 
Ch.  ær.  719.  p-rong  enough  to  attack  the  Saracens,  dif- 
patched  exprefs  melfengers  to  the  feveral 
villages,  defiring  the  inhabitants  to  take  up 
arms.  The  villagers  complied,  and  joining 
in  a  body,  marched  under  the  command  of 
the  nobles,  who  formed  an  ambufcade  in  a 
place  through  which  the  faracen  detachment 
was  forced  to  march,  and  the  Syrians  were 
attacked  unawares,  and  cut  in  pieces. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Grecian  fhips  that 
guarded  the  ftreights  which  form  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  fea  of  Marmora  and 

i 

the  Black  Sea,  gave  a  free  paffage  to  the 
veffels  that  carried  pro vi fions  to  the  befieged  ; 
but  they  at  the  fame  time  kept  the  fyriap 
ihips  in  awe,  who  were  afraid  of  coming 
near  them  fince  they  had  felt  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  greek  fire.  All  provifions  being  there¬ 
fore  cut  off,  a  terrible  dearth  enfued,  but 
they  drill  continued  the  fiege.  They  ftrug- 
gled  a  long  time  with  famine,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  appeafe  it  by  eating  their  horfes, 
camels,  and  other  beafts  of  burthen  :  pefti- 
lence,  the  ufual  concomitant  of  famine,  arofe 
in  their  camp,  and  the  infection  was  even 
communicated  to  the  befieged.  The  Caliph 
having  received  advice  of  the  difmal  con¬ 
dition  to  which  his  troops  were  reduced, 
ordered  Merwan  to  raife  the  fiege,  which  had 
proved  fo  de  ft  ru  drive,  and  to  return  with 
the  army  into  Syria, 

But 
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But  the  fame  fatality  attended  them  in  Omar  ii. 
their  return,  as  had  accompanied  them  in  their  Hegyfa  ioo. 
former  operations.  They  had  the  elements—*  ær‘  71 9’ 
to  ftruggle  with  :  lightening  fell  on  them, 
and  they  were  affailed  by  furious  ftorms  of 
wind  during  their  whole  paflage.  Great  part 
of  their  fhips  were  wrecked,  and  only  about 
fifteen  of  the  fleet  were  able  to  reach  their 
port,  and  thofe  in  a  very  fhattered  condition. 

The  Caliph,  enraged  at  fo  great  a  lofs,  at-*  Omar  perfé- 
tributed  the  misfortune  to  his  eafinefs  in  cute.s  the 
granting  many  privileges  to  the  Chriftians.  L4U1  ians‘ 
He  refolved  therefore  for  the  future  to  treat 
them  with  the  utmoftfe verity,  and  fubjed  them 
to  the  obfervation  of  many  cuftoms  ufed  by 
the  Muffulmen.  He  accordingly  prohibited 
them  from  drinking  wine,  and  eating  certain 
meats  forbidden  by  the  mahometan  law  ; 
he  increafed  their  taxes  one  half,  and  ordered 
that  their  teflimony  fhould  no  longer  be  ad¬ 
mitted  in  the  difputes  they  might  have  with 
Mahometans. 

But  the  great  difappointments  the  Caliph  Hegyra  101. 
had  met  with  in  this  enterprize,  had  not  the  Cll,æ1'  720- 
leaft  influence  on  his  conduct  towards  the 
Muffulmen  ;  he  ftill  governed  them  with  the 
fame  tendernefs  and  moderation  as  he  had 
fhewn  at  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  :  and 
when  any  difturbances  arofe,  or  even  any  in- 
furredion  happened,  far  from  ading  with 
fo  great  rigour  as  the  moft  part  of  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  done  on  fuch  occafions,  he 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  appeafe  the 

authors 
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Omar  IL  authors  and  promoters  of  them,  and  to  bring 

Hegyra  i o i .  them  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  peace- 

Cil.  ær.  yzo.  means# 

Shuzib’s  re-  Muffulman  of  great  note,  called  Shuzib, 

volt,  on  ac-  .  ,  ,  °  i  r  .  . 

count  of  the  having  revolted  on  account  or  fome  opinions 

fuppreffion  of  touching  the  law  of  Mahomet,  the  Caliph's 

the  maledic-  counfeuors  advifed  him  to  fend  out  a  body 

Ali.  or  troops,  and  punilh  the  rebel  ;  but  Omar, 

unwilling  that  any  blood  fhould  be  filed 
about  a  difference  in  opinion,  declared  there 
was  no  occafion  to  carry  matters  to  fuch  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  that  he  was  in  hopes  of  extin- 
guifhing  the  rebellion  by  ufing  other  methods. 

He  wrote  a  letter  to  Shuzib,  and  defired 
him  to  come  to  court,  and  difpaffionately 
argue  the  matter  with  him  :  t£  If  you  want 
nothing  more,”  faid  the  Caliph  to  him  in 
his  letter,  tc  than  a  reformation  of  religion 
and  the  ftate,  come  to  me,  and  relate  your 
grievances,  and  I  will  ufe  my  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  to  remove  them,  without  noife  or 
further  trouble.” 

Shuzib  had  already  gone  fo  far,  that  he 
dared  not  appear  before  the  Caliph,  fearing 
that  he  fhould  at  lead  be  feverely  reprimanded, 
or  might  be  perhaps  even  punifhed  for  his 
revolt:  he  therefore  fent  in  his  dead  two 
men  of  his  party,  whom  he  could  rely  on,  with 
orders  to  treat  with  the  Caliph  on  his  behalf, 

The  deputies  appeared  before  Omar,  and 
could  alledge  no  other  grievances  on  the  part 
of  their  principal,  than  the  Caliph's  late  con¬ 
duct  in  refpedt  to  the  Alians  :  for  as  to  what 

related 
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related  perfonally  to  him,  they  owned  there 
was  not  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint,  and 
that  the  whole  world  acknowledged  him  to 
be  a  moft  equitable  prince.  But  they  re- 
prefented  to  him,  that  as  he  was  of  the 
houfe  of  Ommiyah,  many  perfons  had  taken 
great  offence  at  his  fuppreffing  the  form  of 
malediction,  which  his  predeceffors  had  com¬ 
manded  to  be  ufed  in  the  mofques,  at  the 
time  of  publick  prayer,  againft  the  enemies 
of  his  family.  They  added,  that  this  ftep 
had  induced  mankind  to  believe  he  openly 
condemned  the  Gmmiyans,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  doubted  but  he  would  command 
that  the  fame  anathema  fhould  for  the  future 
be  ufed  againft  them,  as  had  been  fo  long 
fulminated  againft  the  Alians. 

Omar,  amazed  to  find  that  a  bare  differ¬ 
ence  in  opinion  could  fet  men  at  variance, 
and  drive  them  to  take  fuch  defperate  mea~ 
fures,  anfwered  with  great  mildnefs  :  <c  As 
what  you  require  of  me  relates  not  to  this 
world,  but  to  the  world  to  come,  I  think  I 
fhould  commit  a  great  fin  in  granting  your 
requeft.  It  does  not  appear  that  God  com¬ 
manded  his  prophet  to  curfe  any  perfon  what- 
foever  :  nor  does  it  appear,  that  we  ought 
either  publickly  or  privately  to  curfe  any 
man,  even  though  to  our  knowledge  he 
fhould  lead  a  moft  profligate  life.  Pharaoh, 
who  was  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  arrogate  to 
himfelf  divine  honours,  was  not  publickly 
curfed.  As  therefore  you  acknowledge  me 
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to  be  juft  and  equitable,  how  can  you  fup- 
pofe  I  will  curie  the  Ommiyans,  who  are 
my  relations  $  who  are  of  the  fame  religion  with 
me,  and  who  obferve  all  the  fails,  and  obey  all 
the  precepts,  prefcribed  to  Muftulmen?” 

The  deputies  were  filenced  by  this  anfwer. 
They  then  came  to  another  point,  which 
was  one  of  the  main  pretexts  for  their 
rebellion  :  it  was  concerning  the  fucceffiofi 
to  the  empire.  When  the  laft  Caliph  ap¬ 
pointed  Omar  to  reign  after  him,  he  at  the 
fame  time  named  Yezid  to  be  Omar’s  fuc- 
ceffor.  Now,  that  young  prince  being  a  man 
of  the  vileft  character,  Shuzib  and  his  ad¬ 
herents  were  refolved  to  exclude  him  from 
the  throne.  €C  My  lord,”  faid  the  deputies 
to  Omar,  tc  furely  a  prince  fo  equitable  as 
you  are,  will  not  at  your  death  leave  us  for 
your  fuccelfor  fo  impious  and  irreligious  a 
man,  as  he  that  is  appointed  to  come  after 
you,  only  that  you  may  perform  a  promife 
which  was  as  it  were  forced  from  you  at  the 
time  you  were  railed  to  the  throne  ?” 

The  Caliph,  who  well  knew  Yezid’s  dif- 
polition,  was  moved  at  their  remonftrances  : 
however,  he  ftrove  to  pacify  the  deputies,  by 
reprefenting  to  them,  that  the  event  in 
queftion  was  yet  at  a  great  diftance  ;  and  as 
to  what  might  afterwards  happen,  they  ought 
to  truft  providence.  tc  My  lord,”  replied 
the  deputies  with  great  warmth,  cc  we  all 
know  Yezid,  and  tremble  to  think  what  will 
become  of  the  empire  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
a  prince.” 
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Omar  was  fo  ftruck  at  this  difcourfe,  that  °'MAK- n* 
he  was  unable  to  make  any  reply.  He  Ff§yra  IQI* 
dropped  lome  tears,  and  reluming  the  con¬ 
versation,  he  told  the  deputies,  that  he  ran  ft 
take  a  few  days  time  to  conlider  what  they 
had  offered  to  him,  and  that  he  would  foon 
return  them  his  anfwer  ;  after  which  he 
difmifled  them. 

The  publick  was  foon  made  acquainted  Hegyra  102. 
with  all  that  paffed  at  this  conference.  The^h'  ær’  72U 
Ommiyans  were  alarmed,  fearing  that  the 
Caliph,  who  was  diffatisfied  with  them  on  ac-  caliph/  6 
count  of  the  difturbances  they  raifed  at  the  time 
the  anathema  againft  Ali  was  fuppreffed,  might 
take  advantage  of  Yezid's  ill  conduct,  to  ex¬ 
clude  him  from  the  throne,  and  perhaps  might 
tranfmit  the  crown  to  another  family.  They 
therefore  held  a  council  on  the  prefent  pofture 
of  their  affairs  ;  and  the  refult  was  that  the  Ca¬ 
liph  fhould  be  taken  off  without  delay,  that  he 
might  not  have  time  to  put  in  execution 
the  meafures  they  were  fo  apprehenlive  of. 

They  executed  their  bale  defign  by  the 
help  of  one  of  the  Caliph's  Haves  whom 
they  corrupted.  The  wretch  undertook  to 
give  his  matter  the  poifon  they  put  into  his 
hands  ;  and  he  adminiftered  it  in  fome  liquor, 
the  fatal  effects  of  which  were  foon  made 
manifeft. 

An  arabian  author  fays,  that  the  Caliph 
refufed  to  take  any  remedy  to  expel  the 
poifon  ;  and  that  one  of  his  friends  having 
earneftly  preffed  him  to  ufe  proper  means  for 
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If  his  cure,  that  prince  anfwered  him  :  cc  I  àm 
i°2.  p0  reflgned  to  the  will  of  the  Almighty  Being,1 
721  '  and  fo  thorougly  perfuaded  that  his  decree,  as 
to  the  term  prescribed  for  the  life  of  each 
man,  is  infallible  and  inevitable,  that  I  would 
not  raife  my  finger  to  rub  my  ear,  though  I 
fhould  be  affured  it  would  efFedt  my  cure.” 

This  uncommon  refignation  brought  him 
to  the  grave.  He  died,  after  having  reigned 
about  two  years  and  a  half,  and  being  in  the 
39th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  near 
the  little  town  of  Maharat,  in  a  place  for¬ 
merly  called  themonaftery  of  St.  Simeon. 

Arabian  writers  concur  in  acknowledging 
his  great  virtues  :  above  all,  they  praife  him 
for  his  mercy,  modefly,  and  difinterefted- 
nefs.  He  always  wore  very  plain  garments, 
even  on  days  of  the  higheft  ceremony. 

Mojufhon,  an  author  famous  on  account 
of  his  vifions,  afferts,  that  he  faw  Omar  in 
paradife,  lying  in  Mahomet’s  bofom,  having 
Abubecre  on  his  right  hand,  and  Omar  the 
firfl  on  his  left  ;  that  being  aftonifhed  at 
the  preference  given  to  Omar-ebn-Abdolaziz 
over  the  two  firfl:  Caliphs,  he  afked  an 
angel  the  caufe  of  it,  and  the  angel  an¬ 
fwered,  that  Abubecre  and  Omar  the  firfl, 
had  exercifed  juftice,  and  fulfilled  the  law  in 
the  primitive  times,  and  in  the  days  of  zeal 
for  Muflulmanifm  ;  but  that  Omar-ebn-Ab- 
dalaziz  excelled  them  all  in  merit,  having 
exercifed  the  fame  virtues  amidft  a  corrupt 
and  unjuft  age. 
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Y  E  Z  I  D  It 

The  FOURTEENTH  CALIPH. 


YE  Z  I  Dj  the  fon  of  Abdolmelik  a  f-  Yezid  IX. 

cended  the  throne  immediately  after  the  Hegyra  102. 
death  of  Omar;  but  he  did  not  imitate  him  v~h'  ær‘ 72 
either  in  point  of  modefty  or  prudence.  He 
feemed  in  all  his  addons  to  take  a  pride  in  run¬ 
ning  counter  to  the  conduct  of  his  predeceffor, 
whom  he  never  mentioned  but  with  obliquy, 
and  with  a  view  to  blacken  his  memory.  He 
difmiffed  from  the  court,  allfuch  as  had  enjoyed 
the  lead;  lliare  of  Omar's  favour  ;  and  deprived 
of  their  government  all  fuch  as  he  hadappointed 
to  prefide  over  the  provinces. 
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In  the  fir  ft  year  of  his  reign  great  broils  hap-  YezidTebn- 
pened  in  Arabia,  which  were  oecafioned  by  a  Mahdefc 

a  J  c*  if’pc  q 

famous  captain  alfo  named  Yezid,  the  fon  of  an 'm  Arabia, 
eminent  Muffulman  named  Mahaleb,  who  de¬ 
rived  his  pedigree  from  the  princes  of  Lariftan, 
a  little  province  in  Perfia.  Thofe  princes,  and 
Mahaleb  after  their  example,  had  fignalized 
themfelves  by  their  bravery  and  intrepidity  ; 

Yezid,  who  pofiefted  the  valour  of  his  anceftors, 
declared  waragainft  the  Caliph,  and  at  the  head 
of  his  army  entered  arabian  Irak,  where  he  was 
joined  by  a  numerous  party. 

Though  the  Caliph  had  not  the  lead:  talent 
for  war;  yet  he  extricated  himfelf  on  this  occa- 
fion  in  a  more  advantageous  manner  than 
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could  have  been  expedted.  He  did  not 
indeed  attempt  to  command  his  troops  in 
perfon,  but  appointed  to  that  office  one  of 
his  brothers,  named  Mufleimah,  who  behaved 
on  that  expedition  with  equal  courage  and 
conduct.  He  beat  the  enemy,  and  totally 
routed  them.  But  feveral  bloody  adtions 
fir  ft  paffed  in  which  he  was  always  vidto- 
rious  ;  though  the  advantages  he  gained  were 
not  always  equally  great.  In  the  firft  battle 
Yezid-ebn-Mahaleb  was  killed  on  the  fpot, 
after  having  long  drove  for  the  victory.  His 
brother,  named  Moawiyah,  immediately  took 
the  command  of  the  army,  and  made  head 
againft  the  Arabians  as  long  as  he  poffibly 
could  5  when  he  found  the  fire  of  his  foldiers 
began  to  flag,  and  that  they  were  greatly 
diiheartened  by  the  lofs  of  their  chief-of- 
ficers,  he  attempted  to  make  a  retreat,  and 
took  the  road  to  Ormus,  in  hopes  of  faving 
the  remainder  of  his  troops.  But  the  go-  I 
vernor  of  that  place  having  heard  of  the  blow  I 
they  had  received,  would  not  open  his  gates 
to  them  ;  thus  Moawiyah  was  forced  to 
feek  another  afylum.  Mufleimah,  who  clofely 
purfued  him,  and  who  had  killed  him  a  great 
many  men  in  divers  encounters  which  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  retreat,  continually  haraf- 
ied  him  as  far  as  the  river  Indus,  where  there: 
happened  a  conclusive  adfion  ;  and  Moawi¬ 
yah  having  been  killed  at  the  firft  onfet,  the 
remainder  of  his  troops  were  eafily  cut  in 
pieces  bv  the  Arabians. 

The 
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The  Caliph’s  arms  were  aifo  very  fuc-  Yezid  ii. 
cefsful  againft  the  Turks,  who  had  over  run  ^e§yra  I0- 
Afia,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Aderbijan  n  tU‘ 721* 
which  is  the  ancient  Media.  The  lame  Muf-  |?uccels  of  î3lc 

.  .  .  oaracens 

a  compleat  victory  over  them,  againft  the 

and  drove  them  out  of  the  Caliph’s  do-  Turks- 
minions. 

The  Saracens  were  greatly  elated  by  thefe  Hegyra  103. 
repeated  advantages,  and  induced  to  carry Ch- ær- 
their  arms  into  the  fouthern  provinces  of  They  make 
France,  which  they  entered,  after  having; an  irruPtI0n 

*  "  J  7  <r>  mto  France 

made  themfelves  mailers  of  great  part  of 
Spain.  They  took  the  city  of  Narbonne 
by  furprize,  and  made  it  their  head  quarters. 

They  then  advanced  to  Thou  lofe,  and  laid 
fiege  to  it;  but  Eudes,  earl  of  Aquitain, 
marching  up  to  them  with  a  numerous  army, 
forced  them  to  raife  the  fiege  :  and  conti¬ 
nually  purfuing  and  harailing  them,  he  de¬ 
feated  their  army  near  Narbonne,  retook  that 
city  from  them,  and  finally  drove  them  out 
of  the  dominions  of  France. 

Whilil  the  Caliph’s  generals  were  ear- 
neftly  labouring  to  maintain  the  glory  of  the 
nation  at  the  head  of  numerous  armies,  that 
prince  who  was  naturally  indolent  and  fen- 
fual,  pafled  his  time  with  his  women,  and 
left  to  his  courtiers  the  care  of  the  ftate. 

Among  ft  the  women,  his  ufual  compa- caufe  of  the 
nions  were  two  for  whom  he  entertained  a  <kath  of  the 
violent  pafiion  :  the  one  was  named  Sélamah,  aiiph" 
the  other  Hababah.  One  day,  when  that 
prince  was  walking  with  them  in  a  pleafant 
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garden  belonging  to  him,  which  lay  near  the 
Jourdan,  he  was  diverting  himfelf  with  throw¬ 
ing  grape  ftones  at  a  diftance,  which  Ha- 
babah  caught  in  her  mouth  with  great  dex¬ 
terity.  (It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  grapes 
of  Paleftine,  are  much  larger  than  thofe  of 
Europe.)  This  fport  continued  fome  time, 
when  at  laft  one  of  the  ftones  ftuck  in  that 
fair  favourite's  throat,  and  choaked  her, 
fo  that  (he  died  in  the  Caliph's  arms. 

Yezid  was  afflicted  beyond  expreffion  at 
this  melancholy  accident.  Nothing  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  diverting  the  excefs  of  his  grief; 
on  the  contrary,  he  indulged  it  more  and 
more.  Vain  were  the  preparations  they  made 
to  pay  the  laft  duty  to  the  remains  of  that 
unfortunate  woman,  in  order  to  take  from 
out  of  his  fight  the  objeét  of  his  grief  ;  he 
would  not  permit  them.  He  ordered  her 
body  to  be  carried  to  his  chamber,  where  he 
fhut  himfelf  up  for  eight  whole  days,  to 
feaft  his  eyes  with  that  horrid  fpebtacle. 
The  ftench  of  the  carcafe,  which  filled  the 
whole  apartment,  being  infupportable  to  all 
that  were  obliged  to  attend  there,  the  Caliph 
was  forced  to  confient  to  its  being  removed, 
on  the  reprefentation  of  his  officers,  who  de¬ 
clared  they  could  not  poffibly  ferve  him  if 
he  kept  the  body  longer. 

It  was  hoped  that  time  and  the  abfence 
of  the  objedl,  would  put  an  end  to  his  for- 
rows,  but  they  became  more  exceflive  ;  and 
he  was  lb  unreafonable  as  to  order  the  body 
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of  that  woman  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ground,  Hesham. 
and  brought  back  to  him.  But  no  perfon  ^gyra 
would  obey  the  order,  and  he  dared  not  *  Ær’/i2‘ 
infift  upon  it.  The  violence  of  his  afflic¬ 
tion  threw  him  into  a  confumptive  illnefs, 
of  which,  having  languifhed  a  fhort  time, 
he  died,  and  according  to  his  own  com¬ 
mand,  was  buried  in  the  fame  grave  with 
his  beloved  Hababah. 

Shortly  before  his  death  he  appointed 
Hefham,  one  of  his  brothers,  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor  ;  and  he  direfted  that  after  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  death  the  crown  fflould  defcend  to  his 
own  fon  Waled,  who  was  then  too  young  to 
wield  the  fcepter. 


HESHAM. 

The  FIFTEENTH  CALIPH. 


HE  S  H  A  M-ebn-Abdolmelik  was  not  Hesham. 

at  Damafcus  when  his  brother  Yezid  toJ- 
died;  but  notwithftanding  his  abfence  he 
was  folemnly  proclaimed  Caliph  ;  and  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  proclamation  a  deputa¬ 
tion  of  fome  of  the  principal  fyrian  lords 
was  fent  to  deliver  to  him  the  royal  fcepter 
and  ring.  And  this  was  the  firft  news  he 
received  of  his  brother  the  Caliph’s  death, 
and  of  his  own  acceffion  to  the  crown. 

In  a  few  days  he  departed  from  Rafphas 
a  city  in  Syria,  the  place  of  his  ufual  reffl 
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dence,  and  arrived  at  Damafcus,  where  he 
took  pofleflion  of  his  new  dignity,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  homage  of  his  fubjeds. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  a  dangerous 
rival  appeared,  who  raifed  great  difturban- 
ces,  and  caufed  him  much  uneafinefs.  It 
was  Zeid,  Hofein’s  grandfon,  and  who 
was  confequently  great  grandfon  to  Ali,  the 
prophet’s  ion-in-law.  So  foon  as  he  receiv¬ 
ed  advice  of  Yezid’s  death,  and  Hefham’s 
proclamation,  he  went  with  all  fpeed  to  Cu¬ 
fah,  where  he  had  then  a  ftrong  party  of 
friends.  He  held  long  conferences  with 
them,  and  after  great  debates  on  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  they  judged  they  had  now 
a  favourable  opportunity  of  driving  the  Om- 
miyans  from  the  throne,  which  they  held 
only  by  ufurpation  ;  and  they  refolved  to 
proceed  in  their  defign  without  delay,  that 
the  new  Caliph  might  not  have  time  to  fix 
himfelf  on  the  throne. 

They  forthwith  raifed  Zeid  to  the  Cali¬ 
phate,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
him.  The  Cufians,  who  were  ftill  fond  of 
broils  and  revolutions,  with  a  kind  of  en- 
thufiaftiçk  eagernefs,  embraced  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fignalizing  their  inconftancy  and 
perfidy.  They  proclaimed  him  Caliph,  and 
gave  him  all  the  proofs  of  obedience  that  a 
jfovereign  could  exped  from  the  mod  loyal 
fubjeds. 

As  the  anceftors  of  Zeid  had  fallen  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  treacherous  behaviour  of  the 
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Cufians,  he  ought  to  have  been  on  his  guard,  He  sham. 
and  not  have  founded  his  hopes  on  appear»  idegyra  Io6" 

1  •  11  1  1  n  rr  -  Ch.  ær.  725. 

ances  ;  but  in  all  probability  he  nattered 
himfelf  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  preferve 
the  affedtions  of  thofe  people,  whofe  fre¬ 
quent  defedtions  he  rather  attributed  to  the 
imprudent  management  of  others,  than  to 
their  own  natural  inconftancy. 

Thus  was  he  dazzled  by  an  ignis  fatuus, 
which  he  miftook  for  a  permanent  flame  * 
and  he  was  more  firmly  perfuaded  of  the 
fincerity  of  their  intentions,  when  upon  a 
propofal  being  made  for  the  immediate 
railing  a  body  of  troops  to  guard  againft  the 
Ommiyans,  (a  ftep  which  prudence  requir¬ 
ed  to  be  taken)  more  than  fourteen  thoufand 
almofl:  inftantly  appeared,  and  offered  to 
follow  his  ftandard. 

Their  offer  was  accepted,  and  Zeid  ap¬ 
pointed  generals  to  command  them:  all 
neceflary  preparations  were  made  for  taking 
the  field  ;  and  the  new  Caliph  appointed  a 
council  to  govern  the  ftate  whilft  he  Ihould 
be  abfent  to  oppofe  the  enemy  at  the  head 
of  his  troops. 

All  this  great  preparation  ferved  to  open 
the  rebellion,  but  in  no  wife  contribu¬ 
ted  to  its  fuccefs.  The  Caliph  of  Syria 
was  not  put  to  the  trouble  of  taking  up 
arms  to  crufli  this  infurredtion  in  the  bud  ; 
that  piece  of  fervice  was  done  him  by  the 
Arabians  who  remained  true  to  his  interefl  ; 
and  he  heard  not  the  leaft  news  of  the  mo- 
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He  sham,  tions  of  the  rebels,  till  he  at  the  fame  time 
Hegyra  106.  recejvej  advice  that  their  party  was  broken 

Ch.ær.  725.  1  it  r  j  r  J 

and  utterly  diiperled. 

Jofeph  pre-  Jofeph-ben- Amrou,  governor  of  Baforah, 

Cufiamtcfa-  having  been  informed  of  the  tranfadtions  at 
bandon  Zeid.  Cufah,  çaufed  fome  ftrong  detachments  to 
march  thither,  commanded  by  able  officers, 
whom  he  furnifhed  with  proper  inftrudti- 
ons.  His  defign  was  that  Zeids  perfon 
ffiould  be  fecured  before  he  was  in  a  con¬ 
dition  of  defending  himfelf  ;  and  in  order 
to  fucceed  in  that  enterprize  without  noife 
or  much  bloodfhed,  he  ordered  them  to 
take  all  opportunities  of  infinuating  them- 
felves  to  the  confidence  of  fome  of  the  lead- 

•  t- 

ing  men  of  Cufah,  and  to  endeavour  by 
dint  of  argument  or  promifes  to  bring  them 
over  from  the  party  of  Zeid. 

This  expedient  was  as  fuccefsful  as  Jofeph 
could  wi{h  :  his  offers  met  with  a  favoura¬ 
ble  reception  :  the  firft  that  came  over  pre¬ 
vailed  on  others  to  follow  his  example. 
They  then  began  to  reflect  on  the  rifque 
they  fhould  run  in  carrying  on  a  rebellion 
which  would,  fooner  or  later,  prove  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  Cufians.  In  fhort,  after 
mature  deliberation,  the  greatefl:  part  of 
thofe  who  had  been  fo  forward  in  taking 
up  arms,  immediately  laid  them  down,  and 
promifed  they  would  in  no  wife  affift  Zeid  : 
thus  the  party  of  that  unfortunate  Mufful- 
inan,  who  had  been  fo  laviih  of  their  offers 

ocure  him  the  crown,  re-^ 

fufed 


and  promifes  to  pr 


the  ARABIANS,  32 

fufed  him  the  lead  affiftance  to  prevent  his  He§h*m, 
falling  into  the  hands  of  thofe  that  came  to  pfsyra  îo^ 
feize  him.  In  a  word,  inftead  of  fourteen  1  ær*  72)" 
thoufand  men  who  had  agreed  to  facrifice 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  caufe,  he  had 
no  more  left  than  about  twelve  friends,  who 
refolved  to  die  in  his  defence. 

Though  Zeid  was  thus  abandoned,  yet  he 
refolved  to  refift  his  enemies  :  not  that  he 
could  hope  to  efcape  from  thofe  who  were 
come  to  arreft  him  ;  but  he  chofe  rather  to 
defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  gafp,  than  to  be 
made  prifoner,  in  which  latter  cafe  he  fore- 
faw  he  fhould  be  put  to  a  fhameful  death. 

So  foon  as  Jofeph’s  men  appeared  he  re-  Death  of 
tired,  with  his  few  friends,  to  a  place  where  ZeiG> 
he  might  fell  his  life  as  dearly  as  poffible  ; 
and  he  was  fo  perfuaded  he  fhould  foon  die, 
that  he  cryed  out  as  he  was  going  thither  ; 
cc  I  am  now  in  the  very  fame  fituation  Hofein 
was  and  indeed  he  fhared  the  fame  fate 
with  that  illuftrious  Muffulman  his  grand¬ 
father.  For  having  defended  his  life  a  long 
time,  with  a  daughter  of  a  great  number  of 
his  enemies,  he  received  a  defperate  wound 
on  the  head  which  difabled  him  from  mak¬ 
ing  any  further  refiftance.  Of  this  wound 
he  died  in  a  fhort  time,  and  was  buried  the 
fame  day  at  Cufah. 

Jofeph  was  well  pleafed  with  the  fuccefs 
of  his  enterprize,  but  he  was  forry  his  men 
had  differed  Zeid  to  be  honourably  interred. 

He  forthwith  fent  an  order  to  dig  up  the 

body, 
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body,  and  hang  it  on  the  common  gallows, 
as  an  example  to  all  fuch  as  were  rebelli- 
oufly  inclined.  And  he  then  fent  an  exprefs 
to  Damafcus,  with  a  particular  account  of 
the  whole  tranfaélion.  The  Caliph  return¬ 
ed  him  thanks,  fuch  as  fo  important  a  fer- 
vice  merited  ;  and  commanded  him  to  burn 
the  body  of  Zeid,  that  not  the  lead:  traces  of 
his  rebellion  might  remain.  Ahias,  the  fon 
of  that  rebel,  made  his  efcape  from  Cufah, 
to  avoid  the  purfuit  of  the  Caliph  s  friends, 
and  took  refuge  in  the  town  of  Balk,  fituated 
in  the  country  of  Turkedan. 

But  whilft  they  were  employed  in  exter¬ 
minating  the  party  of  the  Alians,  there  arofe 
another  more  formidable,  or,  at  lead,  more 
fuccefsful  party,  which  after  feveral  attempts, 
at  fird  attended  with  no  great  fuccefs,  at 
lad  raifed  itfelf  to  the  Caliphate  on  the  ruins 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah. 

The  party  I  mean,  was  that  of  the  Abaf- 
fians,  fo  called  from  Abbas  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dolmotaleb,  Mahomet’s  uncle.  Abbas,  who 
drongly  oppofed  his  nephew  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  million,  became  afterwards  one 
of  his  mod  zealous  followers  ;  and  was  held 
in  fo  great  edeem  by  his  countrymen,  that 
in  general  they  paid  him  almod  as  much 
refpedtas  they  fhewed  to  the  prophet  himfelf. 
It  is  even  related  that  the  Caliphs  Omar  and 
Othman  the  fird,  never  met  him  without 
giving  proofs  of  the  utmod  veneration  for 


the  ARABIANS.  333 

him  ;  and  that  when  they  were  on  horfe-  Hesham. 
back,  they  inftantly  alighted  to  falute  him.  ^gyra  I09‘ 

The  defendants  of  Abbas  had  always  re-  ’  ~1’  728* 
fufedto  acknowledge  theOmmiyans  as  lawful 
Caliphs,  and  confidered  them  only  as  ufur- 
pers  and  tyrants,  againft  whom  they  plotted 
without  ceafing.  The  Princes  of  that  fa¬ 
mily  had  already  raifed  many  feditions,  in 
which  feveral  of  them  loft  their  lives,  as 
well  in  the  reign  of  Omar  the  fécond,  as  in  that 
of  his  fucceflors,  and  particularly  of  Hefham, 
whofe  generals  were  very  acftive  in  falling- 
on  the  rebels.  But  all  their  diligence  and 
force  were  not  fufficient  to  deftroy  them  ; 
they  were  checked  for  a  while,  and  then 
made  their  appearance  again  with  frefli 
vigour. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Hefham  much 
ftirred  himfelf  during  thefe  commotions. 

Indeed,  if  fome  alterations  he  made  in  the 
government  of  the  provinces  are  excepted, 
hiftorians  have  not  mentioned  a  Angle  facft 
relating  to  the  fhare  he  had  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  affairs,  that  is  worthy  obfervation. 

They  fay,  in  general,  that  this  prince  was  Hefham 
a  man  of  great  parts,  and  an  able  ftatefman  5  CiiaraiiLr« 
that  he  was  aâive,  vigilant  and  laborious  ; 
but  they  at  the  fame  time  defcribe  him  to 
be  an  avaricious  man,  and  one  who  unjuft- 
ly  deprived  others  of  their  goods,  to  employ 
them  oftentimes  in  ridiculous  expences. 

El  Makin,  an  Arabian  author,  relates, 
that  never  Caliph  was  poffeffed  of  fo  much 

tapeftry, 
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tapeftry,  or  of  fo  many  robes  and  garments 
of  all  kinds  as  Hefham.  <c  We  are  told  in 
hiftory,”  fays  he,  tc  that  fix  hundred  ca¬ 
mels  were  employed  to  carry  his  wardrobe, 
and  that  he  left  a  thoufand  girdles,  and  ten 
thoufand  fhirts.” 

Notwithftanding  the  avarice  for  which 
Hefham  is  fo  highly  blamed,  he  had  fome- 
times  humours  which  put  him  to  an  im- 
menfe  expence.  He  was  in  particular  re¬ 
markably  fond  of  horfes  ;  and  bought  all  that 
were  offered  to  him,  provided  they  were 
good  and  beautiful.  He  kept  four  thoufand 
of  them  in  a  grand  fiable  he  built  for  that 
purpofe.  In  the  upper  floor  of  the  building 
were  lodgings  for  the  fervants  and  grooms, 
appointed  to  look  after  his  horfes. 

His  fiables  and  his  wardrobe  were  there¬ 
fore  the  two  chief  articles  of  his  expence. 
As  to  the  reft  of  his  money,  he  locked  it  up 
in  his  treafury,  of  which  he  alone  kept  the 
key.  He  mu  ft  have  had  immenfe  films  in 
bank  ;  for  El  Makin,  the  author  already 
cited,  alledges,  that  this  prince  had  feven 
hundred  farms,  two  of  which  in  particular, 
were  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  thoufand 
drachms. 

The  expence  of  his  table  was  extremely 
moderate,  and  yet  it  was  very  plentifully 
ferved,  not  at  his  own  expence,  but  by 
means  of  prefents  he  received.  Thofe  that 
had  once  given,  were  under  a  kind  of  ob¬ 
ligation  to  continue  the  practice,  and  if  they 
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failed  of  their  ufual  generality,  he  found  Hesham. 
means  to  refrefh  their  memories  ;  in  doing  ^eg>Ta  I°9* 
which  he  condefcended  to  actions  infinitely  ‘  ær*  ' 2 
beneath  a  fovereign.  For  example,  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  a  place  having  fent  him  a  large 
bafket  full  of  peaches,  the  fairefi:  and  finefi: 
in  the  province,  the  Caliph  wrote  him  a 
letter  of  thanks  for  the  prefen t,  and  at  the 
fame  time  defired  he  would  repeat  it.  <€  I 
received,”  faid  he,  “  the  peaches  you  fent 
me  :  they  were  very  fine,  and  admirably 
well  flavoured  :  I  defire  you  will  forthwith 
fend  me  fome  more  ;  and  pray  be  careful  to 
faften  well  the  bafleet,  that  none  of  them 
may  be  ftolen  from  me.” 

Another  officer  having  made  him  a  ore- 
fent  of  a  large  quantity  of  truffles,  fome  of 
which  were  fpoiled,  Hefham  wrote  to  him  in 
the  fame  ftrain  with  the  former  letter.  “  Do 
not  fail.”  faid  he,  “  to  fend  me  fome  more 
without  delay  5  but  put  them  in  fand,  that 
they  may  not  touch  one  another,  for  by 
rubbing  many  of  them  are  fpoiled  in  the 
carriage.” 

It  is  related  to  the  honour  of  this  prince, 
that  he  was  a  ftridt  obferver  of  his  word, 
and  that  he  was  very  careful  that  every  ar¬ 
ticle  he  entered  into,  either  in  his  treaties 
with  the  enemies  of  the  ftate,  or  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  his  own  fubjedts,  fhould  be 
punctually  performed. 

He  was  equally  exadt  in  the  performance 
of  all  religious  duties,  and  was  the  firft  that 

appeared 
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Hesham.  appeared  at  the  place  of  publick  worlhip, 
cE  728*  T  *s  reported  on  this  head,  that  his  fon  ha¬ 
ving  one  day  miffed  coming  to  publick 
prayers,  he  tardy  reprimanded  him  for  it  ; 
and  the  young  prince  having  alledged  in  his 
excufe  that  his  fervants  had  not  brought  his 
equipage  foon  enough,  Hefham  fternly  re¬ 
plied  ;  c£  Then  you  {hould  have  come  on 
foot  ;  and  I  prohibit  you  from  coming  in 
any  other  manner  during  a  whole  year.” 
The  young  prince  did  not  murmur  at  the 
order,  but  fubmitted  to  it  with  a  docility 
Ratable  to  his  mild  difpofition. 

?aa  mr if*  Tut  Waled,  Hefham’s  nephew,  and  prê¬ 
tions  of  Wa-  r  ...  5  .  r  r  X 

led.  lumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  was  tar  rrem 

being  fo  tradtable.  He  had  given  himfelf 
up  entirely  to  debauchery,  and  fhewed  an 
utter  contempt  for  all  religious  matters. 
His  uncle  had  often  ferioufly  remonftrated 
to  him  on  that  account,  but  it  produced  no 
other  effedt  than  to  give  him  a  difguff  for 
the  court,  which  he  foon  quitted  to  go  and 
confine  himfelf  to  a  houfe  he  had  in  the 
country,  where  he  led  a  mod  diffolute  life 
with  a  number  of  young  rakes  whom  he 
chofe  for  his  companions.  There  he  impa¬ 
tiently  waited  for  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
who  was  lately  become  very  infirm. 

The  long  wifhed  for  moment  foon  came. 
The  Caliph,  who  refided  at  Rafpha,  drag¬ 
ged  on  a  painful  life.  He  vifibly  declined; 
and  was  reduced  tofuch  extremity  that  they 
thought  him  dead.  Two  meflengers  were 

forthwith 
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forthwith  fent  to  Waled,  to  acquaint  him  Hesha! 
with  the  news,  and  to  pay  him  homage.  I0298\ 

That  prince  could  not  at  hr  ft  be  prevailed 
on  to  believe  them.  As  he  knew  the  Ca¬ 
liph  did  not  love  him,  he  fufpefted  it  was 
a  fnare  laid  for  him  by  Helham,  by  means 
of  which  he  propofed  to  deftroy  him  for 
having  feized  on  the  Caliphate  in  his  life 
time.  But  the  deputies  having  confirmed  the 
truth  of  the  fadt  on  oath,  he  was  convinced  ; 
and  thinking  himfelf  already  on  the  throne, 
he  forthwith  fent  feme  of  his  friends  to  Da- 
mafcus,  with  orders  to  take  pofieflion  of  the 
royal  treafure  in  his  name. 

This  order  was  fpeedily  put  in  execution .  Hefoam’s 
And  when  they  found  the  Caliph  was  not  dcath“ 
dead,  as  had  been  fuppofed,  they  were  filled 
with  fear.  However  he  fell  into  fuch  repeated 
fainting  fits,  that  during  the  few  days  he  lived, 
he  was  in  continual  agony.  Being  a  little 
recovered  from  one  of  the  fits,  he  ordered 
one  of  his  officers  to  go  to  Dama  feus,  and 
take  out  of  the  treafury  a  certain  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  which  he  intended  to  difpofe  of  before 
he  dyed  ;  but  the  perfcns  that  were  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it  by  order  of  Waled,  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  take  it  ;  and  they  refufed 
with  the  more  boldnefs,  as  they  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  dying  Caliph.  Hcfham, 
who  was  naturally  covetous,  was  greatly 
grieved  to  find  he  had  nothing  left  in  this 
world.  “  O  God,”  cryedhe,  <c  have  I  been 

then 
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Hesham.  then  only  a  keeper  of  the  treafure  for  Wa» 

çh^ær.  7°298  ^  •  t^le^e  were  the  laft  words  he  fpoke  $ 
foon  after  which  he  expired. 

Hegyra  129.  So  foon  as  he  was  dead,  Aiyad,  his  fecre™ 
Ch.ær.  742.  tary,  took  the  keys  of  the  treafury,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  to  Waled.  The  reft  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  without  delay  proceeded  to  plunder  the 
houfe.  Which  they  fo  effectually  performed, 
that  when,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Orientals,  they  prepared  to  wafti  the  body 
of  Hefham  previoufly  to  his  funeral,  they 
could  find  none  of  the  utenfils  neceffary  for 
paying  him  that  laft  duty  :  infomuch  that 
had  it  not  been  for  one  of  his  freed-men, 
named  Kaleb,  who  provided  a  winding 
fheet,  that  prince,  who  was  fo  rich,  and  fo 
uncommonly  fond  of  having  all  things  in  abun¬ 
dance,  would  have  left  this  world  in  as  great 
want  as  the  moft  wretched  of  his  fubjedts, 
Hefham  died  at  Rafpha,  in  the  125th 
year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  in  the  742d  year 
of  the  chriftian  æra,  having  reigned  about 
twenty  years.  He  left  two  princes,  one 
named  Soliman,  the  other  Moawiyah,  of 
whom  mention  will  be  made  in  the  fequel 
of  this  hiftory. 

Frefh  irrupt  i-  During  his  reign  the  Saracens  made  a 

onsofthe :Sa-  frefh  irruption  into  France,  under  the  con¬ 
trariée.  mt°  dudt  °f  a  famous  captain,  named  Abdal- 
rahman,  by  Arabian  writers,  and  by  French 
hiftorians  called  Abderame.  Eudes,  duke 
of  Aquitain,  who  by  the  affiftance  of 
France  had  repulfed  them  in  the  inroads 

they 
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they  had  already  made  on  his  territories,  Hesham. 
was  difturbed  by  the  French  themfelves,  ^gyra  I2^ 

,  -«•/-.  1  .  .  y.  ,  ,  .  .  .  .  La.  ær.  742,, 

who  dilputed  his  title  to  his  dominions. 

Eudes,  being  thus  expofed  to  an  attack 
from  the  French,  and  being  apprehenfive 
of  a  frelh  irruption  of  the  Saracens,  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  one  of  their  celebrated 
leaders,  called  Munuza,  who  was  then  gover¬ 
nor  for  the  Caliph  in  Puicerda,  a  country 
bordering  on  the  Pyrenean  mountains  : 
and  Eudes  fo  artfully  managed  his  négo¬ 
ciation  with  the  governor,  that  he  won  him 
entirely  to  his  interefty  and  prevailed  on  him 
to  declare  againft  the  Caliph  and  his  ge¬ 
nerals. 

The  more  to  ftrengthen  the  alliance,  the 
duke  of  Aquitain  gave  his  daughter  in 
marriage  to  the  Saracen  governor,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  guard  her  againft  all  infults  from  the 
Caliph's  troops*  Eudes,  having  nothing  to 
fear  from  that  quarter,  undertook  fome  ex¬ 
peditions  againft  the  French,  and  was  beaten 
more  than  once  by  Charles  Martel,  who 
was  then  mayor  of  the  palace,  and  prince 
of  the  French.  'I 

Abdalrahman,  taking  advantage  of  that 
:  juncture  to  make  a  frefti  irruption,  was 
flopped  in  his  progfefs  by  Munuza,  but 
that  obftacle  was  foon  removed.  Abdal¬ 
rahman  defeated  the  governor,  and  purfued 
him  even  to  Puicerda,  whence  he  was 
obliged  to  fly.  He  endeavoured  to  take 
refuge  with  Eudes,  his  father-in-law,  but 
Vol.  IL  Z  Abdalrahman 
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Abdalrahman  purfued  him  fo  brifkly,  and 
and  harafled  him  fo  greatly,  that  he  could 
not  eflfe<tt  it  :  infomuch  that  Munuza,  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  on  the  point  of  falling  into  the 
vigor’s  hands,  chofe  rather  to  put  an  end  to 
his  own  life.  His  wife,  who  was  a  woman 
of  great  beauty,  was  taken  prifoner  by  Ab¬ 
dalrahman,  who  immediately  fent  her  to 
the  Caliph. 

That  general  having  afterwards  entered 
Gafcony,  made  himfelf  matter  of  Bour- 
deaux  ;  and  patting  the  river  Dordogne,  he 
ottered  battle  to  the  duke  of  Aquitain. 
That  prince  having  made  a  peace  with 
Charles  Martel,  might  have  avoided  the 
misfortune  thatbefel  him,  if  he  would  have 
waited  for  the  fuccours  which  the  French 
were  fending  him.  But,  thinking  himfelf 
ftrong  enough  to  face  the  Saracens,  he  join¬ 
ed  battle  with  them,  and  his  troops  were 
put  to  a  total  rout.  He  fled  to  Charles  Mar¬ 
tel,  who  had  marched  with  his  army  to  his 
afliftance,  and  was  advanced  as  far  as  the 
river  Loire. 

Abdalrahman,  flufhed  with  thefe  repeat¬ 
ed  advantages,  purfued  the  duke  of  Aqui¬ 
tain,  and  committed  terrible  ravages  in 
Périgord,  Saintonge,  and  Poitou.  He  was 
preparing  to  put  all  to  fire  and  fword  in  the 
city  of  Tours,  when  Charles  Martel,  having 
come  up  to  him  in  a  plain  near  that  city, 
prevented  him  from  advancing  any  farther. 
The  two  armies  remained  feven  days  in  fight 
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of  each  other  ;  the  firft  fix  days  pafied  in 
fkirmilhes,  the  one  hotter  than  the  other  ; 
but  on  the  feventh  there  was  a  general 
a&ion,  in  which  the  Saracen  army  was  al- 
moft  cut  in  pieces,  Abdalrahman  hi  ra¬ 
le  If  falling  in  the  field  of  battle.  This  lig¬ 
nai  victory  railed  the  courage  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  who  were  now  made  fenfible  that 
the  Saracens  were  not  invincible.  Hifto- 
rians  commonly  place  this  defeat  in  the 
114th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  732. 

Some  years  afterwards,  that  is  to  fay, 
about  the  736th  year  of  the  Chriftian  æra  -, 
the  Saracens  re-entered  France,  and  invaded 
the  country  of  Avignon,  and  many  confi- 
derable  places  in  Languedoc.  Charles  Mar- 
I  tel  again  defeated  them,  and  re-took  all  the 
1  places  that  had  fallen  into  their  hands. 

iThis  warlike  people,  far  from  being  dis¬ 
couraged  at  fo  great  lolfes,  made  a  frefh 
irruption  into  France  two  years  afterwards, 
and  ravaged  the  territory  of  Avignon,  and 
i  great  part  of  Provence.  But  they  were  a 
1  third  time  routed  by  Charles  Martel,  who 
drove  them  out  of  all  their  conquefts. 
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WALED  II. 

The  SIXTEENTH  CALIPH- 

H  E  reign  of  this  Caliph  contains 
jf  nothing  memorable,  either  in  refpedt 
to  the  Arabians  in  general*  or  to  that  prince 
in  particular,  who  feems  to  have  afcended 
the  throne  only  to  difgrace  it,  by  his  irreli¬ 
gious  and  fcandalous  life. 

In  his  early  youth  he  gave  great  hopes  ; 
and  it  is  related,  that  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
reign  of  his  uncle  Hefham,  he  adted  with 
great  prudence  and  wifdom.  He  fhowed 
neither  pride  nor  ambition,  nor  even  any 
great  love  for  pleafure.  As  he  was  modeft, 
fweet-tempered,  affable,  ftudious,  and  a 
lover  of  retirement,  he  was  looked  on  as  a 
pattern  of  virtue,  and  his  future  fubjedts 
flattered  themfelves  he  would  one  day  prove 
an  honour  to  his  crown,  and  the  darling  of 
the  nation. 

But  all  thefe  good  qualities  infenfibly  dis¬ 
appeared.  Hefham,  who  loved  that  young 
prince  as  if  he  had  been  his  own  child,  had 
always  an  eye  upon  him,  and  was  highly 
grieved  to  find  him  thus  fwerving  from  his 
duty.  He  gave  him  fome  wholefome  advice, 
which  he  made  a  fhew  of  complying  withp 
but  it  did  not  produce  any  good  effedlr 
Waled  continued  his  irregularities.  Depra¬ 
vity 
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vity  of  manners  foon  led  him  to  irréligion  Waled  il 
and  impiety  3  he  fpoke  of  the  Koran  with  !2^ 
contempt  ;  and  it  is  afferted,  that  he  one  day 
even  trod  it  under  his  feet,  in  the  prefence 
of  a  company  of  young  gentlemen,  who 
were  the  officers  of  his  houffiold. 

The  Caliph,  who  had  till  that  time  treat¬ 
ed  him  with  great  indulgence,  could  not 
help  feverely  reprimanding  him  for  fo  pro¬ 
fane  a  deed.  The  prince  anfwered  the  Ca¬ 
liph  with  all  the  infolence  of  a  man  harden¬ 
ed  in  wickednefs  ;  and  that  he  might  no 
more  be  troubled  with  fuch  lectures,  he 
quitted  the  court,  and  retired  to  a  country 
called  Arzak,  where  he  refided  till  the  death 
of  Hefham. 

There  he  gave  a  free  courfe  to  his  inch-  His  debauch- 
nations,  and  wallowed  in  luft  and  debauch-  er>  " 
ery;  and  this  he  did  the  more  openly,  as 
he  was  accompanied  only  by  young  nobles, 
who,  either  through  libertinifm,  or  in  hopes 
of  making  their  court  to  the  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  crown,  did  all  in  their  power  to 
indulge  his  paffions,  and  promote  his  irre¬ 
gularities. 

Though  the  Caliph  was  minutely  inform¬ 
ed  of  all  that  paffed  at  Arzak,  he  was  un¬ 
willing  to  ufe  Waled  with  feverity  ;  he  only 
fent  for  fome  of  his  lewd  companions,  and 
threatened  he  would  punifh  them  moft  fevere¬ 
ly,  if  they  were  any  longer  acceffary  to  his 
leading  fofhamefulalife.  But  thisferved  only 
to  render  Hefham  more  odious  than  ever  to 
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Waled  and  his  companions,  whofe  chief 
converfation  was  when  the  happy  mo¬ 
ment  would  come,  that  would  free  them 
from  an  impertinent  cenfor,  and  raife  to  the 
throne  a  prince,  from  whom  they  might 
expert  the  greateft  rewards,  and  higheft 
honours. 

As  foon  as  that  time  came,  Waled  de¬ 
parted  from  Arzak,  and  came  to  Damafcus, 
to  take  poffefiion  of  the  throne.  He  was 
proclaimed  with  great  pomp,  and  as  by  his 
long  abfence  from  the  court,  his  vices  were 
concealed,  at  leaft  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  multitude,  he  was  raifed  to  the  throne 
with  the  confent  of  the  people,  and  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  major  part  of  the  nobility, 
who  expected  to  find  that  prince  the  fame 
virtuous  man  he  appeared  to  he  at  the  time 
he  refided  at  Damafcus,  before  he  retired 
to  Arzak. 

But  the  new  Caliph  foon  fhewed  what  he 
really  was.  The  prince  being  then  fure  of 
impunity,  (which  is  a  kind  of  appurtenance 
to  royal  dignity)  threw  off  all  referve  and 
decency.  His  debaucheries  were  fo  frequent, 
fo  fcandalous,  and  fo  public,  that  they  ren¬ 
dered  him  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  his 
fubjedts.  Even  his  own  relations  could  not 
help  condemning  his  conduct,  which  gave 
fo  great  offence  through  the  whole  empire. 
They  were  no  ftrangers  to  the  depravity  of 
his  heart,  but  they  hoped  he  would  at  leaft 
have  preferved  appearances  3  and  that  out 
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of  regard  to  the  dignity  of  his  rank,  he  Waled  II.. 
would  have  deferred  the  gratification  of  his  jïegyra  I2S* 
bafe  inclinations,  till  he  had  no  other  wit-  *  xr  42# 
nefles  of  his  conduct  than  thofe  who  were 
his  ufual  companions  in  iniquity. 

But  Waled  was  above  adting  with  fiich 
caution;  his  common  difcourfe  was  excef- 
fively  licentious;  he  paid  not  the  leaf:  regard 
to  modefty,  and  as  to  the  duties  enjoined 
by  his  religion,  he  totally  negledted  and  de- 
fpifed  them  ;  not  that  he  had  taken  a  lik¬ 
ing  to  any  other  faith,  for  he  held  all  reli¬ 
gions  equally  in  contempt,  and  followed  no 
one  in  particular. 

However,  he  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  He  offends 
Mecca;  and  he  expofed  his  character  in  a  ^^ople 
country  where  before  he  was  only  known 
by  name.  Though  he  could  not  be  igno¬ 
rant  that  wine  and  dogs  were  equally  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  mahometan  law,  he  carried 
a  great  number  of  hounds  with  him,  and 
made  fplendid  entertainments,  in  which  he 
doubly  offended  his  fubjedts,  both  by  drink¬ 
ing  wine,  and  by  drinking  it  to  great  excefs. 

It  is  an  invariable  rule  amongft  the  Mu- 
fulmen,  that  women  fhould  never  enter 
their  mofques,  but  perform  their  prayers 
in  the  porches.  Waled  infringed  that  law, 
to  pleafe  one  of  his  concubines  :  he  caufed 
her  to  be  difguifed,  and  not  only  brought 
her  into  the  mofque,  but  buffered  her  to 
read  the  prayers  in  his  ftead. 
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Waled  ii.  This  fhameful  addon  was  not  immedh* 

?i!g^ra  I2^‘  ate! y  difcovered;  and  perhaps  it  had  never 
.  .  per.  7 42*|3een  ]cnownj  Jf  the  Caliph  had  prudently 

kept  his  council  :  but  he  had  no  relifh  for 
wickednefs,  unlefs  he  could  make  his  boafts 
of  it,  and  he  ridiculoufly  gave  the  Muflul- 
men  to  underftand  in  what  manner  he  had 
impofed  on  them  ;  by  which  means  he 
himfelf  contributed  to  increafe  the  averfion 
they  had  already  entertained  for  him. 

It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  that  under 
fuch  a  prince,  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftate  muft 
be  extremely  ill  managed  :  he  would  have 
have  thought  every  moment  loft,  that  he 
muft  have  fpared  from  his  pleafures  to  at¬ 
tend  on  the  affairs  of  government.  He  there¬ 
fore  intirely  trufted  to  his  minifters,  who, 
in  concert  with  his  abandoned  favourites, 
managed  all  things  at  their  pleafure,  without 
the  leaft  regard  to  law,  or  the  wholefome 
cuftoms  of  the  nation. 

Thefe  united  grievances  raifed  violent 
murmurs,  and  foon  produced  bitter  com¬ 
plaints  :  they  were  ftrongly  backed  by  the 
Caliph’s  relations,  and  above  all  by  Yezid 
his  coufin,  who  took  advantage  of  thefe 
difturbances  to  form  a  ftrong  party. 

The  Caliph  was  openly  condemned  for 
his  debaucheries,  and  publickly  treated  as  a 
perfon  who  was  equally  a  fcandal  to  the 
throne,  and  to  religion.  It  was  faid,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  fcruple  or  referve,  that  his 
ihameful  actions  made  all  good  Muffulmen 
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groan  in  fpirit  ;  and  that  the  courtiers, 
his  bafe  companions,  had  poifoned  the  mo- 
rals  of  the  people  by  their  loofe  converfation, 
and  the  horrid  maxims  they  propagated. 

Thefe  complaints,  which  were  fo  freely 
uttered  by  all  perfons,  infpired  Yezid  with 
the  moll  fanguine  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the 
defign  he  had  formed  to  feize  the  throne. 
He  at  firft  propofed  only  to  depofe  Waled  ; 
but  refledting  that  a  depofed  monarch  would 
always  be  able  to  make  the  ufurper  uneafy 
in  his  new  dignity,  he  refolved  to  get  rid  of 
him,  being  perfuaded  that  no  perfon  would 
attempt  to  revenge  the  death  of  fo  con¬ 
temptible  and  detefted  a  prince. 

Yezid,  having  therefore  maturely  weigh¬ 
ed  the  defign,  refolved  to  put  it  in  execution 
without  delay.  He  armed  the  confpirators, 
and  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  he  march¬ 
ed  to  the  palace,  and  forced  the  outer 
gates,  after  a  fharp  difpute  with  the  guards. 
This  attack  raifed  a  great  tumult,  which 
foon  reached  the  Caliph’s  ears.  Waled, 
finding  his  perfon  was  in  danger,  armed 
himfelf,  and  flood  on  his  defence,  with  part 
of  his  courtiers.  The  confpirators  having 
forced  their  way  into  the  fartheft  apart- 
i  ments,  fell  with  great  fury  on  the  Caliph, 
who  made  a  flout  refiftance,  and  fhewed 
much  more  bravery  than  was  expedted  from 
him:  but  having  long  flood  his  ground, 
he  was  at  laft  borne  down  by  numbers,  and 

n  *  . 

flam. 


Waled  II. 

Hegyra  126. 
Çh.  ær.  7^3. 


He  is  Haiti 
by  confpi¬ 
rators. 


Thus 


346 


The  HISTORY  of 


Waled  II.  Thus  fell  the  unhappy  Waled,  who  is 
Hegyra  126.  reprefented  by  hiftorians  as  a  prince  addifted 
Ch.  ær.  743.  ajj  kjn(js  0f  vjcej  without  the  leaft  tindhire 
of  virtue. 

Hischarafter.  El  Makin  hath  left  us  this  particular  de¬ 
fer!  pti  on  of  Waled  :  “  He  was/’  fays  he, 
*e  of  a  middle  fize,  fair,  and  of  a  handfome 
countenance  ;  his  hair  began  to  grow  grey. 
As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  impious,  de¬ 
bauched,  prepofefled  with  falfe  opinions, 
and  given  up  to  all  forts  of  vices:  but  he 
was  a  great  poet,  and  an  able  orator.  In  fhort, 
his  whole  ftudy  was  how  to  refine  upon 
pleafures,  and  pafs  his  time  agreeably.” 

This  Caliph  died  in  the  126th  year  of  the 
Hegyra  and  the  743  dyear  of  the  Chriftian  æra, 
having  reigned  about  fifteen  months,  and 
being  then  about  forty- two  years  old. 

Death  of  the  beginning  of  Waled’s  reign,  Ahias, 

Ahias,  the  fon  the  fon  of  Zeid,  was  put  to  death.  He  re¬ 
volted  againft  Hefham,  (as  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  that  Caliph) 
and  having  taken  refuge  in  the  city  of  Balk, 
immediately  after  his  father's  death,  he  con¬ 
cealed  himfelf  there  almofi:  fixteen  years  : 
but  he  was  at  laft  difeovered  ;  and  as  it  was 
the  intereft  of  the  Ommiyans  to  deftroy  all 
fuch  as  might  raife  any  difturbances  in  fa- 
-  vour  of  the  houfe  of  Ali,  they  condemned 
him  to  die.  He  was  hanged  on  a  crofs  3  his 
body  was  burned,  and  the  afhes  thrown  into 
the  Euphrates. 

YE  ZID 
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The  SEVENTEENTH  CALIPH. 

EZID  was  fon  of  Waled,  the  firft  of  Yezid  ill. 
___  that  name,  grandfon  of  Abdolmelik,  Hegyra  i  26. 
and  coufin-german  to  Waled  the  fécond,  cl)”  ær* 743* 
(the  laft  Caliph)  whofe  crown  he  ufurped^ 
and  whom  he  put  to  death. 

The  new  Caliph  was  proclaimed  without 
the  leaft  oppofition.  His  predeceflor  had  fo 
imbittered  the  minds  of  all  his  fubje&s*  that 
they  were  pleafed  to  find  themfelves  freed 
from  fo  odious  a  monfter  -y  and  tho*  he  at¬ 
tained  the  crown  by  aflafiinating  his  relation, 
it  was  fo  far  from  being  imputed  to  him  as 
a  crime,  that  he  thereby  gained  the  votes  of 
the  leading  men  in  Syria,  who  voluntarily 
came  to  acknowledge  him  for  their  fove- 
reign,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
him. 

But  things  were  not  carried  fo  fmoothly  The  people 
in  the  other  provinces  of  the  empire,  where  rfQ 
they  leemed  to  threaten  an  approaching 
ftorm.  Yezid  was  foon  informed  of  the 
pofture  of  affairs,  and  took  wife  meafures, 
by  which  he  allayed  the  great  fermentations 
arifing  in  the  minds  of  fome  of  his  fubjeéls  ; 
which  were  by  fo  much  the  more  dangerous, 
as  they  were  grounded  on  the  fpecious  pre¬ 
text  of  revenging  the  death  of  a  monarch, 
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bafely  affaffinated  by  a  fadtion,  whofe  chief 
had  by  their  affiftance  ufurped  the  throne. 

The  principal  reafon  he  had  to  fear  that 
the  pretended  avengers  of  the  death  of  Wa¬ 
led  would  have  recourfe  to  arms,  was,  that 
they  were  headed  by  a  captain  named  Mer- 
wan,  who  was  formidable,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  bravery  and  experience,  but 
thro’  the  prétendons  he  might  form,  as  he 
was  defcended  from  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah. 
It  is  true,  he  was  only  a  collateral  branch  of 
the  reigning  family  ;  but  that  was  fufficient 
to  entitle  him  to  difpute  the  crown,  and 
even  to  attain  it,  if  fortune  fhould  fécond 
the  attempts  he  was  in  a  condition  to 
make. 

Yezid  extricated  himfelf  from  this  diffi¬ 
culty  like  an  able  politician;  he  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  argue  with  the  mutinous  people, 
who  are  feldorn  capable  of  hearing  reafon  ■: 
his  foie  view  was  turned  towards  the  chief  ; 
and  he  wifely  judged,  that  by  gaining  him 
over,  the  reft  of  the  fadtion  would  foon 

In  confequence  of  that  refolution,  he  en- 
tered  into  a  treaty  with  Merwan  ;  and  after 
fome  conferences,  he  prevailed  on  him  to 
quit  the  party,  in  confideration  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Mefopotamia,  one  of  the  belt 
governments  in  the  empire,  which  he  be¬ 
llowed  on  him.  The  rebels,  being  deprived 
of  their  head,  and  being  at  a  great  lofs  for 
a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  his  place,  infenffi 
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bly  diffipated,  and  the  impending  danger  y*zid  ill. 
was  averted.  Hegyra  1 26, 

Yezid  had  not  the  fame  fuccefs  in  his  un-  ^  ^ 
dertaking  againft  the  Emeffians,  who  had  1 ile 
thought  tit  to  put  on  the  deepeit  mourning  in  their  re- 
after  Waled’s  death.  The  Caliph  gave  them  volt» 
to  underftand  that  he  was  difpleafed  with 
their  condudt,  and  that  it  would  be  pru¬ 
dent  in  them  to  lay  it  afide.  The  Emef- 
lians  paid  no  regard  to  the  intimation.  Yezid 
enraged  at  their  obftinacy,  fent  a  body  of 
troops  to  compel  them  1  but  the  attempt 
did  notfucceed.  On  the  contrary,  the  Emef¬ 
fians  marched  out  of  the  city  in  order  of 
battle,  killed  three  hundred  of  the  Caliph’s 
foldiers,  and  drove  the  reft  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  to  the  very  borders  of  their  country. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  affair,  which  ^eatîl  0jr 
was  unfuccefsful  in  the  outfet,  was  attended  CaIiph* 
with  any  bad  confequences;  and,  indeed,  the 
Caliph  had  not  time  to  undertake  any  con- 
fiderable  enterprize  :  he  only,  as  it  were, 
made  his  appearance  on  the  throne,  and 
died,  after  having  reigned  five  months  and 
fome  few  days. 

El  Makin  who  gives  a  defcription  of 
this  Caliph,  fays,  that  as  to  his  perfon  he 
was  lean,  and  middle  fized,  and  that  his 
complexion  was  tawny,  and  his  beard  thin. 

As  to  his  mental  qualities,  the  fame  author 
adds,  he  was  a  man  of  good  underftanding, 
and  that  he  expreffed  himfelf  with  equal 
grace  and  energy.  He  was  likewife  a  fcru- 
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pulous  obferver  of  his  word,  and  did  ftridi 
juftice  to  all  that  appeared  before  him.  They 
gave  him  the  furname  of  Al-Nakés,  which 
fignifiçs,  <c  Bad  paymafter;”  by  reafon,  that 
having  been  in  great  want  of  money,  he 
lowered  the  pay  of  the  foldiery,  which  his 
predeceffor  had  confiderably  augmented. 

IBRAHIM. 

The  EIGHTEEENTH  CALIPH. 

IBRAHIM,  brother  to  the  preceding 
Caliph,  afcended  the  throne  immediately 
after  the  death  of  that  prince.  His  reign  was 
{till  fhorter  than  his  predeceflbr’s,  for  he  en¬ 
joyed  the  crown  only  two  months  and  a 
few  days.  He  was  fcarce  feated  on  the 
throne,  when  Merwan  rofe  up  in  arms,  and 
endeavoured  to  drive  him  from  it.  It  has 
been  fhewed  that  Merwan  had  already  re¬ 
volted  from  Yezid,  and  was  pacified  by  being 
appointed  governor  of  Mefopotamia.  Being 
polfefled  of  a  government  of  fo  great  im¬ 
portance,  he  was  enabled  to  refume  his  for¬ 
mer  defign.  That  prince,  having  gained  the 
love  and  efteem  of  the  people  under  his 
command,  immediately  made  confiderable  le¬ 
vies  of  men  and  money,  and  formed  a 
numerous  body  of  troops,  whom  he  kept 
under  the  ftriâeft  difcipline.  He  pretended 
that  he  had  no  other  view  in  making  thefe 

extraordinary 


the  ARABIANS.  351 

extraordinary  preparations,  than  to  repel  the  Ibrahim. 
enemies  of  the  ftate,  and  in  particular  the  *;eg>Ta  *  27* 
Alians,  whofe  party,  though  often  crulhed,  Ch’  ær‘  744 
rofe  again  out  of  its  own  ruins,  and  was 
continually  hatching  frefh  defigns  againft  the 
reigning  monarch. 

Though  Merwan  feigned  to  have  the  good 
of  the  Ommiyans  fo  much  at  heart,  yet  he 
did  not  fcruple  to  attack  Yezid  ;  and  he  took 
up  arms  againft  the  fucceffor  of  that  prince, 
who  was  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  as  well 
as  Merwan  himfelf. 

That  ambitious  prince,  who  was  now  de-  Merwan  fbii- 
firous  of  bringing  his  grand  project  to  a  con-  Clts  the  Peo~ 
clufion,  and  of  placing  the  crown  upon  his  ^ 
own  head,  took  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  Caliph, 
of  the  newly-eledted  fovereign,  to  reprefent 
to  the  people,  that  the  Caliph,  being  deftitute 
of  the  talents  neceflary  to  fupport  the  dignity 
of  his  ftation,  the  enemies  of  the  Ommiyans 
would  certainly  attempt  to  deftroy  that  houfe, 
and  would  caufe  the  crown  to  go  into 
another  family  :  that  it  was  therefore  incum¬ 
bent  on  them  to  depofe  the  Caliph,  without 
delay,  and  to  fet  up  in  his  ftead  fome  one  of 
the  Ommiyans  who  had  underftanding,  cou¬ 
rage,  and  ftrength  enough  to  raife  the  glory 
of  that  name,  which  had  been  greatly  funk 
by  the  want  of  merit  and  talents  in  molt  of 
the  laft  Caliphs. 

Thefe  remon {trances  were  effectual.  His 
propolal  met  with  great  applaufe,  and,  warm 
with  concern  for  the  glory  of  the  Ommiyans, 

they 
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Ibrahim,  they  told  Merwan,  they  knew  not  any  man 

Ch§S-a  127  family  ^  t0  aPPear  with  dignity 

.1.  ai.744.  on  ^  throne,  as  he  *  and  there  was  no 

need  of  further  deliberation.  That  as  he  had 
under  his  command  an  army  fo  devoted  to 
his  fervice,  he  ought  indantly  to  take  the 
field,  and  bring  about,  without  delay,  fo 
defireable  an  event.  Merwan,  who  was  de¬ 
lighted  to  find  the  train  had  fo  well  taken* 
immediately  began  his  march  towards  Da¬ 
rn  afcus. 

fians  proclaim  As  he  P3^  by  Hems,  he  was  proclaimed 
him/  Caliph  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  who 
alio  gave  him  a  reinforcement  of  troops  to 
afiid  him  in  his  enterprize  :  after  which  he 
continued  his  march  to  Damafcus. 

Ibrahim  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this 
him’s  army,  terrible  infurre&ion,  than  he  raifed  forces 
with  all  poffible  fpeed,  in  order  to  march 
up  to  his  enemy,  and  give  him  battle.  He 
was  foon  at  the  head  of  fourfcore  thoufand 
men,  with  which  he  went  forth  againd  the 
rebels.  But  the  army  confiding  of  troops 
raifed  in  hade,  undifciplined,  and  unpro¬ 
vided  of  a  good  leader,  was  of  little  ufe  to 
the  unhappy  Ibrahim.  However,  he  boldly 
dood  his  ground,  and  fhewed  more  valour 
than  could  be  expected  :  but  the  brave  Merwan 
eafily  routed  this  raw  diforderly  multitude. 
Ibrahim,  finding  all  was  lod,  refolved  to 
retreat,  and  went  and  diut  himfelf  up  in 
Damafcus. 


Merwan  de¬ 
feats  Ibra- 


Merwan,. 
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Merwan  having  purfued  him,  foon  ap-MERWANl1- 
peared  before  the  city.  He  was  preparing  Hegyra  I27* 
to  form  the  liege,  when  the  inhabitants 
opened  their  gates  to  avoid  the  horrors  of 
being  plundered,  and  furrendered  at  difcre- 
tion.  Merwan  immediately  took  pofTeffion 
of  the  place  ;  and  the  firft  ftep  he  took  was 
folemnly  to  depofe  the  Caliph.  That  affair  Ibrahimis 
paffed  without  the  leaft  tumult,  and  Ibrahim  d^olcd* 
was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  leading  a 
private  life.  In  confequence  of  which  they 
gave  him  the  furname  of  al-Maklu,  that  is 
to  fay  ct  The  depofed.”  Thus  ended  the 
Caliphate  of  that  prince,  after  a  duration  of 
two  months,  and  fifteen  days* 

Authors  are  divided  as  to  the  time  Ibrahim 
lived  after  his  degradation.  Some  fay  he 
was  killed  at  the  end  of  three  months  : 
on  the  contrary,  others  alfert  that  he  did  not. 
die  till  five  years  afterwards,  in  the  13  2d 
year  of  the  Hegyra. 


MERWAN  IL 

The  NINETEENTH  CALIPH. 

ME  R  W  A  N,  the  fécond  of  that  name, 
was  the  fon  of  Mahomet,  and  great 
grandfon  of  Merwan  the  firft.  And  con- 
fequently  belonged  to  the  ilkiftrious  houfe 
of  Ommiyah. 

Vol.  II.  A  a  That 


/ 
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iViERWAN  il.  That  prince,  who  was  one  of  the  greateft 
r^yr2  I27'  captains  of  the  age,  was  capable  of  railing 
the  glory  of  his  family  by  his  bravery  and 

given  to^Mer-  intrepidity,  of  which  he  had  given  proofs 
wan.  from  his  moft  early  youth  ;  but  principally 

fmce  he  got  footing  in  Melopotamia.  They 
gave  him  the  furname  of  al-Hemar,  that  is 
to  fay  “  The  afs,”  a  name,  which  did  not 
fignify  a  ftupid  heavy  nature,  like  that  animal, 
but  on  the  contrary  denoted  the  vigour, 
ftrength,  and  courage  of  the  general,  whom 
they  called  fo.  It  was  an  allufion  to  the 
ailes  of  Mefopôtamia,  where  thofe  animals 
are  large,  robuft,  indefatigable,  and  fit  to 
be  made  ufe  of  amidft  the  din  of  war,  at 
which  thev  are  not  terrified  ;  for  which 
.reafon  they  gave  Merwan  the  name  of  al- 
Hemar,  and  commonly  ufed  to  fay  of  that 
prince,  tc  The  afs  of  Mefopotamia  will  never 
turn  his  back  on  the  battle. 0 

That  illuftrious  captain,  who  had  received 
from  the  hands  of  nature  a  noble,  generous, 
magnanimous  heart,  was  filled  with  indig¬ 
nation  when  he  refle&ed  on  the  mean  pufil- 
lanimous  and  abandoned  lives  of  fome  of  the 
iafi;  Ommiyans  who  had  poffefied  the  throne. 
Animated  with  a  defire  of  reftoring  to  his 
family  the  luftre  with  which  they  had  been 
formerly  adorned,  he  relolved  forcibly  to 
take  the  crown-  from  princes  who  did  not 
deferve  to  wear  it  ;  and  in  placing  the  diadem 
on  his  own  head  he  propofed  to  convince  the 
whole  muflulman  empire  that  they  had  at 

laft 
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laft  a  fovereign  worthy  to  command  them*  Merwan  it. 
But  by  a  ft  range  contrail:,  the  caufe  of^,esxra,27” 
which  is  only  to  be  found  amid  ft  the  myf-  Cli*  al' 
terious  decrees  of  that  Being  who  difpenfes 
crowns,  principalities  and  dominions  at  his 
will  and  pleafure,  the  Ommiyans  who  had 
always  ftourifhed  under  weak,  and  wicked 
princes,  met  with  their  ruin  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  one  of  the  greateft  fovereigns 
that  ever  filled  the  throne.  In  a  word,  he 
was  the  laft  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Ommiyans. 

The  crown  was  taken  from  them  for  ever, 
and  was  placed  on  the  head  of  the  rivals  to 
that  family. 

After  Ibrahim’s  defeat,  Merwan  entered  Merwan  is 

Damafcus  in  triumph  ;  depofed  that  prince,  cTiiphTn  all 
(as  has  been  already  laid, )  and  was  immedh  theprovis  * 
ately  proclaimed  Caliph  in  his  ftead  ;  Egypt, 

Syria,  Mefopotamia,  and  the  reft  of  the 
provinces,  followed  the  example  of  Damaf¬ 
cus  :  they  acknowledged  Merwan  to  be  their 
fovereign,  and  feemea  difpofed  to  afford  him 
afliftance  to  fecure  him  in  the  poffeffion  of 
his  new  dignity. 

And  that  prince  had  great  need  of  it  ;  for 
he  was  difturbed  during  his  whole  reign  by 
a  fucceffion  of  wars,  factions  and  commotions, 
which  continued  till  his  death.  He  had 
enemies,  not  only  amongft  the  Allans,  but 
even  amongft  the  Ommiyans,  fome  of  whom 
took  up  arms  to  punifh  him  for  his  ufurpa- 
lion,  and  avenge  the  death  of  Ibrahim. 

A  a  2  Hakem 


nuces. 
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Hakem  and  Othman,  both  of  them  Tons 
of  Waled,  raifed  forces  and  attacked  Merwan. 
They  were  foon  punifhed  for  their  pre- 
fumption  ;  the  Caliph  defeated  them  and 
took  them  prifoners  ;  and  that  he  might  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  thofe  princes,  who 
feemed  ftrongly  inclined  to  oppofe  him,  he 
put  them  both  to  death. 

He  was  equally  fiiccefsful  againft  Soliman, 
fon  of  the  Caliph  Hefliam,  who  had  given 
him  battle  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army. 
Merwan  obtained  a  compleat  viftory  over 
his  troops,  cut  more  than  fix  thoufand  of 
them  in  pieces,  and  took  Soliman  prifoner. 
This  latter  had  a  proof  of  the  Caliph's 
generofity,  who  granted  him  his  life,  fd- 
foon  as  he  had  acknowledged  him  to  be 
Caliph.  However  he  kept  him  prifoner  $ 
and  when  he  departed  from  Damafcus  to  go 
to  Harran,  a  city  of  Mefopotamia,  where 
he  ufually  refided,  he  carried  with  him  So¬ 
liman  and  Ibrahim,  whom  he  had  alfo  im- 
prilbned  after  his  depofition  from  the  Caliph¬ 
ate.  Hifiory  makes  no  more  mention  of 
the  latter,  who  pafled  the  reft  of  his  days 
in  fuch  obfcurity,  that  it  is  uncertain,  (as  I 
have  already  oblerved)  whether  he  died  three 
months  after  his  confinement,  or  whether 
he  lived  till  the  I32d  year  of  the  Hegyra. 
El  Makin  follows  fome  other  authors,  and  fays, 
Merwan  made  him  fuffer  the  death  of  the 
croîs. 

As 
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As  to  Soliman,  though  Merwan  was  far  Merwan  il 
from  confining  him  ftridly,  and  gave  him  pfgyra  1 28; 
the  faireft  promifes  that  he  would  not  put  ,  ‘  ær* 
him  to  death,  that  prifoner  could  not  truft 
the  Caliph.  Inraged  to  fee  Merwan  on  ajoinsibra- 
throne  to  which  he  thought  he  had  a  much  himMarT 
better  title,  as  difcending  lineally  from  a 
prince  who  poflefied  it  before  the  Caliph,  he 
could  no  longer  bear  to  continue  at  his  court. 

He  fecretly  fled  with  a  few  faithful  friends, 
and  went  to  a  famous  Alian,  called  Ibrahim 
ebn  Mohammed,  who  had  been  acknow-  ^ 
ledged  by  the  fed  of  Ali,  and  that  of  the 
family  of  Abbas,  otherwife  called  Abaffians, 
to  be  Imam  or  chief  pontiff,  a  dignity  in 
which  he  fucceeded  Mahomet  his  father. 

Soliman  and  his  train  greeted  Ibrahim 
in  that  quality,  and  further  they  acknowledged 
him  to  be  Caliph,  and  took  the  oath  of 
alleigance  to  him.  Soliman  then  introduced 
to  that  prince  the  officers  who  had  followed 
his  fortune,  and  caufed  him  to  take  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  a  famous  Mulfulman  named 
Abu  Muflim,  and  laid  of  him  to  the  new 
Caliph,  “  That  I  may  give  you  an  un« 
queftionable  proof  of  the  uprightnefs  of  my 
intentions,  I  prefent  to  you  this  officer,  whom 
I  have  prevailed  on  to  quit  Merwan’s  fervice, 
in  order  to  follow  my  example/’ 

This  Abu  Muflim  was  a  prince  of  the  He  prevails 
race  of  Ommiyah,  who  had  gained  a  high  °^Abu  Mul'" 
reputation  at  Merwan’s  court.  Though  he  the  Caliph, 
was  ftill  young,  the  Caliph  had  raifed  him  by 

A  a  3  fudden 
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hidden  degrees  to  the  moft  eminent  poft  in 
the  army,  and  had  bellowed  on  him  the 
government  of  Mefopotamia,  one  of  the 
belt  in  the  whole  muffulman  empire.  It 
is  not  faid  what  inducements  he  had  to  quit 
the  court  of  Syria,  without  regard  to  the 
intefeft  of  his  family,  and  in  breach  of  that 
gratitude  he  owed  to  his  relation  and  bene- 
fadtor,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his 
great  preferment.  The  infinuations  of  Soli» 
man,  it  feems,  got  the  better  of  his  fenfe  of 
honour  :  Abu  Mu  Aim  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  led  aftrav,  and  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  Abailians.  Ibrahim  received  him  with 
the  greateft  marks  of  diflin&ion,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  him  governor  of  Chorafan. 

So  foon  as  it  was  known  in  Arabia  that 
Soliman  and  Abu  Muflim  had  quitted  the 
party  of  the  Qmmiyans,  and  joined  the 
Allans  and  Abaffians,  who  were  fait  friends 
to  Ibrahim  ;  a  great  number  of  Muffulmen 
came  to  Huna'in,  where  he  ufually  refided, 
to  offer  their  fervices  :  and  as  he  was  not  in 
a  condition  of  appearing  in  a  manner  fuitable 
to  his  dignity,  each  of  them  contributed  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money  to  enable  him  to 
make  a  proper  figure.  As  there  was  no 
mofque  at  Huna’in,  they  even  built  one  there. 
In  fhort,  Ibrahim  was  foon  furrounded  by  a 
numerous  and  fplendid  court,  and  wanted 
nothing  but  a  good  army  to  oppofe  fo  for¬ 
midable  a  rival  as  the  Caliph  of  Syria. 

Ibrahim, 
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Ibrahim,  inftead  of  bending  all  his  views  Merwa,‘  R 

Hegyra  129. 
Ch.  ær.  746. 

He  goes  on  a 
pilgrimage  to 

He  refolved  on  going  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  Mecca, 
and  gave  early  notice  of  his  defign,  that  all 
his  followers  might  have  time  to  make  fuit- 
able  preparations  on  the  occaiion.  He  entered 
that  city  with  a  numerous  train,  a  great 
number  of  carriages,  camels,  and  beads  of 
burthen,  which  were  loaded  with  all  forts 
of  provifions.  In  a  word,  nothing  was  want- 
ing  that  could  ferve  either  for  (hew  or  con¬ 
venience;  but  they  unfortunately  had  omitted 
to  provide  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  to  efcort 
the  caravan  on  its  march. 

Merwan,  who  had  his  fpies  in  all  parts,  Hegyra  130. 
was  informed  of  the  journey  at  the  very  time  ch-  747- 
it  was  firft  propofed,  and  before  it  was  re¬ 
folved  on.  He  forthwith  fent  an  exprefs 
from  Harran,  where  he  then  refided,  to 
Damafcus,  with  orders  for  the  governor  to 
fend  out  a  flying  camp  of  chofen  troops,  and 
caufe  them  to  form  an  amhufcade  on  the 
road  from  Mecca  to  Hunaïn.  This  order 
was  executed  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ; 
however  the  fyrian  troops  did  not  arrive  at 
the  place  appointed,  till  Ibrahim  and  his 
retinue  had  reached  Mecca. 

The  commander  of  the  fyrian  detachment  The  caravan 
had  therefore  foil  time  to  prepare  the  am- 1S  ddPerffd» 

»  n.  .  ,  1  i  1  1  »  and  Ibrahim, 

bum,  in  order  to  attack  the  caravan  on  its  ta^en  ^ 
return  ;  and  he  afted  with  fo  much  prudence  foner. 

À  a  4  and 


on  fo  important  a  point,  imprudently  fhewed 
a  greater  defire  of  appearing  with  pomp  and 
ceremony  amongft  the  people  of  Arabia. 
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Merwan  IT.and  caution,  that  his  defign  remained  a  pro- 
Hegyra  130.  found  fecret.  Ibrahim  and  his  train  having 
€h.  æi.  747.  jeft  jyjecca  t0  return  to  Hunaïn,  the  Syrians 
who  waited  for  them  at  the  pafs,  Tallied  out, 
and  furioufly  falling  on  the  company,  who 
were  almoft  defencelefs,  they  put  to  the 
Tword  all  fuch  as  made  any  refinance,  and 
totally  difperfed  the  remainder. 

Ibrahim  was  taken  prifoner  on  this  occa- 
fion  :  Merwan  was  very  defirous  of  getting 
him  into  his  power;  and  therefore  he  had 
given  ft ridt  orders,  that  in  cafe  of  refiftance, 
they  fhould  fpare  Ibrahim’s  perfon,  and  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  take  him  alive. 
The  attendants  of  that  Imam  were  therefore 
the  only  perlons  who  fuffered  in  this  attack. 
For  after  the  flaughter  of  fome  of  the  chief 
officers  of  his  court,  they  feized  him,  and  did 
not  trouble  themfelves  to  purfue  the  fugi¬ 
tives. 

This  illuftnous  prifoner  was  forthwith 
conclu  died  to  Harran,  and  brought  before 
the  Caliph,  who  ordered  him  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  put  in  chains,  and  carried  to  prifon. 
Ibrahim  forefavv  his  deftrudiion  was  ine¬ 
vitable,  however  he  was  lefs  affedted  at  the 
lofs  of  life,  than  on  account  of  the  diftur- 
bances  which  he  feared  would  arife  amongft 
the  Allans  and  Abaffians,  if  he  fhould  die 
without  naming  a  fucceffor.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  filled  with  grief  to  fee  the 
Ommiyans  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  throne, 
whilft  there  were  ftill  princes  of  his  race  f  ib- 

lifting. 
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lifting,  who  were  able  to  difpute  for,  and  Merwan  ti- 
even  to  deprive  them  of  the  throne.  c^ær.  747*. 

Full  of  thefe  ideas,  Ibrahim,  though  loaded  T1  , . 

.  ,  .  .  r  1  i  D  Ibrahim  ap- 

with  chains,  reiolved  to  appoint  a  perlon  to  points  Abul 
fucceed  him.  The  fteps  he  took  for  that  Abbas  to  be 

purpofe  are  not  certainly  known,  but  forne  an/heTs^cl 
authors  relate  that  he  found  means  to  write  knowledge^ 
to  his  brother,  and  acquainted  him  with  his 
condition^  and  they  further  add,  that  he 
entreated  him  to  profecute  his  claim  to  the 
Caliphate  which  was  his  birth  right,  and  in 
the  fame  letter  nominated  him  to  be  his 
fucceffor. 

This  letter  was  faithfully  given  to  Abul  Hegyra  1 3 1 . 
Abbas,  who  communicated  the  contents  of Ch>  ær*  748“ 
it  to  his  brother’s  followers,  and  to  all  the 
friends  of  his  family  in  general.  They  de¬ 
plored  Ibrahim’s  unhappy  fate,  in  falling  into 
the  hands  of  fuch  an  enemy  as  Merwan; 
but  unwilling  to  loofe  time  in  ufelefs  lamen¬ 
tations,  which  would  be  particularly  fo  in 
the  prefent  juncture,  they  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  inauguration  of  Abul  Abbas  : 
and  the  Abaffians  fideing  with  them,  like- 
wife  proclaimed  him  Caliph,  at  Cufah,  with 
the  greateft  folemnity;  and  that  the  new 
Imam  might  not  be  fubjedt  to  the  feme  mif- 
fortune  as  had  attended  his  brother,  they 
raifed  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  perfon. 

During  thefe  commotions  in  Arabia,  Mer- 
wan  was  considering  in  what  manner  he 
fhould  deal  with  Ibrahim,  Some  of  the 
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Caliph's  friends  advifed  him  only  to  con¬ 
demn  him  to  perpetual  imprifonrnent,  be- 
caufe  that  by  putting  his  competitor  to  death* 
as  he  feemed  inclined  to  do,  he  would  run 
the  rifque  of  an  infurredion  of  the  whole 
party.  But  Merwan  remon  fixated  to  them* 
that  if  he  fhould  detain  that  Imam  in  prifon, 
all  Arabia  would  rife  up  in  arms  to  procure 
his  liberty  ;  whereas  his  death  might  put  an 
end  to  the  difpute,  and  confequently  to 
the  rebellion. 

He  therefore  refolved  to  put  Ibrahim  to 
death  5  and  the  only  queftion  was,  what 
kind  of  death  he  fhould  die  :  for  as  the 
blood  of  the  Imam  of  their  church,  was 
held  to  be  facred  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
Merwan,  to  avoid  being  charged  by  them 
with  having  fpilt  it,  pitched  upon  a  particular 
kind  of  punifhment.  Some  fay  he  ordered 
Ibrahim  to  be  drowned  ;  others,  that  he 
caufed  his  head  to  be  thru  ft  into  a  fack  of 
quick  lime,  which  foon  ftified  him. 

Ibrahim,  at  his  laft  moments,  made  no 
fecret  of  the  means  he  had  ufed  to  ftir  up  a 
rival  againft  Merwan,  capable  of  finding  him 
full  employment,  and  of  taking  open  ven¬ 
geance  for  his  cruelty.  He  therefore  de¬ 
clared  that  he  had  appointed  his  brother 
Abul  Abbas  to  be  his  fucceflfor,  and  doubted 
not  but  he  was  in  the  adual  poffeffion  of 
that  dignity. 

This  menacing  declaration  had  no  efred: 
on  Merwan.  He  confidered  it  only  as  the 
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effect  of  defpair,  and  entertained  not  the  Merwan 
lead:  apprehenfion  that  any  ill  conference  ]}^ 


could  enfue  ;  but  things  took  another  turn* 

The  party  of  the  Abaffians,  far  from  being  nfe^hfs G 
terrified  at  the  cruel  treatment  which  the  execution. 
Caliph  had  beftowed  on  their  Imam,  were 
furioufly  enraged  againft  Merwan,  and  loud¬ 
ly  cried  out,  that  the  death  of  Ibrahim 
mud:  be  avenged  :  that  in  punifhing  him 
the  Caliph  had  infringed  the  laws,  and  that 
it  was  high  time  to  reftore  to  the  lawful  heir 
a  crown  which  the  Ommiyans  had  poffefled 
only  by  ufurpation. 

The  party  of  Abul  Abbas  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  means  of  thefe  clamours,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  he  was  joined  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  malecontents  ;  who  expreffed  the 
utmod:  readinefs  and  defire  to  march  under 
his  ftandard,  and  hazard  their  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes  in  his  fervice. 

Whilft  thefe  formidable  enemies  of  the  Zulcimin 
Ommiyans  were  making  preparations  Perfia 

Cufah,  another  foe  appeared  in  Perfia,  who 
affirmed  the  title  of  Caliph.  According  to 
fome  he  was  called  Zulcimin,  others  give 
him  the  name  of  Soliman  :  But  however 
that  was,  though  the  new  Caliph  was  a  man 
of  an  indifferent  character,  and  had  not 
much  courage  or  military  drill,  he  artfully 
raifed  a  confiderable  party,  feduçing  the 
people  by  propagating  amongft  them  a  fpe- 
cious  dodlrine,  and  exellently  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fucceed. 

He 
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He  maintained  that  man  was  free-born» 
that  liberty  was  a  natural  and  primitive  law, 
and  therefore  flaves,  and  other  fervants  had 
a  right,  or  rather  were  under  an  obligation 
of  fhaking  off  the  yoke,  and  even  of  de- 
ftroying  their  mafters,  if  they  refufed  to 
embrace  the  dodxine  he  preached. 

Maxims  fo  favourable  to  the  multitude, 
foon  raffed  great  commotions  ;  there  was  al- 
moft  a  general  infurredtion  of  the  flaves 
in  Ferfia  ;  and  each  man  ftrove  to  put  him- 
felf  under  the  protection  of  a  fovereign  who 
fet  himfelf  up  as  the  reftorer  of  the  rights 
and  priviledges  of  humanity. 

Zulcimin  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  prodigious  number  of  troops,  which  had 
been  raifed  upon  the  credit  of  his  dodtrine, 
began  to  think  of  making  ufe  of  them  3  and 
as  he  knew,  and  confeffed  he  was  unfit  to 
command  in  perfon,  he  had  at  lead  pru¬ 
dence  and  difcernment  enough  to  nominate 
a  genera!  of  confummate  valour  and  experi¬ 
ence.  He  had  then  with  him  the  famous 
Cathibad,  a  captain  who  did  fuch  fignal  fer- 
vices  to  the  Gmmiyans,  daring  the  Caliph¬ 
ate  of  Waded  the  firft.  For  what  reafon  he 
quitted  their  party,  and  joined  Zulcimin, 
does  not  appear  3  but  it  is  certain  he  ferved 
him  with  the  fame  zeal  and  fidelity,  as  he 
fhewed  when  he  bore  arms  for  the  Gmmi¬ 
yans. 

Merwan  was  foon  informed  of  the  dis¬ 
turbances  that  prevailed  in  his  Empire,  as 

well 
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well  in  Perfia,  as  in  Arabia.  He  remained  MîRWAN  11 
undaunted  at  the  news,  beinp' firmly  per- ;],esyra  13 2‘ 
loaded,  that  by  means  or  his  own  courage, 
and  the  abidance  of  his  troops,  he  fhould  fends  an  army 
be  able  to  fubdue  the  rebels.  He  alfo  found-  againlt  him. 
ed  great  hopes  on  his  enemies  being  divided, 
feme  of  whom  favoured  the  Caliph  of  Cufah, 
and  others  fided  with  the  Caliph  of  Perfia. 

Prefuming  from  this  divilion,  that  he  might 
beat  them  feperately,  he  refolved  to  begin 
with  Zulcimin,  and  attack  him  with  an  ar¬ 
my  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men  $  this  ar¬ 
my  was  commanded  by  a  famous  general 
named  Iblin,  an  officer,  in  the  opinion  of 
Me r wan,  the  moil  capable  of  oppofing  Ca- 
thibad. 

The  two  generals  equally  pleafed  to  find  The  Caliphs’s 
an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  themfelves,  army1ls  de~ 
foon  came  in  fight  of  each  other.  Merwan’s  t”1Le 
army  was  ftronger,  that  is  to  fay,  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  the  troops  of  Zulcimin  ;  but 
the  fuperiority  did  not  prevent  Cathibad 
from  being  the  firfl  to  attack  :  the  firft  onfet 
was  fo  furious,  that  it  abfolutely  decided  the 
battle  ;  Iblin  was  defeated,  and  his  troops 
fo  totally  routed  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
rally  them. 

This  advantage  was  followed  by  another, 
almoft  equally  confiderable  ;  Iblin  having 
aflembled  the  broken  remains  of  his  army. 

j  1 

and  received  a  ftrong  re-inforcement  from 
Merwan,  was  refolved  to  Hand  another 
brunt  with  Cathibad,  in  hones  of  wiping 
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Merwan  II-  out  the  difgrace  of  his  former  defeat.  But 
Kegyra  132.  ]le  was  routed  in  this  àérion  alfo3  the  fuccefs 
'æl‘  49'  of  which  coft  the  enemy  fomewhat  dear, 
as  they  loft  their  general.  Cathibad  was 
Death  of  Ca-  mounted  on  a  fiery  horfe,  that  ran  away  with 
him,  during  the  heat  of  the  battle,  towards 
the  Euphrates,  and  the  river  having  over¬ 
flowed,  he  fell  into  a  deep  ditch,  where  he 
could  receive  no  aftiftance,  and  was  drowned. 

Whilft  Merwan  was  employed  in  facing 
the  troops  of  Zulcimin,  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  obliged  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the 
attacks  of  a  formidable  enemy,  who  had 
taken  up  arms  in  fupport  of  the  right  and 
title  of  Abul  Abbas,  Caliph  of  Cufah.  It 
was  the  famous  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Abbas, 
uncle  to  the  Imam  Ibrahim,  and  alfo  to 
Abul  Abbas,  and  Abu  Giaftar.  The  rea- 
fon  for  his  appearing  in  arms  was,  that  he 
might  avenge  the  death  of  the  Imam,  his 
nephew,  and  fecure  the  Caliphate  to  the 
two  others,  by  railing  them  on  the  ruins  of 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  whole  deftruc- 
tion  he  had  fworn.  He  therefore  appeared 
on  a  fudden  in  Mefopotamia,  and  ravaged 
part  of  the  province. 

Though  Merwan  had  already  full  em¬ 
ployment  in  taking  care  of  affairs  in  Arabia, 
and  managing  the  war  actually  carried  on 
againft  Zulcimin,  he  neverthelefs  took  the 
field  with  a  numerous  army,  to  fight,  or  at 
lea  ft  to  check  Abdallah,  and  prevent  the 

utter 
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utter  ruin  of  the  province,  into  which  heMERwANii. 
had  juft  made  an  irruption.  Hegyra  132, 

The  Caliph  advanced  to  Mofliil,  a  city  of  1‘ tU* /  4v 
note  in  that  country,  and  pitched  his  camp  1  he  CaIlPh 

.  .  .  r  *  r  v  r  marches  in 

in  the  plain  of  1  ubat,  at  a  lm all  diftance  perfon  to  op- 
from  the  place  where  Abdallah’s  army  then  Pole  him- 
lay.  Me r wan  having  fet  out  a  party  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  enemy,  he  came  to  a  refolution 
of  remaining  quiet,  till  he  received  news  of 
the  army  commanded  by  Iblin,  which  was 
then  in  fight  of  the  enemy.  The  Caliph 
therefore  ftrongly  intrenched  hirnfelf,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  furprize,  and  propofed  to  regulate 
his  motions  by  the  good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  his 
forces  in  Perfia. 

He  fbon  heard  of  the  unhappy  fate  of 
his  troops.  Intelligence  was  brought  to 
him  that  they  were  totally  routed  ;  that  Iblin, 
his  trufty  general,  was  killed  in  the  aCtion, 
and  that  Yezid,  who  affumed  the  chief 
command  after  his  death,  had  periilied  almoft 
at  the  fame  time.  This  fatal  news  filled 
him  with  grief,  however  refuming  all  at  once  He  goes  to 
his  wonted  courage,  he  refolved  to  march  mef/  Zui~ 
out,  and  meet  the  victorious  enemy.  This 
ftep  was  become  in  fome  meafure  necefîary, 
for  he  received  advice  that  Zulcimin,  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  ardour  of  his 
troops,  had  put  himfelf  at  their  head  after 
the  death  of  Cathibad,  and  was  advancing 
by  fpeedy  marches,  propofing,  by  his  de¬ 
feat,  to  crown  the  victory  he  had  already 
obtained.  Fearing  therefore  that  he  fhould 

be 
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Merwan" n.  i3C  attacked  on  the  one  hand  by  Zulcimin^ 
and  haraffed  on  the  other  by  Abdallah,  who 
was  not  far  off,  he  determined  to  go  and 
meet  that  enemy,  who  was  coming  to  feek 
him  :  and  he  was  the  more  firmly  perfuaded 
he  fhould  gain  an  eafy  conqueft  over  him, 
both  from  a  confideration  of  the  diforders 
and  irregularities  which  commonly  arife 
amongft  troops  after  a  fignal  victory,  and 
alfo  from  the  mean  opinion  he  entertained 
of  Zulcimin’s  bravery. 

But  he  was  greatly  difappointed  in  his 
hopes  :  the  two  armies  having  met,  ZuF 
cimin  forthwith  made  a  brifk  attack  on  him, 
and  pufhed  it  with  fo  much  vigour,  that 
Merwan’s  troops  were  broken  feveral  times. 
Spight  of  all  the  Caliph’s  endeavours,  his 
men  gave  ground  in  all  parts;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  wife  precautions  he  took,  his 
whole  army  would  have  been  cut  in  pieces. 
For  when  he  found  the  enemy  refolved  to 
give  him  battle,  he  inftantly  threw  a  bridge 
ver  the  river  Zaban,  which  was  in  his  rear, 
d  by  that  means  fecured  a  retreat,  which 
faved  his  life,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  a  great 
part  of  his  forces. 

It  is  certain  that  the  extream  wearinefs  of 
the  enemy  contributed  greatly  to  Merwan’s 
fafety  ;  for  if  they  had  not  been  weak  and 
faint  with  fatigue  and' daughter,  and  if  they 
could  have  purfued  the  Syrians  to  the  river, 
they  would  have  put  all  that  remained  to 
the  fword,  or  fo  haraffed  them  in  paffing 

the 
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the  bridge  that  in  the  hurry  and  confufion  of  Merwan  ii. 
the  rout,  they  would  for  the  moft  part  have  Hegyra  is2- 
thrown  themfelves  into  the  river,  andperifhed  Ch*  ær‘ 749' 
in  the  waters.  But  fortune,  who  had  ftill 
fome  further  calamities  in  ftore  for  Merwan, 
feemed  to  favour  him  in  this  melancholy  ex¬ 
tremity,  he  therefore  got  together  the  re¬ 
mains  of  his  defeated  army  ;  and  immediately 
caufed  the  bridge  to  be  deftroyed,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  following  him.  Zulcimin 
on  his  part  was  contented  with  his  prefent 
advantage,  he  gave  his  troops  fome  time  to 
reft  themfelves  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
fhortly  afterwards  marched  back  into  Perfia, 
firmly  believing  that  after  fuch  a  blow,  Mer¬ 
wan  would  not  dare  to  give  him  any  further 
difturbance. 

But  the  Caliph  foon  found  means  to  re-  He  returns  to 
cruit  his  army.  Confiderable  reinforcements 
arrived  from  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  parts  $  troops, 
and  he  was  in  a  condition  of  attempting  to 
make  amends  for  the  difgrace  which  the 
fortune  of  war  had  caufed  him  to  fuffer. 

However,  as  Zulcimin  was  retired,  Merwan 
did  not  think  it  advifable  to  purfue  him  5  he 
chofe  rather  to  march  againft  Abdallah,  who 
was  ftill  ravaging  Mefopotamia.  The  forces 
of  the  latter  were  divided  into  two  bodies, 
one  of  which  was  commanded  by  Abdallah 
in  perfon,  and  the  other  was  headed  by 
Abu  Mullim. 

Merwan  refolved  immediately  to  march  Hegyra  133. 
againft  the  body  commanded  by  the  lieu-  Ch,ær-  7S°< 

Vol.IL  ”  B  b  tenant 
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Merwan  ii.  tenant  0f  Abdallah,  in  which  defign  lie  was 
Hegvra  133.  feconde(J  by  all  the  friends  of  the  Om  mi  vans, 
who  were  eager  ror  an  opportunity  to  puniih 
Abu  Muflim,  who  being  one  of  their  own 
family,  had  bafely  quitted  their  party,  and 
joined  the  Abaffians. 

This  ftep  was  not  attended  with  a  more 
favourable  iffue  than  the  former  :  but  it  was 
owing  to  a  very  lingular  event,  which  plainly 
fhewed  that  fortune  was  the  wretched  Mer- 
wan’s  inveterate  enemy.  The  two  armies 
being  in  fight  of  each  other,  the  Caliph 
went  afide  a  moment,  and  mounted  an  emi¬ 
nence  to  view  the  order,  appearance,  and 
number  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the  fituation 
of  the  ground. 

All  things  feemed  favourable  to  his  de- 
lign;  in  confequence  of  his  difcoveries  he 
propofed  to  make  a  certain  motion  with 
part  of  his  troops,  by  means  of  which  he 
promifed  himfelf  a  fure  vidory.  But  before 
he  rejoined  his  army,  having  occafion  to 
alight  for  a*  moment,  as  he  was  getting  off 
his  horfe,  his  cimetar  fell  from  the  fcab- 
bard,  and  his  Heed  being  affrighted  at  the 
noife  it  made  in  falling,  galloped  away  full 
fpeed  without  his  rider  to  the  fyrian  army. 

His  troops  The  Caliph  inftantly  forefaw  the  fatal  im- 
difperfe them-  pref]]on  this  accident  would  make  on  his 

ipfvpç  JL  1 

troops  :  and  indeed  they  no  fooner  faw  the 
horfe  arrive  without  his  mafter,  than  they 
concluded  the  Caliph  was  either  killed  or 
made  pjrifoner.  On  a  fudden  the  fyrian 

troops 
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troops  were  feized  with  a  pannic;  in  vain  ^ERWAN IJ* 
did  the  officers  attempt  to  remove  their  ^egyra  *33- 

i  ^vj*  7  ço« 

fears  ;  terror  and  affright  had  fo  got  the 
maftery  of  this  great  army,  that  they  broke 
into  feveral  bodies,  which  difperfed  on  all 
fides  as  intereft  or  inclination  led  them» 

The  Caliph  was  a  witnefs  to  this  drange 
confufion,  without  being  able  to  remedy  it  : 
however  he  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
prevent  the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch  a  did 
order.  He  ran  up  to  his  troops  and  drove 
to  rally  them  ;  but  neither  prayers,  remon- 
drances  or  menaces  had  any  effedt  on  their 
fear-druck  minds  :  and  he  was  at  lad  glad 
to  find  a  horfe  in  order  to  make  his  efcape 
with  the  multitude. 

Abu  Muflim,  highly  pleafed  at  an  event 
by  which  he  had  gained  fo  eafy  a  vidtory, 
would  not  take  the  trouble  of  cutting  the 
dying  enemy  in  pieces  ;  he  only  fent  out  a 
detachment  of  light  horfe  to  augment  their 
terror  and  confufion.  There  was  in  fadt 
no  need  of  a  greater  number  of  troops  to 
com  pleat  the  dedrudtion  of  the  fyrian  army, 
and  Merwan  had  no  other  remedy  left  but 
to  go  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  Darnafcus, 
which  being  the  capital  of  his  dominions, 
might  have  afforded  him  a  fure  afylum 
againd  the  attempts  of  his  enemies. 

But  to  add  to  his  misfortunes,  his  own  Darnafcus  re- 
fubjedts  refufed  to  let  him  take  fhelter  in fufcs  an  ai>r- 
his  capital.  Being  terrified  at  the  accounts  " 

they  received  that  Abdallah's  army  Was  making 
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Merwan  II.  forced  marches  towards  Damafcus,  and  that 
Kegyra  133.  tjie  pjace  would  foon  be  inverted,  they  re- 
ClK  u’  75°’  prefented  to  him,  whom  however  they  ftill 
acknowledged  to  be  their  fovereign,  that  as 
they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  the 
enemy,  they  would  not  ridiculoully  and  un- 
feafonably  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  ; 
that  they  were  refolved  to  open  their  gates 
to  the  conqueror,  and  that  he  mull  depart 
without  delay,  unlefs  he  had  a  mind  to  fall 
into  their  hands. 

This  was  a  fatal  blow  indeed.  However, 
though  Merwan  feverely  felt  it,  he  did  not 
fink  under  the  burthen  of  his  misfortunes. 
That  great  captain  took  the  only  ftep  that 
remained  in  fo  fatal  an  extremity;  he  de¬ 
parted  from  the  city  in  the  night  time  with 
his  treafure  and  all  his  moft  valuable  effefts  : 
he  was  accompanied  by  fome  of  his  relations, 
and  a  few  friends  and  courtiers  who  had 
courage  and  honefty  enough  to  fhare  his 
fortune. 

He  retired  into  Egypt  with  all  his  follow¬ 
ers  ;  he  flattered  himfelf  that  being  fovereign 
of  the  country,  he  fhould  find  there  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  friends  to  enable  him  to  re- 
eftablifh  his  affairs,  or  at  leaft  to  ftand  his 
ground  in  that  province.  And  indeed  he 
had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  conduit 
of  the  Egyptians  ;  they  received  him  with 
the  greateft  readinefs,  and  feemed  heartily 
inclined  to  afford  him  all  the  affiftance  in 
their  power.  He  now  began  to  enjoy  a 

little 
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little  repofe,and  he  muft  have  been  thorough-*  Merwan  ir. 
ly  fenfible  of  the  value  of  it  after  the  great  î?,egyra  *34* 
adverfe  fortune  he  had  experienced.  *  ~  ‘  ' J 

But  the  fated  moment  was  come  :  vain 
would  have  been  his  hopes  of  future  hap- 
pinefs  ;  wretchednefs  was  to  be  his  compa¬ 
nion  even  to  the  grave.  Saleh,  Abdallah’s 
brother,  who  had  been  commanded  to  pur- 
fue  him  to  Damafcus,  had  given  his  troops 
fome  time  for  reft  and  refrelhment  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city.  From  thence 
he  fent  advice  to  his  brother,  of  Merwan’s 
retreat  into  Egypt,  and  informed  him  that 
if  he  would  fpeedily  fend  a  reinforcement  of 
troops,  he  doubted  not  but  he  fhould  arrive 
there  foon  enough  to  attack  the  Caliph  be¬ 
fore  he  had  time  to  eftablilh  himfelf. 

Abdallah  was  too  much  interefted  in  the  Saleîl  g°e&  to 
entire  defeat  of  Merwan,  and  the  total  ex-  attack  hun* 
terpation  of  the  Gmmiyans,  to  omit  any 
means  of  bringing  about  fo  deiirable  an 
event.  He  therefore  fent  to  Saleh  the  fuc- 
cours  he  required,  and  that  general  imme-** 
diately  began  his  march  towards  Egypt. 

Merwan  came  boldly  out  to  meet  him  Hegyra  134, 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  whofe  ardour  Ch-  ær-75 
and  zeal  feemed  to  promife  him  fuccefs  in  Merwan  is 
the  enterprize.  And  as  it  was  the  firft  timedef'';atec^, 
that  Saleh  had  commanded  a  numerous  army 
in  chief,  the  Caliph  was  in  hopes  he  would 
commit  fome  fault,  of  which  he  might  ealily 
take  advantage  ;  but  Merwan’s  great  expe¬ 
rience  ftoojd  him  in  no  (lead  on  this  occafion, 
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Me r wan  II.  Saleh  made  a  mod  furious  attack  on  the 
çug)ærra  lJ't  Egyptians  ;  the  refidance  ferved  only  to 
75  caufe  the  daughter  of  a  greater  number  of 
them  ;  and  at  lad,  after  a  very  long  and 
very  bloody  adtion,  fortune  declared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  young  general,  who  obtained  a 
compleat  vidlory  over  a  prince  that  was  con¬ 
fessedly  the  greateft  warrior  of  the  age. 

The  unhappy  Merwan,  after  having  per¬ 
formed  amazing  feats  of  valour,  perifhed, 
together  with  many  of  his  chief  officers  : 
the  body  of  the  Caliph  having  been  found 
amidd  a  heap  of  flain  on  the  field  of  battle, 
derh an  S  thcy  cut  °ff  the  head  and  fent  it  to  Abdal¬ 
lah.  Thus  fell  Merwan,  whofe  generofity 
and  greatnefs  of  foul  equally  appeared  in 
profperity  and  adveriity.  He  died  in  the 
1,34th  year  of  the  Hegyra,  and  in  the  752d 
year  of  Chrid.  He  was  the  lad  of  the  dy- 
nady  of  the  Ommiyans,  which  had  fub- 
fifted  ever  iince  the  4  id  year  of  the  Hegyra, 
that  is  to  fay  about  the  fpace  of  93  years. 

That  Caliph  left  two  children;  as  to  their 
fate  authors  greatly  difagree  :  it  is  afferted 
by  fome,  that  one  of  his  fons  retired  into 
Spain,  and  founded  there  the  monarchy  of 
the  Ommiyans  :  and  that  the  other  eda- 
blifhed  himfelf  in  Arabia  Fælix.  On  the 
contrary,  El  Makin  fays,  that  Merwan’ s 
elded  fon  was  killed  in  Æthiopia,  to  which 
country  he  had  retired  ;  and  that  the  other, 
after  having  differed  a  long  imprifonment. 
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at  laft  gained  his  liberty^  and  in  a  fliort  time 
died  at  Bagdat,  where  he  was  buried. 

The  dynafty  of  the  Ommiyans  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another,  called  in  hiftory  the  dy¬ 
nafty  of  the  Abaftians,  which  owed  its  rife 
and  eftablifliment  to  Abdallah  the  vanquifher 
of  Merwan.  He  placed  on  the  throne  the 
princes  of  that  name,  and  fecured  to  them 
the  pofleffion  of  the  crown,  by  the  inhu¬ 
man  methods  he  ufed,  (as  will  herein  after 
be  made  appear)  totally  to  exterminate  the 
houfe  of  Ommiyah. 
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A. 


ABBAS,  Mahomefs  uncle  j  veneration  the  firft  Caliph 
had  for  him,  page  330. 

Abbas  ebn-Sahel,  is  fent  out  by  Abdallah  againft 
the  troops  of  Almoktar,  236.  He  holds  a  conference  with 
Serjabil,  ibid.  He  furprizes  and  defeats  him,  237. 

Abassi ans,  their  rife,  330.  Their  hatred  to  the  Ommiyans, 
331»  Commotions  they  excite,  ibid. 

Abdallah,  governor  of  Baforah  5  his  feverity  raifes  him  ene^ 
mies,  who  ftrive  to  fet  the  Caliph  againft  him,  119.  Hé 
is  recalled,  1 20. 

Abdallah-ebn-Abbas  fhews  Ali  the  fnare  laid  for  him  by 
Almogeirah,  10.  Advice  he  gives  him,  ibid.  He  is 
made  governor  of  Baforah,  41.  The  Caliph  recalls  him  to 
court,  66.  Sends  him  back  to  his  government,  67.  He 
diffuades  Hofiein  from  going  to  Cufah,  i  60. 

Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Abbas,  takes  up  arms  in  behalf  of 
Abbul  Abbas,  366.  Sends  reinforcements  to  Saleh,  373. 
Abdallah-ebn-Amer  is  deprived  of  the  government  of  Ba¬ 
forah,  100.  He  refufes  to  acknowledge  Yezid,  as  Moawi- 
yah’s  fuccejGfor,  1 2 1 .  His  chara&er,  123. 
Abdallah-ebn-Amru,  confulted  by  the  governor  of  Mecca; 

anfwer  he  gave  him,  187,  188. 

Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Hante  la,  is  appointed  to  command 
the  Medinians,  195.  -  Goes  on  a  deputation  to  the  Caliph, 
ibid. 

Aadai^lah-ebn-Mothi  is  put  at  the  head  of  the  Coreif- 
chites,  193. 

Abdallah-ebn-Waheb,  head  of  the  Karejites,  59.  Is  killed 
in  an  action,  61. 

Abdallah- ebn -Yezid,  governor  of  Cufah,  is  obliged  to  put 
Al-Moktar  in  prifon,  225.  Advice  he  gives  Soliman,  228. 
Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  oppofes  the  recognizing  Yezid 
as  Moawiyah’s  fucceffor,  1 2 1 .  Character  Moawiyah  gives 
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of  him,  124.  He  refufes  to  fwear  allegiance  to  Yezid,  and 
retires  to  Mecca,  1 39.  Difficulties  which  he  meets  by  the 
way,  and  furmounts,  140,  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph  at 
Mecca  and  Medina,  186.  He  ftirs  up  the  Meccans  and 
Medinians  to  revenge  Hoffein’s  death,  ibid.  What  he  wrote 
toYezid,  to  induce  him  to  recall  Waled,  191.  He  is  be- 
fieged  in  Mecca,  200.  Refufes  the  homage  of  the  Syrian 
army,  201,  202.  Many  Syrian  lords  are  inclined  to  his 
intereft,  212.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph  by  the  Baforians, 
ibid.  What  prevented  his  being  univerfally  acknowledged, 
212,  213.  Many  provinces  fubmit  to  him,  wherefore 
Home  authors  rank  him  amongft  the  Caliphs,  213.  He  reje&s 
Almoktar’s  offers,  235.  Sends  out  troops  againft  him,  236. 
Seizes  Mahomet  and  his  family,  239.  Would  oblige  them 
to  acknowledge  him  as  Caliph, ibid.  His  threats  to  Aljodali, 
24 1.  He  is  taken  prifoner,  and  to  regain  his  liberty  is 
forced  to  releafe  the  Alians,  241,  242.  Advantages  he 
gained  by  Almoktaffs  defeat,  245.  He  harangues  the  Mec¬ 
cans  on  the  defeat  of  Mufab,  238.  Sends  put  feveral  parties 
againft  Hejage,  who  are  beat,  263,  264.  He  is  abandon¬ 
ed  by  his  two  fons,  Hamzah  and  Kobeid,  265.  His  mo¬ 
ther  encourages  him  to  perfevere  in  his  defign,  265,  266, 
267,  268.  He  defends  himfelf  with  amazing  courage,  268. 
He  is  killed,  ibid.  Proverb,  to  which  his  avarice  gave  rife, 
«6  9. 

Abdolazjz,  the  Caliph’s  brother,  is  appointed  to  killAmru, 
249.  Is  moved  by  his  entreaties,  ibid.  Does  not  flay  him, 
ibid.  Diffuades  the  Caliph  from  putting  John  to  death,  251. 

Abdolaziz,  appointed  by  Khaled,  his  brother,  to  march 
againft  the  Azarakites,  is  defeated,  and  his  wife  is  killed 
there,  260.  Being  governor  of  Mecca,  what  orders  he  re¬ 
ceives  from  Waled,  286. 

Abdolmelik  is  proclaimed  Caliph,  after  the  death  of  Mer~ 
wan  the  firit,  232.  Prohibits  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca, 
and  inflitutes  another  to  jerufalem,  232,  233.  Meafures 
he  takes  againft  Abdallah,  233,  234.  Takes  the  field  to 
attack  him,  246.  Is  recalled  to  Damafcus,  on  account  of 
a  revolt,  ibid.  Method  he  takes  to  get  rid  of  Amru,  head 
of  the  rebels,  247.  He  kills  him  with  his  own  hand, 
249.  He  puts  an  end  to  the  fedition  raffed  by  John,  251. 
He  banifhes  John,  ibid.  Makes  peace  with  the  Grecian 
emperor,  252.  Is  diffuaded  by  his  council  from  taking  the 
command  of  his  troops  in  Arabia,  but  will  not  liften  to  their 
advice,  253,  254.  He  writes  to  Ibrahim,  to  perfuade  him 
to  quit  Ali’s  party,  254.  He  defeats  Abdallah’s  troops, 
commanded  by  Mufab,  254,255,  256.  He  pardons  John, 
Amru’s  brother,  256.  tie  gives  an  entertainment  in  the 
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caftle  of  Cufah,  where  he  is  terrified  at  the  reflection  made 
by  an  officer  on  fight  of  Mufab’s  head,  257,  258.  How 
he  difpofes  of  the  feveral  governments,  260.  He  returns 
.to  Syria,  ibid.  He  reproaches  Khaled  on  account  of  thç 
defeat  of  his  troops,  260,  261.  He  gives  to  Hejage  the 
command  of  the  forces  fent  out  againft  Abdallah,  262, 
263.  He  goes  to  Mecca,  269,  270.  Bellows  fever a} 
governments  on  Hejage,  270.  He  fends  troops  to  He¬ 
jage,  277.  Death  of  that  Caliph,  279.  His  children,, 
and  how  he  knew  they  fhould  reign  after  him,  280.  fie 
was  the  firllthat  coined  money  in  Arabia,  281. 

Abdalr ahm an-ebn-Melgem  undertakes  to  kill  Ali,  7 o. 
He  gets  acquainted  with  a  woman,  and  promifes  to  mar¬ 
ry  her,  if  fhe  would  affilt  him  in  his  defign,  72,  73.  He 
kills  the  Caliph,  73.  He  is  feized  and  condemned  to  die, 

74- 

Abdarrahman,  the  fon  of  the  Caliph  Abubecre,  refufes 
to  acknowledge  Yezid  as  Moawiyah’ s  fucceflor,  121.  His 
character,  123.  His  death,  125. 

Abdarrahman,  the  fon  of  Khaled,  poifoned  by  order  of 
Moawiyah,  104. 

Abdarrahman  difcovers  Hejage’s  bafe  defign  in  fending 
him  againft  the  Turks,  275.  He  is  made  governor 
of  Irak;  makes  a  treaty  with  the  Turks,  and  beats  He¬ 
jage,  ibid.  His  followers  proclaim  him  Caliph,  and  he 
caufes  Baforah  and  Cufah  to  revolt,  276.  He  lofes  a 
battle,  and  is  made  prifoner,  277,  278.  He  is  refcued 
by  Zentil,  ibid.  He  puts  an  end  to  his  own  life,  ibid. 

Abdalr  ahman,  called  by  the  French,  Abderame,  makes  an 
irruption  into  France,  336,  337.  He  beats  Munuza,  and 
takes  his  wife  prifoner,  337,  338.  He  defeats  the  duke 
'of  Aquitain,  338.  Having  ravaged  feveral  provinces, 
he  is  defeated  by  Charles  Martel,  and  falls  in  the  battle, 

338>  339- 

Abdallah  is  appointed  governor  of  Yemen,  11.  He 
fights  Moawiyah’s  troops,  and  is  defeated,  68. 

Absimarus  dethrones  the  emperor  Leontius,  289. 

Abu-Hureirah,  his  death,  125. 

Abtjjiub,  his  death,  110.  Great  veneration  paid  by  Muf- 
fulmen  to  his  tomb,  ibid.  note. 

Abu-Kotadad,  what  he  faid  in  the  aftembly  of  the  Me- 
dinians,  29. 

Abuleilah,  name  given  to  Moawiyah  II,  what  it  means, 
208. 

Abxjl  Abbas  is  nominated  to  fucceed  Ibrahim,  361.  Is 
proclaimed  Caliph  at  Cufah,  ibid.  His  party  becomes 
very  numerous,  363, 
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Abu-Mus a-al-Ashari,  named  one  of  the  arbitrators  be¬ 
tween  Ali  and  Moawiyah,  53.  How  he  behaves  in  that 
affair,  57. 

Abu-Muslim  embraces  the  party  of  Ibrahim,  358.  Com¬ 
mands  a  body  of  troops,  369.  Totally  routs  Merwan’s 
forces,  371. 

Ah  1  as,  fon  of  Zeid,  takes  refuge  at  Balk,  after  his  father’s 
death,  330.  Death  of  Ahias,  346. 

Ahnaph,  Yezid’s  uncle,  what  he  faid  of  his  nephew  to 
Moawiyah,  126. 

Aiesha,  caufe  of  her  hatred  again!!  Ali,  3.  She  caufes 
the  people  to  revolt  again!!  him,  1 3 .  Puts  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  rebels,  16,  19.  Is  frighted  at  Jowab,  and 
why,  19.  Deputation  fent  to  her  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Baforah,  23.  Free  language  they  u!e  to  her,  24.  Her 
treatment  of  the  governor  of  Baforah,  27.  She  makes  her 
entry  into  that  place,  ibid.  She  prevails  on  Zobeir  to  join 
her  party  again,  36,  37.  She  puts  herfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  to  fight  Ali,  37.  She  is  taken  prifoner,  40. 
She  retires  to  Medina,  41.  She  will  not  fuffer  Haffan  to 
to  be  buried  near  Mahomet,  89.  Conference  fhe  holds 
with  Moawiyah,  122.  Her  death,  125. 

Akshid,  fovereign  of  Taberertan,  gains  a  battle  over  Ye- 
zid,  302.  Grants  him  a  peace,  ibid. 

Al-Ha  MDANI  (Hareth)  defeats  the  rebels,  271.  Inverts 
the  caftle  to  which  they  retired,  and  fets  fire  toit,  272. 
His  too  great  confidence  gives  them  an  opportunity  of 
Tallying  out,  and  they  cut  his  troops  in  pieces,  272,  273. 

Ali  is  unanimourty  elefted  Caliph,  2.  Difficulties  he  makes 
to  accept  the  Caliphate,  ibid.  Is  acknowledged  as  Caliph 
in  the  affembly,  4.  Caufes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  be 
taken  in  a  folemn  manner,  5,  6.  His  anfwer  to  the  en- 
fnaring  queftion  of  Tellah  and  Zobeir,  7,  8.  Herefolves 
to  deprive  the  old  governors  of  provinces  of  their  ports,  9 . 
He  refufes  to  give  to  Tellah  and  Zobeir  the  governments 
they  apply  for,  12,  13.  He  exhorts  Moawiyah  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  as  Caliph,  14.  He  folicits  the  Medini- 
ans  to  join  him,  27.  He  demands  fuccours  of  the  Cufians, 
30.  He  receives  fuccours  from  feveral  parts,  31.  He 
fends  his  fon  to  Cufah,  32.  He  obtains  troops,  34.  The 
fpeech  he  made  to  them,  34,  35.  He  fets  down  before 
Baforah,  3  5 .  He  holds  a  conference  with  Tellah  and  Zo¬ 
beir,  33,  36.  Gains  a  battle  over  the  rebels,  37,  38. 
What  he  faid  on  hearing  of  Tellah’s  death,  38.  His 
thoughts  on  the  death  of  Zobeir,  40.  He  fends  Aïertia 
back  to  Medina,  41.  Ufe  he  makes  of  the  booty,  ibid. 

He 
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He  fixes  his  refidence  at  Cufah,  42.  He  writes  to  Moa- 
wiyah,  to  prevail  on  him  to  recognize  him,  ibid.  He 
marches  out  againft  him  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  48. 
He  difcovers  a  well  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  48,  49. 
He  offers  to  Moawiyah  fingle  combat,  51.  He  refufes  to 
refer  the  differences  to  arbitrators,  5  3 .  He  confents  that 
the  titles  which  difpleafed  Moawiyah  fhould  be  erafed 
from  a  treaty,  54,  55.  He  is  depofed  by  the  arbitrators, 
57.  He  juftifies  his  condudt,  being  upbraided  by  the  ICa- 
rejites,  58.  He  difperfes  their  party,  60.  He  changes 
the  governors  of  Egypt,  which  caufes  him  to  lofe  that 
province,  63,  64.  Imprecations  he  pronounces  againft 
Arthah,  which  have  their  effedl,  68.  He  foretels  his 
own  death,  73.  He  is  affafTinated  by  a  Karejite,  73,  74. 
A  defcription  of  Ali,  75.  Honourable  titles  bellowed  on 
him,  ibid.  How  long  curfes  were  denounced  againft  him, 
76.  Place  of  his  burial,  ibid.  Works  of  which  he  was 
author,  77.  His  maxims,  78,  79.  His  children,  80. 
He  refufes  to  name  a  fucceft'or,  8 1 .  The  curfes  againft 
him  are  fupprefted,  3 1 1 . 

Ali,  the  fon  of  Hoftein,  is  faved  on  the  entreaties  of  Zeinab, 
176.  His  haughtinefs  caufes  fome  of  the  courtiers  to  ad- 
vife  the  Caliph  to  put  him  to  death,  179,  180.  How  he 
is  received  by  the  Caliph,  1 80.  His  departure  for  Medi¬ 
na,  183.  Orders  given  by  the  Caliph,  in  refpeft  to  him 
and  his  family,  198.  Medina  is  lacked,  200. 

Aljodali  (Abu)  is  fent  by  Almoktar  to  refcue  the  Allans, 

240,  241.  He  attacks  the  Zemzem,  241.  He  fummons 
Abdallah  to  releafe  the  prifoners,  ibid.  He  defeats  him, 
takes  him  prifoner,  and  on  a  treaty  fets  him  at  liberty, 

241,  242. 

Almundir  goes  to  Baforah,  where  he  breaks  out  into  in¬ 
ventives  againft  the  Caliph,  193.  How  he  avoids  being 
feized,  193,  194.  He  goes  to  Medina,  where  he  again 
rails  againft  him,  194. 

Amer,  appointed  to  march  againft  Abdallah,  is  defeated, 
and  made  prifoner,  1 40. 

Amer-ebn-Said  is  fent  with  forces  againft  Hoftein,  168. 
He  is  ordered  to  oblige  Hoftein  to  acknowledge  Ye- 
zid,  169.  Conference  he  holds  on  that  account  with 
Hoftein,  170.  He  attacks,  and  defeats  Hoftein,  173.  He 
is  killed,  together  with  his  two  fons,~234. 

Ammar,  his  conduit  during  the  captivity  of  the  governor  of 
Baforah,  22,  23. 

Ammar-ebn-Yasser  is  fent  with  Hoftein  to  folicit  fuccours 
at  Cufah,  32.  Character  which  Mahomet  gives  of  his  up- 
rightnefs,  39.  His  death,  50. 
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Ammarah-ebn-Sahal  is  made  governor  of  Cufah,  ii. 
They  refufe  to  receive  him  as  governor,  1 2. 

Amru-ebn-alas  joins  inMoawiyah’s  revolt,  and  why,  42» 
He  goes  to  Damafcus  with  his  forces,  and  proclaims  Moa- 
wiyah  Caliph,  46,  47.  Advifes  Moawiyah  to  accept 
Ali’s  challenge,  5  ï  .  He  is  one  of  the  arbitrators  between 
Ali  and  Moawiyah,  54.  He  depofes  Ali,  and  names 
Moawiyah  in  his  Head,  57.  He  feizes  on  Ægypt,  in 
Moawiyah’ s  name,  6$.  He  efcapes  being  afiaffinated  by 
a  Karejite,  71,  72.  His  death,  and  his  eulogy,  95. 

Amru-ebn-Beker  undertakes  to  aflaffinateAmru-ebn-al-As, 
7 1 .  He  kills  the  perfon  that  went  to  the  mofque  in  Amru’s 
Head,  72.  What  he  faid  when  he  found  his  millake, 
ibid. 

Amru-ebn-Giarmouz  kills  Zobeir,  39.  How  Ali  treated 
him,  when  he  brought  Zobeir’s  head,  40.  He  kills  him- 
f elf,  ibid. 

Amru,  the  fon  of  Holbein,  is  beloved  by  the  Caliph  Yezid, 
182.  He  accepts  the  proposal  made  him  by  that  Caliph, 
ibid. 

Amrou-ebn-Said  is  made  governor  of  Medina,  141.  Being 
governor  of  Mecca,  how  he  is  embarralfed  by  Abdallah’s 
revolt,  187.  He  confults  Abdallah  on  that  account,  ibid. 
He  is  deprived  of  his  government,  188.  He  juftifies  him- 
felf  to  the  Caliph,  189,  190,  Yezid  reftores  him  to  fa¬ 
vour,  190.  He  declines  the  command  of  the  armyfent 
againll  the  Medinians,  197.  He  caules  Egypt  to  fubmit 
toMerwan,  218.  He  caufes  a  revolt,  and  makes  himfelf 
mailer  of  Damafcus,  246.  He  is  reconciled  to  the  Ca¬ 
liph,  246,  247.  He  is  killed,  249,  250. 

Art  hah  ravages  Yemen,  68.  Cruelties  he  commits  there* 
ibid.  His  death,  ibid. 

Ay  ad,  Hefham’s  fecretary  carries  the  keys  of  the  treafury 
to  Waled,  336. 

Azarakites,  a  branch  of  the  Motazelites,  revolt,  259.. 
They  obtain  an  advantage  over  the  Caliph's  troops,  260. 
They  are  totally  routed,  262. 


Barak-ebn-Abdallah  undertakes  to  kill  Moawiyah,  70, 
He  wounds  him  with  a  fword,  ibid.  Is  feized  and  pu- 
niihed,  91. 

Barmacidæ,  their  original,  305,  306. 

Bashar  is  made  governor  of  Cufah,  260, 

C. 
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c. 

Catibah,  or  Cathibad-ebn-Muslim,  conquers  Kona.- 
refm,  282.  Marches  into  Tranfoxana,  and  befteges  Sa~ 
marcand,  capital  of  that  province,  283.  The  city  fur- 
renders  on  terms,  and  he  edablilhes  Mahometifm  there, 
284.  He  is  appointed  by  Zulcimin  to  command  his 
troops,  364.  He  beats  the  forces  of  Merwan  II.  36c. 
His  death,  366. 

Charles  Martel,  prince  of  the  French,  advantages  he 
gains  over  the  Sacacens,  337,  338,  339. 

Constantinople  befieged  by  the  Muifulmen,  109,  m, 
299,  301,  312. 

Cue  1  ans  refufe  to  comply  with  the  requed  of  Ali, 
who  implores  their  affidance,  30.  They  grant  him 
troops,  34.  The  Caliph  goes  and  reiides  in  that  city, 
42.  They  join  with  the  Irakians  againd  the  Karegites,  94. 
They  defeat  them,  95.  They  fend  a  deputation  to  Hof- 
fein,  142.  They  do  their  governor  an  ill  office  with  the 
Caliph,  143.  They  rife  in  arms,  and  join  Muflim,  132. 
They  abandon  him,  ibid.  They  revolt,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  Hoffein,  219,  220.  They  proclaim  Zeid  to  be 
Caliph,  326. 

D. 

Darwan  wounds  Ali  with  a  fword,  73.  He  is  killed  him- 
felf,  74. 

Dehac,  the  fon  of  Kais,  pronounces  Moawiyah’s  funeral 
oration,  and  performs  the  other  ceremonies  ufed  by  the 
Muffulmen,  1 29.  He  is  appointed  regent  of  the  date,  after 
the  abdication  of  Moawiyah  II.  207.  He  fides  with  Ab¬ 
dallah,  212.  He  forms  a  party  againd  Merwan,  213. 
He  is  killed  in  a  battle,  where  his  troops  are  defeated, 
ibid. 

Dehac  is  fentto  the  affidance  of  Merwan,  312. 

Eo 

Eudes,  Earl  of  Aquitain,  drives  out  the  Saracens,  323. 

Eudes,  duke  of  Aquitain,  makes  an  alliance  with  Munu- 
za,  337.  He  is  beat  by  the  Saracens,  commanded  by 
Abdahahrnan,  338, 
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F. 

Fatima  (or  Phatemah)  filler  to  Hoflein  and  Zeinab,  is  de* 
manded  in  marriage  by  a  Syrian  lord,  180,  182,  183.  She 
advifes  her  filler  to  make  a  prefent  to  Noman,  1 84. 

Fid ac,  land  given  as  a  portion  with  Fatima,  when  Ihe 
efpoufed  Ali,  309. 

G. 


Giabalah-ebn-Aihan,  his  death,  115. 


H. 


Hababah,  one  of  Yezid  lid's  favourite  women,  accident 
that  happened  to  her,  and  caufed  her  death,  323,  324. 

H  ad  ram  i  feizes  Baforah,  66.  Is  driven  thence,  67. 
Hakem-ebn-Amer  feizes  a  place,  ioz.  Refufes  to  execute 
Ziyad’s  order,  103.  His  death,  103,  104. 

Hakem,  Merwan’s  father,  his  difgrace,  231. 

Han af-ebn-Kais,  caufes  Zobeir  to  be  put  to  death  by 
one  of  his  fervants,  39.  Conference  he  holds  with  Ali, 


55- 

Hani,  a  follower  of  Holfein,  reproaches  Muflim,  149.  He 
is  feized,  150.  Anfwer  he  gives  to  Obeidollah,  1 51 .  His 
head  is  cut  off,  159. 

Harran,  a  city  of  Mefopotamia,  the  ufual  refidence  of 
Merwan  II.  336. 

Hareth,  governor  of  Baforah,  100. 

Harro,  the  fon  of  Yezid,  is  fent  out  with  troops  againll 
Holfein,  164.  Kindnefs  he  fhews  to  Hoifein’s  troops, 
ibid.  His  anfwer  to  Holfein,  165.  Advice  he  gives  him, 

166. 

Hassan  is  fent  by  Ali  to  Cufah,  32.  Reception  he  meets 
with  there,  ibid.  His  difcourfe  with  the  Cufians,  53. 
He  obtains  fuccours  for  Ali,  34.  He  is  proclaimed  Ca¬ 
liph  after  Ali’s  death,  81.  His  character,  81,  82.  He 
marches  out  againll  Moawiyah,  82.  His  troops  mutiny, 
ibid.  He  flies  to  Madaien,  where  he  runs  the  rifque  of 
being  killed,  83.  He  refolves  to  abdicate  the  Caliphate, 
ibid.  Conditions  he  requires  of  Moawiyah  on  furrender¬ 
ing  that  dignity,  84,  85.  He  abdicates  the  Caliphate, 
85.  He  retires  to  Medina,  87.  He  refufes  to  engage 
perfonally  in  behalf  of  Moawiyah  againll  the  Karegites, 
ibid.  His  death,  ibid.  He  refufes  to  declare  the  author 
of  it,  88. 


Hassan* 


INDEX. 

Has  s  an-ebn-Malek  forms  a  ftrong  party  in  Egypt,  in 
favour  of  Abdallah,  217,  218.  He  is  driven  thence,  2180 

Haul  a  is  appointed  to  carry  Hoffein’s  head  to  Obeidollah, 
173.  He  acquaints  his  wife  with  the  news,  how  fhe 
treats  him  on  hearing  of  it,  174.  He  prefents  the  head 
to  Obeidollah,  ibid.  Haulah’s  death,  234. 

He j age  commands  on  the  expedition  againli  Abdallah, 
263.  His  dream,  262,  263.  Letter  he  wrote  to  the 
Meccans,  263.  He  gains  feveral  advantages  over  Ab¬ 
dallah’s  troops,  263.  He  befieges  Mecca,  264.  He  ani¬ 
mates  his  troops  dilheartned  by  fatigue,  265.  What  he 
did  on  hearing  of  Abdallah’s  death,  269.  He  brings 
the  greateft  part  of  Arabia  under  the  Caliph’s  obedience, 
ibid.  He  revives  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  ibid.  Totally 
fubdues  the  rebels,  270.  Is  blamed  for  his  cruelties* 
ibid.  Sends  out  forces  againli  Saleh  and  Shebid,  271.  Is 
worHed  in  feveral  aétions,  272,  273.  He  defeats  them  in 
a  battle,  aud  purfues  them,  274.  His  hatred  againli  Ab- 
darrahman  caufes  a  revolt,  275.  He  is  defeated  by  Ab- 
darrahman’s  troops,  ibid.  He  alfembles  frelh  troops,  and 
gains  a  vidory  over  him,  276,  277.  He  requires  the  king 
of  the  Turks  to  deliver  up  Abdarrahman,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  his  territory,  278.  He  founds  the  city  of  Wa¬ 
fer,  279.  Several  oddities  which  compofe  his  character, 
292,  293,  294,  295,  296,  297.  His  death,  298. 

Hejer  infults  Ziyad,  105.  is  feized  and  carried  before 
the  Caliph,  107.  Is  beheaded,  108. 

Hesh am-ebn-Abdolmelik  is  proclaimed  Caliph,  323. 
He  approves  Jofeph’s  behaviour  to  Zeid,  330.  His  cha¬ 
racter,  331.  His  death,  333.  His  behaviour  to  Waled  IL 
341* 

Ho  s  sein,  the  Ton  of  All,  difluades  HalTan  from  abdicating 
the  Caliphate,  84.  He  retires  to  Medina  with  HalTan,  87. 
He  refufes  to  acknowledge  Yezid  as  Moawiyah’s  facet f- 
ior,  1 21.  His  charader,  123.  How  he  avoided  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Yezid,  138.  Advice  he  gave 
his  brother  when  he  left  Mecca,  139.  Love  the  Meccans 
bore  him,  140.  How  he  behaved  to  the  deputies  from, 
Cufah,  142,  143.  He  fends  Muflim  to  lound  their  incli¬ 
nations,  143.  He  fends  Kais  thither  to  give  notice  of  his 
approach,  158.  He  flights  Abdallah’s  remonltrances, 
who  dilfwades  him  from  going  to  Cufah,  160,  161,  162, 

163.  He  fets  out  for  Cufah,  and  endeavours  to  bring 
over  to  his  party  the  tooops  that  are  font  out  againli  him, 

164,  163.  He  is  informed  that  his  party  at  Cufah  was 
difperfed,  167.  He  continues  his  journey  to  Cufah,  16$., 
He  offers  to  return  to  Mecca,  169.  Propofal  he  makes  to 
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avoid  recognizing  Yezid,  170.  He  rejedls  Obeidollah’s 
offers,  1 7 1 .  He  makes  preparations  to  defend  himfelf 
againfl  the  enemy,  172.  He  is  killed,  173.  His  body  is 
buried  in  the  plain  of  Kerbela,  177.  Different  opinions 
touching  the  place  where  his  head  was  buried,  184, 

1 85. 

Hossein  takes  the  command  of  the  troops  after  Muflim’s 
death,  and  befieges  Mecca,  200.  He  offers  Abdallah  to 
cauie  him  to  be  proclaimed  by  his  army,  201.  He  returns 
into  Syria,  202.  His  conference  with  the  Ommiyans, 
touching  a  fucceffor  to  Moawiyah  II.  21 1. 

I. 

Jaafer  Sadec,  an  Arabian  author,  who  has  explained 
the  Jefr,  77. 

Jaffar  (or  Giafrar)  a  Perfian  lord,  flies  for  refuge  to  So- 
liman’s  court,  305.  Pie  improves  the  Arabian  coin,  367. 
Why  they  gave  him  the  furname  of  Barmeki,  ibid. 

Jar  1  ah  is  lent  into  Yemen  with  a  body  of  troops,  69. 

Iblin,  general  of  the  Caliph’s  troops,  is  defeated  in  two  en¬ 
counters,  365,  366.  He  is  killed,  369. 

Ibrahim-ben-Alashtar  Pent  by  Almoktar  againfl:  the 
Syrians,  defeats  them,  242.  He  reje&s  the  offers  made 
by  the  Caliph  to  bring  him  over,  254.  He  is  defeated 
and  killed,  255.  His  death  occaflons  the  defeat  of  Mu- 
fab’s  army,  ibid. 

Ibrahim,  brother  of  Yezid  III.  afcends  the  throne,  350. 
Confpiracy  formed  againfl  him,  350,  351.  He  lofes  a 
battle,  352.  He  is  depofed,  353.  When  he  died, 

356- 

Ibrahim-ebn-Mohammed  is  acknowledged  Caliph  by 
Soliman  and  his  party,  357.  He  goes  on  a  pilgri¬ 
mage  to  Mecca,  359.  The  caravan  is  attacked,  and  he 
is  taken  prifoner,  359,  360.  He  appoints  a  fucceffor, 
361.  His  death,  362. 

Imam,  what  it  is,  and  why  the  Caliphs  are  called  fo,  29, 
note. 

John,  Amru’s  brother,  raifes  a  revolt  in  favour  of  Arnru, 
250.  He  is  taken  prifoner,  251.  He  is  banifhed,  and 
goes  to  join  Mufab,  25  1,  252.  He  is  reconciled  to  the 
Caliph,  257.  k  - 

Joseph-ben-Amru,  governor  of  Baforah,  means  he  ufes 
to  diffipate  the  revolt  of  the  Cufians,  raifed  in  favour  of 
Zeid,  328.  He  caufès  Zeid’s  body  to  be  dug  up,  329. 


INDEX. 

Is 5  a,  the  fon  of  Mufab,  his  courage,  2Ç5.  He  advifes  his 
father  to  retreat,  256.  He  is  killed,  ibid. 

Justinian  II.  dethroned  by  Leontius,  is  afterwards  re- 
fiored  to  the  throne,  289. 

K. 

Kadar  ians,  a  fed  in  the  Mufiulman  church,  205,  Their 
origin  and  tenets,  ibid, 

K  air  wan,  foundation  of  that  city,  112. 

Kais  commands  Hafian's  troops,  82. 

Kais  is  fent  to  the  Cufians,  to  give  notice  of  Hofiein’s  ap¬ 
proach,  159.  His  death,  167. 

Kaleb  provides  a  winding-lheet  to  bury  Hefham,  33 6. 

K.haled,  (or  Caled)  grandfon  of  the  famous  Khaled,  re¬ 
venges  his  father’s  death,  105.  He  is  forced  to  pay  a 
fum  of  money  to  obtain  his  liberty,  ibid. 

Khaled,  fon  of  the  Caliph  Yezid  I.  meafures  which  his 
friends  take  to  fecure  to  him  the  Caliphate,  216.  Re¬ 
proaches  Merwan  for  his  defign  to  exclude  him  from  it, 
231.  His  mother  fiifles  the  Caliph,  ibid. 

Khaled-ebn-Asid  is  fent  out  to  make  fome  attempts  on 
the  rebels  at  Baforah,  254.  He  is  made  governor  of  that 
city,  260.  He  fends  out  his  brother  to  fight  the  Azara- 
kites,  ibid.  Is  reproached  by  the  Caliph  on  that  account, 
260,  261.  He  joins  Mohaileb,  and  defeats  the  Azara- 
kites,  261,  262. 

Karejites,  who  they  are,  58.  They  reproach  Ali,  and 
why,  ibid.  They  revolt,  59.  They  are  defeated,  60,  61. 
Three  of  their  fed  undertake  to  kill  Ali,  Moawiyah,  and 
Amru,  70.  They  revolt  under  Moawiyah,  93.  They 
vainly  attempt  to  prevail  on  the  Cufians  and  Irakians  to 
remain  neuter,  94.  They  are  almoft  tfttaily  extermina¬ 
ted,  94^  95. 

Korasan  (orChorafan)  conquered  by  the  Mufiulmen,  204, 
That  province  refufes  to  acknowledge  any  of  the  Caliphs, 

216. 

Kouaresm  conquered  by  the  Mufiulmen,  282. 

L. 

Leo,  the  Ifaurian  emperor  of  Confiantinople,  twice  deflroys 
the  Arabian  fleet,  300,  301.  He  again  deftroys  the  Ara¬ 
bian  naval  armament,  312. 

Leontius  dethrones  Jufiinian  IL  and  is  dethroned  by  Ab- 
fimarus,  289. 
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M. 

Mahadi  (cr  Mohdil  what  became  of  him,  and  what  he  is 
to  do  in  the  opinion  of  the  Perfians,  77,  78. 

Mahomet,  the  fon  of  Giaffar,  bad  fuccefs  of  his  négocia¬ 
tion  with  the  Cubans,  30. 

Mahomet,  the  fon  of  Abubecre,  is  fent  to  Cufah  by  Ali, 
30.  The  fuccefs  of  his  journey  thither,  30,31.  He  be¬ 
haves  fo  ill  in  Egypt,  that  Ali  is  forced  to  deprive  him  of 
the  government,  64.'  He  is  killed,  65. 

M  ahomet-ebn-Haroun,  a  commander  of  the  Caliph’s 
army,  engages  Ibrahim’s  troops,  and  defeats  them,  255. 

Mahomet-Hanifiah,  the  fon  of  Ali,  advice  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  HoiTein,  139.  Why  he  was  called  Hani- 
bah,  223,  note.  He  rejdts  Almoktar’s  propofal  to  reftore 
the  Allans  to  the  throne,  238.  He  is  feized,  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  by  order  of  Abdallah,  239.  He  refufes  to  re¬ 
cognize  him  as  Caliph,  240.  He  is  fet  at  liberty, 
242. 

Majurek,  prince  of  Tranfoxana,  283. 

Malek,  governor  of  Medina,  endeavours  in  vain  to  procure 
Yezid  to  be  acknowledged  as  Moawiyah’s  fucceffor. 

Ml. 

Malek  Shutur  fent  to  be  governor  of  Egypt,  is  poifoned 
on  the  road  64. 

Marzaban,  chief  of  the  rebels  in  Georgia,  is  taken  and 
hanged,  303. 

Master  of  the  two  teflimonies,  a  title  given  to  the  Caliphs, 
29,  note. 

Merwan-ebn-Hakem  is  rehored  to  the  government  of 
Medina,  116.  How  he  aéls  in  refpcd  to  Saëd,  1 17.  He 
is  confulted  by  Waled,  136.  Advice  he  gives  him,  137, 
138.  He  fhelters  the  Ommiyans  in  the  cable  of  Medina, 
196.  He  goes  to  Syria,  202.  Is  difuaded  by  Obeidol- 
hh  from  giving  his  vote  to  Abdallah,  212.  He  is  pro¬ 
claimed  Caliph,  215.  He  defeats  that  party  Dehac  had 
had  railed  again!!  him,  ibid.  Is  obliged  to  marry  Jvhaled’s 
mother,  to  lecure  the  crown  to  that  young  prince,  216. 
.He  dibipates  Noman’s  party,  217.  He  fends  Amru  to 
fubdue  Egypt,  218.  He  gives  to  Obeidollah  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  troops  again!!  the  Cubans,  229.  He  fecures 
the  crown  for  his  fon,  230.  His  death,  and  the  nick¬ 
name  his  enemies  gav^  him,  231. 

M  fe  rwan,  governor  of  Mcfopotamia,  flights  Shebid’s  revolt, 

271. 
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Merwan  is  appointed  to  bedege  Conftantinople,  312.  He 
encourages  his  troops,  313. 

Merwan  II.  heads  the  rebels  again!!  Yezid  III.  and  is 
brought  over  by  that  Caliph,  348.  He  takes  up  arms 
again!!  the  Caliph  Ibrahim,  350.  Arguments  he  ufes 
to  caule  an  infurreétion  of  the  people,  351.  He  is  pro¬ 
claimed  Caliph  by  the  Emeffians,  352.  He  obtains  a 
victory  over  Ibrahim,  ibid.  He  depofes  him,  353,  Ori¬ 
gin  of  Merwan,  and  of  the  furname  they  gave  him,  353, 
354.  His  character,  354.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph  in 
all  the  provinces,  335.  He  puts  to  death  Hakem  and 
Othman,  fons  of  Waled,  who  had  revolted,  356.  He 
beats  Soliman,  and  takes  him  prifoner,  ibid.  Precau¬ 
tions  he  takes  to  furprize  Ibrahim,  359.  He  puts  Ibra¬ 
him  to  death,  362.  He  fends  troops  to  oppofe  Zulci- 
min  365.  He  marches  to  hop  Abdallah’s  progrefs,  367. 
Hearing  of  the  defeat  of  his  army  in  Perfia,  he  marches 
out  to  meet  Zulcitnin,  ibid.  He  is  defeated,  368.  He  af- 
fembles  a  frefh  army,  and  goes  to  attack  Abu-Muflim, 
369,  370.  His  troops  are  (eized  with  a  panick,  and  dif- 
perfe,  370,  371.  Ele  retires  to  Damafcus,  and  is  forced 
by  the  inhabitants  to  quit  that  city,  371.  He  goes  into 
Egypt,  372.  There  loofes  a  battle,  in  which  he  is  killed, 

3 73,  374.  The  year  he  died,  374.  An  account  of  his 
children,  374,  373, 

Mesl  em,  the  fon  of  Okbad,  made  general,  of  the  forces 
fent  to  attack  Medina,  197.  His  opinion  of  the  Ommi- 
yans,  who  had  taken  fhelter  in  the  caftle  there,  193. 
He  lays  fiege  to  Medina,  and  forces  it  to  furrende,r  at 
difcretion,  199.  His  kindnefs  to  Hoffem’s  family,  199, 
200.  He  gives  up  the  city  to  be  plundered  by  his  fol- 
diers,  200.  His  death,  ibid. 

Minarets,  what  they  are,  287. 

Mo  a  wi  y  ah  forms  prétendons  to  the  Caliphate,  4.  In- 
fulting  anfwer  he  fent  to  Ali,  on  his  exhorting  him  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  Ali  as  Caliph,  15.  He  prevails  on  Amru  to 
join  him,  42.  He  brings  over  the  Syrians  to  his  party, 
44.  He  goes  to  meet  Amru,  who  falutes  him  as  Caliph, 
46,  47.  He  informs  Ali  of  his  promotion  to  the  Caliph¬ 
ate,  47.  He  refufes  to  accept  Ali’s  challenge  to  a  Angle 
combat,  51.  Stratagem  by  which  he  prevented  Aids 
troops  from  fighting,  52.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph  in 
Ali’s  dead,  37.  Means  by  which  he  caufed  /Egypt  to 
revolt  from  Ali,  62,  63.  His  forces  feize  Hejaz,  67. 
He  is  is  proclaimed  at  Medina  and  Mecca,  68.  He  is 
wounded  by  confpirators,  and  cured  of  his  wound,  70, 
71 0  Conditions  he  grants  to  Haffan,  who  refigns  the  Ca- 
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liphate  to  him,  84,  85.  How  he  reproaches  him,  86, 
He  indemnifies  him  for  the  lofs  of  the  publick  treafure,  which 
the  Cubans  refufed  to  deliver  to  him,  ibid.  He  caufes  him 
to  be  poifoned,  87,  88.  He  takes  full  pofi’eilion  of  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  91.  Rife  and  family  of  Moawiyah,  who  was  Ma¬ 
homet’s  fecretary,  91,  92.  He  fends  out  forces  again!!  the 
Karegites,  who  are  defeated,  93.  He  prevails  on  the  Cu¬ 
bans  and  Irakians  to  take  up  arms  againft  them,  93,  94» 
He  gains  over  Ziyad,  and  publickly  acknowledges  him  to 
be  his  brother,  98.  He  gives  to  Ziyad  the  government  of 
Baibrah,  99.  He  fends  him  to  redore  peace  and  order  in 
feveral  provinces,  102.  He  caufes  Abdarrahman,  the  fon 
ofKhaled,  to  be  put  to  death,  104,105.  He  caufes  Hejer 
and  his  accomplices  to  be  beheaded,  108.  Fits  out  a  fleet, 
which  he  fends  to  beflege  Conftantinople,  109.  He  places 
the  feat  of  his  empire  at  Damafcus,  115.  On  what  account 
he  lays  aflde  his  defign  of  bringing  Mahomet’s  pulpit  to  the 
capital,  1 16.  He  gives  the  government  of  Medina  to  Mer- 
wan-ebn-Hakem,  ibid.  He  appoints  Obeidollah  to  be  go¬ 
vernor  of  Chorafan,  118.  He  procures  his  fon  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  his  fucceflbr,  121.  His  conference  with  A’iefha, 

1  22.  Advice  he  gives  his  fon,  123,  124.  His  blind  fond- 
nefs  for  him,  126.  His  health  greatly  declines,  127.  His 
laid  council  to  Yezid,  128.  His  death,  129.  His  charac¬ 
ter,  ibid.  His  great  efteem  for  poetry,  13 1,  132. 

Mo  aw  1  y  ah  II.  is  proclaimed  Caliph  after  the  death  of 
Yezid  his  father,  205.  His  chara&er  and  piety,  ibid.  Fie 
confults  whether  he  ought  to  accept  the  Caliphate,  205,  206. 
He  abdicates  it,  206,  207.  His  death,  208.  Surname 
given  to  him,  ibid. 

Mo  aw  1  y  ah  aflumes  the  command  of  the  army,  after  his 
father’s  death,  322.  He  is  defeated,  and  killed,  ibid. 

JvIogeirah-ebn  Said,  advice  he  gave  Ali,  9.  He  changes 
his  opinion,  ibid.  The  Caliph,  by  his  means,  drives  to  gain 
Ziyad,  97.  His  death,  112,  note. 

Moballeb  joins  Mulab  to  oppofe  Moktar,  244.  His  abfence, 
and  that  of  Omar  from  Mufab’s  army,  gives  the  Caliph 
napes  of  victory,  254.  He  fubmits  to  Abdolmelik,  259. 
The  war  he  carries  on  againfl  the  Azarakites,  ibid.  He  is 
appointed  lieutenant  of  the  province  of  Ehwaz,  260.  He 
joins  Khaled,  and  defeats  the  Azarakites,  261,  262* 

Moktar,  (or  Almoktar),  the  fon  of  Obeidah,  his  adventures, 
221,  222.  He  offers  his  fervice  to  the  Cubans,  223.  FI  is 
contempt  of  Soliman  raifes  him  up  enemies,  224.  He  is 
accufed  of  a  defign  of  making  himfelf  mafter  of  Cufah,  and 
is  imprifoned,  224,  225.  They  fufped  him  of  inveigling 

£way 


I  N  D  EX, 

away  Soliman’s  troops,  226.  He  is  fet  at  libetty,  and  puts 
to  death  thofe  he  fufpe&ed  of  being  concerned  in  Hoffein’s 
death,  234.  He  offers  his  fervice  to  Abdallah,  235.  He 
fends  out  troops  againft  him,  235,  236.  He  ftrives  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  Mahomet  to  head  the  Cubans,  and  profecute  his 
claim  to  the  Caliphate,  but  does  not  fucceed,  237,  23S. 
What  he  does  on  that  account,  238,  239.  He  fends  troops 
to  refcue  the  Alians,  who  were  imprisoned  by  Abdallah, 
240.  Meaffres  he  took  againft  Abdolmelik’s  forces,  who 
came  and  attacked  Cufah,  242.  His  cruelties  occafion  the 
Cubans  to  abandon  him,  243.  He  marches  out  of  Cufah 
to  attack  the  rebels,  244.  He  is  defeated,  and  forced  to 
retreat  to  the  cable,  and  he  is  killed  there,  244,  245.  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  perfons  he  put  to  death,  245. 

Money,  original  of  the  brft  money  in  Arabia,  *281.  It  is 
brought  to  great  perfection  by  Giaffar,  307. 

Motazelites,  what  they  are,  13.  Their  doCtrine,  203. 

Munuza,  governor  for  the  Caliph  in  Puicerda,  enters  into 
an  alliance  with  the  duke  of  Aquitain,  337.  He  kills  him- 
felf,  338. 

Musab-ebn  Zobeir,  Abdallah’s  brother,  is  appointed  by 
the  Cubans  to  march  out  againft  Almoktar,  243.  He  defeats 
and  bebeges  him  in  the  cable  of  Cufah,  244.  He  marches 
up  to  the  Caliph  to  give  him  battle,  234.  His  grief  at 
Ibrahim’s  death,  233.  He  refufes  to  make  hisefcape,  256. 
He  is  killed,  ibid. 

Mu  sleimah,  brother  of  Yezid  IT.  puts  an  end  to  the  revolt 
of  Yezrd-ebn-Mahalleb,  322,  He  obtains  a  compleat  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Turks.  323. 

Muslim  is  fent  by  Hoffein  to  manage  his  party  in  Irak* 
143.  He  perfuades  Hoffein  to  come  to  Cufah,  146* 
He  undertakes  to  kill  Otieidôllah,  148.  He  has  not  re- 
folution  enough  to  ftrike  the  blow,  1 49.  Reafons  he  al¬ 
ledges  in  excufe  of  himfelf,  150.  He  takes  up  arms,  132. 
He  is  deferted  by  his  troops,  132,  133.  He  flies  to  Cufah, 
153,  He  is  taken  prifoner,  136.  His  grief  at  Hoftein’s 
misfortunes,  ibid.  His  courage  in  the  prefence  of  the  judges, 
157.  He  is  beheaded,  159. 

N. 

N  oman,  governor  of  Cufah,  harangues  the  Cubans,  144. 
Obeidollah  appointed  in  his  bead,  145. 

Noman-ebn-Bashir  is  appointed  to  effort  Hofleih's  family 
to  Medina,  183,  184.  He  refufes  the  prefents  offered  him 
by  Fatima  and  Zeinab,  184.  Is  deputed  to  the  Medinians, 
193.  After  the  defeat  of  Dehac,  (with  whom  he  had  joined) 
he  flies  to  Hems,  217,  Is  killed  by  the  Emeffians,  ibid. 

Oaths 
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Oath  s,  how  the  Arabians  difpenfed  with  them,  36,  37. 

Obeidollah,  fon  of  Ziyad,  is  made  governor  of  Chorafan, 
1 1 8.  He  enters  Tranfoxana,  and  defeats  the  Turks,  118, 
1  !  9.  He  is  fent  to  Baforah  in  Abdallah’s  flead,  119.  He 
is  made  governor  of  Cufah,  145.  Methods  he  ufed  to  find 
out  fuch  as  were  of  Hoffein’s  party,  146.  He  vifitsSharik, 
at  whofe  houfe  he  narrowly  efcaped  being  affaflinated,  149. 
Meafures  he  takes  to  difpel  the  confpiracy  formed  in  favour 
of  Hoffein,  150,  152.  He  fends  troops  to  oppofe  Hoffein, 
1 64.  Orders  he  gives  in  relation  to  Hoffein,  and  frefh  troops 
he  fends  out,  168.  He  requires  Hoffein  to  acknowledge 
Yezid  as  Caliph,  169.  He  confults  Shamer  on  Hoffein’s 
propofals,  1 70.  Orders  he  gives  in  confequence  of  the  con- 
fultation,  17 1.  How  he  treats  Hoffein’s  head*  175.  How 
he  takes  the  reproaches  made  him  on  that  account,  ibid. 
His  conference  with  Zeinab,  175,  176.  His  cruelties  to 
the  Alians  caufe  an  infurre&ion  at  Cufah,  177.  He  fends 
Hoffein’s  head,  and  alfo  his  whole  family,  to  the  Caliph,  178. 
Is  curled  by  the  Caliph  for  his  conduct,  179.  How  he 
eludes  the  Caliph’s  order  to  feize  Almundir,  193,  194.  He 
is  appointed  regent  at  Baforah,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
throne,  209.  His  propofals  are  rejected  at  Cufah,  210. 
The  revolt  of  the  Baforians  obliges  him  to  fly  from  that 
city,  ibid.  He  diffuades  Merwan  from  giving  his  vote  to 
Abdallah,  212.  He  furprifes  Soliman’s  army,  and  cuts  it 
in  pieces,  230.  He  advances  to  Cufah  at  the  head  of  the 
Caliph’s  troops,  242.  Is  defeated,  and  made  prifoner,  242, 
243.  He  is  killed,  ibid. 

Oka  i  l,  Ali’s  brother,  goes  over  to  Moawiyah,  69. 

Okbad,  means  he  ufes  to  eflablifh  the  power  and  do<Brine  of 
the  Muffulmen  in  Africa,  111,  112.  He  founds  the  city 
of  Kairwan,  112. 

Omar-al-Meksous  confulted  by  Moawiyah  IÏ.  whether  or 
not  he  ihould  accept  the  Caliphate,  and  what  anfwer  he  re-* 
turns,  206.  The  Ommiyans  put  him  to  death,  207. 

Omar-ben-Abdalaziz  is  appointed  by  Soliman  to  fucceed 
him.  304.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph,  308.  His  fimplicity, 

308,  309.  He  reflores  to  the  Alians  the  lands  called  Fidac, 

309.  Method  he  ufes  to  fupprefs  the  denunciation  of  the 
curies  againft  Ali,  310,  311.  He  fends  an  army  tobefiege 
Conflantinople,  312.  Succefs  of  that  expedition,  312,  313. 
He  perfecutes  the  Chriflians,  315.  How  he  behaves  to 
Shuzib,  3 1 6.  Anfwer  he  returns  to  his  deputy,  317,  318. 

He 
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He  is  poifoned,  319.  He  refufes  to  take  any  medicine,  ibid. 
His  eulogy,  320. 

Omm  i  y  ans,  commencement  of  their  dynafiy,  91.  They 
are  banifhed  from  Medina,  and  befieged  in  the  caille, 
1 96.  They  fufpedl  Omar  of  having  prevailed  on  Moawiyah 
II.  to  abdicate  the  Caliphate,  207.  How  they  treat  Omar, 
ibid.  They  caufe  Omar  II.  to  be  poifoned,  319.  End  of 
that  dynafiy,  374.  By  whom  they  were  lucceeded,  375. 

Ot  hman-ebn-Hanif  is  made  governor  of  Baforah,  1 1 . 
They  refufe  to  accept  him,  t2,  21.  He  fixes  himfelf  in 
that  poll,  22.  He  is  defeated  by  an  army  of  rebels,  and 
made  prifoner,  ibid.  He  is  infulted,  after  which  they  let 
him  at  liberty,  ibid.  He  avoids  the  fnare  laid  to  feize  him, 
23,  26.  He  is  furprifed  in  Baforah,  and  forced  to  lurrender, 
26.  Manner  in  which  he  is  treated,  27.  He  comes  to 
Ali,  31* 

Othman  is  made  governor  of  Mecca,  191.  He  perfuades 
Yezid  that  the  Medinians  are  unanimoully  in  his  intereii, 
#-91,  192.  He  is  driven  out  from  Medina,  196. 

P. 

Persians,  their  great  affedlion  to  Ali,  75,7 6.  Their  vene¬ 
ration  for  Hoffein,  185. 

R. 

Rhaja,  Soiiman’s  vizir,  is  intrufied  with  the  writing  by 
which  Omar  is  appointed  Soli  man’s  fuccefior,  304.  After 
Soîiman’s  death,  he  affembles  a  grand  council,  and  lays  the 
writing  before,  them,  308. 


S. 

Saad-ebn-Kais  is  appointed  by  Ali  governor  of  Ægyt,  rr. 
The  Egyptians  refufe  to  accept  him,  12.  He  finds  means 
to  take  po Hellion  of  the  government,  62.  Moawiyah  makes 
him  fufpedted  by  Ali,  62,  63.  He  is  recalled,  63. 

Saed,  is  deprived  of  the  government  of  Medina,  1 16.  How 
he^avoids  executing  a  rigorous  order  of  the  Caliph,  1 17. 

Saed,  Othman’s  grandfon,  made  governor  of  Chorafan,  120. 

S  a  h  e  L-  e  b  n  -  H  a  n  1  f,  is  fent  as  governor  to  Syria,  1 1  „  They 
will  not  accept  him,  ibid. 

Said-ebn-Obeid  joins  Ali  with  the  forces  of  the  tribe  of 
Thai,  31. 

Saleh* 
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Saleh  joins  with  Shebid  in  a  confpiracy  to  kill  Abdoîmeîik3 

270.  He  is  llain,  272. 

Saleh  purfues  Merwan  into  Egypt,  373.  He  gains  a  fignal 
viflory  over  him,  373,  374. 

Salem,  the  fon  of  Ziyad,  Jays  the  liâtes  of  the  prince  of  Sa* 
marcand  under  contribution,  204.  He  is  appointed  regent 
of  Chorafan,  218.  His  mild  government  gains  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  people  of  that  province,  219. 

Samsam-Aldou lat,  a  Baian  prince,  difcovers  the  burial- 
place  of  Ali,  and  ereéts  a  fumptuous  monument  over 

76*  , 

Scharig-ben,  chief  of  Othman  s  party  in  Egypt, joins  Amru* 
65. 

Serjabil  is  fent  by  Almoktar  to  furprife  Abdallah,  233.  Con¬ 
ference  he  holds  with  Abbas,  236.  His  troops  are  defeated, 
and  he  is  killed  in  the  adlion,  237. 

Shamer  confulted  by  Obeidollah,  the  advice  he  gives  him, 
170.  He  is  appointed  to  put  it  in  execution,  17 1.  His 
death,  234. 

Sharik,  one  of  the  emirs  of  Cufah,  an  adherent  of  Hoffein, 
is  vifi ted  by  Obeidollah,  148.  His  death,  150. 

Shebid  agrees  with  Saleh  to  kill  the  Caliph,  270,  The 
confpiracy  being  difcovered,  they  fly,  and  affemble  a  body 
of  troops,  270,  27 1 .  They  defeat  the  forces  fent  out  againil 
them,  271.  They  lofe  a  battle,  in  which  Saleh  is  killed, 

271.  272.  Shebid  retires  to  a  caille,  where  he  is  invefled, 

272.  He  makes  his  way  cut,  and  cuts  the  Caliph’s  troops 
in  peices,  272,  273.  He  gains  feveral  advantages  over 
Hejage,  273.  He  takes  Cufah,  ibid.  Ele  offers  battle, 
and  is  defeated,  274.  He  is  drowned  in  paffing  the  Tygris, 
ibid. 

Shiites,  to  whom  that  name  is  particularly  given,  80. 
What  name  they  give  Ali,  75. 

Shuzib,  his  revolt,  316.  He  fends  deputies  to  the  Caliph, 
ibid.  What  he  demands  in  refpedl  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
curfes  againil  Ali,  317.  He  requires  that  Yezid  fhould  be 
excluded  from  the  Caliphate,  318. 

So  fi  an,  (Abu)  heads  the  Coreifh,  and  defeats  Mahomet’s 
troops,  91.  He  embraces  Muffulmanifm,  ibid.  What  re - 
quells  he  makes,  92. 

SolimaN'Ebn  Sorad  heads  the  revolted  Cufians,  221.  Cha- 
rader  given  of  him  by  Almoktar,  224.  Means  he  ufes  to 
encourage  the  Cufians,  226.  He  flights  the  advice  giveii 
him  by  Abdallah,  228.  He  depofes  both  the  Caliphs,  229» 
His  army  is  defeated,  and  he  is  killid  in  the  a&ion,  230. 


Solima^ 
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Soliman  fucceeds  Waled,  298.  His  good  qualities  procure* 
him  the  name  of  Meftah-aî-Kaïr,  ibid.  He  calls  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  provinces  to  account  for  their  conduct,  299.  Bad 
fuccefs  in  the  war  with  the  Greeks,  299,  300,  301.  He 
falls  lick  of  grief,  301.  The  death  of  his  fon  augments  his 
melancholy,  303.  He  appoints  a  fucceflbr,  304.  His 
death,  ibid.  His  extreme  voracioufnefs,  305.  His  cha- 
raéler,  ibid. 

Soliman,  the  fon  of  Helham,  lofes  a  battle,  and  is  taken 
prifoner,  356.  He  eicapes,  and  joins  Ibrahim,  whom  he 
recognizes  as  Caliph,  357.  He  brings  over  Abu-Muflim 
to  his  fide,  ibid. 

So  mm  i  ah,  Ziyad’s  mother,  172,  note. 

Spain,  partly  conquered  by  the  Arabians,  282,  note. 

Syrians,  their  zeal  to  avenge  Othman’s  death,  14. 


T. 

Tellah  afpires  to  the  Caliphate,  3.  Confents  to  All’s 
ele&ion,  4.  Takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  5. 
Smart  faying  on  that  account,  6.  Snare  he  lays  to  ruin 
Aii,  7.  He  openly  revolts  from  the  Caliph,  13.  He  in¬ 
duces  the  rebels  to  attack  Baforah,  1 8 .  What  palled  at  the 
conference  he  held  with  Ali,  35»  He  is  killed,  38.  His 
fentiments  at  his  death,  ibid. 

Th  1  rm ah  informs  Hoffein  of  the  difperfion  of  his  party  in 
Cufah,  167.  Advice  he  gives  him,  ibid. 

T ran  soxan  a,  a  province  conquered  by  the  Arabians,  282. 

Tu  rks,  (the)  are  defeated  by  Obeidollah,  118.  Enter  into 
an  alliance  with  Abdarrahman,  275.  They  make  an  ir¬ 
ruption  into  Aderbijan,  where  they  are  defeated,  323, 

Turkestan,  conquered  by  the  Arabians,  282. 

U. 

Ushtur-Maler.  Vide  Malek -Shutur, 


W. 

Waled,  the  fon  of  Otbah,  orders  he  receives  from  Yczid, 
136.  He  confults  Merwan  on  that  account,  ibid.  He 
would  compel  Abdallah  and  Holfein  to  fwear  allegiance  to 
Yezid,  137,  138.  He  is  deprived  of  the  government  of 
Medina,  141.  Is  made  governor  of  Mecca,  188.  His 

conduct 
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ccnduft  there,  ibid.  His  bad  management  obliges  the  Ca¬ 
liph  to  recal  him,  191. 

Wa  led,  the  fon  of  Abdolmelik,  afcends  the  throne,  281. 
Conquefts  by  the  Arabians  during  his  reign,  281,  282. 
He  erefts  mofques  in  feveral  cities,  285,  286.  Defcription 
of  the  mofques,  287.  His  averfion  to  the  Chriflians,  and 
efpecially  the  Greeks,  288.  He  makes  war  on  the  Greeks., 
ibid.  Why  he  is  furnamed  the  viftorious,  290.  Difagree- 
ment  of  authors  touching  his  charafter,  291.  His  death, 
ibid. 

Waled  II.  his  evil  difpofition,  334..  In  what  manner  he  receives 
the  news  of  Helham’s  death,  ibid.  His  profanenefs,  340, 
341.  He  is  reprimanded  for  it  by  Hefliam,  341.  He  retires 
to  Aizak,  ibid.  His  debaucheries,  ibid.  He  is  proclaimed  Ca¬ 
liph,  342.  He  performs  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  where 
he  gives  great  offence  to  the  people,  343.  A  conipiracy  is 
formed  againll  him,  345.  He  is  killed,  ibid.  His  cha- 
rafter,  346.  The  time  of  his  death,  ibid. 

Waset,  a  city  on  the  Tygris,  founded  by  Hejage,  279. 

y. 

Yah  1,  quits  the  government  of  Yemen,  and  takes  fhelter  with 
the  malecontents,  1 2. 

Yezid,  the  fon  of  Moawiyah  I.  his  expedition  againll  the 
Greeks,  no,  1 1 1 .  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  Moawiyah’s 
fucceffor,  121.  Ceremony  of  his  in ilallation,  126,  Is  pro¬ 
claimed  Caliph  after  Moawiyah’s  death,  135.  His  pru¬ 
dence  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  136.  He  takes  the 
government  of  Medina  from  Waled,  and  gives  it  to  Amru, 
14 1.  He  appoints  Obeidollah  to  be  governor  of  Cufah„ 
145.  He  blames  Obeidollah’s  feverity,  and  kindly  receives 
Hoffe in’s  family,  179,  180.  Diipute  between  him  and  Zeinab, 
touching  Fatima,  180,  181.  He  refufes  to  give  her  in 

marriage  to  a  Syrian  lord,  182.  His  affeftion  for  Hoffein’s 
two  fens,  ibid.  He  confents  to  the  departure  of  Hoffein’s 
family  to  Medina,  183.  What  he  laid  to  Ali  at  parting, 
ibid.  What  orders  he  gives  to  Amru  on  hearing  cf  Abdal¬ 
lah’s  revolt,  1-87.  He  difmifies  Amru,  and  puts  Waled  in 
his  place,  188.  He  admits  of  Amru’s  j unification,  189, 
190.  He  recalls  Waled,  and  gives  his  government  to  Gth- 
inan,  191.  He  receives  a  deputation  from  the  Medinians, 
IQ2.  Orders  he  iffues  for  arrefting  Almundir,  one  of  the 
deputies,  and  wherefore,  193.  He  fends  Noman  to  Medina, 
to  quiet  the  people,  193.  He  is  depofed  by  the  Medinians, 
1 96.  He  confides  Amru  how  to  punilh  them,  197.  Ap¬ 
points. 
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points  Muflim  to  command  the  troops  he  fends  out  again  il 
them,  197.  His  death,  201.  Why  he  was  delpifed  by  the 
people,  192,  195,  202,  203.  His  character,  203.  Opi¬ 
nion  of  Arabian  authors  concerning  him,  203,  204. 

Yezid  II.  is  excluded  the  throne  on  account  of  his  youth, 
303.  Shuzib  demands  that  he  Ihould  be  excluded  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  318.  He  attains  the  throne,  321.  He  fends 
Mufleimah  to  put  an  end  to  YezkTs  revolt,  322.  His  great 
love  for  Hababah,  and  her  lofs,  caufes  his  death,  323,  324, 

325  • 

Yezid  III.  forms  a  defign  to  dethrone  Waled  II.  0145.  He 
attacks  him  in  his  palace,  and  Waled  is  killed,  ibid.  His 
origin,  347.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph,  ibid.  How  he 
puts  an  end  to  the  confpiracy  which  Merwan  had  formed 
againft  him,  348.  He  canhot  fubdue  the  Emeffians,  349. 
His  death,  ibid.  Surname  that  was  given  him,  350. 

Yezid -ebn-Mahaleb  fubdues  Georgia,  302.  He  marches 
to  Tabareban,  where  is  defeated,  ibid.  He  makes  peace 
with  Akfhid,  and  returns  to  fubdue  Georgia,  which  had  re¬ 
voked,  302,  303.  His  origin,  321,  He  cccafions  a  re¬ 
volt  in  Arabia,  ibid.  He  is  killed  in  a  battle,  322. 

Z. 

Ze id-ebn-Sauchan  prefents  two  letters  from  Aiefha,  to 
the  affembly  of  the  Cubans,  32. 

Zeid,  Hoffein’s  grandfon,  profecutes  his  pretenfions  to  the  Ca¬ 
liphate,  326.  He  is  proclaimed  Caliph  at  Cufah,  ibid. 
He  is  deferted  by  the  Cubans,  328,  329.  He  is  killed,  329. 

Zeinab,  HofTein’s  fiber,  is  brought  before  Obeidollah  ;  con- 
verfation  that  palled  between  them,  176.  She  obtains  a 
pardon  for  EIofTein’s  fon,  178.  Difpute  between  her  and 
the  Caliph,  touching  her  fiber,  180,  181.  tier  departure 
for  Medina,  183.  Her  generofity  to  Noman,  184. 

Zemzem,  what  it  is,  239,  note.  Veneration  of  the  Mufful- 
men  for  that  place,  24 1 . 

Zentil,  king  of  the  Turks,  comes  to  the  relief  of  Abdar- 
rahman,  and  refcues  him,  278. 

Ziyad-een-Hantelah,  what  he  faid  to  AH,  28. 

Ziyad-ben-Abihi,  retakes  Baforah,  and  defeats  Hadrami, 
67.  His  origin,  96.  Moawiyah  brings  him  over  to  his 
party,  98.  He  is  publickly  owned  by  Moawiyah  to  be  his 
brother,  98,  99.  How  Ziyad  ads  at  Baforah,  of  which  he 
is  made  governor,  100,  101.  He  rebores  order  in  divers 

provinces,  10 1,  102.  His  courage,  103.  How  he  is 
maltreated  at  Cufah,  105,  He  apprehends  the  offenders. 
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and  punifhes  them,  107,  108.  He  applies  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Hejaz,  113,  114.  His  death,  114. 

Zobeir  afpires  to  the  Caliphate,  4.  Confents  to  Ali’s  election, 
5.  Swears  allegiance  to  him,  6.  Joins  with  Tellah  to 
dellroy  him,  ibid.  Caufes  the  people  to  revolt  againft  him, 
13.  Conference  he  has  with  Ali,  36.  He  refolves  to  lay¬ 
down  his  arms,  ibid.  Difpenfes  with  his  oath,  36.  Is 
*  killed,  39. 

Zulcimin  preaches  a  new  dcdtrine,  which  caufes  a  revolt  in 
Perfia  in  his  favour,  363,  364.  He  gives  the  command  of 
his  troops  to  Cathibad,  364.  Advantages  gained  by  bis 
troops,  365,  367,  368.  He  returns  to  Perfia,  369. 
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